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The preser't mventmn 1eletes to fa,stenmg de-
vices and more particularly to devices for grip-

'pmg and clesmg the free ends of straps, bands or |
the like, conventionally assoclated with wrist
watehes bracelets, etc.

- "The present invention elms to devise devices of

__the general character indicated, which are simple

ifi construection, easy and economical to fabricate

end aseemble and compact and attractive in ap-
pearance o |

In the ani:texed speelﬁcetmn there is described,

o _-'a,nd in the drawing, constituting part of this

_speelﬁcetwn there is shown, an illustrative em-

| ‘bodiment of the fastening device of the present
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invention, rIeWever it is-to be clearly under-
~ stood that the physmal charaeterlstles of the pres-
ent invention are not limited to the aforesaid il-
~lustrative embodlment the latter
shown" end described for purposes of illustration
-only, it being obvious that changes in the details
- may be made without the exercise of invention

and within the scope of the ClELlIIIS hereto ap-

:- peneed

%5

In the aceompenymg drawmg —

Flg 1-is a top plan view of the aforesaid illus-

 trative embedlment of the present invention, the
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| | 'dewee as illustrated being in a closed position:

Plg ‘2 18 a side elevational view of the same;:
Flg 318 a longitudinal sectional view, taken

_substant;a,lly th1 ough the uenter of and elong line
-_3-—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig, 4 is a longltudmal seetmnal wew ‘taken

| substantlelly through the center of one of the

link members constituting part of the aforesaid

1illustrative embodiment of the present invention,

and hereinafter referred to as the latch link, the

- lnk peing shown in its open position;

- Fig. o is a partial transverse sectional, pertIal

L "tOp plen view, taken along line 5—5 of Fig. 4; and
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"Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of the latch lIink
ehewn in Fig. 4, the same bemg here 1llustrated in

, 1ts closed posﬂ:mn - -

| Referrmg now more in detaﬂ to the aforesaid:
flllustretwe embodiment of the present invention,
and with pertleuler reference to the drawing il-

. lueu}.etmg the same, the numerals 10 and {1 gen-

- --erelly demgﬂate respectlvely a keeper link and g

" latch link edepted to -respectively engage and
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fasten together the free ends 12 and 13 of a strap

or band, such as is conventionally associated with

a bracelet or a wrist watch, the strap or band here

- shown consisting of two (2) tubular members 14’.

55

- ~."The keeper link 10 comprises a front wall 15
 provided -with. a substantially centrally located
longitudinal undulation 15’ which divides the link

being here

1936 Serial No 89 518
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into two (2) portions edapted to receive the tubu-

lar members {4’ of the band. The front wall {5

has extending wings 16 connected by a yoke 17 to
present an opening 18, the wings 16, yoke 17 and
opening 18 constituting a keeper portion {8’.

- Integrally formed with and bent at right angles
to the front wall 15, is a pair of rearwardly di-
rected side walls 189, the rear ends of the side walls

abutments 20.

'The side walls 19 are further provided with
openings 21 adepted to receive pintels 22 formed
on a lever 23, which has at its outer end an oper-
ating tongue 24, the lever being pivotally main-
tained intermediate the side walls 19. - Integrally
formed with the lever 23 and depending at right
angles thereto, is a pair of ears 25 pivotally recep-

- tive of pintels 26 formed on another lever 21, the

edges 28 of the ears 25 being adapted to cooperate
with the edges of cut-out portions 29 on the lever
21 to limit the swing of the latter away from the
lever 23. The swing of the lever 21 in the other
direction is limited by the coinciding of the levers

_-21 and 23 to form in effect a continuous piece.

