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UNFKFOLDER-BASED SINGLE-STAGE AC-AC
CONVERSION SYSTEM

GOVERNMENT LICENSE

RIGHTS

[0001] This invention was made with government support
under contract #DE-EE0008803 awarded by the Department
of Energy. The government has certain rights in the inven-
tion.

FIELD

[0002] This invention relates to switching converters and
more particularly relates to an unfolder-based single-stage
AC to AC converter.

BACKGROUND

[0003] With the ongoing electrification of heavy-duty
vehicles, there 1s a need for high-power charging systems.
Wireless Power Transfer (“WPI”) oflers a convenient and
sale way of charging electric vehicles by eliminating the use
ol high-voltage and high-current connectors. Conventional
WPT converters use a two-stage approach consisting of an
input Power Factor Correction (“PFC”) stage with a stifl
DC-link output followed by an inverter stage to drive a
resonant tank. The stifl DC-link &couples the two power
stages and oflers easier and faster control. However, the
limitations of this method include the need for bulky elec-
trolytic DC-link capacitors and hard switching operation of
the PFC stage. To overcome these limitations, single-stage
AC-AC converters have been increasingly explored for
conductive charging and WPT applications. Unlike 1 a
two-tage converter, a single converter carries out both the
PEC and the inverter action 1n a single-stage system. How-
ever, most existing single-stage systems have serious draw-
backs. In addition, other applications that drive a resonant
circuit also typically include a two-stage approach and also
include the same problems as WPT applications. For
example, the two-stage approach 1s also often used for
conductive charge applications with a tightly coupled trans-
tormer and other applications like power supplies for weld-
ng.

SUMMARY

[0004] A power converter for an unfolder-based single AC
to AC converter includes an unfolder with an input connec-
tion that has three input terminals that connect to a three-
phase alternating current (“AC”) power source and that has
an output connection with a positive terminal, a negative
terminal and a neutral terminal. The unfolder unfolds bipolar
AC voltages into two unipolar piece-wise sinusoidal direct
current (“DC”) voltage wavelorms oflset from each other by
a half of a period. The power converter includes a three-
input converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output
voltage across output terminals at an output frequency. The
three-input converter has a positive mput connection con-
nected to the positive terminal, a negative input connection
connected to the negative terminal and a neutral nput
connection connected to the neutral terminal. The three-
input converter includes switches that selectively connect
the positive, negative and neutral input connections across
the output terminals. The power converter includes a pulse-
width modulation controller configured to control a first duty
ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,,, for the three-input
converter as a function of a phase angle of a phase of the
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three-phase AC power source and a modulation index gen-
crated from an error signal related to a control variable
compared to a reference. The first duty ratio d,, and the
second duty ratio d_, are time varying at a rate related to a
fundamental frequency of the three-phase AC power source,
and the modulation index relates to output voltage of the
three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-phase AC
power source, a peak current of the three-phase AC power
source and/or a peak current of output current at the output
terminals.

[0005] A system for an unfolder-based single AC to AC
converter includes an unfolder with an input connection that
has three input terminals that connect to a three-phase AC
power source and that has an output connection with a
positive terminal, a negative terminal and a neutral terminal.
The unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage wavelorms oflset from
cach other by a half of a period. The system includes a
three-input converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output
voltage across output terminals at an output frequency. The
three-input converter imcludes a positive mput connection
connected to the positive terminal, a negative input connec-
tion connected to the negative terminal and a neutral input
connection connected to the neutral terminal. The three-
input converter includes switches that selectively connect
the positive, negative and neutral input connections across
the output terminals. The system includes a wireless power
transier (“WP1”") primary pad coupled to output terminals of
the three-input converter, a WPT secondary pad electromag-
netically coupled to the WPT primary pad over a gap, and a
rectifier section coupled to an output of the WPT secondary
pad. The rectifier section has an output. The system includes
a pulse-width modulation controller configured to control a
first duty ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,, for the
three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of a
phase of the three-phase AC power source and a modulation
index generated from an error signal related to a converter
output variable compared to a reference. The converter
output variable 1s from the output of the rectifier section. The
first duty ratio d,, and the second duty ratio d,, are time
varying at a rate related to a fundamental frequency of the
three-phase AC power source, and the modulation index
relates to output voltage of the three-input converter, a peak
voltage of the three-phase AC power source, a peak current
of the three-phase AC power source and/or a peak current of
output current at the output terminals.

[0006] A method for operation of an unifolder-based single
AC to AC converter includes receiving input power at three
input terminals of an unifolder. The three mput terminals
receive the power from a three-phase AC power source and,
the unfolder includes an output connection with a positive
terminal, a negative terminal and a neutral terminal. The
unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage waveforms oflset from
cach other by a half of a period. The method includes
receiving output power from the unfolder at a three-input
converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output voltage
across output terminals at an output frequency. The three-
input converter recerves the output power at a positive mput
connection connected to the positive terminal, a negative
input connection connected to the negative terminal and a
neutral mput connection connected to the neutral terminal.
The three-input converter includes switches that selectively
connect the positive, negative and neutral input connections
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across the output terminals. The method includes control-
ling, with a pulse-width modulation controller, a first duty
ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,, for the three-input
converter as a function of a phase angle of a phase of the
three-phase AC power source and a modulation index gen-
erated from an error signal related to a control variable
compared to a reference. The first duty ratio d,, and the
second duty ratio d_, are time varying at a rate related to a
fundamental frequency of the three-phase AC power source,
and the modulation index relates to output voltage of the
three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-phase AC
power source, a peak current of the three-phase AC power
source and/or a peak current of output current at the output
terminals.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Inorder that the advantages of the invention will be
readily understood, a more particular description of the
invention briefly described above will be rendered by ret-
erence to specific embodiments that are illustrated 1n the
appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings
depict only typical embodiments of the invention and are not
therefore to be considered to be limiting of 1ts scope, the
invention will be described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings, in which:

[0008] FIG. 1 1s a schematic block diagram illustrating
one embodiment of an unfolder-based single-stage AC to
AC converter:;

[0009] FIG. 2 1s a schematic block diagram illustrating
one embodiment of an unfolder-based single-stage AC to
AC converter implemented in a wireless power transier
system:

[0010] FIG. 3 1s a schematic block diagram illustrating
one embodiment of an unfolder along with a switching
sequence and i1deal waveforms of a three-phase unfolder
operating at unity power factor;

[0011] FIG. 4 1s a modulation scheme of a three-input
converter for a first duty ratio d,,, greater than a second duty
ratio d,,,, and for the first duty ratio d,, less than the second
duty ratio d_, ;

[0012] FIG. S are wavetorms of the first duty ratio d,, and
the second duty ratio d_, for different modulation indexes M;
[0013] FIG. 6 1s a wavetorm diagram of a stmulation result
for a step load change from 50 kW to 100 kW;

[0014] FIG. 7 1s a wavetorm diagram of simulation results
ol a three-input converter at 100 kKW;

[0015] FIG. 8 1s a plot of experimental results of phase
voltage (v), and balanced three-phase line currents (1_, 1, and
1) at 1 KW output power where the power factor 1s 0.99 and
the total harmonic distortion 1s 1.4%:;

[0016] FIG. 9 1s a plot of experimental results of voltages
and currents at the input of the unfolder (v_,, 1 ) and at the
output of the three-phase converter (v, I,,) demonstrating
power factor correction and output voltage and current
control;

[0017] FIG. 10 1s a plot of experimental results of soft
DC-link voltages (v, V,,) and currents (1,, 1,);

[0018] FIG. 11 1s a plot of experimental results of a
five-level output voltage of the three-input converter (v_,,) at
unequal first duty ratio d,, and d,,, values:;

[0019] FIG. 12 1s a plot of experimental results of a
five-level output voltage of the three-input converter (v,,,) at

equal first duty ratio d,, and d_, values; and
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[0020] FIG. 13 15 a schematic flowchart diagram illustrat-
ing one embodiment of a method for using an uniolder-
based single-stage AC to AC converter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] Retference throughout this specification to “one
embodiment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means
that a particular feature, structure, or characteristic described
in connection with the embodiment 1s 1ncluded 1n at least
one embodiment. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and similar language
throughout this specification may, but do not necessarily, all
refer to the same embodiment, but mean “one or more but
not all embodiments™ unless expressly specified otherwise.
The terms “including,” “comprising,” “having,” and varia-
tions thereol mean “including but not limited to” unless
expressly specified otherwise. An enumerated listing of
items does not imply that any or all of the items are mutually
exclusive and/or mutually inclusive, unless expressly speci-
fied otherwise. The terms “a,” “an,” and “the” also refer to
“one or more” unless expressly specified otherwise.

