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display table or the like, and it is an object of
the invention to provide such a device which may
be:cheaply and readily constructed, and which is
durable and wholly efﬁc1ent in use for its intend-
ed purpose.

Tt'is a further object’ of the invention to pro-

| vide a merchandising or display table or counter

10

as

20

inr which the partitions for articles being displayed
or carried thereon are readily adjustable to ac-
commodate the table to the partlcular articles
belng djsplayed |

- Tt is a further objeet of the mventmn to pro-

_wde in such a table or counter means whereby

the partitions for the merchandise may be ad-

justed by manipulation only of those partltlons'

“which are to be moved to a new position.

- A further object of my invention resides in. pro-
viding partltlon retaining clips. so constructed
that' they may be inserted at variant, predeter-
mined positions in the table top and by angular
movement may be locked in such position to re-
ceive and hold a parmtlon member relatively to
‘an abutting partltlon which is already in place
~and without disturbing the position of or llftlng

the: a,buttmg partition member.

85

 Yet another object of my invention re:.:udes in
providing a partition holding clip having a por-
tion adapted to be inserted at variant; predeter-
mined positions in the table top and having an-

other portion adapted by angular movement lock-
“ingly to.engage beneath the underedge of a par-
tition member already in place and having a por-

- tion adapted to receive and hold a second parti-

tion: member in locked position relative to said
first partition member and without dlsturbmg the

T positlon of said first partition member.

"Yet another object of my invention resides in

promdmg a partition supporting and recewmg
“clip:having portions, one of which is adapted to
be inserted in a recess in the table and another
of ‘which, when the clip is turned angularly about
the axis of the first part, lockingly slides under

- the bottom edge of an adjacent. partltmn already

' in place whereby said adjacent partition holds the

“clipin place, and Whereby the cllp holds the parm-- |

tlon in place.

o Itvis aostill further object of the mventlon to
S pmwde in a merchandising or display table or
50

the like having merchandise compartment part;t-

 tions, readily movable means for supporting the

- partitions, said means comprising clip members
- -which'may be applied to any part of the table top
~ and which may be placed in position by a simple
B

manipulation thereof, the clip and the-partition

" ported upon spaced legs.

(Cl. 312—140.3)

~ This -invezitio-n rela',t"es ‘t0-a merchandising or supported thereby being mutually interlocked by

each other,

It is o further object of the invention to pro-
vide g merchandising table or counter which can
be readily cleaned.

It is another object to provide in such g table
or the like, a single plate perforated top con-
struction to facilitate cleaning, the periforations
being evenly spaced to facilitate flexibility of ad-
jUstment of the merchandise compartments.

It is a further object to provide in a merchan-
d1smg table having side and end raills, means for
readily adjusting the position of the posts which

support said rails.

Numerous other objects and advantages of this
invention will be apparent from the following de-

~ seription, taken in connection with the accom-

panying drawings, wherein there is set forth cer-
tain preferred embodiments of the invention.

In the drawings, wherein like reference nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout,

Pigure 1 is a perspective view of a complete
merchandise -display table embodying my inven-
tion.

Figure 2 is a sectional view of the table taken
substantially along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, look-
ing in the direction of the arrows.

Figure 3 is a perspective detail of one form ol
side post for supporting the rail glass.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modified

form of side post support.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an end or
corner post for supporting the rail glasses.

Figur'e 6 is a view of a modiﬁed form of end
post. .

Figure 7 'is a perspectwe detml of a removable
clip for supporting a partition.

Figure 8 shows a modified form of clip. -

Figure 9 shows a further modified form of clip,

together with a Special” type perforated base
member.

Figure 10 is a top view showing the method of

Figures 11 and 12 are top views showing the

- method of. applymg the clip of Fig. 8 to support a

pa,rtltlon

‘In the drawings' the invention has been sh_own
applied to a merchandising or display table sup-
However, it is to be
understood that the invention 1s equally ap-
plmable to counters or the like, wherein the top

on which the merchandise is carried is supported
upon a box-like support enclosing the space be-

neath the top. Further, it is to be understood

that the invention isapplicable to tables or.coun-
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' applying the clip of Fig. 9 to its base member, and
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ters having tiltable tops, as well as to a table or

counter of the flat type shown. |
As indicated in the drawings in the embodiment
illustrated, the table top {5 or -support member
on which the merchandise to be displayed is car-
ried, is perforated. As seen more particularly in
Figs. 11 and 12, the perforations {7 are evenly
and symmetrically spaced laterally and longitudi-
nally of the table top. The perforations are of

uniform size and may be conveniently formed by
the drilling of the table top which may be either -
~metal, wood or other desirable material. T
taple top may be supported in any convenient or
well-known manner upon the legs 19’ of the table.

