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This invention relates to improvements in con-
- tainers; particularly containers for packaging
merchandise to be stored, shipped, or displayed
for sale. o ) .
5 An object of the invention Is to
container such as a box
15 so constructed that it can., before or after
the contents are removed, be set uUp as an orna-
mental toy. Hence
10 ducement to keep it for g long time after ‘the
contents are used up, instead of throwing away

or destroying the container. - |
Preferably, the container Is. made of card-
board or other suitable sheet material, from
15 which a blank is cut and then bent into the de-

pProvide g

sired configuration. The container is closed at

the sides and bottom but open at the top; where
It is provided with a special means which can
close the container and cover the contents, and
20 at the same time readily permit the container

to be opened. Said means when properly dis-

posed contribute directly to the toy design and
shape, - B | | ,
- Another object of the invention is to provide

25 a container with closing members adapted to

enable the container to be shipped in the form.

of a compact unit; but capable, with proper
manipulation, of being secured in position to give
the outside of the container s totally different

30 and more pleasing effect. o | o
| The container is primarily intended for as-
sorted candies, but obviously it may be used for
any other article..  As herein disclosed it is ap-
broximately square in shape and it is given such

35 an appearance as to make it resemble an attrac-
tive toy house.
that when the container has been filled said
members can be laid down fiat upon the candy

to cover same; thus making a very neat, regular

40 DPackage for shipment. However, when the COX-
tainer is to be exhibited for sale, or after sale,
sald members are set up so that the entire pack-
age 1s converted into a toy house or cottage with

2 gabled roof. The closing members give the

45 structure of the roof; and they are hinged to the
body of the container, and can be quickly inter-
engaged to remain in sel-up position, closing the
box as before but nevertheless allowing easy ac-

- cess to the inside thereof.

50  Further, along with the candy inside the box
2. number of knockdown cardboard additions or

- appurtenances can be included to elaborate and
- Such additions
- Same position; and

complete the appeal thereof.
make an outside ‘porch or veranda, doorsills,

55 - chimne%

or receptacle, which

1t gives the owner an in-

The closing members are such

hay windows, attic windows and the )

like; all of cardboard or other material to be _'

“bent into appropriate form and having tongues

Or projections which enter slots in the container
to hold them in place. | | S
The invention thus in practice is well calcy- 5
lated to increase sales; and it serves not only as |
a Storage receptacle for carrying the candies from =
the manufacturer to the distributor and buyer
but it alsc has great advertising value. When

~candies are sold in a box, the latter is usually 10
thrown away as soon as it is emptied, but & box

or container according to this invention can be

transformed as above into a possession dear fo

children, and will therefore be kept for a long
time, during which it is a constant reminder of 18
the candies that were bought in it and the man-
utacturer who produced them. The bottom - of
the box or any other part can ba printed with
the name and address of the maker or other ad-
vertising matter; and the exterior can be fin- 9¢-
ished off in various bright colors and markings

bo suit the season or the class of buyers to whom

It is offered. The box can be shipped as well as =
any other box, because the additions will be :

merely flat pieces of special outline inside of it; 95

~and the top will consist of members which, ‘as -

before stated, will lie down flat against the con-

tents until the box is put on sale or sold. There

Is thus no likelihood of damage in transit, and

‘when the buyer once gets it he can set it up in a 3¢ .

moment. - | |
Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be more fully described hereinafter and the
novel features will be pointed out in the appended
claims, | | o o 85
On the drawing: - e
Figure 1 is an end view of the hox showing =
the top parts folded down as when the box is to
be stored or shipped; = o -
Figure 2 is a top view partly in section showing 44

the parts in similar position, indicating the shape

~of the hinged members at the top of the box to

close it and to be set up in imitation of the roof

of a house: | h - ~
Figure 3 is a perspective view showing in detail 45

the means by which the closing members are en-

gaged to be maintained in set-up position: part

of the container being included;,
Figure 4 shows the bottom construction: -
Figure 5 is a side view of the container when gg-

set up to give full resemblance to a house with

the additions attached; o o
Figure 6 is an end view with the parts in the

Figure 7 is a detail showing a, blank which can gg. .
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be bent to form one of the additions or appur-
tenances, such as a sill for one of the doors of
the house.

The same numerals
throughout.

The container has four sides; & front |, rear 2,
and ends 3 and 4. As stated above, it is made of
s flat blank of cardboard Or other suitable ma-
terial provided on one face with transverse
creases or score lines, SO that when the card-
hoard is bent along the score lines it can be given

identify the same paris

form. The ends of the blank are secured together

by an adhesive or any other suitable means, pret-
erably at one of the corners of the container. At
the bottom, hinged to the front and rear walls, are
sections 5 and 6§, one of which has projections or
rabs T and the other cuts or slits 8 into which the

tabs can be inserted. The flaps Or sections 9.
and ¢ thus engage each other as indicated in
showing in elevation a portion of the

Figure 4,
bottom, and close the bottom: and the contents
are introduced through the top when the con-
tainer is filled. Inside bottom flaps (not shown)
attached to ends 3 and 4 may lie under the flaps

- 5 and 6.