[0022] Furthermore, the described features, advantages,
and characteristics of the embodiments may be combined 1n
any suitable manner. One skilled i the relevant art will
recognize that the embodiments may be practiced without
one or more ol the specific features or advantages of a
particular embodiment. In other instances, additional fea-
tures and advantages may be recognized 1n certain embodi-
ments that may not be present in all embodiments.

[0023] These features and advantages of the embodiments
will become more fully apparent from the following descrip-
tion and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice
of embodiments as set forth hereinafter. As will be appre-
ciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of the present
invention may be embodied as a system, method, and/or
computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an enftirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combimng software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module,” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in
one or more computer readable medium(s) having program
code embodied thereon.

[0024] Many of the functional units described in this
specification have been labeled as modules, 1n order to more
particularly emphasize their implementation independence.
For example, a module may be implemented as a hardware
circuit comprising custom very large scale integrated
(“VLSI”) circuits or gate arrays, oll-the-shelf semiconduc-
tors such as logic chips, transistors, or other discrete com-
ponents. A module may also be implemented in program-
mable hardware devices such as a field programmable gate
array (“FPGA”), programmable array logic, programmable
logic devices or the like.

[0025] Modules may also be implemented 1n software for
execution by various types of processors and/or controllers.
As used herein, execution of program code by a processor
also refers to execution by a controller. An identified module
of program code may, for mstance, comprise one or more
physical or logical blocks of computer instructions which
may, for instance, be organized as an object, procedure, or

function. Nevertheless, the executables of an identified
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module need not be physically located together, but may
comprise disparate instructions stored in different locations
which, when joined logically together, comprise the module
and achieve the stated purpose for the module.

[0026] Indeed, a module of program code may be a single
instruction, or many instructions, and may even be distrib-
uted over several diflerent code segments, among different
programs, and across several memory devices. Similarly,
operational data may be identified and illustrated herein
within modules, and may be embodied 1n any suitable form
and organized within any suitable type of data structure. The
operational data may be collected as a single data set, or may
be distributed over different locations including over differ-
ent storage devices, and may exist, at least partially, merely
as electronic signals on a system or network. Where a
module or portions of a module are implemented 1 soft-
ware, the program code may be stored and/or propagated on
in one or more computer readable medium(s).

[0027] The computer program product may include a
computer readable storage medium (or media) having com-
puter readable program 1instructions thereon for causing a
processor/controller to carry out aspects of the present
invention.

[0028] The computer readable storage medium 1s a tan-
gible device that can retain and store instructions for use by
an 1nstruction execution device. The computer readable
storage medium may be, for example, but 1s not limited to,
an electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (“RAM™), a read-only memory
(“ROM”), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(“EPROM” or Flash memory), a static random access
memory (“SRAM™), a portable compact disc read-only
memory (“CD-ROM”), a digital versatile disk (“DVD”), a
memory stick, a floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device
such as punch-cards or raised structures 1n a groove having
instructions recorded thereon, and any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A computer readable storage medium, as
used herein, 1s not to be construed as being transitory signals
per se, such as radio waves or other freely propagating
clectromagnetic waves, electromagnetic waves propagating
through a waveguide or other transmission media (e.g., light
pulses passing through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical
signals transmitted through a wire.

[0029] The computer readable program code may execute
entirely on a user’s computing device/controller, partly on
the user’s computing device/controller, as a stand-alone
soltware package, or partly on the user’s computing device/
controller and partly on a remote computer. In some embodi-
ments, electronic circuitry including, for example, program-
mable logic circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays
(“FPGA”), or programmable logic arrays (“PLA”) may
execute the computer readable program instructions by
utilizing state information of the computer readable program
instructions to personalize the electronic circuitry, 1n order to
perform aspects of the present invention.

[0030] As used herein, a list with a conjunction of “and/
or’ icludes any single item in the list or a combination of
items 1n the list. For example, a list of A, B and/or C includes
only A, only B, only C, a combination of A and B, a
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combination of B and C, a combination of A and C or a
combination of A, B and C. As used herein, a list using the
terminology “one or more of” includes any single 1tem in the
list or a combination of items 1n the list. For example, one
or more of A, B and C includes only A, only B, only C, a
combination of A and B, a combination of B and C, a
combination of A and C or a combination of A, B and C. As
used herein, a list using the terminology “one of” includes
one and only one of any single item 1n the list. For example,
“one of A, B and C” includes only A, only B or only C and
excludes combinations of A, B and C.

[0031] An power converter for an unifolder-based single
AC to AC converter includes an unfolder with an input
connection that has three input terminals that connect to a
three-phase alternating current (“AC”) power source and
that has an output connection with a positive terminal, a
negative terminal and a neutral terminal. The unfolder
unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar piece-wise
sinusoidal direct current (“DC”) voltage wavelorms oflset
from each other by a half of a period. The power converter
includes a three-mnput converter that produces a quasi-
sinusoidal output voltage across output terminals at an
output frequency. The three-mnput converter has a positive
input connection connected to the positive terminal, a nega-
tive input connection connected to the negative terminal and
a neutral input connection connected to the neutral terminal.
The three-input converter includes switches that selectively
connect the positive, negative and neutral input connections
across the output terminals. The power converter includes a
pulse-width modulation controller configured to control a
first duty ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,, for the
three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of a
phase of the three-phase AC power source and a modulation
index generated from an error signal related to a control
variable compared to a reference. The first duty ratio d,,, and
the second duty ratio d are time varying at a rate related to
a fundamental frequency of the three-phase AC power
source, and the modulation 1ndex relates to output voltage of
the three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-phase
AC power source, a peak current of the three-phase AC
power source and/or a peak current of output current at the
output terminals.

[0032] In some embodiments, a modulation scheme for
switches of the three-input converter depends on the first
duty ratio d,,, and the second duty ratio d. In other embodi-
ments, the modulation scheme includes a first modulation
scheme when d,, 1s greater than d and a second modulation
scheme when d 1s greater than d . In other embodiments,
the modulation scheme includes switching of the switches of
the three-input converter to produce a positive output volt-
age at the output terminals during a first half of a switching
period of the three-input converter and to produce a negative
output voltage at the output terminals during a second half
of a switching period of the three-input converter.

