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My invention relates to improvements in gar-
ment hangers, the objects of which are to pro-
vide means for gripping and suspending trousers,
skirts and the like without resorting to spring
pressure; to provide a grip which is at all times
proportional to the weight of the article carried,
and to provide a device which can be quickly
opened by a touch of the fingers and closed by
merely moving the gripping members into con-
tact with the garment to be suspended thereby.

The invention consists essentially of a sup-
porting rail to which a pair of pivoted levers are
slidably attached, the levers are connected to-
gether at their lower extremities by a pair of
horizontally disposed gripping bars which coact
to support the garment, as will be more fully
described in the following specification and shown
in the accompanying drawing, in which:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the garment
hanger.

igure 2 iIs an end elevational view, showing
the hanger open to receive a garment.

In the drawlng like characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in each figure.

The numeral | indicates generally pairs of
levers, each pair consisting of crossed members 2
which are pivotally connected intermediate their
length by a rivet 3. The upper end of each
crossed membper 2 is provided with a cam slot 8
which is at an angle from the vertical axis of
the levers.

Mounted between the pairs of levers [ is a top
rail ® having a hook 6 intermediate its length by
which the garment hanger is suspended from 2
suitable support, not shown. The top rail b is
fitted at each end with a pin T which extends
between compliementary cam slots 4 of each pair
of levers. |

The lower extremity of complementary crossed
members 2 of each pair of levers is connected
together by a bar 8 which is preferably rectangu-
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lar in cross section and is outwardly curved in-
termediate ifs length as at 9, so as to provide
a space {0 in which the seam of the trousers
may he accommodated.

To suspend a garment in the hanger, the lower
end of the crossed levers 2 are spread apart by
the fingers, while exerting a slight upward 1ift
thereto, which causes the upper ends of said
levers to slide upwardly about the pins T and dis-
poses the slots 4 at such an angle to the vertical
that the gripping bars 8 remain separated as
shown in Figure 2. The upper end of the garment
1s then placed between the gripping bars and the
Iatver are pressed together with a downward mo-
tion, thus closing them about the garment. The
weight of the garment exerts a continuous down-
ward pull on the gripping bars and the cam ac-
tion of the slots 4 coacting with the pins T causes
sald bars to maintain s grip on the garment com-
mensurate with the weight to be supported.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A garment hanger comprising a top rail
adapted for suspension from a support, a pair of
pivotally connected crossed members slidably
connected adjacent the ends of the top rail, the
lower extremities of one pair of crossed members
being connected to complementary lower extremi-
ties of the second pair by bars between which a
garment is adapted to be gripped.

2. A garment hanger comprising a top rail
adapted for suspension from a support, a pair of
pivotally connected crossed members connected
adjacent the ends of the top rail, said cross mem-
bers each having a slot adjacent its upper end,
the slot of each member of a pair serving as a .,
cam and a connection to the top rail, and a pair ™
of bars connecting the lower extremities of the
crossed members of one pair with complementary
lower extremities of the second pair of crossed
mempers.
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