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8 Claims.

This invention relates to weights for use in
fishing operations and more especially to that
class or character of weight commonly referred

to as a slip-sinker, which is to say a sinker re-

leasably held in a selected position on a fish-
line and slipped in relation thereto as the line
is drawn taut under tension following a strike.

In order to clarify the objective ends of the

present invention, it may be here stated that
there has been previously devised a slip-sinker,

illustrated and described in U. S. Patent No.

2,111,958 of date March 22, 1938, which provides

a body of lead having helically-wound wire

sleeves at each end forming aligned guide-ways

through which the line is reeved, these guides
being associated with a forwardly disposed spring
¢clamp in which the line is caught to yieldingly
fix the line in relation to the lead body. There

are several very major objections to this device,
the principal objection being that the line-guid-
ing helical sleeves are necessarily projected out-

wardly beyond the slip-stream limits of the lead

body, thus causing the sleeves to pick up sea-
“weed, kelp and other suspended matter present

in the water and thereby destroying the lure-

effectiveness of the spoon or plug carried behind

the sinker. A further objection to this sinker
is the annoyance and frequent fouling caused by
the necessity, when applying the sinker, of fol-
lowing the convolutions of the wire in order to

pass the line through the interstices between the

same into the guide-way.

The present invention aims to prcwlde a slip-
sinker of advanced and simplified design and
one in which the foregoing and other objections
to previous devices of a like or similar nature are
overcome, and consists in the novel construction,
adaptation and combination of parts. heremefter
gescribed and clelmed

In the drawing: | -

Figure 1 is a view taken 1n side eelva,twn with
parts in section to illustrate a slip-sinker em-
bodying the preferred teachings of the present
invention.

Fig. 2 is a vertical section thereof taken sub-
stantially on the lengltudmal median line of the
sinker. -

. Tig. 3 is a top plan view.

Fig. 4 is a transverse vertlcal eectmn on line
4—14 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 5 is g henzentel section on lme 5———5 of
‘Hig. 2. |

Referring to the drewmg, the numeral & de-
notes a suitably shaped body of lead, preferably

stream-lined in the manner shown to simulate,

across the channel at each end of the body.
end of each of the cross-arms is anchored by |
embedding the same in one of the flanking cheeks

of the body and the other end closely overlies
the end wall of the opposite cheek, these cross-

the channel.

(C1. 43-——52) | _.
“generally, the hull of a “clipper” plane, and cast

with a channel T which 'is located, desirably, on
the longitudinal median line of the weight and

extends from - the underside thereof into close
proximity of the weight's upper edge.

- This -

channel, at its basal or closed end, is sectionally

enlarged in the provision of a reeve-way 1’ for

“the fish-line and the lower limits of this reeve-

way are defined by cross-arms 8 and 9 trajected
One

arms being of spring wire to permit the free ends

thereof to be sprung outwardly for carrying the
fish-~line over the same in passing the fish-line

from the channel into the reeve-way. AS n-

dicated in Figs. 2 and 5, a slight concavity, as ab
10 and 11, is or may be provided In the two end
wails of the body te receive the free ends of the
related ¢ross-arms.
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‘Associated with the reeve-way at the leadlng |

end of the weight and preferably produced from

one continuous piece of wire formed as a pro-

body to the arm 9 is a clamp {2, said clamp being

- formed by providing a helical turn in the wire
of which the convolutions 12’ and 12’ are in

juxtaposition and disposed in off-set relation be-

low the reeve-way in the substentml plane of

wire be bent to follow generally the lower edge

contour of the weight.

The manner in which. the line 15 apphed be-

el. It is desirable, for reinforcing the
lead body, that the embedded portions of the

longation of the arm 8 and leading through the

25

tween the convolutions of the clamp 12 to yleld- '

ingly fix the sinker in sélected position on the
line, an operation in which the cross-arm 8

serves as a fulerum for the:line, is believed to
be clear from the foregoing description taken
in connection with the drawing, particularly Figs.
1 and 3 thereof in which the line is indicated as
being caught. Fig. 2 is similarly clear in its

showing of the disengaged line with the sinker
free to slip thereon. It is of course obvious that
‘modifications might be resorted to and it 1is
therefore my intention that no limitations be
- implied from the foregoing specific description
of the illustrated embodiment, that no restric-
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tions be read into the hereto annexed clalms exX~ -
cepting where the same are necessarily intro- .

duced to distinguish from prior knowledge in the
‘art, and that such claims be given an Inter-
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2 |

pretation commensurate with the degree to which
the art is advanced.

