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5 Claims.

' This invention relates to a thread dispenser

~ in the form of a container for spool thread of

5

~ tainer in an orderly manner to permit selection
at a glance and the thread from any selected

10
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the usual assorted sizes and colors, such as are
found, loose, partially unwound and in more or
less disorder in a woman’s sewing basket. The
-spools being mounted and arranged in the con-

spool to be readily drawn out, cut to the desired
length and the end of the thread from the spool
left conveniently accessible, to be again, in like
manner, drewn out length by length, whenever
reqwred

Among the imp ertent features ef the invention
may be mentioned the following:

A thread dispenser construction such that the
position of the dispenser on a table or other sup-
port determines whether it is open for use or
closed. That is to say, when the dispenser is posi~
tioned for use, the top thereof presents cut-outs or
open windows through which the spools of thread
therein are exposed to view, enabling instant
‘selection to be made anid the thread desired

drawn out as required, wtihout necessitating.

close inspection to determine size, color, etc.
When not in use, the position of the dispenser
-is reversed, with its windowed top turned down-

| '_ ward, closing the windows and protecting the
| centelned spools ‘of thread from entering dust

end the fading effeet of sunlight etc.

In thus. ut111z1ng I‘E&VEI‘SlbﬂltY of the dlsnenser
to open and close the same, the construction is
greatly simplified, as the use of a hinged or
other form of top cover is avoided, the over all
d1mensmne are reduced, less space occupied and
~the user can handle the same with gre&ter ease

- and convenience.

40

45

When reversed or in the closed pes1t1on ‘above

'deserlbed a removable bottom cover of the dis-
penser is brought uppermost which presents a

smooth surface that lends itself to ornamenta-

tion and by suitable decoration of the bottom

and the windowed top, the dispenser 1s glven 9,
pleasing and attractive appearance.
- In coepera.trve relation with each spool in

the dispenser there is a terminal loop former,

~ consisting of a thread holder and a cutter, both

50

of which are engageable by the thread through
open entrance slits leading inward from the dis-

penser windows and into which the thread may
be readily drawn without hesitation or uncer-

tain effort. These open entrance slits avoid the

- usual annoyance to the user of being required
 to pass the thread through one or more small -

openings so - that the end thereof will be acces-

(CL 242—137) o
~ sible for drawing the thread length by length

from the spools.

Aside from the window openings and the
thread holder slits leading from these openings,
the dispenser is an ordinary box with a sliding

or other form of bottom cover and as no spe-

cial design or construction is required, the cost
of manufacture is reduced to a minimum.

The spools of thread within the dispenser are
rotatably mounted in a frame of very light and
inexpensive construction, the spool and Iframe
assembly being such as to be entered in and re-

moved from the dispenser as & unit. The spools

are arranged in end to end relation on wooden
rods and are spaced apart by cardboard strips

- 80 as to turn freely and independently of each

other. The card board strips are apertured for
tight fitting passage of the rods and, as propor-
tioned, the assembly fits snugly and is self hold-
ing in the dispenser without requiring fasten-
ings of any kind. Insertion or removal of this
assembly unit requires only the opening of the
bottom of the dispenser to give acecess to the
interior and this is done by removing the slid-
ing cover,

The above and other structural features of
the invention will be explained at greater length
in the detail desenptlon that follows.

In the accompanying drawing I have shown

several eenstructlons suitable for carrying my

invention into effect but do not wish to be un-
derstood as intending to limit myself to the
same, as various changes may be made therein
within the meaning of the appended Cl&ImS

In the drawing

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a thread
dispenser containing six spools, parts being bro-
ken away to show the arrangement of the spoels
and their carrying frame therein.

Ficure 2 is a cross section on the line 2, 2 of
Fig, 1, -

Figure 3 is a longitudinal section on the line
3, 3 of Fig. 1.
- Figure 4 is a bottom plan view, with the slid-
ing cover drawn out to expose the interior of

the container from which the spool assembly has

been removed.

Figure 5 is a plan view of the unit assembly of
the spools and their carrying frame.

Ficure 6 is a plan view of a modification in
which the thread dispenser is shown of tubular
form.

