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This 1nvent10n relates to bottles of the sort pro-
vided with finger grooves to assist in holding the

bottle for the prevention of its slipping when held

in the hands, especially if the hands may be wet,

-.and has for its object to provide grooves of this
- type which are so placed as to make it unneces-

sary: for the moist fingers to.touch the label.
Another object is to provide a bottle having finger
grooves which are comparatively inconspicuous

‘when the bottle is viewed from the front, so as

not to afiect the normal appearance of the bottle
upon the purchaser. The finger grooves are only
noticeable when viewed in profile or from one side.

Manufacturers of old line bottle goods are well
aware that the shape of their bottles constitutes
an imporivant element in the appearance of their
goods and in their goodwill. So valuable is the

~appearance and shape of the bottles that it hias
been found even a slight change in the appearance
‘of the goods as for example, a slight change in
- the appearance ol the label, results in a substan-
tial falling off in sales, because the buying public

has become accustomed to a particular mental
-Impression created by the appearance of what they

-have been in the habit of purchasing. This re-

luctance of the public to take up a slight change

1n appearance of something they have been accuis-
~tomed to, is possibly due to a natural mental

inertia of all peoples . and possibly also due to
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-caution by the purchasers to avoid spurious imita-
- tions and counterfeits.

Many manufacturers of bottled goods such as
are used by bartenders in mixing or dispensing

~drinks, and such as are used by barbers in apply-
Ing hair tonics, have realized that the hands of

the bartenders and barbers are often wet resulting

-in the bottle slipping. Yet these manufacturers

have been reluctant to adopt for their bottles any

- of the existing types of finger grooves which would
lessen the danger of the bottle slipping, because

realizing that such existing types of finger STQOVES

necessitate a substantial change in the appearance
or shape of their bottles, and these manufacturers

| fear the almost inevitable falling off in sales from
45

such a practice.
According to this mventmn these dlsadvanta,g es

" have been eliminated and a bottle provided with
finger grooves which are so shaped and positioned

as to enhance the safety in use of the bottle with-
out affecting the general appearance of the bottle
when viewed from the front.

Referring to the drawing: Fig. 1 illustrates a
bottle having one embodiment of this invention.

- Fig. 2 is a rear view of bottle shown in Fig. 1.

u Fig, 3 is a section- along the line 3-—3 of Fig. 1.

~dling- the bottle of the preceeding
18 ‘a section on' the line 3—5% of Fig, 1.
- section on theline 6—6 of Fig. 5.

- grees 1in

(Cl 215—1) *

HFig. 4 illustrates the: convement manner of han- '
1gures. Fig. o
| F_ig-.- 6 is 'a,

In the embodiment shown in the drawmg, the 5

| bottle. 16:is of general cylindrical shape, having a .

reduced neck portion {1, surmounted by any con-
venient type of closura-such—_as a cork or a metal-

~cap. On the front of the bottle just below the

reduced neck portion is a thumb groove 12. Dia- 19
metrically opposite this groove and on the rear
of the bottie are a plurality of finger grooves 13.

‘BEach of the grooves, 12 and i3, have their ends
-and edges so gradually rounded as to be relatively

Inconspicuous when viewed in profile or from the 13 '
side as shown in Fig. 3. The rounded edges of
the grooves are shown at {4 in Fig. 3 as forming

-on the adjacent outer surface of the bottle, the

substantially sinusoidal contour illustrated.
When the finger grooves are positioned as illus- 20
trated the little finger, ring finger, and large

finger, of one hand may engage the grooves 13,

with the forefinger engaging the reduced neck
portion oi the bottle so that this neck portion

-may function as another groove for this finger. op
“As illustrated in Fig, 4, the thumb engages. the
groove 12,

‘With bottles having no neck portion
shaped to function as a finger groove, it will be

| desirable to have four instead of three grooves 3.

- Among the advantages of this invention may gg

be mentioned the convenience and adaptability
of the fingers to fit the grooves for a substantial

length, each groove being at least about 60 de-
_ extent. The thumb groove 12 is of
substantially: the same length as the finger gz

- grooves; although it need not be so long. Hav-
ing the thumb groove 12 located above the label

15 -enables the user to keep the label dry and

“unsoiled by his hands. - A very important feature |
of this invention resides in the bottle having its 49
. sides, shown in Figs. 1 and 2, free of any finger
. grooves, while at the same time these finger
- grooves are substantially inconspicuous from the

front or rear because their edges are so gradually

rounded. These last two advantages make: it 45

possible for the finger grooves to be present with-

- out detracting from the normal appearance from

the front, that was possessed by the bottle with-
olt the finger grooves.. In other words the gen-
eral appearance of the package is not affected 5

- by the addition of the finger grooves when it is
- viewed from the front as it stdnds on g shelf in
& store, barber shop, or barroom for example.
- Another advantage in
the thumb groove for example being so posi- 55

this invention resides in
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tioned as to assist and aid in the fingers naturally
finding and adapting themselves to grooves {3
on the rear of the bottle. Even though the
erooves 12 or 13 may not be clearly noticeable
from the front or back of the botfle, the hand is
readily placed -in position for the thumb and
fingers to engage these grooves, by simply plac-
ing the thumb above the label at the front of the
bottle when the fingers naturally and inevitably
engage the grooves in holding the botfle,
I claim:

1. A bottle having at least a thumb groove on
the front and finger grooves on the back, said

grooves having gradually rounded edges so that

they are inconspicuous from the front, the sides -

of the bottle being free of said grooves whereby
the erooves are noticeable chiefly in profile and
the general appearance of the bottle from the
front is the same as would be the appearance of
the bottle without such grooves. -

- 2. A bottle of a size to be held by thumb on
one side and the fingers on the opposite side of
its body portion, having a plurality of grooves

- on one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a
substantial length of fingers received therein and

a, thumb groove opposite said plurality of finger
srooves, the sides of the bottle between said ob-
posite grooves being free of grooves.