[0033] In some embodiments, equations defining the first
duty ratio d,, and the second duty ratio d,,, include first
sector equations for a first sector and second sector equa-
tions for a second sector. The first sector 1s when voltage
from the positive terminal to the neutral terminal v, 1s
decreasing and voltage from the neutral terminal to the
negative terminal v_, 1s increasing and the second sector 1s
when v, 1s increasing and v,, 1s decreasing. In other
embodiments, first and second sector equations for the first
duty ratio d ,, and the second duty ratio d_, are defined as:
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d

po = —sin 1 (M costly,;q) for the first sector;

T

2

7T
dpy = —sin_l(M CDS(Qgrfd — E)) for the second sector;
7T

d = —sin (M Sin(t,)) for the first sector; and
T

d,, = %sin‘l(M Siﬂ(ggrfd — E)) for the second sector,

where 0., 1s the phase angle of the phase of the three-phase
AC power source, and M 1s the modulation index.
[0034] In some embodiments, the modulation index M 1s:

M = nyl(rms} _ nyl(rms)ﬂ _ Im?r

nyl(rms)max - JEV;,H - QjﬂsmCDS('ub)

where:

[0033] V1 ¢ms) 18 @ root-mean-square (“rms”) of the fun-

damental component of the output voltage of the three-input
converter:;

[0036] V

xyl(rms)max

three-input converter:;

1S a maximum rms voltage of the

[0037] V, 1s the peak voltage of the three-phase AC power
SOUrce;

[0038] I, . 1s the peak current of the three-phase AC
poOwer SOUICE;

[0039] I, . 1s the peak current of output current at the

output terminals; and

[0040] YW 1s the phase angle between the fundamental
components of v, and 1.

In other embodiments, the pulse-width modulation control-
ler controls switching of the three-input converter to main-
tain unity power factor at the mput to the unfolder. In other
embodiments, a switching frequency of the three-input con-
verter 1s at least two orders of magnmitude higher than a
fundamental frequency of the three-phase AC power source.

[0041] In some embodiments, d,, and d,, are centered at
a phase angle of 90 degrees of a switching period of the
three-input converter for a positive output voltage at the
output terminals and are centered at a phase angle of 270
degrees of the switching period of the three-input converter
for a negative output voltage at the output terminals. In other
embodiments, the output terminals of the three-input con-
verter are connected to a resonant section which connects to
a rectification section and an output of the rectification
section 1s a DC voltage and the control variable 1s for
controlling the output of the rectification section. In other
embodiments, the resonant section includes a transmission
pad separated from a receiver pad on a mobile device, where
the transmission pad transfers power over a gap to the
rece1ver pad as part of a wireless power transmission system,
the resonant section includes a transformer and the power
converter 1s a DC power supply, and the resonant section
includes output terminals and the power converter 1s an
inverter.

[0042] A system for an unfolder-based single AC to AC
converter includes an unfolder with an input connection that
has three mput terminals that connect to a three-phase AC
power source and that has an output connection with a
positive terminal, a negative terminal and a neutral terminal.
The unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
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piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage waveforms offset from
each other by a hallf of a period. The system includes a
three-input converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output
voltage across output terminals at an output frequency. The
three-input converter icludes a positive mput connection
connected to the positive terminal, a negative input connec-
tion connected to the negative terminal and a neutral input
connection connected to the neutral terminal. The three-
mput converter includes switches that selectively connect
the positive, negative and neutral mnput connections across

the output terminals. The system includes a wireless power
transfer (“WPT”) primary pad coupled to output terminals of
the three-input converter, a WPT secondary pad electromag-
netically coupled to the WPT primary pad over a gap, and a
recfifier section coupled to an output of the WPT secondary
pad. The rectifier section has an output. The system 1ncludes
a pulse-width modulation controller configured to control a
first duty ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,, for the
three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of a
phase of the three-phase AC power source and a modulation
index generated from an error signal related to a converter
output variable compared to a reference. The converter
output variable 1s from the output of the rectifier section. The
first duty ratio d,, and the second duty ratio d,, are time
varying at a rate related to a fundamental frequency of the
three-phase AC power source, and the modulation index
relates to output voltage of the three-input converter, a peak
voltage of the three-phase AC power source, a peak current
of the three-phase AC power source and/or a peak current of
output current at the output terminals.

[0043] In some embodiments, a modulation scheme for
switches of the three-input converter depends on the first
duty ratio d,,, and the second duty ratio d,,,. The modulation
scheme 1ncludes a first modulation scheme when d,, 1s
greater than d and a second modulation scheme when d__ 1s
greater than d,,, and the modulation scheme includes
switching of the switches of the three-input converter to
produce a positive output voltage at the output terminals
during a first half of a switching period of the three-input
converter and to produce a negative output voltage at the
output terminals during a second half of a switching period
of the three-input converter. In other embodiments, the
output variable 1s one of output power, output voltage and

output current of the rectification section.

[0044] In other embodiments, equations defining the first
duty ratio d,, and the second duty ratio d include first sector
equations for a first sector and second sector equations for a
second sector. The first sector 1s when voltage from the
positive terminal to the neutral terminal v,, 1s decreasing
and voltage from the neutral terminal to the negative termi-
nal v,, 1s increasing and the second sector 1s when v, 1s
increasing and v__ 1s decreasing. In other embodiments, first
and second sector equations for the first duty ratio d ,, and
the second duty ratio d__ are defined as:

2

= —sin 1M c08lg,;4) for the first sector;
T

d

Fi

d,, = %sin_l (M CDS(EPgrfd — E)) for the second sector;

d., = —sin * (M SIN(f¢44)) torthe first sector; and
i
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-continued

T
A,y = —sin_l(M Siﬂ(@gﬁd — E)) for the second sector,
T

where 0,,.,1s the phase angle of the phase of the three-phase
AC power source, and M 1s the modulation index, and the
modulation index M 1s:

nyl(rms) nyl (rms)7T _ Imﬂ

M — = —
nyl(rms)max JE Vm Qjﬁsm":ﬂs‘('ab)

[0045] where:

[0046] V_,,(rms) 1s a root-mean-square (“rms”) voltage
and 1s the output voltage of the three-input converter,
[0047] V 1S a maximum rms voltage of the

xyl{rms)max

three-input converter,
[0048] V _ 1s the peak voltage of the three-phase AC power

source,
[0049] I 1s the peak current of the three-phase AC power
source,

[0050] I, 1s the peak current of output current at the

output terminals,

[0051] W 1s the phase angle between the fundamental
components of v, and 1.

[0052] A method for operation of an unfolder-based single
AC to AC converter 1ncludes receiving input power at three
input terminals of an unfolder. The three input terminals
receive the power from a three-phase AC power source and,
the unfolder includes an output connection with a positive
terminal, a negative terminal and a neutral terminal. The
unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage waveforms offset from
each other by a half of a period. The method includes
rece1ving output power from the unfolder at a three-input
converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output voltage
across output terminals at an output frequency. The three-
input converter receives the output power at a positive input
connection connected to the positive terminal, a negative
input connection connected to the negative terminal and a
neutral input connection connected to the neutral terminal.
The three-input converter includes switches that selectively
connect the positive, negative and neutral input connections
across the output terminals. The method mcludes control-
ling, with a pulse-width modulation controller, a first duty
ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d,,, for the three-input
converter as a function of a phase angle of a phase of the
three-phase AC power source and a modulation index gen-
erated from an error signal related to a control variable
compared to a reference. The first duty ratio d,, and the
second duty ratio d_,, are time varying at a rate related to a
fundamental frequency of the three-phase AC power source,
and the modulation index relates to output voltage of the
three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-phase AC
power source, a peak current of the three-phase AC power
source and/or a peak current of output current at the output
terminals.

