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1 Claim.
This invention relates to gardening imple-
ments, and its general object is to provide a hoe
that is capable of being subjected to great strain,
without fear of damage to the blade adjacent to
the handle socket means or breakage or discon-

nection of the socket means from the blade, in
that the blade is formed to provide a reinforced

‘pocket to fit and partially surround the socket

means which in the present instance is a sleeve
welded within the pocket in a manner to reinforce
the connection thereof, so regardless of the direc-
tion of the straining action on the blade, the
possibility of damage, breakage or separation is
reduced 10 a minimum.

A further object is to provide g hoe of the char-
acter set forth, that is simple in construction,
inexpensive to manufacture, and extremely effi-
cient in use and service. |

This invention also consists in certain other
features of construction and in the combination
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing and specifically pointed out in
the appended claim.

In describing the invention in detail, reference
will be had to the accompanying drawing where-~
in like characters denote like or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating the
hoe which forms the subject matter of the pres-
ent invention.

Fligure 2 is a vertical sectwnal view taken there-
through.

Ficure 3 is a perspective view of the socket -

sleeve. |

Figure 4 is & fvagmenta,ry rear view.

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken approxi-
mately on line 5—5% of Figure 4, loekmg in the
direction of the arrows.

Referring to the drawing in detaﬂ the refer-
ehce numeral { indicates the blade which as
shown is substantially of the conventional rec-
tangular shape, for the major portion of its area,
in that it is relatively wide and has rounded
upper corners, straight side edges and a beveled
lower edge. The side edges of the blade may
likewise be beveled, with the hevel of one side
edge oppcsed to that of the other, while the bevel
of the lower edge of the blade is on the front face
thereof and inclined inwardly toward the rear
face, ag best shown in Figure 2.

In the formation of the blade, the uppe-r por-
tion thereof is stamped or pressed to provide from
adlacent the center to the upper portion, rein-
forecing ribs gradually inereasing in width from
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their lower to their upper ends and arranged In
corrugated formation, as best shown in Figure 3,
there being a relatively lonhg center rib 2 and side
ribs 3 which radiate in diverging relation from
adjacent the lower end of the center rib 2, as
shown in Figures 1 and 4.

~ The blade is further stamped at the upper por-

tion of the ribs to provide an elongated channel
pocket 4 that is relatively deep and of trans-
versely curved formation. The pocket portion
extends from the front face of the blade and
rearwardly thereof for a considerable distance,
and the upper ends of the pocket portion are
rounded downwardly from their front to the rear
ends thereof, as best shown in Figure 2.

Mounted in the pocket is a sleeve 5 pmwd_mg 2}
socket for the handle 6, and it will be noted that
the pocket is not only shaped to follow the curva-
ture of the sleeve 5, but fits the sleeve and is of a
width to partially surround the same.

The sleeve is fixed in the pocket by welding the
same therein, as at 7 and 8, and from Figure 2,
it will be noted that the pocket portion is curved

rearwardly as at 9, with the sleeve extending for-

wardly beyond the curved portion to provide a
recess for receiving the welded material 1, while
the welded material 8 is disposed between the
sleeve and the rear end of the pocket portion.
The forward end of the sleeve terminates rear-

- wardly of the front face of the blade, and the

handle is secured in the socket provided by the

‘sleeve by a pin 10, in the form as shown. The

sleeve is preferably tapered inwardly toward its
rear end to set up a wedging action with the
handle, for cooperation with the pin 10 for se-
curing the nandle therein, as will be apparent.

Tt will be further noted that the pocket portion
is arranged at an acute angle with respect to the
blade, so that the latter extends at a rearward In-
clination therefrom, so that the handle will
be positioned at the proper angle, to facilitate
the use of the hoe.

It is thought from the foregoing description
that the advantages and novel features of the in-
vention will be readily apparent.

It is to be understood that changes may be
made in the construction znd in the combina-
tion and arrangement of the several parts, pro-
vided that such changes fall within the scope of
the appended claim.

What I claim is:
A garden hoe comprlsmg a. relatively wide

blade of substantially rectangular formation and

having rounded upper corners and a beveled low-
er edge, a transversely curved portion formed on
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=
the upper end of the blade centrally thereof and
extending rearwardly therefrom, said portion
providing a channel pocket, reinforcing ribs
formed on the blade in corrugated formation and
extending downwardly from saild portion to ad-
jacent the center of the blade, one of said ribs
disposed centrally of the blade and the other ribs
extending in diverging relation with respect to
each other from adjacent the lower end of the
10 center rib and upon opposite sides thereof, said
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ribs increasing in width from their lower to their
upper ends and merging into the pocket portion
in curved formation, a sleeve welded in the pock-
et and extending forwardly therefrom to provide
a recess at the juncture of the ribs with the
pocket portion to receive the welding material,
sald sleeve providing a handle socket, and a han-
dle secured in said sleeve,

ANDREW M. GUYNN.
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