Pigure 7 is a similar view of a unit assembly
of spools, carrying frame etc., suitably formed
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for insertlon in the dispenser shown in Flg G,
and

Figure 8 is g eentra,l longitudinal sectional view
showing the unit assembly of Fig. 7 inserted in
the container of Pig. 6.

Referring now to the drawing represents the

dispenser which is ordinarily stamped up from
thin sheet metal but may be otherwise formed

- of any material preferred. By varying the di-
mensions of the dispenser, as shown, for exam-

ble, in Figs. 1 and 8, it may be made to accom-
modate any number of spools of thread desired.

As will appear, each spool, with its mounting

and thread end loop former, is complete self-con-

talned and independent of any other.spool or
spools with which it may be associated, so that

- shape and dimensions of the dispenser are the
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-are rotatably mounted in a frame of very light
construction, to turn freely, individually, under
the pull of the free ends 3 of the thread as, for
example, when g length of thread is bemg dmwn-_
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only limitations upon the number of sSpools, it can
be made fto accommodate. Popular demand,

however, is for small conveniently handled types

of the two and six spool order therein shown.
The dispenser may take the form of a flat box

of any shape in outline desired. Ordinarily, it
is made square or rectangular, as in Figs. 1 to

4, but may be made in a tubular form, as in
Figs. 6 and 8.

" The top of the dispenser is cut out at 2. num-
ber of points to provide open windows 2, 2, ete.,

suitably spaced apart and so located as to elee,rly |

expose to view and make accessible the spools

of thread therein. Preferably, there is a win-

dow ahove each spool through which ths fres

end 3 of the spool thread is brought up for en-
gagement with the terminal loop former con-

sisting of the thread holder 6 and cutter 5. |

Passage for the thread to . the holder 6 and
cutter 5, is provided by way of open flared en-
trance shts_ Ba and 4, leading inward from each
window opening 2. 'Entra,nce to these glits is
made wide enough to enable the thread to be
readily passed into them without regquiring
special care or effort on the part of the person

‘handling the thread.

The thread holder 6 and 4 is in the form of
a hooklike Iug and the cutter 95, is shown as a
circular opening at the end of the slit 4 hoth
being integrally formed in the container top.
 The dispenser is open at the bottom and pro-
vided with an outward turned flange {8, which
is engaged by a channel-edged cover i1, the side
and rear marginal portions 12, of which are bent
over to slidingly engage the flange. 'The front

~edge 13 of the cover is also bent over to vrovide
a thumb and finger hold for slidingly moving the
cover back and forth as required. to open end

close the bottom of the dispenser,
The spools of thread {4, within the conte.mer

from the dlspenser |

The frame is made up of a ﬂumber of rods (5,
preferably of wood, on which the spools i€ are
loosely mounted in end to end relation and are
spaced apart and held properly positioned on
the rods by cross strips 16 of ea,rdboe,ld or other
suitable material. . -
- The assembly of the spools and thelr carryving
frame is best shown in Fig. 5 and is dimensioned

to so snugly fit within the dispenser as to be fric-

tionally held therem without the aid of euher

fastening means.
~ The assembly shown in Flg 5 is removable

from and replaceable in the chspenser as a umtﬂ

- dispenser and the sliding cover closed,
- remains to loop the free end of the thread from

2,148,860

and either operation may be carried out by
merely removing the sliding cover 1. No fit-
ting is reqmred there are no parts to be con-
nected or disconnected, excepting the thread,
and the manner of looping the thread so the
free end will be accessible, is very simple and

easily understood by anyone of average intelli-
- gence Wlthout reqmrmg special skﬂl or ex-

perience,
When the umt assembly of the spools and

their carrying frame have been entered in the
it only

each spool between the thread holder and cut-
ter and the dispenser is ready for use. "

It will be understood that the operation in
- forming the end loop 8 in the thread is the

same for each spool in the dispenser, also that
the same loop formation is employed for the
thread end of new spools -as for the end of each
length of thread after it is drawn from the
dispenser but before it is cut off, so that a loop
from each spool will always be available.
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In describing the formation of the loop, it -

will be assumed that the free end of the thread

- is brought up from a spool through the window
directly above the same, as shown by the thumb
- and finger illustrations marked A and B. |

