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1 Claim. (CL 32—70)

This invention relates generally to dental in- pointed out in the appended claims, it being un-
struments and more particularly to a wax spa- - derstood that various changes in the form, pro-
tula of the type having a longitudinal bore ex- portion, size and minor details of the structure
tending therethrough within which is adapted may be made without departing from the spirit

-5 to be disposed a stick of wax or the like where~ or sacrificing sny of the advantages of the in- 5

by upon the application of heat to one end of vention.

sald instrument a substantially continuocus flow For the purpose of facﬂlta,tmg an understand-

of wax may be secured. ing of my invention, I have illustrated in the

It is an object of this invention to provide an accompanying drawing a preferred embodiment

10 improved instrument of the character described thereof, from an inspection of which, when con- 10
which will contain only a few parts which may be sidered in connection with the following descrip-
readily assembled and disassembled, and when in  tion, my invention, its mode of construction, as-
an assembled position will contain a stick of wax sembly and operation, and many of its advantages
mounted within a hollow bore of the instrument, should be readily understood and appreciated.

15 said wax being disposed adjacent one end thereof Referring to the drawing in which the same 15
and there being means provided within the hollow characters of reference are employed to indicate
bore of the instrument for normally urging the corresponding or similar parts throughout the
sald wax towards one end of the instrument to several figures of the drawing:

which the heat is to be applied, said means in- Pig. 1 is a view in plan of a dental instrument

20 cluding a coil spring having one end secured to a embodying my invention. 20
carving member or the like, which may be ig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken sub-
threaded in the opposite end of the instrument stantially on line 2-—2 of Fig. 1.
and the other end of said spring having a washer Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken sub-
secured thereto and acting against one end of stantially on line 3-—3 of Fig. 2. |

o5 Sald wax stick, whereby the assembling and dis- Fig. 4 1s a transverse sectional view taken sub- 25
assembling of the instrument will be facilitated as stantially on the line 4—4& of Fig. 2.
the danger of losing the spring is eliminated. - Fig. 5is a transverse sectional view taken on the

Another cobject of this invention is to provide line 5—5 of Fig. 2.

an improved tool of the character described hav- Referring to the drawing more specifically by

30 Ing a novel and improved form of spatula con- characters of reference, the numeral 10 desig- 30
nected therewith, said spatula being detachably nates generally a hollow tubular member formed
secured in operative position within one end of a  of suitable material and having the longitudinal
hollow handle and having a bore extending there- bore i extending therethrough. Each of the
through for establishing communication between ends of said tubular member 10 is internally

35 the free spoon-shaped end of the said spatula and threaded as shown at 12 and 138, whereby within 35
the interior of the hollow handle for the flow of the end 13 may be detachably secured a member
wax to said spoon-shaped portion upon the appli- {4, within which is fixed a suitable carving in-
cation of heat to said end of the instrument and strument 15. To the other end of the member
means iformed intermediate the ends of said [0 is detachably secured the spatula generally

40 Spatula in the form of ball-shaped portions for designated by the reference character 16, said 40
retaining the heat along the bore, thereby assur- spatula being provided with the threaded portion
mg a2 more continuous flow of wax. t7, which is of somewhat reduced diameter and

A still further object of this invention is to is adapted for threaded engagement within the
provide & dental instrument of the character threaded socket 12. By reason of the reduced

45 described which may be constructed and assem- diameter of the extension {7 there is formed a 45
bled along lines convenient for low cost manu- . shoulder I8 on the spatula, between which shoul-
facture, which will at the same time be durable der and the end of the tubular member 10 may
and also highly efficient for carrying out the pur- Dbe disposed a suitable gasket 19 for preventing

poses for which it is designed. the escape of wax at this point as will be herein-
50  With the foregoing and other objects in view - after more fully described. | 60
which will appear as the description proceeds, The member 16 is formed at its free end with a

the invention consists in certain novel features of spoon-shaped portion 28, said portion being in
construction, arrangement and combination of communication with the hollow tubular mem-
parts hereinafter more fully described, illustrated ber (0 by means of a longitudinal bore 21 extend-

553 In the accompanying drawing, and particularly ing through the member 16. In order to more 55
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efficiently retain the heat so as to maintain the
waX In the bore 21 in a practically flowing con-
dition, I have provided the member (6 with a
plurality of spherical portions 22 and 23 spaced
from each other, said portions being effective
and retaining the heat in the spatula.

Disposed within the hollow bore {1 of the mem-

ber 8 is a stick of wax 24 which in the embodi-
ment illustrated will occupy substantially one--

half of the length of said bore and said stick
having one end thereof in engagement with the
portion 17 of the spatula and the other end there-
of will bear against a washer 25 which is secured
in any suitable manner such as by soldering and
the like as shown at 26 to one end of a coil spring
21, the other end of said coil spring being secured
as shown at 28 to the inner end of the member
14. The effect of this spring will be to gradually
feed the wax stick toward the spatula and of the
instrument as the same is being melted away
in operation.

From the above it will be apparent that I have
provided a device of the character described which
will comprise only a few parts, which parts are
constructed along lines convenient for economi-
cal manufacture and which are capable of ready
assembly and disassembly in the operation of the
device. It will also be noted that by reason of
my novel construction of spatula, there will be
a practically continuous flow of wax to the spoon-
shaped end theref, thus resulting in a better

and more rapid operation. It will also be noted

that the device is so assembled that the parts
thereof such as, for example, the coil spring and
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washer, 25, may not be readily lost or misplaced
when it is required to renew the wax stick within
the instrument.

It is believed that my invention, its mode of
construction and assembly, and many of its ad-
vantages should be readily understood from the
foregoing without further description, and it
should also be manifest that while a preferred
embpodiment of the invention has been shown and
described for illustrative purposes, the structural
details are nevertheless capable of wide varia-
tion within the purview of my invention as de-
fined in the appended claim.

What I claim and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

A device of the characfer described, compris-
ing g nollow cylindrical handle having a spatula
detachably secured in one end thereof, said spat-
wia. having a spooun-shaped portion provided at
the free end thereof and a longitudinal Lore for

esvablishing communication between said spoon-

snaped portion and said hollow cylindrical han-
cdle, & member detachably secured to the other
engd of said cylindrical handle, & wax stick dis-
posed witnin ssid handle, and a coil spring also
arranged witnin said handle for normaeally urg-
ing said wax stick toward said spatula end, said
coll spring having a washer st one end thereof
fixed thereto for engagement with one end of
said wax stick and the other end of said coil
spring being secured to the member disposed
within the end of the cylindrical handle remote
irom the spatula end.
STANLEY L. STEINER.
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