The side rail pieces 19 and the end rail pieces
21, which in the embodiment shown are indicated

as being constructed of glass, are held in vertical

position peripherally of the table top by means

of corner supporting posts 23 and side posts 25

and 26 forming supplemental supporting means
“for the relatively long side rail glasses. Preferably
arranged around the outside of the rail glasses.
Is a rail guard member 21, which may be of metal.

The guard member gives an ornamental appear-
ance to the table assembly and protects the rail

glasses. It may be of any suitable construction;

- 1n the preferred embodiment I have shown it as

30
35

40

45
- may be located at substantially any point longi-

‘tudinally of the table where support is desired.
- openings in the table top and turned angularly,

constructed to be slipped downwardly into posi-
tion around the outside of the raijl glasses and
supported on the table top, as shown in Fig. 2.
Alternatively it may be formed as a part of the
table top. The corner posts 28 and the supple-

mental side posts 25 and 26 are formed at their

upper ends with reversely bent spring clip por-
tions 27 which hold the glass in position. At the
bottom, these members are supported upon the

‘perforated table top in any desirable manner,

preferably by self-tapping screws which pass

through horizontal flanges formed on the bot-
toms of the support posts and through the per-
forations in the table top. An ordinary nut and

bolt could be used as a securing means, but I

prefer to use a self-tapping screw, various forms
of which are well-known. By reason of the fact

that the table top is perforated throughout its
length the side rail support members 25 and 25

- This is a material advantage for it will be seen

50
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‘that it secures a desirable flexibility of adjust-
ment. The side rail support member 26, unlike
side support member 25, not only supports the side

rail glass 19, but also forms the support for a
merchandise cross divider or partition 28. The

side glasses 19 and various partitions may be

formed of glass, metal, composition, wood or any
desirable material. One preferred form of side

rall support post 26 is shown in Fig. 3. In this

embodiment the horizontal base flange 31 of the
post is secured to the table top by means of self-

‘tapping screws 33 which pass through drilled

openings in the flange base and in the table top.

A tab 35 Is struck from the base and turned verti-
- cally upwardly and forms the support for one

side of the partition glass 29. A similar tab 37
is struck away from the metal of the horizontal

base and bent vertically upward in the opposite
direction, forming the support for the other side

- of the partition glass 29. |
form of base for the side support post 26 is shown

In this form two spring bracket members 29

one for supporting each side of the glass parti-

tion 29, are arranged with their horizontal lower

‘portions secured to the horizontal flange of the
post 26 and with thei_-i*_.upstanding vertical por-

2,148,892

The

In Fig. 4 a moedified

extension 59.

tions in parallel aligsnment for engagement with
the glass. The lower horizontal portions of the
brackets may be secured to the base flange of the
post by any suitable means, such as by welding.
The horizontal portions of the brackets are per-
forated for the reception of the self-tapping
screws 33. I

One preferred form of corner post 23 is shown
In Fig. 5. In this embodiment the horizontal sup-

‘porting flange of the post is perforated for the

reception of the self-tapping screw 33 by which
It is secured to the table top, and portions 41,
similar to the portions 35 and 37 of the post 26,
shiown in Fig. 8, are struck from the base flange
and are bent vertically upwardly so that they lie