Hinged to the upper edges of the frons and hack
are closing members 9 and {4, and the ends 3 and
4 have hinged extensions {f. These extensions
are triangular to cooperate with the members 9

and i0 to afford a gable top; and the entire ccn-

tainer will thus resemble in appearance & house
or cottage with a double-sloping roof. The mem-
bers 9 and {0 are of course in one piece with the
blank znd so are the extensions 1§ (and the flaps
5 and 5): and the blank is further provided with
score lines or creases along the inner surfaces to
enable these members, flaps and extensions to be
turned over as required. This construction ai-
fords the advantage that when the container is

Jfilled with candy or any other commodity the
extensions |1 and members 9 and {8 can be lz1d

down flat on top of the contents, as in Figures 1
and 2. The container can now be tied with cord,
if necessary, to keep it shut. After the container
is sold, or when it is exposed for sale, the top
members 9 and 10 and the extensions i1 can be
set up as in Figures 4 and D.

To hold the members 9 and 10 In sel~up posi-
tion, each side of the triangular extensions {1 has
a hinged wing {2, united fo the extensions aiong
creases or score lines 13. Each wing {1 is sub-
stantially triangular and when the extensions
and wings are in the same plane, the extensions
with the wings are aproximately square in shape.
Sce Figure 2. The outer or free ends of the mem-
bers & and {0 have similar score lines marking off
flanges 14, so that the flanges can be bent over, as
in Figures 3 and 6. When a dealer or buyer, who
receives the container with the parts 8, 18 and i
rolded down, wishes to put up the rooi, he lifts
the extensions i1 till they are upright and bends
inward the wings 12. See Figure 3. The mem-
pers 9 and 10 also are lifted, and the flanges {4 are
forced down and inserted between the wings t2
at each end of the container. The upper edges ol
the wings (2 lie close together but separated to
form narrcw slots or notches for the end por-
tions ¢f the flanges {4. When the flanges 1§ are
inserted into these slots the flanges 14 brace the
extensions |1 against falling downwarg and in-
ward and the wings engage the roci members
and maintain them in correct locatlon. |

Wwindows at various points are represented on
the house, as indicated at 15 and a large one in
the end 4, indicated at 19a.
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The container is rendered still more afirac-
tive by small pieces of cardboard or the like,
which are provided with creases or score lines for
bending, and projections to be inserted into slits
in the walls and roof. AsS illustrated the con-
tainer has additions to create the appearance of
o chimney £8 on one of the roof members and &
roofed afttic window {7 on the other, with pro-
jections 2% which enter slits 28 to mount them.
Tikewise, there will be a veranca flocr 21 with
roof 22 and columns 23 at one end of the house
over the window i8a, a door sill {8 and a pro-
jecting vestibule roof {8 over it for a door rep-
resenited at the other, a similax sill and roof for
the main entrance 29 pictured on the front wall
i, and additions 24 forming bay windows for the
sront and back walls of the house. One of these
appurtenances, suchh as the sill 18, is illustrated
in Figure 7. It has score lines 13 to enable the
cardboard to be turned down in front, extensions
a7 £qv the sides with wings 28 10 g0 under the
ton, and tengues 25 for the slits 26. The others
will be similarly made, each according to the
celected outline and purpese in a manner well
rnawn to those skilled in the art. -

From the foregoing description the merits of
ine invention will be quite apparent. The con-
teiner is effectively closed when the parts 9, 10
and §1 are laid flat on the top, and it is also

closed when the members 9 and 10 are set up, o

heecguse their free ends are maintained in ad-
jacent relaticn DYy tne wings 2. In this con-
dition the container can be cpened merely by
lifting one of the members 9 or {0.
The exterior of the container can be suitably
nished in lines and colors that present an out-
1ine of roof tiles, stones, bricks, timber, and trim,

with the docrs and windows and the varicus out-

side appurtenances in any position chosen for
them. It always makes an acceptablie gift be-
cause when the candy has all been eaten, the con-
Loiner can be turned over to the children in the
family, or otherwise used for display in the
owner’s house. |

Of course the appurtenances shown can be
varied in number and character tc any desired
oxtent. They may include a cardboard Santa
Claus in a sleigh with reindeer for insartion be-
tween the flannges (4 to make a box of candy
suitable for the Christmas holidays.

While I have described the container as hav-
ing certain specific structural features, I of course
do not wish to pe strictly limited thereto but de-
sive the invention to be consirued as brecadly as
iz consistent with the broad terms in which the
sppended clalms are expressed.

Having described my invention, what I believe
to be new and wish to protect by T.etters Patent
of the United States, is:

1. A container having four sides, & hinged tri-
angular extergion at the top =edees of each of two
cpnosite sides of the container, a flexible wing
extending from each Of said extensions, & hinged
cover raember attached to the top edge of each
of the remaining two copposite siddes and each
having a fexible porticn along its free edge, said
oxtensions and said members being carable of
taking overlapned positions to clese {he top or
being set up with sald wings projecting inward
and said portions inserted between the wings of
coch extension to cause said members 1o provide a
sable roof for said coniainer.

o A container having four sides, a hinged cover
member attached to the top edge of each of two
opposite sides and a triangular extension attached
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‘Peing adapted to be folded down in fat overlap-
‘bing relation, the outer ends of each of said

members having a flexible bortion, and each of
the extensions having wings which can be bent
- To extend inward from sald extensions when the
latter are set up, sald then wings having their .'

wings and th

to the top edge of each of the other two opposite

. upper EdQES _substa;ntially" parallel buf spaced
sides, the extensions and the hinged ‘members -

apart forming slots to receive the flexible por-
~tions along the free ends of the hinged members,
80 that the said members”are;engaged.With said -
ereby held in set-up position to form 5

- a gable roof on said container.

RAY W. KROUT,




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

