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o pearance.

 be eembmed to plov1de an enlerged mgn of eny

" Patented Aug. 2, 1938

UNITED STATES

6 Clmms

ThlS 1nvent10|n reletes to an 1mpr0ved_ 111um1—

-'neted sigh unit.
- An object of the present 1nvent10n 1s the pre-_ |
~vision of an illuminated sign unit of very com-
- b pact eonstruetlen hevmg a rela,twely lerge dlspley
.-.,-._a,rea, o

“Another object is the provlslen of an 111um1-:1-
o *-.neted sign unit capable of producing a variety

10

ef dlspleys without a,lterlng its constructlen

A stlll further object is ‘the
111um1neted sien' unit a number of which may

- desired shape.

. With these and ether obJeets in Vlew the p1 es—-
~  ent invention censmts essentially of-a casing 1r1-|
20 cluding means for removably retaining one or

‘more types of interchangeable indicia such as

- lettérs, numerals, figures, characters or the like,
‘means for illuminating the indicia in such a way
~ "as to make them stand out in a most attractive
manner, and Imeans through which the whole'--'
o ect of the sign may be altered without
 disturbing the indicia, as more fully described in
- the following spemﬁcetmn and 111ustreted 11:1 the.--:
) eecempenymg drawmg, in Wthh——— LT

" Figure 1 is a perspective view of one type ef -
“illuminated display unit with certain parts broken'

95
- ‘colour eff

30

| _ewey to show the interior thereof,

o umt shown in Figure 1, | :
‘Figure 3 is a transverse, sectmnel VlEW ef en
e -alternetwe form of sign unit, |
oo Pigure 4 is a perspective v1ew of one type 0+f-
- __[mdlela adapted to be used with this sign, and

35

540‘-31gn units combined to form an enlerged szgn'
CE llustretlng units of three diff -
- Referring more particularly to the form of the.-
ifm.ventmn illustrated in Figures 1 and 2,
chsmg having a bottom {1,

12 and a rear wall I3, ‘The casing 18 is formed

 Fieure 2 1s a, trensverse

Figure 5 is a plan view of a serles of 111um1ne,ted

erent shapes.

19 is .

“with: &' vertical extensmn 14 at the -rear thereof,
-~ said extension hevmg a front wall ﬂ5 and a cen-

50

““tral partition- 16 extending from one side to the
- other of the extension dividing said extension into
A support H mounted ‘on"
* " “the-upper edge of the partition 18, is formed-with
.~ a.channel 18, and a support. 28, secured to:tie
- wall i3 ed;;ecent the top thereof, is spaced from-

. said wall to form a channel 21,
a5

two . eempa,rtments

rowsmn ef a,n"-

- Similarly, a

eetlenall wew of the-

‘said channels
-_eaeh extendmg the Iull mdth ef the Vertmal ex—--
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tensmn ef the caemg Il] A transparent er trane-
~ Tucent panel 22 is removably mounted in any
suitable manner on the top of the casing 10 and -
-similar transparent or translucent panels 23 and
| 24 are removably mounted in any suitable man-

< .
Lef -

L ey

SRR %
' "‘..JF “1-'l_r

4 r.' 1
"o -
‘ "

ner on the top of the vertlca,l extensmn I4 on eaeh- N

'51de of the support (1.

A panel 25 formed of rele,tlvely soft matenal B

~ such as wall board or the like, is secured to the
“A further obJect is the provision of an 1llum1-
" nated sign unit in which the display material
" stands out elea,rly and. presents 2 stnkmg ap--

outer surface of the well 15 above the casing 10

and a panel 26 formed of similar materla,l is

adapted to be removebly melunted 111 the channel' o

21 of the support 20.

The Ilghtlng mea,ns'fer the elgn umt IS prefer- '

ably a. plurality of tubular. llghtmg units inde-
- pendently connected so that eeeh umt may- be
~ turned on or off as desired. A- set of lighting -

‘tubes 27 and 28 is mounted on a base 29 in the
“casing 10 beneath the penel 22 with a bafile 30

between said tubes. ThlS bafile is formed with

14 immediately benea,th the panel- 23 with a bafile

with deflectors 37 and 38,

I3 |

20

deﬂecters 31 and 32 ada,pted to aid in d1reet1ng' R

~ the rays of llght fmm the tubes threugh the penel L .
‘set of lighting tubes 33 and 34 is
‘mounted on a base 35 in the vertical extension =~
28
‘38 between said tubes, said bafile being formed

and a lighting tube

39 is mounted on a base 40 in said extensmn 1m-— o

.medle,tely beneath the panel 24,

As stated above, the indicia. to be dlsplayed

Letters

a. strip of relatively soft material 45 (see Fig. 4)

 may be set in the che,nnel 8 in place of the let~
a curved front. wall a

30
in the illuminated sign unit may be letters nu-
---merels figures, characters or the like.
" have been shown in the drewmgs by way of ex-
ample but it is. te be un-derstood that the other
-indicia -will be me—unted in a similar manner
Any desired combination of letters 41, commonly
~ known as track letters havmg bases 42 may be
- remeva,bly meunted in the channel {8 of- the
~support T and letters 43, commonly known as
~ pin letters, may be removably mounted on the
- panels 25 and 26 by means of pins 44. If desired,