~ parallel with but spaced from the vertical wall
- portions 42 of the post with which they are as-

sociated. The rail glasses are received between
- the tabs 41 and the upstanding wall portions in

the post, being thus held in. position at their

lower edges. The upper edges of the rail glasses

are held by the reversely bent portions 27 previ-
ously described which, in the case of the corner

posts, as shown in Fig. 5, are formed into two sub-

stantially - individual spring eclips. A modified

form of base for the corner post support is shown

In Fig. 6. In this embodiment a separate plate

membper €3, having vertical upstanding walls 45

arranged at right angles with respect to each

- other, is perforated for the reception of the self--

tapping screw 33 by which it is secured to the

“horizontal base flange of the corner post and to

the table top. The rail glasses are secured in

this case at their lower edges between the por-

tions 4% of the member 43 and the upstanding

walls 42-of the corner post. Member 43 may be

secured- as by welding, to the horizontal base
flange of the corner post, or it may. be held in
position merely by the self-tapping screw 33.
Means is provided in the form of clips adapted
to be detachably inserted in the table top at de-
sired points, for locking in position certain par-

- titlons in abutting relation to other partitions

previously located in place and in such a manner
that such partitions already in place need not be

‘removed nor lifted out of position. These clips

are constructed so that when a portion is inserted

Y
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in one of a plurality of symmetrically spaced -

another portion thereof engages under a parti-
tion already in place and in such turned posi-
tion receives or seats another or cross partition

50

whereby the clip and partition are mutually and

detachably held in position; the clip being locked

In position by the portion underlying the parti-
tion already in place and the second or cross par-
tition seated in the clip being held from displace-
ment longitudinally. of the first mentioned parti-

tion by means of that clip portion which is lock-
ingly inserted in the opening in the table top.

‘The preferred form of clip or support member
by which the several partitions such as indicated
at 41, 48, 49, 50 and §1, as shown in Fig.'1, may be

55

60

removably held in position, is shown in detail per-

~spective in Fig. 7. The clip member 53 may be
stamped from.a single sheet of metal and formed

65

into vertical upstanding walls 54 and 55, arranced

at right angles to each other, a horizontally ex-
tending tab 56 extending from the lower edge of
wall 94, and a tab 57 extending horizontally from
the bottom of wall 55 and then upwardly par-
allel to wall 58, as indicated at 58, to form »
spring bracket portion. Extending downwardly
at the juncture between walls 54 and 55 is an

0

75



'shown by reference -to Figs. 11 and: 12,
tension 59 of the clip-is first inserted through a
perforation 17 in the table top along side of a
rail or partition which may be already in posi-
‘tion such as side rail 19, as indicated, at the point
where the new paltltmn is to be located. The
-initial position of the clip member is as shown in
-Fig. 11;- wherein the walls 54 and 5% are vertically

3,148,892

The manner: of apphcatmn of the: chp is best
The ex-

extending and are arranged at angles of 45 de-

.grees with respect to the rail member {9 with

~which the clip is to be associated. After the clip

- has been moved downwardly so that the bottom
- portions of walls 54 and 5% rest upon the table

15

top, the clip: is rotated: counter~clockwise by

- reference to Fig. 11 to slide the horizontal flange

386 beneath the wall member 19, as indicated in

 Fig. 12. The clip is now in such position that the
- new partition 47 to be inserted may be forced be-

| ,:_20

‘tween wall 55 and spring clip 58, and thus secure-

-1y held in position. It will be noted that during
~ the application of the clip the fixed rail member

25
" tated to the position of Fig. 12 and the partition 417
~ inserted, the entire assembly is locked in posi-

“tion. The clip member and the new partition &1

are mutually interlocked, it being understood that

& similar clip supporting means is to be arranged

- 30
~ at.the other end of the wall 47 to hold it from

19 is not disturbed, it being unnecessary to raise
or adjust the rail a,lready in position during the

applying operation. After the clip has been ro-

‘rotation. The partition 4T then locks the clip
- from- rotation so that flange 56 cannot escape

35

W&H {9, and the clip in turn locks the partition

81 in place by virtue of the engagement of its
~walls 55 and 58 with the partition. By referring

to Flgures 2 and 12, it will be noted that when

| ‘the clip is positioned as in Figure 12, the exten-

~ sion or prong 59 of the clip by reason of its en-~
‘gagement in one of the holes of the table top, pre-
vents the clip sliding longitudinally of the cross-

related par tition such as 47 as shown in Figure 2,

- whereby the partition which is seated or carried
by the clip-is locked in predetermined abutting
= relation with respect to its angularly dlspased

~ partition.

