A. W. LINDQUIST 2,183,994
KEY HOLDER | |

Filed Dec. 27, 1938

INVENTOR

ATTORNEY




10

15

20

Patented Dec; 19, 1939

UNITED STATES

2,183,994

PATENT OFFICE

2,183,994
KEY HOLDER

Albert W. Lindquist, Edgewood, R. I., assignor to
Freeman Doughaday Company, a curpam‘tmn of

Rhode Island

Application December 2%, 1938, Serial No. 247_,853

2 Claims.

My present invention relates to the jewelry art,
and has particular reference to a novel construc-
ti0n for a key holder.

I b is te principal object of my invention to pro-

¢ a Key holder having a small number of parts,
mhich can pe easily manufactured at low cost.

iy Is a further okject of my invention to provide
a key noldaer which may be made of spring wire or
of stamped resilient material, and which has no
auxillary springs or other working parts.

wWithh (ke above and other objects and advan-
tagecus fealures in view, my invention consists of
a nove: arrangement of parts more fully disclosed
in the detailsd description following, in conjunc-
ticr: with the accompanying drawing, and more
specifically defined in the claims appended there-
to. |
In the drawing:

g, 118 a plan view of the novel key holder
construction;

g, 2 is a slde view thereof: and
. 3 18 a plan view of the key holder blank.

It fias een found desirable to provide a key ring
0

-~ eonstruction -which does not utilize auxiliary
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springs or telescoping parts, and which is prefer-
ably made of 8 single plece 0of resilient metal,
wherchy there are no auxiliary parts to become
1005e or distorted, and whereby the entire cost of
manufacture is greaﬂy reduced.

Referring toc the drawing, the novel keyring
consfruction inciudes a heart-shaped base {0
made of spring material and having two sides {1
and {2 which incline tcewards each other to pro-
vide a key guide opening 13, the inwardly directed
enas {4 and 1§ being pos.ttmned in contiguous and

ubstantvially touching relation to nrovide a bar-
rier against withdrawal of & key. The base {8 of
the keyring may be of any desired form, hut pref-
r*mb 718 neart shaped to provide & straight cen-
tral porvion 1§, which is vreferably indented as
indicated at 17T to permif locking engagement, as
Ny clamping, with a connecting member {8 of
standard construction, which has an end loop {8
to which the keyring chain 28 is attached. |

The above construction utilizes a single keyring
base whichh may be made of stamped material, or
may be made of spring wire, the two sides being
resiliently urged towards each other so as to retain
the contiguous ends thereof in close adjacency.
When a kKey is inserted into the guideway between
the two ends, the sides of the key will force the
two ends apart so as to permit passage there-

through, and the ends will then come together

agaln as soon as the opening in the key is reached,
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whereupon the key may be strung on one side or
tne other. To remove the key, the key is again
orought up to the upper end of the keyring, and is
again forced downwardly into the guideway, the
two sides then separating to permit movement of 5
the Key head into the open space of the keyring
and thus allow removal of the key from the key-
ring.

The entire construction therefore includes s

- one-piece base, which performs all the functions 10

0i a keyring, these functions being accomplished
by the inherent resilience of the two sides, the key
chain being attached to the lower end of a closure
member secured to the base. Although the illys-

trated keyring is heart-shaped, any other desired 15

shiape may be utilized, the essential feature of the
invention consisting in utilizing a cne-piece base,
having a large central opening, which has two side
arms with their ends in ciose adjacency and
adapied to be separated and to return to their 20
original position because of their resilience.

While I have described a specific constructional
empodiment of my invention; it is obvious that
changes in the size, in the material used for the
parits, and in the arrangement of the parts, may be 25
madage to suit the requirements for different key-
ring designs, without departing from the spirit
and the scope of the mventwn as defined in the
appended claims.

I claim: | 30

1. In a Key holder, an integral, one-plece heart-
shaped base having two arms spaced to provide an
opening and resiliently urged towards each other,
the arms having their ends extending towards

~ each other to form a key-guide passage, and then 35

towards the opening and into close adjacency to
form a closure for said opening, said arms being
integrally coennected by a narrow, straight, hori-
zontal portion with shoulders, and a connecting
member having an end loop mtellocked to said 40
horizontal portion.

2. In a key holder, an integral, one-plece heart-
shaped base _stampe_d from resilient sheet stock
having two arms spaced to provide an opening
and resiliently urged towards each other, the arms 45
having their ends extending towards each other to
foerm a Key-guide passage, and then towards the

opening and into close adjacency to form a. closure
- for said opening

, Sald arms being integrally con- |
nected by a na,rrow, straight, horizontal portion 60
with shoulders, and a connecting member having
an end loop interlocked to said horizontal portion.
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