40

ters 41 and letters 46 may be mounted thereen_

combmetlon of colours.
tubes 27.and 28 pass upwardly through the panel

by means of pins 4T extending downwa,rdly from?-' 45 |

the bases of the letters. = R
~The whole interior of the sign. unit the hghting;_'_ e
tubes 27, 28, 33 and 34 and 39 and the panels'22,: '

23 and 24 ‘may be painted any desired. colour or

The light rays from the 50

22 on to the indicia: 43 mounted on the panel 25, o
the light rays from the tubes 33 and 34 pass up-

 wardly through the panel 23 on to the fronts of
_the lndICI& 4t and the llght rays from the fube

55
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on the panel 26 and on to the backs of the indicia
Any one of the light tubes or any combina-
tion of them may be used at one time to secure
various lighting effects in the unit. For example,
the tube 39 might be turned off so that the indicisa,
41 would cast shadows on the panel 26 or the
tubes 33 and 34 might be turned off with the re-
sult that said indicia 41 would be illuminated
from the back only. The colour effect of the
whole sign unit may be changed without disturb-

ing the display by merely substituting panels of

- different colours for the panels 22, 23 and/or 24

15

45

50

55

in the device and/or substituting different col-
oured lighting tubes for those in use at the time.

The deflector 31 of the baffl
rays from the tube 27 on to the lower portions of
the indicia 43 while the deflector 32 directs the

-light from the tube 28 on to the upper portions of

sald indicia. Similarly, the deflector 37 of the
baflle 36 directs the light rays from the tube 33
on to the lower portions of the indicia 41 while
the deﬂector 38 directs the light rays from the
tube 34 on to the upper portions of said indicia.
. If desired the above described sign unit may be
terminated at the partition 16 or, in other words,
the wall 13, the tube 39 and its mountings, and the

panel 26 and its mountings may be omitted. In

this case only the indicia 43 mounted on the panel
25 and the indicia 41 would be used. When. the
strip 49 is placed in the channel I8 and the in-
dicia 46 are used, the latter may be set at varying

“angles to each other to produce different effects.

When desired, flasher plugs may be used with the
lighting tubes to obtain further variations of
lighting and colours. -Suitable indicia may be

placed on the panels 22, 23 and 24 thus again in-

oreas_ing- the display value of the unit.
~Referring to the form of the invention shown

in Figure 3, the casing I8 has the bottom i,

curved front wall 12 and a panel 22 in the top

' thereof but it is not formed with a vertical exten-

sion. Lighting tubes 271 and 28 along with the

| baﬂle 30 .are mounted in the casing {8 in the

same manner as in the above described form of
the -invention. This casing is formed with a
rear- wall 50 and with a partition 51 spaced from

said rear wall to form therebetween a channel

92 adapted to receive a panel 53 formed of rela-
tively. soft material, such as wall board or the
like. “A support 54 mounted on the upper edge
of the partition 5 is provided with a channel 55
extending from: side to side of the casing 0.
This channel is adapted removably to retain in-
dicia 41 and the panel 53 is adapted to have sec-
cured thereto indicia 43. With this construction,
the light rays from the tubes 27 and 28 pass up-

- wardly through the panel 22 on to the indicia 41

- 60

and 43. The indicia 41 may be removed and the
panel 53 left alone or vice versa and the lighting
tubes may be used singly or together. Various
colour combmatmns and effects may be obtained
just as in the first described modification of the
invention. Also, if desired, the strip 45 may be
placed in the ohannel 55 and the indicia 4% used.

 Figure 5 illustrates how a number of the sign
units of either form of the invention may be placed

~ end to end to form an enlarged sign of any desired

0

~ a relatively large display area with infinite pos~
3 sibilities as to colour combinations and effects.

shape.: This figure shows straight sign units
along with two umts of dlf ere'nt degrees of cur-
vature. . - .