The outer end 30 of the lever 27 is bent at right
angles to the body portion thereof, and is pro-
vided with teeth 31 adapted, as Wlll hereinafter

be more particularly described, to bite into and

retain the end 12 of the strap within the link 10.
The links 10 and 11 are constructed exactly
the same as far as the strap-gripping portion
thereof is concerned: but the link 11, instead of
being provided with a keeper portlen 18/, is al-

‘tered as follows:

The wings 16 extend from the front wall 15 to

'f01m a box 32. The latter consists of g top wall

33 having integrally formed therewith and ex-
tending at right angles thereto, side walls 34, the
lower ends of which are inwardly directed to form
bottom wall portions 35. Struck up from the latch
member 36 is an operating Ilug 38, this Iug ex-
tending through and being movable through-
out the length of an opening 39 formed in the top

wall 33 of the box 32, The opening 39 is provided

‘with a narrowed neck 40 presenting to one side
thereof -an oversized forward portion 41, and to

the other side thereof an oversized rear portwn 42,
By the term oversized it is meant to designate that

the portions referred to are of sufficient width to

permit the lug 38 of the latch member 36 to move
freely therein, the narrowed neck 40 separating

the two (2) oversized portions constituting a re-
striction, past which the Tug 38 may be forced in
either direction by exerting slight pressure. By

being bent inwardly toward each other to present
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such means the latch member 36, as will herein- 55
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after be more fully understood, may be locked in
either an open or closed position.
The top plate 33 and the side walls 38 of the

- box 32 are provided with the slot 43 adapted, as

will later be more fully explained, to receive the
voke {71 of the keeper portion {8’ of the link (0.

Pivotally mounted in the side walls 34 of the
box 32 at the end thereof opposite to the strap-

- engaging portion, are pintels 44 formed upon &
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swinging cover 43 adapted to close over the top
0of the box 32, thus protecting and keeping oub

of sight the latch member 82 and the operating
Iug 38 thereof. The outer end of the cover 45,
which is made of resilient material, is bent down-
wardly, as at 46, and is adapted to snap over the
rear edge of. the top wall 33 so as to be retained
in a closed position, the raising or opening of the
cover being effected by a detent 47 formed at the
free edge thereof struck up from the bent por-
tion 46.

This completes the description of the aioresa,ld

‘illustrative embodiment of the fastening device

of the present invention, and the operation and
use thereof may be briefly summarized as follows:
With the strap-engaging portions of the links
{0 and f1 in the open position shown most clearly
in Fig. 4 of the drawing, the ends (2 and {3 of the

strap 14 are inserted beneath the abutments 20
‘and intermediate the side walls {9, after which
the levers 23 and 27 are swung toward the front

- wall 15 until the teeth 380 come in contact with
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the strap portion to be engaged. The leyer 27 is
then pressed against the strap portion so that
the teeth 31 bite into the same, and the lever is

forced past the abutments 20. Then by applying

- pressure to the operating tongue 24 of the lever
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- device.

- open position, shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

23, the lever 27 is slid fowardly beneath the abut-
ments 20 until the levers 23 and 27 assume a
straight line position, at which time the strap
will be eilectively gripped within the fastening
e. . Both free ends of the strap (4 are en-
gaged with the links 10 and il in exactly the
same fashion.

In connecting the links {8 and 11 together and
lockmg the same in an engaged position, the
- cover 45 while in its open position, shown in Fig. 4

of the drawing, is passed through the opening 18
of the keeper portion {8’ of the link 18, and the
yoke {1 is positioned in the slot €3 of the box 32;
the latch 36 during this operation, being in its
) When the
yoke 1T has reached the bottom of the slot 43,

- the Iug 38 is moved in the slot 39 so as to snap
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past the restricted or narrow portion 40, thereby
becoming disposed in the forward oversized por-
tion 41. This operation moves the latch 38 so as
to close the opening or slot 43, thus locking the
yoke 1T within the box 32. Thereafter the cover
495 is swung downwardly so that the end 46 there-
of snaps over the rear edge of the top wall 33,
thus locking the same in a closed position.

 In opening or disconnecting the links 18 and
11 so as to permit the braceiet or wrist watch to

be removed from the wearer’s arm, the first ac-
tion is to open the cover &9 by engaging and
pulling the detent 471. This will expose the latch

“and by moving the Iug $8 in the opposite direc-

tion from that in which it had previously been
moved, that is, past the restricted neck 48 and
into the rear oversized portion 42, the latch 36
will be drawn away from the slot ﬂ3 and the yoke
1T may readily be removed therefrom.

