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4 Claims.
E .

This invention relates to improvements in
traveling bags; and the invention has reference,
more particularly, to a novel construction of
traveling bag of the general utility type which is
of licht weight and yet strong and durable, and
to' a novel method of producing the same,

"The invention has for an object to provide a

novel construction of traveling bag of the center
opening type, somewhat similar in form to the
well-known “Gladstone” style of bag, but in the
construction of which is incorporated novel
means for shaping and reenforcing the bag body
sections, the use of which means eliminates ne-
cessity for employment of heavy metallic frame
structure, in consequence of which the completed
bag isof light weight and yet strong and durable;
- said body sections being equipped with slide fas-
tener means for relea,sqbly securing the same in
closed condition. |

The invention has for anocther object to pro-
vide a novel method cof forming the bag body
to provide the sides and bottom portions thereof
in one piece and with attached end and top por-
tions joined thereto by external marginal beaded
joints, including, in connection with said end
and top portions, lining members which are ar-
ranged to form longitudinally extending pockets
into which reenforcing and shape retaining
members may be inserted, the latter being also
adapted to brace the aforesaid beaded joints so
as to hold the same in external angularly pro-
jecting relation to said end and top portions sub-
stantially in the planes of the side and botiom
portions. |

Other objects of this invention, not at this
time more particularly enumerated, will be un-
derstood from the following aetmled description
of the same.

An illustrative embodiment of the invention is
shown in the accompanying drawings, in which:

ig. 1 is a side elevational view of the fraveling

bag according to this invention, the same being
shown in closed condition; Fig. 2 is an end ele-
vaticnal view of the same in closed condition;
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the bag in open condi-
tion: Pig. 4 is a transverse vertical sectional view,
taken on line 44 in ¥ig. 1, but drawn on an en-
larged scale: and Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross-

sectional view, taken on line i—3§ in Fig. 3, and
also drawn on an enlarged scale,

Fig. 6 is'a horizontal sectional view of the bag
hody in an initial stage of construction thereot,
and showing the method of applying thereto the
reenforeing and shape retaining members in con-
nection with end and top portions of the bag
body sections. |

Fig. 7 is a face view of a main reenforecing
and shape retaining member adapted to be as-
sembied with end and tep portions of a bag body

section; and Pig, 8'is'a face view of an auxiliary
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reenforcing member for application solely to an
end portion of a bag body section.

Similar characters of reference are employed
in the above. desurlbed views, to indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

Referring to the drawings, the novel t‘“avelmg
bag according to this invention comprises a sheet
of fexible material, such as natural or:artificial
leather, textile or other fabric or the like, which
is of suitable dimensions and of suitable periph-
eral shape, and which is adapted to forin, in one
piece, the side portions {18 and bottom portions
i1 of the bag body sections. The interior face
of szid side and bottom forming sheet is faced
with a coextensive lining ‘12, which is also made
of suitable sheet material, such e. g. as a textile
fabric. 8aid lining 'i2 is cemented to-the side
and bottom forming sheef so gs 0 be umta,iy
therewith.

Secured to the inner face of the linéd side- zmd

bettom forming sheet toextend across its medial

portion between lateral margins thereol, is a
rigid back-bone member £3, the respective ends
of which terminate short of said lateral margins,
so-as to leave unobstructed spaces 4 (see Fig. 6)
between said ends and lateral margins. - Sald

back-bone member {3 may be made of any sult-

able rigid: material, but is preferably made of

wood so as to be of relatively lght weight. Also

cemented or otherwise suitably secured to- the
inner face of the lined side and bottom forming
sheet ‘are bottom portion reenforcing -or stifien-
ing members I3, which are made of substantially
rigid sheet material, such: e. g. as wood. Said
bottom portion reenforcing and stiffening mem-
bers 15 respectively lie- parallel to but spaced

from the sides of said- back-boune member 3,
whereby to form intermediate the former and
the latter, by the intervening lined sheet materi-
al, flexible hinging portions {6 about which the
respective bag body sections may sSwing When
opening and closing the bag.

