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(US) A method for repairing a component 1s provided, where the

component has a substrate comprising an outer surface and an
iner surface and defining one or more grooves. Each groove
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the component. The repair method includes removing the
thermal barrier and bond coatings, removing at least a portion

of the structural coating 1in a vicinity of a damaged portion of
the component, performing a repair operation on the damaged
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(51) Int. CL. and applying a bond coating and a thermal barrier coating.
B23P 6/00 (2006.01) Additional repair methods are also provided.
20
10

J

14

16

18

12



Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 1 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

20

- 10

14

16

18

12




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 2 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

100

100




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 3 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

100

150




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 4 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

112

180
170




Patent Application Publication

150

130

Apr. 11,2013 Sheet5of 3 US 2013/0086784 Al

112

172
170

110

150

174

a

172
150

e

/ - P y p . p y P
ks : e -
A VA
s A e - r -
A A R
; &~ £ ra E
/ A L e S A A A A G A A A .
.-__.-"'-- .__.-"-. _,.-'"f __.-"' - 4 .-"'-. _.-';-. .__.-"'-. .-_,.-'f &~ __.-'"f .-'"-. .-__.-"-. __,.-"'f __.-"' .--__""-. &~ _,.-'"'f .__.-"-. .--.__-"'-. e __,.-'"f .-""-
& _.-"'f P B &~ - _.-"'f ;__.-' _.-"'f - y -~ o / .-.____.-' / . &~ - _.-""f o _.-"'f P _.-"f - _.-"'f
-~ A - A o - e £ # & f - A A - y e £ & & f -
- 5 e s < - s s - iy - ey 5 - s - - s 5 - iy - ey i
e S e v p y I . f y e y I e y - y s s -, y , y I
O A A A A A A A A A A VA A A
ks . : - . b - ___.-"' e - . - -
4 ; S s 7 f’ S s ;/ ; e s s S 7 S s
e - __.-"" --__.- - ___.-"' - ~ o .-__.-" __.-"" s A .-__.-' , . __.-"" .--__.- .-__.-"




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 6 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

176

130

178

96
54

110

140 140 140

54

110

140 140 140




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 7 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

140 112

150

112
140




Patent Application Publication  Apr. 11, 2013 Sheet 8 of 8 US 2013/00867384 Al

24, 56

130, 132 |
140
94, 56 60, 62
130
112

140




US 2013/0086784 Al

REPAIR METHODS FOR COOLED
COMPONENTS

BACKGROUND

[0001] The invention relates generally to gas turbine
engines, and, more specifically, to repair methods for cooled
components.

[0002] In a gas turbine engine, air 1s pressurized in a com-
pressor and mixed with fuel in a combustor for generating hot
combustion gases. Energy 1s extracted from the gases 1n a
high pressure turbine (HPT), which powers the compressor,
and 1n a low pressure turbine (LPT), which powers a fan 1n a
turbofan aircrait engine application, or powers an external
shaft for marine and industrial applications.

[0003] Engine eifficiency increases with temperature of
combustion gases. However, the combustion gases heat the
various components along their flowpath, which 1n turn
requires cooling thereof to achieve a long engine lifetime.
Typically, the hot gas path components are cooled by bleeding
air from the compressor. This cooling process reduces engine
elficiency, as the bled air 1s not used 1n the combustion pro-
CEess.

[0004] Gas turbine engine cooling art is mature and
includes numerous patents for various aspects of cooling
circuits and features 1n the various hot gas path components.
For example, the combustor includes radially outer and 1inner
liners, which require cooling during operation. Turbine
nozzles include hollow vanes supported between outer and
inner bands, which also require cooling. Turbine rotor blades
are hollow and typically include cooling circuits therein, with
the blades being surrounded by turbine shrouds, which also
require cooling. The hot combustion gases are discharged

through an exhaust which may also be lined, and suitably
cooled.