- It will be seen that the clip 53 provides a ready

" means for the locating and adjusting of parti-
tions.
a rall or a previously located partition it is merely
‘necessary to insert the clip extension through the

In Iocating a new partition with respect to

desired hole in the table top. The clip is then

' -~ rotated to brmg its horizontally extending tab

under the already located wall member with

which the new partition is to be associated after

- which the par tition may be put into p091t1071 and

i

will: be held firmly in place.

Inasmuch as the
table top 1s uniformly perforated over s entire

| surface parti tions of varying lengths may be
‘variously located over the entire table top sur-

- face to accommodate the table to the partmulm

o 'a,rtmles to be. displayed.
~changing of partitions is a simple operation which
any sales person can effect merely by mampula—--
tion of the clip members.
 In Fig. 8 there is shown a modified form of clip
-mmﬂar to that shown in Fig. 7 except that the .
| pro;ectwn Wthh is to extend through the per-
foration of the table top is a. separate bar 60,
 which is secured to the juncture between the walls
: :54 and 55 .of the clip,
~ may.be threaded upon its lower end, if desired,
" to receive a nut 61, after the clip has been moved

_'-":'inta partitmn holding pomtmn The. manner. of

Y

The adjustment or

as by welding. The bar 60

3

using the modified form of clip shown in Fig. 8
is otherwise substantially similar to that described
with reference to the Fig. 7 embodiment.

In Fig. 9 g still further modified form of clip is

shown. In this form the extension 64, which is

to extend through the table top, has at its lower
end 3 horizontally extending lip portion §5. The
portion 65 extends horizontally from the verti-
cally depending projection 64 at an angle of ap-
proximately 45 degrees with respect to the wall
54 of the clip. With this form of clip a tahle top
member having cross-shaped, symmetrically

‘spaced openings 7', as indicated, would be used,

the openings having their longer dimensions run-

ning longitudinally and transversely of the table 15

surface. The clip is initially applied to the table

top -as indicated in Fig. 10, with its walls 54 and

55 at angles of 45 degrees with respect to the
fixed wall 19 with which it is to be associated, in

" the same manner as was described with refer-

ence to the application of the clip shown in Fig. 8.
Tn this position of the clip the horizontally ex-
tending projection 65 slides through the opening
in the table top along one of its long dimensions.
On rotation of the clip from its dotted to its full
line position, the horizontally extending projec-
tion 65 is rotated through an angles of 45 degrees
until it is beneath a portion of the table top be-
tween the two long dimensions of the cross-
shaped opening. On application of the parti-

- tion the clip of Figs. 10 and 11 is not only locked

in position by virtue of the weight of the parti-
tions but also positively by reason of the engage-

ment between the table top and the extending

portion 65.

By reason of the perforations in the table top
the table assembly may very. easily be kept clean
as dirt which tends to accumulate in the mer-
chandise compartments can be readily sifted
through the perforations and thus removed from
the table surface. By reason of the readily re-

- movable clips, partitions may be easily inserted

or removed, or changed: from one position to the
other to accommodate the size of the articles
being displayed and the merchandising condi-
tions under which the table is to he used. The

‘table is thus readily adaptable to various types

of uses. By reason of the multitudinous ar-
rangement of the openings in the table top a
very great number of adjustments and a wide
flexibility is permitied. The partitichs may be
located or relocated by simple manipulation of
the clips, and in several embodiments of the in-
vention without the removal or manipulation of
nuts or bolts or the like. The operation of ad-

justing the clips is one that any salesperson can

readily perform. In inserting a partition it is
not necessary to move or otherwise disturb the

previously located wall such as a rail or partition

with which the new partition is to be associated.
The clips and the partitions which they hold

in place are mutually interlocking, that is, after

the-clip and partition have been located the par-

‘tition prevents the clip from rotation and acci-

dental removal and the clip holds the partition
in place. The clips when in position are held
in- upright alignment by the supported rail or
partition walls which permits the use of a table
top constructed of but a single sheet of metal or
the Iike, thus producing a construction which is
cheap and yet efficient.

