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1 Claim.
1 .

‘This invention relates.to match pack con-
tainers, or maftch hoxes, and more particularly
t0 a container for a match pack having g striking
- surface for igniting a match. The match pack
utilized in the container of this invention is pref-
erably formed from the well-known book of
matches, which normally includés a plurality of
matches separated from each gther at their upper
or head ends, but formed from a single piece of
paper or the like, and thereby attached together
at their lower ends. The matches are enclosed
by and attached at their lower ends to a cover
formed of paper or the like, on a portion of which
Is a coating of abrasive particles, attached to
the paper by a suitable adhesive. | |

In using such match books, there is always
danger of igniting the entire book of matches,
unless the cover is closed before striking a single
match., It often happens that the user is either
in too much of a hurry or does ngt sufficiently
appreciate this danger to close the cover before
striking a match. Attemvpts have been made to
overcome this difficulty by placing the striking
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surface on the rear of the cover, but such a

book is inconvenient to use because it must be
turned over for striking, and is also more diffi-
cult to manufacture than a book with the striking
surface on the front of the cover.

In addition, in the case of ea,ch of the a,bove
types, it is normally necessary to utilize two hands
in opening the covear, and also in closing the cover
after the desired match has heen extracted or
torn oif from the remaining matches. Also, match
books are thrown awayv as soon as the matches
have been used, so that advertising material or
the like placed on the book cover loses its value
after the matches have been used.

Among the objects of this invention are to
provide a container for a match pack having a
striking surface for igniting a match, which will
be safe in operation; to provide such a con-
- talner in which the heads of the remaining
matches must be enclosed or covered before a
match can be struck on the igniting surface: to
provide such a container which will enable the

striking surface of a match pack formed from a

match book to be utilized for igniting a match

extracted therefrom; to provide such a container
in which a match pack from which all of the
- matches have been extracted may be readily re-
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- 2 . _
of which may be made of plywood or the like;
to provide such a container which may be opened
and closed with one hand; and to provide such 2

~container which will be light in weight and rela-

tively simple in construction.,
Other objects and novel features of this inven-
tion will become apparent from the following

- description, taken in connection with the accom-

ranying drawing, in which: -
Fig, 1 is a front elevation Of a. container con-

structed in accordance with this 1mrent10n and
enclosing g pack of matches

Fig. 2 is a cross section of the container in
clozed posﬂ:mn taken along line A—A of Fig. 1;
and -
Fig, 3 is a cross section smula,r to Fig, 2, but
with the conftainer in open position.

The match pack container constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention, as illustrated in the
drawing, comprises a receptacle R having a cover
C, and enclosing a match pack P. The receptacle
R is open at the top, but otherwise enclosed by a
pottom 10, sides i1 and ends {2, The cover C
forms a top for the receptacle R, a tongue and

groove connection 13 being provided along each
side of the cover and receptacle to permit rela-

tive sliding movement between the receptacle and
cover, ior opening and closing. The upper end
of the cover may also be provided with a tongue
(4, adapted to fit into a groove 15 in the upper

end of the receptacle, so as to hold the cover more

securely in closed position and also to provide a
better seal and thereby insure that heads 186 of
matches [T will not be ignited when the head

of an extracted match is ignited by passage

across a striking surface 18 on the cover {9 of

 the match pack.
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placed by a fresh pack; to provide such a con-

tainer which may be made of a number of various
materials; to provide such a container which may
be made of wood, or other nonmetallic material:
to provide such a container, the major portion
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The cover C is prowded with a slot or aperture
28 adapted, when in closed position, to provide
access to the striking surface 18. The slot is
s0 positioned that it will register with the nor-
mal striking surface portion of a match pack
formed from a match book by tearing off at least
the front portion of the cover of the match book.
. As In Fig. 2, the cover C completes the en-
closure for the heads of the matches when closed,

