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This invention relates to signs and more par-
ticularly to.a changeable sign.
One object of the invention is to provide a

- sign having improved means for detachably

10

mounting display matter and firmly supporting
the display matter while permitting it to be easily
detached when subsntutwn of display matter is
desired. |

Another object of the invention is to so con-
struct the mounting means for the display matter
that one member thereof may be secured to a
support . and a companion member secured to a

sign or other display matier and easily moved

into engagement with the support-engaging mem-
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ber where it will be firmly but detachably held.
Another object of the invention is to so con-
struct the support-engaging member and the
sign-engaging member that when the sign-en-
gaging member is moved into engagement with

the support-engaging member gripping members
or jaws.forming part of the sign-engaging mem-~ -

ber will be snapped into gripping engagement with
the sign-engaging member and prevent likelihood
of accidental release of the smn—engaging mem-
ber, |
It is another obj ect of the invention to so
construct the support-engaging member and the
sign-engaging member that when the sign-en-
gaging member is applied to the support-engaging
member its outer face will be flush with the outer
face of the support-engaging member. |

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a sign con-
structed in accordance with this invention,
- PFig. 2 is a sectional view taken vertically
through the sign on the line 2—2 of Figure 1,

Fig. 3 is a view in‘“elevation of the improved
sign mounting with one leaf of the sign-engaging
member swung upwardly, -

Fig. 4 is a view taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2,

Fig. b1s a rear view of the signh mounting means,
- Fig. 6 is a sectional view upon an enlarged
scale taken on the line 6—§6 of Fig. 4,

Fig, "7 is a sectional view taken longitudinally

through Fig. 4 upon the line T—1,

Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken on the line
8—8 of Fig. 4,
Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing the two

members of the sign-mounting means separated

and the hinge leaf of the sign-engaging member
removed,

Fig. 10 is a view illustrating a modiﬂed form

of sign,

Fig. 11 is a sectional view upon an enlarged-

(Cl. 40—125)

scale taken vertically through Fig. 10 on the line

11—11 and showing a detaching implement in

position to spring the sign out of engagement

with the suppert-engagmg member,

Fig. 12 is a view taken on the line Iz-—-lz of
Fig. 11,

Fig. 13 is a view in elevation of the support-
engaging means with the sign detached there-~
from,

Fig,. 14 is a view looking at the rear face of the
51gn

Fig. 15 is a perspective wew of another modi-
fied form of sign,

Fig. 16 is a view in elevatmn of the sign shown
in Fig. 15 aith the numeral-carrying plates de-
tached,

Pig. 17 is a view looking at the rear face ef
one of the numeral-carrying plates,

Fig. 18 is a perspective view of a modified form
of bracket which may be used in place of the
bracket shown in Fig. 15, .

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of another modi-
fied form of sign holder,

Pig. 20 is a perspective view of a detaching
implement by use of which the sign-engaging
members may be detached from the support-
engaging members as shown in Fig. 3 and in Fig.
9, and

Fig. 21 is a view of a detaching implement by
means of which a numeral-carrying plate may be
detached from the support-engaging member as

- shown in Fig. 117.

The sign | which has been shown mounted
against a wall or other support 2 in Figures 1
and 2 may be of any dimensions desired and

formed of wood or any other desired material.
It may be painted and have an appropriate in-
.scription upon its outer or front face, as shown

in Figure 1, or the inscription may be provided
upon the sign in any desired manner.
The sign is to be securely. but detachably

‘mounted in position against the support 2 where

it may be seen and easily read. It is also desired

- to permit this sigh to be easily removed and

another substituted in its place. In order to
securely but detachably mount the sign, there has
been provided mounting means consisting of a
support-engaging member or plate 3 and a sign-
engaging member consisting of leaves or plates 4
and 5, the leaves 4 and 5 being pivoted to each

- other, the leaf 4 being secured against the rear

or inner face of the sign | by screws § and the
leaf 5 being snapped into tight gripping engage-
ment with the plate 3 which is secured against
the support by the screws 1. A tongue is cut
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2

from the intermediate portion of the leaf or plate
9 and rolled uvbwardly to form a hinge ear or
sleeve 8, as clearly shown in Figure 8, and the
upper end portion of the leaf or plate 4 has 2
slot or opening ¢ formed intermediate its width,
after which the portion of the plate abkove this

-~ slot may be rolled upon itself to form a hihge pin
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or bar [0 about which the hinge ear or sleeve 8
engages, as clearly shown in Figure 2, te hingedly
connect the leaf 4 Wlt]:‘ the leaf 5.