- The multitudinous perforatmns in the table
top, together with the use of self-tapping screws,

j4n B8
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provides & ready means for locating the corner

support posts and . more: partmularly the side rail
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supporting posts in substantially any desired po-~

10

sition.

It is obvious that numerous changes might be

made in the specific forms of the invention shown
for purposes of illustration. For example, rail
guards 27 or the threads and nut 61 associated
with the clip of Fig. 8 could be omitted without
departing from the spirit of the invention. The

Invention contemplates the use of equivalents

throughout. I therefore do not wish to be lim-
ited to the precise embodiments shown or de-

- scribed, but only as indicated in the following

16

20

claims.

What I claim as new and desire to 'secure by |

Letters Patent is:

1. In a display table, a table top having spaced
- openings, and an upstanding wall adjacent an

opening, means forming a wall seat, a second
wall mounted in said seat, said means having a
pivotal portion inserted in an adjacent opening
to pivot said means to be turned toward said

upstanding wall, said means including a portion -

adapted automatically to engage and interlock

- with said upstanding wall when said means is 5o

30

turned whereby to lock said means relative to
said upstanding wall. | o

- 2. In a display table, a table top having spaced
openings, and an upstanding wall adjacent an
opening, means forming a wall seat, a second wall
mounted in said seat, said means having a por-

tion interlocking with said upstanding wall to

prevent upward movement of said means, and
sald means having a portion arranged pivotally

~in at least one of the openings of said table top

35

40

to prevent lateral movement of said means.

. 3. In a display table, a table top having spaced
openings, and an upstanding wall adjacent an
opening, means forming a wall seat, a second

wall mounted in said seat, said means having a,
portion adapted lockingly to engage and disen-

gage from said upstanding wall, and said means
having a portion pivotally engaging an opening
whereby said means may be shifted to engaging

and disengaing position. o
4. In a display table, a table top having spaced

-openings, and an upstanding wall adjacent an

opening, means forming a wall seat, a second wall

60

mounted in said seat, said means having a por-

- tion inserted in an opening and arranged. to per-
mit the shifting of said means relatively to said

- upstanding wall, said means being a portion

09

top, a plurality of merchandise confining walls -

adapted in one shifted position to interlock with
sald upstanding wall and in another shifted pO-

sition to be free of said upstanding wall to per-
mit the detachment of said means. o

9. In a display table having a perforated table

~thereon, a support member for supporting & re-

~ movable wall in position with respect to a rela-
tively fixed wall comprising a projection adapted

60

85

70

to extend through the table top to locate the
support in position thereon, g horizontally ex-
tending flange adapted on rotation of the support
to underlie the relativley fixed wall, and bracket
means adapted to engage the sides of the re-

‘movable wall to hold said wall in position, said

wall in turn preventing rotation of said means
to prevent withdrawal of said horizontal flange

from beneath said relatively fixed wall.

6. A clip for a display table comprising a seat
for removably supporting a merchandise confin-
ing wall in position upon a table top, which top

1s provided with spaced perforations, said clip

including an extension adapted freely to be in-
serted in one of sald openings and forming an

-of said clip from said table top.

“holding the clip in position in

2,148,892

‘axis to permit the turning of said clip relatively

to sald table top, said clip including a lateral
portion adapted to pass beneath the edge of an
adjacent wall portion when said clip is turned
on said axis. I |

7. A clip for a display table comprising a seat
for removably supporting a merchandise confin-
Ing wall in position upon g table top, which top

is provided with spaced perforations, said clip

including an extension adapted freely to be in-
serted in one of said openings and forming an

10

axis to permit the turning of said clip relatively -

to said table top, said clip ‘including means
adapted to interlock with a relatively fixed mem-
ber on said table top when said clip is turned on
its axis. - | T B

8. Aclip for a display table comprising a seat
for removably supporting a merchandising con-

ning wall in position upon a table top, which
top is provided with spaced perforations, said

15

20

clip including an extension adapted to engage -

one of said perforations and to be shiftable there-
In, and said clip including means adapted to in-

terlock with a relatively fixed member on said
-table top when said clip is shifted, whereby to

lock said clip in predetermined position on said

‘table top.