Secured to the margins:of each side le‘ulOIl 6
is a.U-shaped secticn which forms, in one piece,
the top part §T and end parts {8 of a bag body
section. Each such top and end part ferming
section is made of flexible sheet material, prei-
erably of the same kind as that of the side and
bottom forming sheet material. CoeXiensive
with the interior side or face of each top and
end part forming section is a pecket forming
member '8, which is made: of textile fabric, pref-
erably of the same kind as that from which the
lining (2 is made, so as to harmonize therewith.
One longitudinal edge portion 29 of said pocket
forming member {9 is coincident with the outer
longitudinal edge portion 4{ of said top and end .
part forining section, and is furned therewlth to
overlie marginal edge portions. 22 of the adjacent
side portion [0, being enclosed therewith in a
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binding member 23, and the whole secured by
stitching 24, thus forming an external beaded or
welt joint extending in the plane of said side

portion 10. In this way one side of the pocket -
forming member is anchored to the outer margin

of the top and end part forming section. The
other longitudinal edge portion 25 of said pocket
forming member (9 is inturned beneath the in-
ner longitudinal marginal portion 44 of said top
and end part forming section, and secured there-
to by stitching 26, thus anchoring the other side
of the pocket forming member.

As associated with the top and end parts
[1—18, said pocket forming members |9 provide
an endfmse open, longitudinally extending pocket
21 coextensive with the width and length of said
top and end parts iT—i8. A novel form and
arrangement of means is provided for holding the

1+ S

4

secured fo the adjacent end portions of the re-
enforcing or stiffening members 5 of the bottom
portions {{ in the plane thereof, thus affixing the
inner ends of the bag section end portions {8

1In place, and thereby effecting completion of for-

mation of the respective bag body sections.
After this is done, the coverings 32 are laid over
and secured to such assemblies, and the outer

- marginal portions 35 of said coverings 32 are

10

15

top and end parts 17T—I18 of each bag body sec~ -

tion in extended, shaped and stiffened or reen-
forced condition. A preferred form of means for
this purpose comprises a stiffening and reen-
forcing gusset member 28, which is made of a

tough and rigid material Whlch is capable, how-

ever, of being bent into the required U-shape
corresponding to the conformation of said top
and end parts {T—18. A material such as vul-
canized paper or fiber board provides a satis-
factory gusset material. Said gusset member 28
terminates at its respective ends in tongues 29
of reduced width (see Fig. 7). A gusset member
28 is inserted into an open end of each pocket
21 and pushed endwise therethrough until fully
entered therein so as to extend from end to end
of the top and end parts §{T—I8 of each bhag
body section (see Pig, 6). Auxiliary reenforcing
- members 30 (see Fig. 8) are also provided of
width corresponding to the width of the respec-
tive end parts (8, and of a length adapted to be
substantially coextensive with the length of the
straight portions of said end parts i8, when the
bag body sections of which they form a part are
completed. These auxiliary reenforcing mem-
bers 30 are likewise pushed endwise throcugh the
end portions of the pockets 27, until disposed in
desired position side by side with contiguous por-
tlons of the inserted gusset members 28.

Each top and end part forming section and its
associated pocket forming member is provided at
its ends with free terminal portions 31, i. e. por-
tions unattached to the edges of the side and
bottom forming sheet, the purpose of which will
be subsequently explained.

Preferably each bottom portion reenforcing or
stiffening member (5 is provided with a covering
32 having inner marginal portions 33 secured to
the underside of the member {5, so as to be ce-
mented with the latter to a lined bottom portion
i1 of the bag body structure, thus anchoring one
side of said covering 32 in place Said covering
is also made of textile fabric, preferably of the

same Kind as that from which the lining {2 and

pocket forming members {9 are formed so as to
harmonize therewith.