The support-engaging plate 3 is formed of re-
silient metal and has its intermediate portion cut
out, as shown in Figure 9, to provide a socket
{1, the lower portion i1 of which is of reducad
width. The cross bar 12 at the upper end of the

-plate 3 is undercut for a portion of its length

to form a recess {3 having a diagonal or sloping
wall, as shown in Figures 2 and 6, so that it is
gradually reduced in depth toward the upper end
of the support-engaging plate. The side portions
of the socket which project beyond opposite sides

0f the reducsd lower portion f{® of the socket

have their upper portion 14 extending through

the plate 3 for the full thickness thereof but their

lIower portiors are cut to form Iugs {5 having
sloping upper faces 16 which converge rearward-
ly. Externally of the sloping outer faces of the
Iugs 1§, the side walls of the reduced lower por-

tion il2 of the socket are grooved, as shown at
171, and upon referring to Figures 8 and 3, it will

be seen that these grooves are V-shaped in cross

'section and form seats in the lower end portions

of inner side edge faces of arms or jaws I8
formed by culting slits in the plate 3. A notch 19
is formed intermediate the. width of the lower
end of the socket in order that the leaf 5 may be
easily removed when so desired.

The leaf 5 of the sign-engaging member is
shaped to fit the socket 11 and the reduced low-
er portion [1& thereof, and upon referring to
Figure 9 it will be seen that at its upper end
this leaf or plate is formed with a bill 20 having
a sioping upper face in order that the bill 26 may

be easily slid into the recess or'seat {3 when ap-

plying the leaf 5 to the support-engzaging member
or plate 3. The side extensions or arms 2! of the

leaf 5 fit into the side portions 18 of the socket
{1 and lower portions of the side arms 2§ are

formed with recesses 22 which 'are so cut that
the lower portions of the side arms will be formed
with sloping faces conforming to and having flat
contacting engagement with the sloping faces
of the lugs 15 when the leaf is seated in the
socket. Below the side arms 2f $he side edge

portions of the leaf are cut to provide ribs 23
along the side edges of the 1eaf and these ribs are

so cut that they will fit su.ugly into the grooves
IT of the jaws 8. By so forming the leaf 5 the
bill 20 may be engaged in the seat or recess i3
and pressure then applied to the lower portion
of the leaf or plate § to slide the leaf into the
socket. As the lower portion of the leaf moves
into the lower portion i12 of the socket, the rib
23 will enter the groove I7 of the jaws and they
will be very firmly grippeé by the jaws which are
resilient. Therefore, the leaf will be firmly heid
to the support-engaging member and will not
be liable to accidentally slip out of place. At its
lower end the leaf is formed with a notch or re-
cess 24 which registers with the notch 12 of the
support-engaging member when the ileaf is
snapped into the socket of the SLpport-engaging
member.

While a screw dnver blade, nail or some other
prying implement may be engaged through the

2,125,576

registering notches (9 and 24 in order to pry
the leaf 3 out of the socket of the support-en-
gaging member, there has been illustrated in Fig-
ure 20 a removing implement 29 which is formed

of strong metal and consists of a shank 26 hav-
ing one end portion reduced in width from both