[0053] In some embodiments, the method includes modu-
lating switches of the three-input converter according to a
modulation scheme that depends on the first duty ratio d
and the second duty ratio d__, and the method selects a first
part of the modulation scheme when d_, 1s greater than d,,
and a second part of the modulation scheme when d__ 1s
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greater than d,,, and the modulation scheme includes
switching of the switches of the three-imnput converter to
produce a positive output voltage at the output terminals
during a first half of a switching period of the three-input
converter and to produce a negative output voltage at the
output terminals during a second half of a switching period
of the three-input converter. In other embodiments, equa-
tions defining the first duty ratio d,, and the second duty
ratio d include first sector equations for a first sector and
second sector equations for a second sector. The first sector
1s when voltage from the positive terminal to the neutral
terminal v,, 1s decreasing and voltage from the neutral
terminal to the negative terminal v 1s increasing and the

second sector 1s when v, 1s increasing and v,,,, 1s decreasing.

I. Operation of the Proposed Ac-Ac Converter

[0054] FIG. 1 1s a schematic block diagram illustrating
one embodiment of an unfolder-based single-stage AC to
AC converter 100.The converter 100 includes an unfolder
102 and a three-input converter 104 with output terminals x
and y with an output voltage v,,. The converter 100 1s fed
from a three-phase AC power source 106 (or three-phase
source 106 for simplicity). The unfolder 102 1s controlled by
a phase lock loop (“PLL”) 108 connected to the three-phase
source 106 where the PLL 108 1s connected to a switching
sequence generator 110 that controls the switches Qal, Qbl,
Qcl, Qa2, Qb2, Qc2, Qa3d, Qb3, Qc3 of the unfolder 102.
The switching sequence of the unfolder 102 1s described 1n
more detail with respect to FIG. 3. The three-input converter

104 1s controlled by a pulse-width modulation (“PWM™)
controller 112. The PWM controller 112 includes a duty
cycle calculator 114 that has an input of a phase angle (0,,,,)
of the three-phase source 106 from the PLL 108 and a
modulation index M. The modulation index M 1s generated
from an error signal from a control variable compared with
a reference and multiplied by a control loop compensation,
such as proportional-integral compensation (as depicted 1n
FIG. 1). The control loop compensation may be a propor-
tional-integral (“PI”’) compensation, proportional compen-
sation, a proportional-integral-dernivative (“PID’) compen-
sation, or other suitable compensation. The PWM controller
112 1s described 1n more detail below.

[0055] The unfolder 102 has an mput that connects to the
three-phase source 106 and has an output connection with a
positive terminal p, a negative terminal n and a neutral
terminal o. The unfolder 102 unfolds bipolar AC voltages
into two umpolar piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage wave-
forms offset from each other by a half of a period. The
unipolar piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage waveforms are
described with regard to FIG. 3.

[0056] The three-input converter 104 produces a quasi-
sinusoidal output voltage v, across output terminals x and
y at an output frequency. Typically the output frequency of
the three-input converter 104 1s much higher than the
fundamental frequency of the three-phase source 106, which
1s typically 60 hertz (“Hz””) or 50 Hz. In some embodiments,
the output frequency of the three-input converter 104 1s two
orders of magnitude greater than fundamental frequency of
the three-phase source 106. In some instances, the output
frequency of the three-input converter 104 1s two orders of
magnitude greater than fundamental frequency of the three-
phase source 106 of about 10 kilo hertz (“kHz”") to 300 kHz.
In some embodiments, a switching frequency of the
switches of the three-input converter 104 1s about 85 kHz
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and produces a quasi AC wavelorm related to the switching
frequency. The three-input converter 104 includes a positive
input connection connected to the positive terminal p, a
negative input connection connected to the negative terminal
n and a neutral mmput connection connected to the neutral
terminal o. The three-input converter 104 includes switches
that selectively connect the positive, negative and neutral
input connections across the output terminals x and v.

[0057] In some embodiments, the control variable 1s the
output voltage v_ of the three-input converter 104. In other
embodiments, the output of the three-input converter 104
feeds a filter that reduces harmonics of the three-input
converter 104 and the control variable 1s an output of the
filter. In other embodiments, the three-input converter 104
feeds a resonant section, which 1s connected to a rectification
section that feeds a DC load and the control variable 1s the
output voltage of the rectification section. In some embodi-

ments, the converter 100 of FIG. 1 1s part of a converter in
a WPT system, such as the WPT system 200 of FIG. 2.

[0058] The PWM controller 112 1s configured to control a
first duty ratio d,, and a second duty ratio d_, for the
three-input converter 104 as a function of the phase angle
0., 0f a phase (e.g. phase “a”) of the three-phase source
106 and the modulation index M generated from an error
signal related to a control variable compared to a reference.
The first duty ratio d,, and the second duty ratio d_,, are time
varying at a rate related to a fundamental frequency of the
three-phase source 106 and, 1n various embodiments, the
modulation mndex M relates to the output voltage v_ of the
three-input converter 104, a peak voltage V_ of the three-
phase source 106, a peak current I of the three-phase source

106 and/or a peak current I, ., of output current at the output
terminals X, .
[0059] FIG. 2 1s a schematic block diagram illustrating

one embodiment of an unfolder-based single-stage AC to
AC converter 200 implemented 1n a wireless power transier
(“WPT) system 200. The circuit diagram of FIG. 2 1s a
single-stage AC-AC resonant topology with a three-phase
unfolder 102 and a three-input, T-type converter 104 (which
may be referred to herein as a three-input converter 104 or
a T-type converter 104). FIG. 3 1s a schematic block diagram
300 illustrating one embodiment of an unfolder 102 along
with a switching sequence and 1deal wavetforms of a three-
phase unfolder 102 operating at unity power factor. The
three-input converter 104 1s connected to a resonant circuit
202, which connects to a rectification section 204 connected
to a battery. For wireless power transier, the resonant circuit
202 includes a primary pad, represented by a primary
inductor L, separated from a secondary pad, represented by
a secondary inductor L, , where the prlmary pad and sec-
ondary pad are separated by a gap. The primary pad and the
secondary pad are coupled with a mutual inductance M ...
For example, the primary pad may be ground mounted and
the secondary pad, rectification section 204 and battery may
be on an electric vehicle that 1s positioned with the second-
ary pad over the primary pad for charging the battery.

[0060] In the WPT system 200 of FIG. 2, the control
variable for the PWM controller 112 1s power P, . trans-
terred to the battery, which 1s calculated from a battery
current I, ~multiplied by battery voltage V, . The power to
the battery 1s compared with a power reference P, In some
embodiments, the power reference P, -1s based on a state-
of-charge of the battery and 1s generated by a battery

charging controller on the vehicle and 1s transferred along
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with the power to the battery P, . through a wireless com-
munication link. While a WPT system 200 1s depicted in
FIG. 2, the converter 100 may be used for various other
applications to provide or sink power.

[0061] The unfolder 102 1s depicted with switches Qal,
Qbl, Qcl, Qa2, Qb2, Qc2, Qa3, Qb3, Qc3 for bi-directional
power transfer. In some embodiments, switches Qal, Qbl,
Qcl, Qa2, Qb2, and Qc2 may be replaced by diodes Dal,
Dbl, Dcl, Da2, Db2, and Dc2, as depicted 1n the bottom
unfolder 302 of FIG. 3 for unidirectional power transfer. In
other embodiments, the unfolder 102 with switches may also
be used for unidirectional power transier.

