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My invention relates to protective rain gar-
ments, and more specifically to garments of this
character which embody a rain cape formed from
an inexpensive water-repellent material adapted
to be compactly folded by a user in order that the
same may be conveniently carried within a pocket
.or hand bag.

The invention has for its general object the
provision of an inexpensive, lightweight emer-
gency rain cape, which may be easily folded into
a relatively small compact mass and conveniently

carried within the pocket or hand bag of a user,

or may be compactly stored in an office desk or
other accessible location for future use in the
event of adverse weather.

It is another object of my invention to provide
an emergency rain cape of this character which,
due to its simplified construction and low manu-
facturing costs, plus its compactibility, antici-
pates volume production and inexpensive retaill
sale through vending machines placed advanta-

geously in business offices, drug stores, restaurants:

or the like.

These, and many other objects and advantages
of my invention will become readily apparent with
reference to the following description and accom-
panying drawing wherein:

Flig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved rain
cape;

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken along
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fie. 3 is an elevational view illustrating the
single blank from which my improved rain cape
is formed; |

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the inclusion of
a drawstring to the cape; |

Fig. 5 is g side elevational view of the completed
cape;

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary side elevational view
disclosing the hood folded backwardly upon the
cape when the same is not utilized for protection.

Referring now to the drawing, it will be noted
that the rain cape embodying the present inven-
tion is formed from an integral blank which is
cut to conform to the general configuration dis-
closed in Fig. 3. The cape may be formed from
thin sheets of numerous types of synthetic resins
which possess the necessary water-repellent char-
acteristics. In a preferred and most inexpensive
form, Cellophane may be utilized. However, 1f
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joined with a relatively larger rectangular body
portion 1. After cutting, a length of tape or
string §2 is positioned just below the upper edge
of the body portion, and the upper edge folded

“downwardly upon itself; at which time a hem 13
is formed by stitching, cementing, or otherwise

joining the two plies together. Next, the head
portion §0 is folded upwardly and again folded

“along its transverse axis to form two adjoining

upper edges. These edges are then folded In-
wardly and joined together, as at 15, by stitching
or cementing. Thus the head portion is trans-
formed into an opened face hood 14.

In use, the hood 14 is positioned over the head
of .2 wearer with the ends of the tape 12 tied fo-~-
oether about the neck, so as to allow the body por-
tion {1 to drape from the shoulders to surround
the arms and body of the wearer,

To adapt the rain cape for use by people of
various sizes, the body portion ii, when cut, is
suitably weakened by perforating to provide sev-
erance lines 18 along its outer and lower edges,
which severance lines are spaced from the re-
spective edges so as to provide segments which
may be conveniently torn away to shorten the

length of the cape and to decrease the width
- thereof.
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The body {1 is further provided with two sets
of slits 17T and 8 respectively, through which the
hands of a wearer may be passed forwardly or
downwardly to extend externally of the cape in
order that srticles such as packages or suitcases
may be carried while wearing the cape. |

The hood {8 of the garment may be sufficiently
extended in length so that it projects forwardly
of the head of the wearer, in order that the for-
wardly extending portion may be turned down
to protect the face of the wearer from the elements
if it should be so desired. If not, however, the
forwardly projecting portion may be folded back
upon the hood so that it will be out of the way.

In view of the foregoing, it will be seen that

- my improved rain cape provides a highly simpli-
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durability and toughness is desired, the rain cape

may be formed from the more expensive resins,
such as Koroseal or ethyl cellulose resin.

More specifically, the blank, as shown in Fig. 3,
is cut to form a rectangular head portion (0

bb

fied emergency garment which affords protec-
tion for the wearer against light rain or snow.
The cape may readily be constructed from inex-
nensive water-repellent material, and when so
formed, contemplates a garment which may be
sold at prices permitting the purchase of several
at one time, which may be placed respectively at
the home, office, or in the pocket or hand bag of
o user. Due to its lightness of weight and its
flexibility, the same may be folded into a rela-
tively small compact bulk for convenient storage
or carrying, and is at all times accessible for emer-
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gency use. The invention is further characterized
by its operational utility, its economy and ease
of manufacture and its structural simplicity.

While I have disclosed what I now deem to be
a preferred form of the present invention, it will
be manifest that various modifications in design
and certain details of construction are contem-
plated within the spirit of the invention and scope
of the following claim. |

I claim: -

transverse axis and united along its upper edge

3
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1. An emergency rain garment comprising a-
single integral blank formed from a water repel-
lent material and including head and body por--
tions, said head portion being folded -along: its-

to form an opened {ront head-receiving hood, said.

body portion being folded and united. along. its.
upper edge to form a hem, and a flexible tie con- |
nector carried within said hem, said connector:

when united serving to draw the garment gbout
the-neck of a wearer with the body portion draped
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irom the shoulders and surrounding the arms and
body of the wearer, the lower and outer edges of
said body portion being weakened to provide
spaced severance lines whereby portions of said
garment may be removed to adapt the same for

use by wearers of various sizes.
VERNE E. WALSTON.
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