side edges to provide a tapered blade 27, the free
end of which is of the proper width to be engaged
in the registering notches and extend under the
lower end cf the leaf or plate 8. When the hill
of this removing implement is engaged under
the lower end of the leaf 5, the implement may
then be rocked across the lower bar 28 of the
support-engaging member and force will be ex-
erted to spring the leaf out of the socket into
which it fits. The other end of the removing im-
plement is bent tc form a lip or handle 29 hy
means of which it may be grasped. and by refer-
ring to Figure 20 it will be seen that before this
end portion of the implement is bent to form the
lir 29 an opening 30 having a slit 31 leading
therefrom is formed in this end portion of the
implement. This opening 30 is extended at its
ends to provide a tongue between its extended
end portions which forms s bill 32 when this end
portion of the implement is bent to form the
handle 29. It should also be noted that in slight-
ly spaced relation to the inner end of the bill 32
the implement is bent, as shown at 33, to provide
a foot 34 having the bhili extending therefrom

iz the saime plane as the foot. The shank 26
extends diagonally from the foot and, therefore,

when the implement is grasped by the shank
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and the bill 32 employed to remove a. sign in a

manner to be hereinafter set forth, the imple-
ment may be rocked upcn the foot by applying
pressure to the free end portion of the shank.
In Figures 10 through 14, there has been illus-
trated a modified construction wherein the sign
29 has a backing plate 36 secured thereto. The
backing plate has its intermediate portion formed
with an opening 371 defining a pocket when the
backing plate is riveted or otherwise firmly se-
cured against the sign. While it has been stated
that the pocket is proviéed by forming an open-
ing in a backing plate which is secured against
the rear face of the sign, it will.be obvious that

“"the sigrr and its backing plate may be formed

as an integral structure with the pocket pro-
vided therein. A support-engaging member 38
which is of the same construction as the sup-
port-engaging member 3 is secured against a wall
or other support 39 by screws or equivalent fas-
teners 48, and attenticn is called to the fact
that, while the pocket 37 corresponds in outline
to the support-sngaging member, it is of greater
width than the support-engaging member and,
therefoere, when the sign-engaging member 4§:
which is mounited in the pocket 37 is engaged
with the support-engaging member, the upper
edge of the support-engaging member will be
spaced from the upper edge of the pocket. The
sign-engaging member 4§ is of the same con-
struction as the leaf or plate 9 of the sigh-engag-
ing member previously described and has its
upper and lower ends in such spaced relation i0
upper or lower margins or edges of the pockst
31 that when the sign 3% is mounted the bill
42 of the sign-engaging member may ke engaged
in the opening 43 of the suppcrt-engaging mem-

ber with the narrow upper portion 44 of the

backing plate 36 dispcsed close to the upper edge

- of the support-engaging member and the sign

then shifted upwardly while applying pressure
toward the wall or other support to move the
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- bill 42 into the socket 4% of the support-engaging
member and cause the lower portion of the sup-

port-engaging member to be snapped into place
between the jaws 46 of the support-engaging
member where the side ribs 471 of the sign-engag-

- ing member will be firmly gripped between the

10

jaws of the support-engaging member. The sign
will then have proper engagement with the face
of the wall or other support and the narrow low-
er portion 48 of the backing plate will have con-
tacting engagement with the lower edge face of
the support-engaging member, as clearly shown

~ in Figure 11. The sign will thus be properly held

16

- loose.
it is merely necessary to grasp the removing im-

20

upon the wall or in place upon a shelf or other
support and will not be liable to accidentally slip
When it is desired to remove the sign,

plement for the sign by its shank 26 and apply
the removing implement against the face of the

support, as shown in Figure 11, with the bill or
~ tongue 32 extending between the support and the

lower edge of the sign. Pressure may then be
applied to the tongue to impart rocking move-

- ment to the implement and as the bill or tongue
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' the support-engaging plate §1 and,
the plate 51 has been shown with a pair of sockets
94 each of which iIs to receive the sign-engaging

member 39 carried by a sign member or plate

32 moves away from the supporl'. the sig'n wﬂl
be pried loose.