9. In & table having a perforated top and a
retaining wall, a elip, for supporting said wall in
position upon said top, and having a projection
adap_tedvta-extendtthrough the table top, a sup-
port means for said wall, and a projection adapt-

30

ed to be moved beneath a relatively fixed ob-

ject-associated with the table top as the clip is
moved to supporting position to

10. In a display table, a table top member
having therein a plurality of cross-shaped per-

Torations, a rotatable support member for re-

movaply supporting a merchandise confining wall
In position upon said table top comprising a
wall supporting bracket and an extension adapt-
ed to project through a perforation in the table
top, said extension having an angularly formed

lip thereon adapted to pass through one of the

cross-shaped perforations, said extension being

turnable to carry the lip out of registration with
- the opening. ‘ T

11. The method of securing a removable wall
upon a perforated table top with respect to a
relatively fixed wall which comprises inserting s
portion of & support member through sald table

top to locate said support member, rotating the

support member to bring a horizontally extend-

ing flange thereon in position beneath the rela- |

tively fixed wall, and inserting the removable
wall within a seat formed upon said ‘support
member. | . .

12. In a display table having a perforated top

and a merchandise confining wall arranged
- tnerecn, means for removably supporting said

wall comprising a clip having a projection adapted
to extend through a perforation in the table top
for. pivotal movement therein, a pair of angu-

larly -arranged .substa,ntiauy vertical portions, a

horizontally extending flange secured to the base

~of each of said portions, and a vertical extension
secured to one of said horizontal flanges and ar-

ranged in parallel spaced relation to the vertical
portion with which said flange is assoclated, the

other of said horizontal flanges having g free out-

er edge and being adapted to engage g member for
. ‘the perforation.”
13. In a display table having g perforated

table top and upstanding merchandise confining

prevent removal .

40

b5C
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_Walls thereon, a clip member for removably se-
~ curing a removable wall in position with respect
to a relatively fixed wall comprising a clip hav~

ing an’ extending portion adapted ta project

“through the perforated table top for pivotal
movement therein, a horizontally extending
flange adapted to rest upon the table top and

underlie the relatively fixed wall for retaining the

clip in position, and spaced vertically extending

portions for engaging the sides of the removable

~ wall, the horizontally extending flange having
~ a free outer edge. | |

15

14. A clip for supﬁarting a partition on & dis-
play table, said clip including means forming a
seat for the partition and having an extension

adapted to be inserted in one of a plurality of

spaced openings in the table top, said extension
being formed to permit said clip to be turned
axially about said extension as an axis, said clip

having means adapted to interlock with an ad-
jacent partition located on said top whereby to
hold said clip in locked position when so turned.

- 15. In a display table, a table top having spaced

openings, a wall member extending upwardly
from said top, a clip having a wall seat, a second
wall member mounted on said seaf, said clip hav-
ing a foot or extension inserted in one of the

 openings adjacent the first mentioned wall, said

1

foot being shaped to permit said clip to be angu-

larly moved about said foot as an axis, and said

~clip having a lateral extension adapted to engage
~ the first mentioned wall member on the table

top to retain the clip.

S

16. A clip for a display table, comprising means
for removably engaging and positioning a mer-
chandise confining wall upon a table top, which
top is provided with spaced perforations, said
clip including an extension adapted to be Ireely

jnserted in one of said openings and forming an

axis to permit the turning of said clip relatively
to said table top, said clip including means
adapted to interlock with a relatively fixed mem-
ber on said table top when said clip is furned on
its axis.

17. In a display table, a table top having spaced
openings, an upstanding wall adjacent an open-
ing, a second wall mounted on the table top, and
means to engage and position a portion of the
second wall, said means having a portion adapted
lockingly to engage and disengage from said up-
standing wall, said means having a portion piv-
otally engaging an opening whereby said means
may be shifted to engaging and disengaging posi-
tion.

18. In a merchandising table, a table top mem-
ber having substantially uniform perforations
over substantially its entire surface, said perfora-
tions having a central portion adapted to sup-
port and position a pivot member for pivotal
movement in the plane of the table top, said
perforations being symmetrically configurated in
all directions and being extended longitudinally
from said central portion to accommodate a cor-
responding angularly formed locking lip on a sup-
porting bracket.

JAMES E. BALES.
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