If it is desired to remove the links !ﬂl and Il
from the strap 14, for example to change the

_strap, it is merely necessary to engage the op-

" present invention.
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erating tongu_e' 24 of the lever 23 with the finger
nail and move the same upwardly. This will
cause the strap-engaging end 30 of the lever 21

to move rearwardly, and continued pulling upon

the tongue 24 will force the lever 27 past the
abutments 20 so that the two (2) levers 23 and

27 together may be pivoted outwardly permitiing
the removal of the strap portlons previously en-
gaged thereby.

This completes the description of the mode of
operation and use of the fastening devices of the
It will be noted from the
foregoing description, that the devices of the
present invention are simple in construction, very
easy and economical to fabricate, assemble and
operate, and in addition to being effective for the

intended purposes, are compact and plea,smg in

appearance.
Other objects &nd advantages of the devices of

- the present invention will be obvious to those

skilled in the art to wh.lch the present invention
relates. o
What we claim as our invention is:
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1. A locking device comprising a box provided

with a keeper-receiving opening and a latch-lock-
ing opening, the latter opening consisting of an
elongated slot having a restricted portion, a latch

25

slidable in said box to open and close the keeper-

receiving opening, and a lug associated with said
latch, extending through the latch-locking open-
ing, and moveable throughout the length of the
latter past the restricted portion thereof to actu-
ate said latch and retain the same in open and
closed positions. | -

- 2. A locking device compmsmg a box provided
with a keeper-receiving opening and a latch-lock-
ing opening, the latter opening consisting of an
elongated slot having two oversized portions and
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a restricted portion therebetween, a latch slidable

in said box o open and close the keeper-receiving
opening, and a lug associated with said latch,
extending through the latch-locking opening, and
moveable between the oversized portions of the
latter past the restricted portion thereof to actu-
ate said lateh and retam the same in open and
closed posicions.
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3. A fastening devme comprlsmg a IJELII‘ of links .

each of Whlch is provided with gripping means for

affixing the same to the free ends of a strap, and
means infegrally associated with each of said
links and cooperable with each other to close the
ends of the sirap, said means including a keeper-
portion on one of said links, and a latch portion
on the other of said links comprising a box pro-
vided with an opening receptive of said keeper-
portion and a latch-locking opening, the latter
opening consisting of an elongated slot having a
restricted portion, a latch slidable in sald box to
open and close the keeper-receiving opening, and
a. lug associated with said latch extending through
the latch-locking opening and movesable through-
out the length of the latter past the restricted
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portion thereof to actuate said latch and retain -

the same in open and closed p051t10ns
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4. A fastening device comprising a pair of lmks |

each of which is provided with gripping means for

and cooperable with each other to close the ends
of the sirap, said means including a keeper-por-
tion on one of said links, and a latch portion on
the other of said links comprising a box provided
with an opening receptive of said keeper-portion

affixing the same to the free ends of a strap, and
‘means integrally associated with each of said links

70

and a latch-locking opening, the latfer opening 75
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o cons:lstmg of an elongated slot havmg two over-

sized  portions and a restricted portion there-

. ".between a, latch shdable in said box to open and
close the keeper-recelwng opening, and a lug

associated with said latch extending through the

latch-locking opening and moveable between the

~oversized portions of the latter past the restricted

10

portion thereof to actuate the said latch and to

retain the same in open a.nd closed positions.
5 A lockmg device comprising a box provided

3

with a keeper-receiving opening and & latch-oper-
ating opening, a latch slidable in said box to open
and close the keeper-receiving opening, and a lug
associated with said latch extending through the

latch-operating opening and moveable through
the latter to actuate said latch, said lug being

loosely maintained in either open or closed posi-

fion.

HYMAN SEIDMAN.
- HENRY COHAN.
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