[0062] The unifolder 102 of the power converter 100 and
WPT system 200 of FIGS. 1 and 2 are depicted in FIG. 3 and
the incoming AC phases can be connected to positive,
negative, or midpoint of a soft DC-link using the switching
sequence shown i FIG. 3. The soft DC-link 1s depicted 1n
FIGS. 1 and 2 at the output of the unfolder 102 at terminals
p, n and o. The three mput phases each at a time of a
maximum and mimmum instantaneous voltage are con-
nected to the positive p and negative n points of the soft
DC-link respectively and the remaining phase 1s connected
to the midpoint 0. This switching sequence results in the
time-varying soft DC-link voltages v, and v,_,, which are
the respectively the voltages across the p and o terminals of
the DC-link and the o and n terminals of the DC-link of the
three-input converter 104. For example, 1n the first switching
period (marked with a “1””) 1n switching diagram of FIG. 3,

from time O to m/3 switch Qcl connects phase ¢ of the
three-phase source 106 to terminal p, switch Qb2 connects
phase b to terminal n and switch Qa3 connects phase a to
terminal o. This switching combination then connects the
voltage across phases ¢ and a (v_ ) across terminals p and o
S0 v.,=V,, and connects the voltage across phases a and b
(v_,) across terminals o and n so v_,=v_ . as can be seen 1n
the voltage wavetorm at the top right side of FIG. 3.

[0063] In the wavelorms on the right side of FIG. 3, v_, 1s
a voltage across input terminals a and b of the unfolder 102,
v,. 1s a voltage across the input terminals b and ¢ of the
unfolder 102, and v__ 1s a voltage across the input terminals
¢ and a of the unfolder 102. Voltages V,_ and -V_ are
respectively a maximum and a minimum instantaneous
voltage of each mput phase from the three-phase source 106.
Note that v, and v, are unipolar piece-wise sinusoidal DC
voltage wavelorms oflset from each other by a half of a
period. The frequency of the umipolar piece-wise sinusoidal
DC voltage wavelorms 1s three times the fundamental
frequency of the three-phase source 106. The unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage wavetorms includes a DC
component that 1s about half of the maximum instantaneous
voltage V _ .

[0064d] The middle waveform on the right side of FIG. 3
depicts phase currents, current to terminal p 1, and current to
terminal n 1, . The bottom waveform of the three waveforms
at the rnight side of FIG. 3 shows power wavelorms generated
by the voltage and current wavelorms at the output terminals
p, n, and o of the unfolder 102. Power P, 1s v ,,*1,, and power
P, 1s v_ *1 . Note that the output power P__ of the unfolder

O ¥ Fe

102 1s constant.

[0065] Switches Qa3, Qb3 and Qc3 are two comphmen-

tary mnsulated metal-oxide semiconductor field-eflect tran-

sistor (“MOSFETs”) switches 1n series to prevent current 1n
either direction through a body diode the switches Qa3, Qb3
and Qc3 when turned off. In other embodiments, other types
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of semiconductor switches are used, such as gate bipolar
transistors (“IGBTs”) switches may be used. In other
embodiments, a switch pair may be replaced by a single
switch where a body diode 1s not included with the switch.
The capacitors across terminals p and o C, and across
terminals o and n C_ may be film-type capacitors, which are
smaller and more reliable than the electrolytic capacitors of

multi-stage AC-AC 1nverters and other topologies, which 1s
beneficial.

[0066] The three-input converter 104, which 1s a T-type
topology, converts the soft DC-link voltages v, and v, into
a high-frequency 5-level voltage. Although, the powers P1
(V,,71,) and P2 (v,,*1,) across the soft DC-link are time-
varying between 0 and P__ as shown in FIG. 3, the output
power of the T-type converter 104 1s constant over a switch-
ing cycle. This AC-AC topology of the converter 100
provides a buck-type power factor correction (“PFC”) action
and regulates the fundamental component of the output
voltage v, which 1s the mput voltage to the resonant tank
of the WPT system 200 of FIG. 2, over the entire grid cycle.
The soft switching of the unfolder 102 switches at a unity
power factor and results 1n negligible switching losses. The
T-type converter 104 performs both power factor correction
and output current control, thus affecting the overall system
operation. Hence, 1t 1s referred to as a single-stage power

conversion system.

II. Modulation Strategy and Control Scheme

[0067] The three-phase unfolder 102 1s switched at twice
the line frequency of the three-phase source 106 with the
sequence presented in FIG. 3. The T-type converter 104
switches at the operating frequency of the WPT system 200.
A modulation scheme and switching sequence for the T-type
converter 104 1s shown 1n FIG. 4, where a first duty ratiod,,,
and a second duty ratio d__ are the duty ratios corresponding
to the soft DC-link voltages v,, and v,,, respectively. The
modulation scheme for switches of the three-input converter
104 depends on the first duty ratio d,,, and the second duty
ratio d . The modulation scheme 1includes a first modulation
scheme when d,, 1s greater than d,,, and a second modula-
tion scheme when d,, 1s greater than d . The left waveform
1s the first modulation scheme for d >d,, and the right
waveform 1s the second modulation scheme for d, <d,,,.

[0068] The modulation scheme includes switching of the
switches (e.2. S,1, S,1, S,2, S,5, S5, 873, S7,5, S7,3) of the
three-input converter 104 to produce a positive output
voltage at the output terminals v_ during a first half of a
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switching period of the three-input converter 104 and to
produce a negative output voltage v, at the output terminals
during a second half of a switching period of the three-input
converter 104. The notation for each of the waveforms
includes a main switch and a complimentary switch. For
example, when S, is high, S*_, 1s low, when S , 1s high, S™_,
is low, when S, is high, S ; is low, and when S, is high,
S ,3 18 low, and vice-versa.

[0069] The voltage pulses corresponding tov,,, and v, are
center-aligned in the depicted embodiments such that d
and d_, are centered at a phase angle of 90 degrees of a
switching period of the three-input converter 104 for a
positive output voltage v, at the output terminals and are
centered at a phase angle of 270 degrees of the switching
period of the three-input converter 104 for a negative output
voltage v, at the output terminals. In other embodiments,
the modulation scheme includes voltage pulses that are not
center aligned. The duty ratios d,, and d,,, of the 3-1nput,
T-type converter 104 are modulated to achieve the PFC
action and output voltage (v,,) regulation. Voltages v, and
V., vary at three times the line frequency. This causes d,,,
and d__ to vary at three times the line frequency as well,
which 1s a rate much slower than the switching frequency of
the three-input converter 104. At some points, d,,, 1s equal to
d,,.. which results 1n a three-level output voltage v, at the
output terminals of the three-input converter 104. Therefore,
the mathematical analysis 1s done for two periods—which
include Sector-1(v,,>v,, ) and Sector-II (v,,<v,,), as shown
in FIG. 3. The first sector 1s when v, 1s decreasing and v,
1s increasing and the second sector 1s when v, 1s increasing
and v__ 1s decreasing. The fundamental components of the
primary voltage (v,,,) and the primary current (1) are
given by:

I . Hdpﬂ . Hﬁiﬂn . ; (1)
Vo = —|v Ty
oyl [ p,._}sm[ ] gnsm[ )]sm({us ),

iyl = IpemSin(wst — ), (2)

where ®_ 1s the angular switching frequency, I, 1s the
amplitude of the fundamental component of primary current,
and ¥ 1s the phase angle of fundamental current of 1_,, with
respect to the fundamental voltage of v_,,. The expressions
ford,, and d,, are derived by equating the values of i* _and
1", averaged over one switching cycle to the instantaneous
values of 1, and 1, respectively as presented in Table L.