25

With the end of the thread thus held between |

the thumb and finger, it is first drawn into and

through the slit passage 4, until it enters the

cutter opening 5, as indicated at C. If is then
carried over to form the loop 8, by being passed
around the lug 6§ and into the slit 6a, as indi-
cated at D and from there it is brought back to
the slit 4, indicated at E and 13 and again passed
through the slit passage mte the cutter opening,

as indicated at G and H. By a slight jerk, the
thread is cut off on the edge of the cutter open-

ing 5, leaving the loop 9 available for & thumb |

and finger hold when the next length of thread
is to be drawn from the dispenser. As the loop

30
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of the selected thread is grasped between the
thumb and finger and pulled upward, the ex-

treme cut end of the threa,d frees itself from -

the cutter opening and is drawn through and
clear of the slit 6g. Continued upward pull then
draws the thread from the spool through the

~cutter opening 3 and when a full length is drawn
out, the loop forming operation, above descrlbed

is- repeated from the point indicated at C,-

Fig. 1, where the thread first enfers the cutter
opening 5, in Wthh it remains until the spool
is exhausted. If through rough or careless

handling or for any other reason, the loop for- .

mation tends to loosen or free itself, a double

 loop may be formed by repeating the operation,

to hold the thread more securely. If the windows
shown in the top of ‘the dispenser are found in-
sufficient or not conveniently positioned for the

contained spools, as might happen if several

"he,lf-length spools were substituted for one or

more of full length, addltlone,l windows may be

provided in ‘the cover, as mdmated at aa in

Fig. 4.

The medlﬁca,tmn shewn in F1gs 0 to 8 mclu-— |

sive, is merely an ada,ptatmn of the above de-
scribed construction to a dispenser of - tubular

~form, in Whlch the cover {7 at one end of the tu-

bule,r dispenser is removably held in position by

2 screw thread connection and is rotatably af-

tached to the unit spool assembly to be con-

veniently inserted and mthdra,wn from the dis-
penser casing.
“As bemg the most pleasmg effect to the dis~
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- penser a, bird motif decoratlen in contrasting

colors is employed in its ornamentation and so
apphed_that the entrance slit 4 appears as the
open beak of a bird, the cutter -opening 5, the

bird’s eye and the slit 6a and the lug 6, as the

bird’s wing, as shown. This form of decoration

~ serves to guide and locate the slit passages 4, and

10
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- ba and is of material aid in that respect in ferm-
ing the thread loop.

I claim: |
1. A d1spense1 for spool thread ccmsmtmg of a
suitable container, part of the body portion of

which is relatively movable to give access to the
interior thereof, cut-outs forming open windows
In the body of the container through which spools

of thread therein are expocsed to view and made
accessible for drawing thread therefrom, each of

the aforesaid cut-outs having slit-like extensions
terminating in formations suitable for serving as

9p holders and cutters for the free ends of the thread
- from the contained spools.

2. A thread dispenser as defined in claim 1, in
which the thread holders and cutters are sep-

arated sufficiently to provide a loop-forming space

between them for the engaged thread.

3

3. A thread dispenser as defined in claim 1, in
which the thread holders and cutters are formed
as integral parts of the container.

4. A thread dispenser as defined in claim 1, in
which the thread holders are formed as lugs bent
up from the body of the container and the cut-

ters are formed as enlarged openings at the end
of the slits leading to the same.
o. A dispenser for spool thread, comprising a

container provided with a relatively movable sec-

ticn giving access to the interior thereof, and a
spool thread assembly removable from and re-
placeable in the container as a unit, the said
assembly consisting of requisite shafting carry-
ing a plurality of spools of thread arranged in

-end-to-end relation and independently rotatable

thereon, and supporting members for the shaft-
ing serving to space the spools apart, the said
shafting and its supporting members being sep-
arably associated to permit rearrangement, re-
newal and replacement of the spools on the

- shafting.

CHARLOTTE HUBER.
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