“and, as in Fig. 3, the cover C prevents access to

the striking surface when in open position.
Thus it is impossible to strike a match until the
cover is closed, thus insuring that the remain-
ing matches will not be ignited when an ex-
tracted match is struck. To prevent the cover
from sliding out of the receptacle accidentally,
when opened, a suitable stop may be provided,
such as a pin 21 adapted fo extend into a longi-
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tudinal groove 22 in the under side of cover C.
'The pin, of course, is normally in the position
shown in Fig. 2, but may readily be inserted In
the receptacle R through a hole in the lower end
thereof, insertion of the pin having been par-
tially accomplished in the position shown in Fig.
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' ‘be formed b'jr molding or extrusion. When the

3. It will be understood, of course, that any other
suitable manner in which disengagement of the

cover and receptacie is prevented may be utilized.

it is easy to extract a match from the con-
tainer of this invention, as an advantage thereof

10

lies in the fact that the container can be opened

and closed with one hand. The receptacle may
be held in the fingers, and the thumb placed -
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tipon the cover for sliding the cover open. After

a match is extracted, which is accomphshed as

readily as in the case of a match book, the cover
can be slid into closed position by movement
of the thumb placed on the cover. The ex-
tracted mateh may then be passed across the ex-
posed striking surface to ignite the same.

To replace the used match pack with a fresh

pack, it is necessary only to reach into the con-

tainer, extract the remaining portion of the pack,
and then insert a fresh pack formed by {earing
off at least the ironi 0of the cover of a matca
ook, |

metal shortage wood or the like is preferred.
Preferably, the. material has a finish such that
sdvertising matter, if desired, may be printed
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‘The rcceptacle R and cover C may be made'_ |
of any desired material, although in times Of
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upon the front and/or back of the container, or

even the sides and ends thereof. The advantage
of placing advertising material upon the con-

tainer lies in the fact that the container is used
whereas, a match book is
thrown away after the matches have been eX=

over and over agaln,

hausted. -

In addition to material such as WOOd in anh
the tongue and groove connection {3 is readily
made, the bottom (8 of the receptacle and the
cover C may be made of plywood, metal or the
like. TIn such case, it may not be necessary to
form a tongue on the cover, since the plywood
will readily slip into the groove formed in the
sides and upper end of the receptacle. Tor more
aasthetic appeal, the container may be made of
 plastic, either colored or clear. An advantage of
clear plastic is the ability of the user to ascertain

Ly sight the number of matches remaining in

the pack. The plastic may be of the thermo-set-
ting or thermoplastic variety, and the parts may
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value.

" cover is formed by extrusion, it may be desirable

to provide a lap joint between the cover and
receptacle, wherein the edges of the cover over-
lap a rim formed on the receptacle.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that
the match container of this invention is safe
in operation, may be manipulated witlh one hand,

and has an advertising, as well as a practical
1t W;ll be unders’cood that embodiments
other than that described and illustrated may
exist: that materials other than those enumer-

‘ated may be utilized; and that various other

changes may be made, such as a diffierent type
of joint between the cover and receptacle, all
without departing from the spirit and scope of
this invention. |

What is claimed is:

A container for g match pa,-cﬂ having a striking

surface for igniting a match, comprising a rec-

tangular receptacle enclosed at the ends, sides
and bottom; a cover for said receptacle having a
slot extending transversely thereof adjacent the
lower end and & groove on its underside extend-
ing t0 3 predetermined point adjacent its upper
end, said cover and receptacle being provided
with g cooperating tongue and groove connection
for sliding movement of said cover relative to
cgid rveceptacle, whereby said receptacle may be
grasped in the hand of a user and sald cover
ciid downwardly by a thumb or finger to provide
sccess to matches within said receptacle, and
said siot being so disposed that when said cover
is in ciosed position, access is provided to said

' SLlihii’lw surface through said slot; and a pin ex-

tending through the lower end of sald receptacle
md into said groove so as to limit the downward
movement of said cover. . o
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