TABLE 1

Calculation of d,, and d,, for sectors I and II

Parameter

VPC,

Ot

<idcp > Ts — ip

z Sect H[H 9 zﬂ]
Sector I(O < Ogriag < 3) cctor 2 arid 3
, 2 : T
VmSlﬂ[Qgrfd + ?) Vmﬁlﬂ(f?grfd — 5)

Vm Si n(egrfd)

2lrsmcosyr  (md
S1

- ;D) = 1nco8(lgria) S1
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TABLE 1-continued

Calculation of der and d__ for sectors [ and II
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Sector—/ (0 < Bgrig < %)

Parameter

i, 7">T. =i, 2I;,,cosy (nd,, .
Slﬂ( 5 ) — Im Slﬂ(egrfd + g 51

T T

TT 20
Sector—1/ (5 < Bgrig < —)

1) 2O o T i+ 2

3

d,,, 2 2

P ;Siﬂ_l(M co8(Bgria)) ;sin‘l(M sin(f?gﬁd — E))

don 2 . T 2 . 4, T
;sm I(Msm(ﬁgﬁd + E)) ;511’1 I(MSIH(Qgrfd + E))

[0070] M 1s the modulation index given by presented 1n FIG. 6 demonstrate umity-power-factor opera-
tion of the system. The simulation results for a step-change
1in battery power from 50 kW to 100 kW at t=0.02 seconds

v - Viptoms) —— Vayloms) I (3) are presented in FIG. 6. The system settles within 1 milli-

nyl(rms}mm: 6Vm B ZIﬁsmCDS('u’,/).

The duty ratios depend on the modulation index (M) and the
grid phase angle (0,,,,). A plot of d , and d,,, for various
modulation indexes 1s given 1n FIG. 5. The leading edges of
the five-level v, voltage waveform, as shown in FIG. 4, are
hard-switched for a certain portion of the grid cycle.
[0071] A region of converter soft switching 1s dependent
on the phase angle W of the primary current (I,,.) and the
modulation index (M). The higher the M, the higher 1s the
soft-switching region of the three-input converter 104 over
the grid cycle. Detuning the resonant tank to be inductive
helps 1n achieving soft switching over the majority portion
of the grid cycle when operated at M closer to one. At lower
M, the leading edges of the output voltage v are hard
switched, similar to a phase-shift controlled inverter 1n a
two-stage converter. Soft switching enables higher overall
system efficiency compared to a two-stage conversion,
which has losses 1n both the PFC stage and the inverter
stage.

[0072] From equation (1), it can be seen that the voltage
v,,1 depends on both d , and d . However, d  and d,,, are
decoupled through M. This presents an easier control of
power without sensing the DC-link currents 1, and 1,,. The
control loop shown 1 FIG. 2 has a proportional-integral
(“PI”’) compensator that processes the error in the battery
power and generates the modulation index (M). In other
embodiments, other compensators are used. M and the grid
phase angle (8,,,,) are used to calculate d,, and d,, and
generate the PWM signals for the three-input converter 104.
The proposed method does not require DC-link current
sensing. If the phase-locked loop PLL 108 1s implemented
by sensing the grid voltages instead of the unfolder phase
voltages, grid currents will lag the voltages by a small angle
due to the voltage drop across the grid filter inductor L. To
eliminate the impact of the power conversion stage non-
1dealities on the input power factor, a feedback method with
an mner DC current regulation loop along with the decou-
pling terms may be used.

ITI. Simulation Results

[0073] The WPT circuit in FIG. 2 1s simulated 1n Piece-
wise Linear Electrical Circmit Simulation (“PLECS”®) with
the parameters listed in Table II. The simulation results

seconds (“ms”) as seen from the plot of the modulation
index. Distortions in the DC-link cuwrrents 1, and 1,, at the
sector transitions can be seen from FIG. 6. This effect 1s seen
in all unfolder-based topologies. The distortions are due to
the ripple in the soft DC-link voltages v, and v,,,, which
results 1 undesired conduction of body diodes of the
switches of the unfolder 102 of the commutating phase
during the sector transition. The distortion i1n the gnd
currents at the sector transitions corresponds to the under-
damped ringing of the grid inductance with the DC-link
capacitance. The waveforms corresponding to the WPT
system 200 are shown 1n FIG. 7 and include waveforms of
the three-input converter 104 and rectification section 204.

TABLE II

Simulation parameters of the converter 100 of FIG. 2

Parameter Value

480 V (1-1), 60 Hz AC 3-®

Nominal input voltage

Maximum QOutput power 100 kW
Switching frequency (f)) 85 kHz
Primary inductance (L, ) 27.92 uH
Secondary inductance (Lg, ) 27.92 uH
Mutual inductance (Mpg) 6.62 uH

Coupling coeflicient (k) 0.237
Nominal battery voltage 800 V
Capacitances Cp and Cn 30 uF
Grnid filter inductance (Lg) 5 uH
Filter capacitance (Cf) 150 uF

IV. Experimental Results

[0074] A 1 kW scaled-down prototype of the AC-AC
power converter 100 was developed 1n a laboratory to
validate the proposed topology and the modulation strategy.
The WPT system 200 1in FIG. 2 was implemented 1n hard-
ware without the secondary coil, rectification stage and the
battery as the focus was to demonstrate the PFC action and
voltage control of the front-end converter (e.g. 100). To
emulate the battery load, a resistor equals to the reflected
resistance of the WPT system 200 was connected 1n series

with the primary coil L, .. The series resistance-inductance-
capacitance (“RLC”) load (R, C, ;, Ly, 1 Table III) was

1
tuned to 20 degrees lagging pOWE‘i‘ factor to aid soft switch-

ing. A Pacific Power 390-ASX power supply was used to
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emulate the three-phase source 106. The unfolder 102 and
the three-input converter 104 were implemented using Cree

S1C devices C3MO0120100J (1000 V/22 A/120 m£2). For

unidirectional power transier, the unfolder switches Q_,,
Q -, Q. Q,., Q., and Q_, can be realized using power
diodes. The mid-point switches Q 5, Q,, and Q,; can be
realized by inexpensive IGBTs due to the low frequency
switching of the unfolder stage. The parameters of the
hardware setup are given in Table III.

[0075] The modulation strategy was implemented 1n a
Texas Instruments® F28379D) microcontroller using feed-
torward control. During the transition instant between Sec-
tor-1 (d,,<d,,,) and Sector-1I (d,,<d,,,), extra care was taken
in the software to avoid momentary shoot-through of the top
and bottom devices in the three-input converter 104. The
selected solution was to force the PWM controller 112 1nto
the starting state of the new sector, when the sector change
1s detected. The compare register values of the new sector
are then loaded into enhanced PWM (“EPWM™) registers.
Calculation ofthed,,, and d,,, functions was computationally
intensive due to the arcsin function, which required 18.5
microseconds (“us”) of processing time. The control algo-
rithm was implemented at a rate of 17 kHz, which 1s five
times slower than the switching frequency of 85 kHz.

TABLE 111

Parameters of the hardware setup

Parameter Value

Input voltage 128 V (1-1), 60 Hz AC 3-ph
Output power 1 kW

Switching frequency (1,) 85 kHz
Primary inductance (Lp,;) 89.92 nH
Primary capacitance (Cp;) 48.86 pur
Reflected resistance (R) 17.1 €
Capacitances C, and C, 1.5 pF
Grid filter inductance (L) 30 uH
Modulation index (M) 1

[0076] The three-phase ac line currents of the imnverter at 1
kW output power are shown 1n FIG. 8. An efliciency of 95%
from the grid to the resistive load was achieved at this
operating point. An mput power factor of 0.99 and a gnd
current total harmonic distortion (“THD”) of 1.4% was
measured using a Yokogawa WT1806E power analyzer. The
PFC action as well as the tank voltage v, , and current
control are illustrated 1n FIG. 9. The 360 Hz envelope of the
tank voltage (v,,) 1s also shown 1n FIG. 9. The 180 Hz soft
DC link voltages v, v,,, and currents 1,, 1, are illustrated in
FIG. 10. The soft DC-link currents 1, 1, have high ripple due
to the lower value of DC-link capacitances C , C, used in the
hardware.