3. A bottle of a size to be held by thumb on one
side and the fingers on the opposite side of ifs

‘body portion, having a plurality of grooves on

one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a sub-
stantial length of fingers received therein and a
thumb groove opposite said plurality of finger
grooves, the sides of the botfle between said op-
posite grooves being free of grooves, the length
of the finger grooves extending through at least
about a sixth of the transverse distance around
the bottle, and of gradually decreasing depth at

the ends of S&ld grooves and on the sides of the
grOooves.

4. A bottie of a size to be held by thumb on

one side and the fingers on the opposite side of

its body portion, having a plurality of grooves on
one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a sub-
stantial length of fingers received therein and at

‘least a thumb groove opposite said plurality of

finger grooves, the sides of the bottle between
said opposite groove being free of grooves, the
length of the finger grooves extending through
at least about a sixth of the transverse distance
around the bottle, and of gradually decreasing
depth at the ends of said grooves, the edges of

- all of said grooves being soc gradually rounded
- Hb.

and the depth of all of said grooves being so
slight as to be comparatively inconspicuous ex-
cept when the grooves are viewed in profile.

5. A bottle of a size to be held by thumb on one
side and the fingers on the opposte side of its
body portion, having a plurality of grooves on
one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a sub-
stantial length of fingers received therein and
at least a thumb groove opposite said plurality
of finger grooves, the sides of the bottle between
said opposite grooves being free of grooves, the
length of the finger grooves extending through
at least about a sixth of the transverse distance

around the bottle, and of gradually decreasing

depth at the ends of said grooves, the edges of
all of said grooves being so gradually rounded
and the depth of all of said grooves belng S0
slicht as to be comparatively inconspicuous ex-
cept when the grooves are viewed in profile, a

‘section centrally through said finger grooves be-

ing substantially sinusoidal on the oufer surface.

- about the neck, a
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6. A bottle of a size to be held by thumb on
one side and the fingers on the opposite side of
its body portion, having a plurality of grooves on
one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a sub-
stantial length of fingers received therein and 35
g, thumb groove opposite said plurality of finger
agrooves, the sides of the bottle between said oOp-
posite grooves being free of grooves, the length
of the finger grooves extending through at least
about a sixth of the bottle periphery, and of grad- 10
ually decreasing depth at the ends of sald grooves,
the edges of all of said grooves being so grad-

ually rounded and the depth of all of said grooves

being so slisht as to be comparatively ncon-

spicuous except when the grooves are viewed in 15
profile, a section centrally through said finger
~ grooves bemg substantially sinusoidal on the
- outer surface, the bottle being cylindrical and

having a reduced neck portion, the finger grooves

'heing three in number and located close enough 20

to the neck portion that one finger may engage
the reduced neck portion while the thumb and
other fingers of the same hand are received Wlth-

in sald grooves,

7. A bottle of a size to be held by thumb on 25
cne side and the fingers on the opposite side of
its body portion, having a plurality of grooves on
one side of a size, shape and spacing to fit a sub-
stantial leneth of fingers received therein and
at least a thumb groove opposite said plurality -30
of finger grooves, the sides of the bottle between
said opposite grooves being free of grooves, all
edees of all grooves being so gradually rounded
as to make said grooves relatively inconspicuous
except when viewed in profile.

8. A bottle of a size to be held by the fingers,
having at least three grooves of a size, shape and
spacing to fit a substantial length of the fingers
when open and grasping said bottle, a reduced
neck portion, the topmost groove being below the 40
conjunction of said neck and body portions by
an amount substantially equal to the spacing bhe-
tween said grooves, to facilitate one finger fitting
groove on the opposite side of
the body portion from the finger grooves and: 45
at about the height of the upper finger groove
whereby on entry of the thumb into its groove
the fingers naturally tend fo enter the finger
grooves on the opposite side, and whereby a label
may be located below the thumb groove and out 59
of contact with the thumb, fingers or hand while
holding the bottle.

9. A bottle of a size to be held by the ﬁngers
havineg a body portion of rounded cross-section

9D

to conform to the fingers when bent, at least: 2

three grooves of a size, shape and spacing to fit
o, substantial length of the fingers when open
and erasping said bottile, a reduced neck portion,
the topmost groove being below the conjunction
of said neck and body portions by an amount sub-/
stantially equal to the spacing between said
srooves, to facilitate one finger fitting about the
neck; a groove on the opposite side of the body
portion from the finger grooves and at about the_ .
height of the upper finger groove whereby on en- "~

'.60

try of the thumb into its groove the fingers nat-

urzlly tend to enter the finger grooves on the
opposite side, and whereby a label may be located
below the thumb groove and out of contact with: 70
the thumb, fingers or hand while holding the
bottle, the sides of the bottle between the thumb
and finger grooves and on each side of the label
being free of any grooves whereby the aforesaid

. grooves do not substantially change the front ap-- 15
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pearahce of the bottle from what it would be'

without said grooves.

10. A bottle having finger grooves on at leasts

one face, said grooves having gradually rounded
edges so that they are inconspicuous from the
front or back, the sides of the bottle being free

of said grooves whereby the grooves are notice-

-able chiefly in profile and the general appearance
- of the bottle from the front or back is the same
- as would be the appearance of the bottle mthout '-

such grooves.
J OI-IN J. QUINN .
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