Before the coverings 32 are finally secured in
place, the bag section bottom. portions {l are
swung about the flexible hinging porfions 18 and
relative to an intermediate back-bone section 24,
of which said back-bone member {3 forms a part,
to extend perpendicular to the bag section side
portions {0, whereupon said free terminal por-
tions 31 of the top and end parts {7T—i8, to-
gether with the terminal tongues 29 of the gusset
members 28 enclosed therein, gre inturned, super-
posed upon and cemented or otherwise firmly

20
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30

bag sections.

thereupon extended to and lapped over and upon
the back-bone member {3 in suitably secured re-
lation thereto.

The widths of the main body portions of the
gusset members 28 are so proportioned relative
to the widths of the pockets 27 in which they
are contained as to be slightly in excess of the
latter, whereby when said gusset members 28 are
in place their outer edges will be strongly thrust
in abutment against the marginal parts of the
bag section side portions 10 adjacently beneath
the beaded or welt joints provided between the
latter and the top and end parts iT—I8 of said
The efiect of this is to so brace
said beaded or welt joints as to cause the same
to be constantly urged to and maintained in up-
standing, externally projected position substan-
tially in the plane of said bag section side por-

tions 10 and right angular to the planes of said

top and end parts {T—i8 of said bag sections.
Secured to the inner margins of the top and
end parts {T—1i8 of the respective bag sections
are the cooperative components of slide fastener
means 36, by which the bag sections, when swung

. together in meeting bag closing condition, may
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be releasably secured in such condition. The
terminals of said slide fasfener means are en-
tered in the unobstructed spaces (4 provided be-
yond the respective ends of the back-bone mem-
ber {3 at the ends of the back-bone section 34.

While slide-fastener means has been shown
and above described as a preferred means for
releasably securing the bag sections in closed
condition, it will be obvious that, in the broader
aspects of this invention, any other suitable form
of fastening means may be optionally employed.
- The back-bone section 34 is reenforced by
means of a metallic keeper and reenforcing strip
21 which is disposed to overlie the interior top
thereof, and which is secured to the back-bone
section by rivets 38 engaged through the back-
kone structure, or by other suitable fastening
means. Saild keeper and reenforcing strip 37
also serves to bind down the outer marginal por-
tions 38 of said coverings 32 of the reenforcing
and stiffening members {5 of the bag section bhot-
tom portions 1.

If desired, the bag body interior msay be pro-

-vided with a releasable partition member 39

adapted to extend between the interiors of the
bag body sections. The base 48 of said partition
member 39 is engaged and secured beneath the
Keeper and reenforcing strip 371, whereby to hing-
edly anchor said partition member to the back-
bone section 34. Suitable means is provided for
releasably fastening the free end of the parti-
tion member in closed relation to the interior of
one of the bag body sections. Illustratively, such
fastening means may comprise manipulatable
latching posts 41 which are suitably anchored to
the inner side of the top part {1 of the 1atter bag
kody section. Said latching posts 41 are adapted
to be releasably engaged by marginal grommets
42 with which the free end of the partition mem-

-ber is provided (see Pigs. 3 and 4).

Cooperative carrying handle members 43 are



5
suitably mounted and secured to the top parts
i1 of the respective bag body sections, thus com-
pleting the bag structure. |

Having now described my invention, I claim:

1. A traveling bag the body of which is formed
by opposed sections adaptied fo be closed together
in meeting relation, a single sheef of pliable ma-
terial divided medially by a rigid back-bone sec-
tion to provide oppositely extending parts respec-
tively including side and bottom portions of the
respective body sections, a continuous top and end
forming member of pliable material for each body
section, said top and end forming members being
respectively joined to the peripheries of the re-
spective body section side portions to extend per-
pendicular thereto, said top and end forming
members having facing means affixed by their
longitudinal marging to the margins of said mem-
bers, whereby to provide longitudinal pockets co-
extensive with the inner sides of said members,
substantially rigid gusset means contained in and
coextensive with said pockets, whereby to reen-
force, shape and support said top and end form-
ing members in extended condition, means to
stiffen and reenforce said bottom portions, said
bottom portions of the respective body sections
being respectively hingedly related to said back-
bone section by intermediate freely flexible parts
of said pliable sheet material from which said
side and bottom portions are formed, said bottom
portions being disposed perpendicular to the side
portions, said top and end forming members hav-
ing free terminal portions inturned, superimposed
upon and secured to said stiffened and reenforced
bottom portions, and means to releasably secure
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the body sections thus formed in closed together _

meeting relation.