[0077] The S-level wavelorm of the tank voltage under
unequal d,, and d,,, values 1s given in F1G. 11. When d,,, and
d_. are equal, the tank voltage has a 3-level wavetform as
shown 1n FIG. 12. As seen 1n FIG. 11 and FIG. 12, the
leading edges are hard-switched at very low currents and the
trailing edges are completely soit switched. At higher modu-
lation indexes, the proposed topology depicted mn FIGS. 1
and 2 can achieve soft switching over a major portion of the
orid cycle. Hence, the proposed topology can achieve a
higher efliciency compared to a conventional two-stage
system or a matrix converter based system. Furthermore, the
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proposed topology requires a very small grid filter due to the
low voltage ripple on the grid filter inductor and hence more
compact components.

[0078] Single-stage AC-AC converters have the potential
to improve the efliciency and power density of the WPT
systems. A control scheme for an AC-AC conversion system
utilizing a three-phase untfolder 102 and three-input con-
verter 104 1s described herein. The mathematical analysis of
the proposed modulation scheme and the simulation results
for a 100 kW WPT system demonstrating the etlicacy of the
proposed control scheme 1s presented herein. Hardware
results of a 1 kW scaled-down hardware prototype demon-
strate the effectiveness of the proposed topology. The hard-
ware system achieved a power factor of 0.99 with a gnd
current THD well under 2%. The proposed topology oflers
a clear advantage over the two-stage system and matrix
converter 1n terms of grid current quality, filtering require-
ment, and system etliciency.

[0079] FIG. 13 15 a schematic tlowchart diagram illustrat-
ing one embodiment of a method 1300 for using an unfolder-
based single-stage AC to AC converter. The method 1300
begins and receives 1302 input power at three mput termi-
nals of an unfolder 102. The three mput terminals receive
1302 the power from a three-phase AC power source 106
and the unfolder 102 includes an output connection with a
positive terminal p, a negative terminal n and a neutral
terminal o. The unfolder 103 unifolds bipolar AC voltages
into two unipolar piece-wise sinusoidal DC voltage wave-
forms offset from each other by a half of a period. The
method 1300 receives 1304 output power from the unfolder
102 at a three-mnput converter 104 that produces a quasi-
sinusoidal output voltage across output terminals at an
output frequency. The three-input converter 104 recerves the
output power at a positive mput connection connected to the
positive terminal p, a negative input connection connected to
the negative terminal n and a neutral mput connection
connected to the neutral terminal o. The three-input con-
verter 104 includes switches that selectively connect the
positive, negative and neutral input connections across the
output terminals.

[0080] The method 1300 controls 1306, with a pulse-
width modulation controller 112, a first duty ratio d,,, and a
second duty ratio d_  for the three-input converter 104 as a
function of a phase angle 0,,, of a phase of the three-phase
AC power source 106 and a modulation index M generated
from an error signal related to a control variable compared
to a reference. The method 1300, in some embodiments,
modulates 1308, using the PWM controller 112, switches of
the three-input converter 104 according to a modulation
scheme that depends on the first duty ratio d,, and the
second duty ratio d_,, and the method 1300 selects 1310 a
first part of the modulation scheme when d , 1s greater than
d_, and a second part of the modulation scheme when d_, 1s
greater than d ,,, and the method 1300 ends. The modulation
scheme includes switching of the switches of the three-input
converter 104 to produce a positive output voltage at the
output terminals during a first half of a switching period of
the three-input converter 104 and to produce a negative
output voltage at the output terminals during a second half
of a switching period of the three-input converter 104. In
various embodiments, the method 1300 1s implemented with
the power converter 100 of FIG. 1 or 2.

[0081] Embodiments may be practiced in other specific
forms. The described embodiments are to be considered in
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all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope
of the ivention 1s, therefore, indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A power converter comprising:

an unfolder comprising an 1mput connection comprising
three mput terminals that connect to a three-phase
alternating current (“AC”) power source and compris-

Ing an output connection with a positive terminal, a

negative terminal and a neutral terminal, wherein the

unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal direct current (“DC”) voltage
waveforms offset from each other by a half of a period;

a three-input converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal
output voltage across output terminals at an output
frequency, the three-input converter comprising a posi-
tive mput connection connected to the positive termi-
nal, a negative input connection connected to the nega-
tive terminal and a neutral input connection connected
to the neutral terminal, wherein the three-input con-
verter comprises switches that selectively connect the
positive, negative and neutral input connections across
the output terminals; and

a pulse-width modulation controller configured to control

a first duty ratio d ,, and a second duty ratio d,,, for the

three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of

a phase of the three-phase AC power source and a

modulation index generated from an error signal related

to a control variable compared to a reference,
wherein the first duty ratio d,,, and the second duty ratio

d__ are time varying at a rate related to a fundamental

frequency of the three-phase AC power source, and
wherein the modulation 1ndex relates to output voltage of
the three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-
phase AC power source, a peak current of the three-
phase AC power source and/or a peak current of output

current at the output terminals.

2. The power converter of claim 1, wherein a modulation
scheme for switches of the three-input converter depends on
the first duty ratio d,,, and the second duty ratio d,,,.

3. The power converter of claim 2, wherein the modula-
tion scheme comprises a first modulation scheme when d
1s greater than d__ and a second modulation scheme when
d,, 1s greater than d .

4. The power converter of claim 2, wherein the modula-
fion scheme comprises switching of the switches of the
three-input converter to produce a positive output voltage at
the output terminals during a first half of a switching period
of the three-input converter and to produce a negative output
voltage at the output terminals during a second half of a
switching period of the three-input converter.

5. The power converter of claam 1, wherein equations
defining the first duty ratio d ,, and the second duty ratiod,,,
comprise first sector equations for a first sector and second
sector equations for a second sector, wherein the first sector
1s when voltage from the positive terminal to the neutral
terminal v,, 1s decreasing and voltage from the neutral
terminal to the negative terminal v__ 1s increasing and the
second sector 1s when v 1s increasing and v, 1s decreasing.

6. The power converter of claam 5, wherein first and
second sector equations for the first duty ratio d,,, and the
second duty ratio d_ are defined as:
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d

po = —sin 1 (M costly, ;4 ) for the first sector;

T

dyo = %sin_l (M CDS(Qgrfd — E)) for the second sector;

d, = —sin ' (M sin(fly,;7)) forthe first sector; and
T

d,, = %sin‘l(M Siﬂ(eﬂm — E)) for the second sector,

wherein:
0., 15 the phase angle of the phase of the three-phase
AC power source, and
M 1s the modulation index.
7. The power converter of claim 1, wherein the modula-
tion mndex M 1s:

M = nyl(rms) _ nyl(rms)ﬂ _ Im?r

nyl(rms)max ‘JE Vm - QILsm CDS('#)

wherein:

V_1ms) 18 @ root-mean-square (“rms’) voltage and 1s

the output voltage of the three-input converter;
V o 1msymax 18 @ maximum rms voltage of the three-
input converter;
V 1s the peak voltage of the three-phase AC power
source;
I 1s the peak current of the three-phase AC power

FFl

SOUrce,

r ., 18 the peak current of output current at the output
terminals; and
Y 1s the phase angle between the fundamental compo-
nents of v, and 1,,.