The above descmbed SIgn ‘units are vVery com-
'pact and simple in construction, and yet they offer

~movably to retain suitable

e 30 directs the light

2,125,687
-39 pass through the panel 24 on to the indicia 43

Various modifications may be made in this in-
vention without departing from the spirit there-
of or the scope of the claims, and therefore the
exact forms shown are to be taken as illustrative
only and not in a limiting sense, and it is desired
that only such limitations shall be placed thereon
as are disclosed in the prior art or are set forth in
the accompanying claims.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. An illuminated sign unit comprising a cas-
ing, means in the top of the casing adapted re-
indicia, a panel
mounted in the casing adjacent the rear thereof
and projecting upwardly therefrom, said panel
being adapted to have secured thereto additional
indicia, a plurality of lighting tubes mounted in
the casing, means for directing the light rays
from at least one tube to the lower portions of
the indicia, and means for directing the light rays

~Irom at least one other tube to the upper por-

tions of said indicia.

2. An illuminated sign unit comprising a cas-
ing, a translucent panel removably mounted in
the top of the casing, a support in the top of the
casing having a channel therein adapted remov-
ably to retain suitable indicia, a panel formed of
relatively soft material removably mounted in the
casing adjacent the rear thereof and projecting
upwardly therefrom, said panel being adapted to
have additional indicia removably secured there-
to, a plurality of lighting tubes mounted in the
casing, at least one baffle mounted between said
tubes, a deflector formed with the bafile for direct-

Ing the light rays from at least one tube to the

lIower portions of the indicia and ancther deflector
formed with the baffle for directing the light rays
from at least one other tube to the upper portions
of said indicia. |

3. An illuminated sign unit comprising a cas-
ing, a verfical extension formed at the rear of
the casing, translucent panels mounted in the
tops of the casing and the extension, a support
mounted at the top of the extension having s
channel therein adapted removably to retain smt—-
able indicia, a panel formed of relatively soft ma-

terial mounted on the front wall of the vertical

extension above the casing, said last mentioned
panel being adapted to have secured thereto addi-
tfional indicia, and lighting means in both the cas-
ing and the extension from which light rays pass
upwardly through their respective translucent
panels to illuminate the indicia.

4. An illuminated sign unit comprising a cas-
ing, a vertical extension formed 2t the rear of
the casing, a support mounted at the top of the
extension having a channel formed therein

~adapted removably to retain suitable indicia, a

panel formed of relatively soft material mounted
on the front wall of the vertical extension above

the casing, said panel being adapted to have ad-

- ditional indicia removably secured thereto, a set

of lighting tubes mounted in the casing, and a set

of lighting tubes mounted in the extension, each

set of tubes having a baffle mounted therein with
a. deflector for directing the light rays from at

least one tube to the lower portions of the indicia

Immediately above that set of tubes and another

deflector for directing light rays from at least one

other tube to the upper portions of said indicia.

9. An illuminated sign unit comprising a cas-
ing, a vertical extension formed at the rear of
the casing, a central partition dividing the exten-
siont into two compartments, a support mounted
on the top of the partition having a channel
formed therein adapted removably to retain suit-
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“able indlcla a panel of relatwely soft material
“mounted on_the front wall of the vertical exten-

-~ sion above the casing, a support mounted at the

- back of the vertlcal extension adjacent the top
~ thereof having a channel formed therein, a panel

formed of relatively soft material removably

 . :;' mounted in said last mentioned channel bhehind
 the above mentioned indicia, each of said panels

10

 being adapted to have additional indicia remov-
ably secured thereto, at least one lighting tube
~ mounted in the extension between the central

- partition and the back of said extension, a set of
T lighting tubes mounted in the extension between

" the central partition and the front of said exten-
sion, and a set of lighting tubes mounted in the
' casing, each set of tubes having a baffle mounted
-~ therein with a deflector for directing the light
- rays from at least one tube to the lower portions

~of the indicia immediately above that set of tubes

15

- 2,125,687 .
‘and anc:ther deﬂector for d1rect1ng hght T2YS

from at least one other tube to the upper portmns -
- of said indicia. |

- 6. An illuminated sign umt comprlsmg 2, CaS-

“ing, a partition spaced from the rear wall of the

casing forming a channel therebetween, a panel

of relatively soft material removably mounted in

| 3

5

said channel, said panel being adapted to have

suitable indicia secured thereto, a support

channel formed therein adapted removably 10

retain suitable indicia, a set of lighting tubes
mounted in the casing, & baflle mounted in the

set of tubes having a deflector for directing the

light rays from at least one tube to the lower por-
tions of the indicia and another deflector for di-

to the upper portmns of said indicia. -
GEORGE HENRY PEEBLES

‘mounted on the top of the partltmn having a 10

15

‘recting the light rays from at least one other tube._ i
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