2. A traveling bag the body of which is formed
by opposed sections adapted to be closed together
in meeting relation, a single sheet of pliable ma-
terial divided medially by a rigid back-bone sec-

tion to provide oppositely extending parts respec-

+4)

tively including side and bottom portions of the

respective body sections, a continuous top and
end forming member of pliable material for each
body section, said top and end forming members
being respectively joined to the peripheries of
the respective body section side portions to extend
perpendicular thereto, said top and end form-
ing members having facing means a
longitudinal margins to the marging of said mem-
bers, whereby to provide longitudinal pockets co-
extensive with the inner sides of said members,
substantially rigid gusset means contained in and
coextensive with said pockets, whereby to reen-
force, shape and support said top and end form-
ing members in extended condition, means to
stiffen and reenforce said bottom portions, said
bottom portions of the respective body sections
being respectively hingedly related to said back-
bone section by intermediate freely flexible parts
of said pliable sheet material from which said
side and bottom portions are formed, said bot-
tom portions being disposed perpendicular to the
side portions, said top and end forming mem-
bers having free terminal portions inturned, su-
perimposed upon and secured to said stiffened and
reenforced bottom portions, and means to releas-
ably secure the body sections thus formed in
closed together meeting relation, said Ilatter
means comprising a slide fastener structure, the
cooperative component parts of which are secured

fixed by their .

o

70
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6 | _
to the free edge portions of the respective top and
end forming members of said body sections.

3. A traveling bag the body of which is formed
by opposed sections adapted to close together in
meeting relation, a single sheet of pliable ma-
terial divided medially by a rigid back-bone sec-
fion to provide oppositely extending parts respec-
tively including side and bottom portions of the
respective body sections, a continuous top and
end forming member of pliable material for each
body section disposed perpendicular to the side
portions of the latter, facing portions coextensive
with the interior sides of said top and end form-
ing members, contiguous longitudinal edges of
said members and their facing portions being
stitched and bound respectively to the periph-
eral edges of the respective body section side
portions so as to form exteriorly projecting bead-
ed joint elements in the planes of said body sec-
tion side portions, opposite contiguous longitu-
dinal edges of said members and their facing
portions being stitched together, whereby said
facing portions form with said members, longi-
tudinal pockets coextensive with the latter, sub-
stantially rigid gusset members engaged within
and coextensive with said pockets, whereby to
reenforce, shape and support said top and end

-forming members in extended condition, edges of

said gusset members being adapted to thrusting-
ly abut margins of said body section side por-
tions, whereby to brace and urge said beaded
joint elements to upstanding condition in the
plane of said side portions, means fto stiffen and
reenforce said bottom portions, said bottom por-
tions of the respective body sections being respec-
tively hingedly related to said back-bone section
by intermediate freely flexible parts of said pli-
able sheet material from which said side and
bottom portions are formed, said bottom portions
being disposed perpendicular to the side por-
tions, said fop and end forming members hav-
ing free terminal portions inturned, superim-
posed upon and secured to said stiffened and re-
enforced bottom portions, and means to releas-
ably secure the body sections thus formed in
closed together meeting relation. |

4. A traveling bag as defined by claim 3 where-
in the means to releasably secure the body sec-
tions in closed together meeting relation com-

prises a slide fastener structure, the cooperative

component parts of which are secureg to the free
edge portions of the respective top and end form-
ing members of said body sections. |

ARY KAUFMANN.

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name . Date
1,676,229 Grossman et al, . __._._ July 3, 1928
2244091 Weln ________ . ____ June 3, 1941
2,212,716 Lowe o Feb. 10, 1942
2,346,563 Doppelt . ___ Apr. 11, 1944
2,420,150 Riess May 6, 1947

| FOREIGN PATENTS

Number Country Date

117,830 Australia — . ______ Sept. 17, 1943
397,567 Great Britain . ____ Aug. 31, 1933




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