In the embodiments of the invention illus-

trated in Pigures 15 through 18 inclusive, the

sign is intended to be applied to- a shelf, table
or other support and includes a support-engag-

ing bracket which may be formed of wood or

the like, as shown in Figures 15 and 16, or of

metal, as shown in Figure 18. The bracket illus-
trated in Figure 15 has a base 49 from which
rises a wall 58 which extends upwardly at a rear-
ward incline and has its front face formed with
a recess In order that a plate 81, corresponding
to the support-engaging plate 3, may be secured
in the recess in counter-sunk relation to the front
face of the wall by a screw 5§2. In the present
illustration, two sign members 53 having num-
bers upon their outer faces are to be applied to

therefore,

53. It will be obvious that by increasing the
length of the hracket and its wall §8 a plate 81
having a greater number of sockets 54 may be
secured in the recess formed in the front face
of the wall or if so desired the bracket may be
formed of the proper size to accommodate a
single plate corresponding to the support-engag-
ing plate 3. The manner of applying the sign
members or the plates 53 is the same as previous-

ly described and merely consists of engaging the

biill 86 of the sign-engaging member $8 in the
recess or seat 57 leading from the socket B4 and

then applying pressure to the lower end por-
tion %8 of the sign-engaging member between
the jaws of the support-engaging member. -
When it is desired to remove a sign member
53, the implement illustrated in Figure 21 is em-
ployed. This implement has a shank 58 at one
end of which is formed a flat head 89 from
which extend bills or tongues §{ which are spaced
from each other transversely of the head 8.

These bills 61 are pressed between the lower end

of the sign member and plate 8§83 and the Iower
edge of the recess formed in the wall 30 in such

position that they may engage under a plate

93 at opposite sides of the lower portion 88 of
the sign-engaging member §5. It is then merely
necessary to apply pressure to the handle of

the removing implement and the- tongues will
cause the plate 33 to be pried out.

3 .

The bracket illustrated in Figure 18 is intended

for use upon a glass shelf and is formed of re-
silient metal. This bracket is formed from a
single blank of metal having its intermediate
portion cut so that the blank may be bent to

form a lower jaw 62 and an upper jaw 63. con-

nected with the lower jaw by substantially U-
shaped arms 64. The intermediate portion of the
blank forms a tongue when the blank is bent to

provide the jaw 63 and its arms 64 and this

tongue is bent, as shown at 65, to project down-

10

wardly and then back upon itself to provide a f

leaf or plate which projects upwardly at a rear-
ward incline and corresponds to the wall 50.
opening 67 is formed in the leaf 6§ so that a bolt
may be passed through the leaf to secure the sup-
port-engaging member or plate 31 against the
front face of the leaf.

In Figure 19; there has been illustrated a de-

- vice constructed in accordance with this in-
vention and by means of which a sign may be

suspended from an overhead support. This de-
vice has a support-engaging member or plate 68
corresponding in construction to the support-en-
gaging member 3 and adapted to be secured
against the overhead support by screws or equiv-
alent fasteners 69. A companion member 10
which corresponds in construction to the plate

5 is employed in connection with the support-

engaging member 68 and is snapped into en-
gagement with the plate 68 where it will be se-
curely held by the jaws 7f. The ear 12 of the
plate 70 instead of being engaged with a pivot
pin of a companion plate carries a ring 13 which

eye 14 through which is engaged an end lnk
of the chain 7185. This chain may be of any
length desired and have a sign suspended from

its lower end. In view of the fact that ‘the

ring 13 from which the chain is suspended is

- connected with the plate T0 at the end thereof

formed with a tongue corresponding to the tongue
20 of the plate 5 the weight of the sign may not
cause the plate 10 to be drawn out of engage-
ment with the plate 68. While it has been stated
that this device shown in PFigure 19 is for sus-
pending a hanging sign, it will be obvious that

it may be used for mounting overhead straps in

a street car,
Having thus described the invention, wha.t is

clalmed 88 new is:

1. In a sign construction, a sign element, and
mounting means including a support-engaging
member formed with a socket and having resil-
jlent jaws at opposite sides of the socket, and an
anchoring member carried by the sign element
and adapted to be forced into the socket of the
support-engaging member and firmly gripped by
said jaws, the anchoring member being provided
at one end with means for engaging between the
support-engaging member and a support and
aiding said jaws in maintaining the anchoring
member in the socket.