What I claim is: |

1. A slip-sinker comprlslng a body member
having a through-channel extending upwardly

- therein to have the upper closed end of the chan-

nel operate as a reeve-way for a fish-line, and a
line-engaging clamp of close, helically-wound

spring wire carried by the body member in off-

set relation fto an axial prolongation of the
reeve-way, sald clamp being adapted to hold the

line against the force of a relatively weak pull -

and operating to release the line under the in-
fluence of g predeterzmned stronger pull applied

thereto,

2. A slip-sinker compnsmg a body member
formed with a through-channel extending up-
wardly therein to have the upper closed end of
the channel lie above the weight center of the
body and operate as a reeve-way for a fish-line,

and a line-engaging clamp carried by the body
~Set relation to an axial prolonga-~

member in of
tion of the reeve-way operative to resist a rela-
fively weak pull on the line and releasable from
the latter by the force of a predetermined
stronger pull applied thereto.

3. A slip-sinker comprising a body member
formed with a channel projected the entire
length of the body, a cross-arm trajected across
sald channel at each end of the body and op-
erating with the closed wall of the channel to
define a reeve-way for a fish-line, one end of
each of sald arms being anchored to the body
with the opposite ends being proximate to but
spaced from the end walls of the body to permit
the line to be carried over said free ends in the
passage of the line to or from the reeve-way
through the open throat of the channel, and a
line-engaging clamp carried by the body oper-
ating to resist a relatively weak pull on the line
and releasable from the latter by the force of 3
predetermined stronger pull applied thereto.

4. A slip-sinker comprising a body member
formed with a channel projected the entire
length of the body and extending in an upward
direction therein to have the closed wall of the
channel lie above the weight center of the body
and operate as a reeve-way for a fish-line, a
creoss-arm trajected across said channel at one
end of the body for blocking the free passage of
the line to or from the reeve-way through the
open throat of the channel, said arm having one
of its ends anchored to the body at cne side of
the channel and its other end spaced from the
end wall of the body at the opposite side of the
channel to accommodate passage of the line to
or from the reeve-way through the opening be-
tween said iree end and the end wall of the body,
and a line-engaging clamp carried by the body

2,183,818

off-set relation to an axial prolongation of
the reeve-way, said clamp acting to resist a rela-
tively weak pull on the line and being releasable
from the latter by the force of a predetermined
stronger pull applied thereto.

5. A slip-sinker comprising a2 body member
formed with a channel projected the entire
length of the body and extending in an upward
direction from the underside thereof into close
proximity of the upper limits of the body, the
upper end of said channel being sectionally en-

larged to form g reeve-way for a fish-line, a

cross-arm at each end of the body member

- trajected across the channel to define the lower

limits of the reeve-way, each of said cross-arms
being of spring wire having one end anchored
to the body member and the opposite end

- closely overlying the end wall of the latter to

permit said free ends to be sprung outwardly
from the end wall for carryving the line about
the same in the passage of the line to or from
the reeve-way through the open throat of the
channel, and a clamp of close, helically-wound

- spring wire carried by the body at one end there-

of and in off-set relation below an axial pro-
longation of the reeve-way to permit of the
yvieldable fixing of the fish- Ime between the
convolutions thereof.

6. The slip-sinker defined in claim 6 wherein
the cross-arms and the clamp are all of one
continuous piece of wire of which the portion
thereof leading from one to the opposite end of
the body is embedded in a channel-flanking
cheek of the latter and for reinforcing the cheek
conforms generally to the lower—wa,ll contour
of the same. -

7. A slip-sinker comprising a body member
channeled longitudinally to provide s reeve-way
for a fish-line at the inner limits of the channel,
means associated with the channel and function-
ing to circumvent direct passage of the line to and
from the reeve-way through the open throat of
the channel while permitting the line to be ma-
nipulated through said open throat into and from
the reeve-way, and a line-engaging clamp car-
ried by the body member operating to resist a
relatively weak pull on the line and releasable
from the latter by the force of a predetermined
stronger pull applied thereto.

8. A fishing sinker comprising a body member
channeled longitudinally to provide a reeve-way
for a fish-line at the inner limits of the channel,
and means assoclated with the channel and func-
tioning to circumvent direct passage of the line
to and from the reeve-way through the open
throat of the channel while permitting the line

to be manipulated through said open throat into

and from the reeve-way.
WILLTIAM D. MINSER.
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