8. The power converter of claim 1, wherein the pulse-
width modulation controller controls switching of the three-
input converter to maintain unity power factor at the input to
the unfolder.

9. The power converter of claim 1, wherein a switching
frequency of the three-input converter 1s at least two orders
of magnitude higher than a fundamental frequency of the
three-phase AC power source.

10. The power converter of claim 1, wherein d,, and d,,,
are centered at a phase angle of 90 degrees of a switching
period of the three-input converter for a positive output
voltage at the output terminals and are centered at a phase
angle of 270 degrees of the switching period of the three-
input converter for a negative output voltage at the output
terminals.

11. The power converter of claim 1, wherein the output
terminals of the three-input converter are connected to a
resonant section, which connects to a rectification section
and an output of the rectification section 1s a DC voltage and
the control vanable 1s for controlling the output of the
rectification section.

12. The power converter of claim 11, wherein one of:

the resonant section comprises a transmission pad sepa-

rated from a receiver pad on a mobile device, wherein
the transmission pad transfers power over a gap to the
receiver pad as part of a wireless power transmission
system;

the resonant section comprises a transformer and the

power converter 1s a DC power supply; and

|
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the resonant section comprises output terminals and the
power converter 1s an inverter.

13. A system comprising:

an unfolder comprising an 1put connection comprising
three mput terminals that connect to a three-phase
alternating current (“AC”) power source and compris-
Ing an output connection with a positive terminal, a
negative terminal and a neutral terminal, wherein the
unfolder unfolds bipolar AC voltages into two unipolar
piece-wise sinusoidal direct current (“DC”) voltage
waveforms offset from each other by a half of a period;

a three-input converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal
output voltage across output terminals at an output
frequency, the three-input converter comprising a posi-
tive mput connection connected to the positive termi-
nal, a negative input connection connected to the nega-
tive terminal and a neutral input connection connected
to the neutral terminal, wherein the three-mnput con-
verter comprises switches that selectively connect the
positive, negative and neutral mnput connections across
the output terminals;

a wireless power transfer (“WPT”) primary pad coupled
to output terminals of the three-input converter;

a WPT secondary pad electromagnetically coupled to the
WPT primary pad over a gap;

a rectifier section coupled to an output of the WPT
secondary pad, the rectifier section comprising an out-
put; and

a pulse-width modulation controller configured to control
a first duty ratio d ,, and a second duty ratio d,,, for the
three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of
a phase of the three-phase AC power source and a
modulation index generated from an error signal related
to a converter output variable compared to a reference,

the converter output variable from the output of the
rectifier section,

wherein the first duty ratio d ,, and the second duty ratio
d__ are time varying at a rate related to a fundamental
frequency of the three-phase AC power source, and

wherein the modulation 1ndex relates to output voltage of
the three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-
phase AC power source, a peak current of the three-
phase AC power source and/or a peak current of output
current at the output terminals.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein a modulation scheme
for switches of the three-input converter depends on the first
duty ratio d , and the second duty ratio d_,,, the modulation
scheme comprises a first modulation scheme when d,,, 1s
greater than d__ and a second modulation scheme when d__
1s greater than d ,, and the modulation scheme comprises
switching of the switches of the three-input converter to
produce a positive output voltage at the output terminals
during a first half of a switching period of the three-input
converter and to produce a negative output voltage at the

output terminals during a second half of a switching

15. The system of claim 13, wherein equations defining
the first duty ratio d ,, and the second duty ratio d,,,, comprise
first sector equations for a first sector and second sector
equations for a second sector, wherein the first sector 1s
when voltage from the positive terminal to the neutral
terminal v, 1s decreasing and voltage from the neutral
terminal to the negative terminal v__ 1s increasing and the
second sector 1s when v, 1s increasing and v, 1s decreasing.

11

Apr. 27, 2023

16. The system of claam 15, wherein first and second
sector equations for the first duty ratio d,, and the second
duty ratio d__ are defined as:

d

po = —sin 1 (M cosflg,;4) for the first sector;

T

dyo = %sin_l (M CDS(Qg;ﬂfd — E)) for the second sector;

d, = —sin (M $1n(flg,;4)) forthe first sector; and
i

d, = %sin‘l(M Siﬂ(egrfd — E)) for the second sector,

wherein;:
0., 18 the phase angle of the phase of the three-phase
AC power source, and
M 1s the modulation index, and
wherein the modulation index M 1s:

M = Yy

nyl (rmsymax

liyms) nyl (rms)7t _ Imﬂ

\(EVm 2 remcos(i)

wherein:

V o 10ms) 18 @ root-mean-square (“rms’) voltage and 1s

the output voltage of the three-input converter;
V o 1tmsymax 18 @ maximum rms voltage of the three-
input converter;
V  1s the peak voltage of the three-phase AC power
SOurce;
I 1s the peak current of the three-phase AC power

P

SOUrce.

r ., 18 the peak current of output current at the output
terminals; and
Y 1s the phase angle between the fundamental compo-
nents of v and 1.

17. The system of claim 13, wherein the output variable
comprises one of output power, output voltage and output
current of the rectification section.

18. A method comprising:

receiving mput power at three mput terminals of an

unfolder, the three mput terminals receive the power
from a three-phase alternating cuwrrent (“AC”) power
source and, the unfolder comprises an output connec-
tion with a positive terminal, a negative terminal and a
neutral terminal, wherein the unfolder unfolds bipolar
AC voltages 1nto two unipolar piece-wise sinusoidal
direct current (“DC”) voltage waveforms offset from
each other by a half of a period;

receiving output power from the unfolder at a three-input

converter that produces a quasi-sinusoidal output volt-
age across output terminals at an output frequency, the
three-input converter receives the output power at a
posifive 1nput connection connected to the positive
terminal, a negative input connection connected to the
negative terminal and a neutral mnput connection con-
nected to the neutral terminal, wherein the three-input
converter comprises switches that selectively connect
the positive, negative and neutral input connections
across the output terminals; and
controlling, with a pulse-width modulation controller, a
first duty ratio d,,, and a second duty ratio d,, for the

|
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three-input converter as a function of a phase angle of
a phase of the three-phase AC power source and a
modulation index generated from an error signal related
to a control variable compared to a reference,

wherein the first duty ratio d ,, and the second duty ratio
d_, are time varying at a rate related to a fundamental
frequency of the three-phase AC power source, and

wherein the modulation index relates to output voltage of

the three-input converter, a peak voltage of the three-
phase AC power source, a peak current of the three-
phase AC power source and/or a peak current of output
current at the output terminals.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising modu-
lating switches of the three-input converter according to a
modulation scheme that depends on the first duty ratio d
and the second duty ratio d_,, wherein the method selects a

OF7?

first part of the modulation scheme when d,, 1s greater than
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d_. and a second part of the modulation scheme when d_,, 1s
greater than d,,, and wherein the modulation scheme com-
prises switching of the switches of the three-input converter
to produce a positive output voltage at the output terminals
during a first half of a switching period of the three-input
converter and to produce a negative output voltage at the
output terminals during a second half of a switching period
of the three-input converter.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein equations defining
the first duty ratio d,,, and the second duty ratio d_,, comprise
first sector equations for a first sector and second sector
equations for a second sector, wherein the first sector is
when voltage from the positive terminal to the neutral
terminal v,, 1s decreasing and voltage from the neutral
terminal to the negative terminal v_, 1s increasing and the

second sector 1s when v, 1s increasing and v, 1s decreasing.
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