2. In a sgign construction, a sign element, and
mounting means for sald sign element compris-
ing a support-engaging member having its inter-
mediate portion cut out to form a socket having

- & wide upper portion and a reduced lower por-

tion, the support-engaging member being also
cut to provide jaws at opposite sides of said sock-

-et, sald jaws being formed with rearwardly ex-

tending cam faces and below the cam faces hav-
Ing their Inner side edges grooved, and an a_nchor-

An
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‘ing member carried by the sign element and hav-

ing a wide upper portion and a reduced lower
portion whereby the anchoring member may be
fitted Into the socket of the support-engaging

member, the lower portion of the anchoring.

~ membher having its side edge faces beveled to

10

~.end of the anchoring member for engaging the

15

- ing member in the socket of the support-engag-

provide ribs adapted to be engaged in the grooves

of said jaws and the wider portion of the an-

choring member having beveled faces for en-

gaging the cam faces of said jaws to assist in

spreading the jaws when the anchoring member
is forced into the pocket of the support-engag-
ing member, and a bill extending from the upper

upper portion of the support-engaging member
and assisting said jaws in retaining the anchor-

ing member.
3. In a sign construction, a sign element, and

mounting means for said sign element compris--

ing a support-engaging member formed with &
socket and having jaws at opposite sides of the

socket provided with grooved inner edge faces

and above the groove being provided with cam
faces converging rearwardly of the support-en-
gaging member, and an anchoring member car-
ried by said sigh element and conforming to the

outline of said socket whereby it may be fitted

snugly within the socket, said anchoring mem-
ber having ribs along its side edges to fit into
the grooves of said jaws and having beveled
surfaces to bear against the inclined cam sur-
faces of the support-engaging member when the
anchoring member is forced into said socket.

4. In a sign construction, a sign board, mount-

ing means for the sign board comprising a sup-
port-engaging member having ifs intermediate
portion cut out to form a socket and at oppo-

~ site sides of the socket being cut to provide re-

silient jaws, and an anchoring member consist-
ing of a plate conforming to the outline of said
socket whereby it may be fitted snugly into the
socket, said plate having a bill at one end adapt-
ed to engage under the support-engaging mems-
ber and having its other end portion adapted
for interlocking engagement with said jaws, a

“hinge leaf at the first-mentioned end of said

plate, and a second plate pivotally engaged with
the hinge leaf of the first plate adapted to be

secured against the rear face of the sign board to
hingedly mount the sign board.

o. In a sign, a sign board, & back plate for
sald sigh board having its intermediate portion
cut cut to provide a pocket at the back of the
sighh board, a support-engaging member adapted
to be secured against a support and having its
intermediate portion cut out to provide a socket,
the support-engaging member being of a length

- correspending to that of the socket and of a

depth appreciably less than the distance between
upper and lower marginal edges of the socket
to permit vertical shifting of the support-engag-
ing member in the socket, sald support-engaging
member being provided with resilient jaws at
opposite sides of its socket,
member secured against the rear face of the
sign board within the pocket thereof in spaced

and a companion

10

15

relation to ends and upper and lower margins

thereof and adapted to be fitted snugly into the
socket of the support-engaging member and

firmly gripped by said jaws to mount the sign

20

against & support with the support-engaging

- member disposed within the pocket,

6. In a sign, a support-engaging member
formed with a socket and having resilient grip-

- ping Jaws at opposite sides of the socket, a com-

panion member having an outline adapting it
to fit snugly into said socket between the jaws
whereby the jaws may firmly grip the compan-
ion member from opposite side edges thereof and
firmly hold the companion mmember in the socket,
sald companion member having a hinge ear at

one ena, and a sign-engaging member having &

portion encircied by said ear tc¢ hingedly mount
the sign-engaging member.

20
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7. A sign, a bracket having a support-engag- -

ing base and an upstanding wall, the front face
of said wall being recessed to form a pocket, a
mounting member secured in said pocket and
formed with a socket having resilient jaws at

40

opposite sides thereof, and a sign having a mount-

ing member at its back conforming to the out-

line of the socket whereby it may be snapped

intc the socket and firmly gripped to detachakly

mount the sign in the recess of the upstanding

wall.
| LEE C. LOY.
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