[0005] Inall of these exemplary gas turbine engine compo-
nents, thin metal walls of high strength superalloy metals are
typically used for enhanced durability while minimizing the
need for cooling thereol. Various cooling circuits and features
are tailored for these individual components 1n their corre-
sponding environments in the engine. For example, a series of
internal cooling passages, or serpentines, may be formed 1n a
hot gas path component. A cooling fluid may be provided to
the serpentines from a plenum, and the cooling tluid may flow
through the passages, cooling the hot gas path component
substrate and coatings. However, this cooling strategy typi-
cally results i comparatively low heat transier rates and
non-uniform component temperature profiles.

[0006] Micro-channel cooling has the potential to signifi-
cantly reduce cooling requirements by placing the cooling as
close as possible to the heated region, thus reducing the tem-
perature difference between the hot side and cold side of the
main load bearing substrate material for a given heat transier
rate.

[0007] As cooledturbine components are exposed to severe
conditions during engine operation, they may crack or suffer
other distress, such as burning. Repair operations may there-
fore be required. Repair processes for conventionally cooled
components can be time consuming and costly and would not
be directly applicable to micro-channel cooled components.

[0008] It would therefore be desirable to develop repair
processes suitable for repairing micro-channel cooled com-
ponents. It would further be desirable to develop repair pro-
cesses to add micro-channel cooling to modify the cooling
scheme for conventionally cooled components, in order to
alleviate local, thermal distress within the components.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0009] One aspect of the present mvention resides 1n a
method for repairing a component having a substrate com-
prising an outer surface and an 1nner surface, where the inner
surface defines at least one hollow, 1nterior space. The sub-
strate defilnes one or more grooves, where each groove
extends at least partially along the outer surface of the sub-
strate. The component further comprises a structural coating,
disposed over at least a portion of the outer surface of the
substrate, a bond coating disposed over the structural coating,
and a thermal bather coating disposed over the bond coating.
The groove(s) and the structural coating together define one
or more channels for cooling the component. The repair
method 1ncludes removing the thermal bather coating,
removing the bond coating, removing at least a portion of the
structural coating 1n a vicinity of a damaged portion of the
component, and performing a repair operation on the dam-
aged portion of the component. The repair method further
includes applying a structural coating at least in a vicinity of
the repaired portion of the component, applying a bond coat-
ing over the structural coating, and applying a thermal bather
coating over the bond coating.

[0010] Another aspect of the invention resides in a method
for repairing a component having a substrate comprising an
outer surface and an inner surface, where the inner surface
defines at least one hollow, interior space. One or more
grooves extend at least partially along the component. The
component further comprises a structural coating disposed
over at least a portion of the outer surface of the substrate, a
bond coating disposed over the structural coating, and a ther-
mal bather coating disposed over the bond coating. The struc-
tural coating comprises an 1nner structural coating layer dis-
posed on the outer surface of the substrate and an outer
structural coating layer disposed on the 1nner structural coat-
ing layer. Each groove 1s formed at least partially 1n the inner
structural coating layer. The groove(s) and the structural coat-
ing together define one or more channels for cooling the
component. The repair method includes removing the ther-
mal bather coating, removing the bond coating, removing at
least a portion of the outer structural coating layer in a vicinity
of a damaged portion of the inner structural coating layer, and
performing a repair operation on the damaged portion of the
inner structural coating layer. The repair method further
includes applying an outer structural coating layer over any
exposed portions of the iner structural coating layer, apply-
ing a bond coating over the outer structural coating, and
applying a thermal barrier coating over the bond coating.

[0011] Yetanother aspect of the present invention resides 1n
a method for repairing a component having a substrate com-
prising an outer surface and an inner surface. The mnner sur-
face defines at least one hollow, interior space, and the sub-
strate defines one or more grooves. Each groove extends at
least partially along the outer surface of the substrate and has
a base and a top. Each groove narrows at the respective top
thereof, such that each groove comprises a re-entrant shaped
groove. The component further comprises a structural coating
disposed over at least a portion of the outer surface of the
substrate, a bond coating disposed over the structural coating,
and a thermal barrier coating disposed over the bond coating.
The re-entrant shaped groove(s) and the structural coating
together define one or more re-entrant shaped channels for
cooling the component. The repair method includes removing
the thermal barrier coating, removing the bond coating,
removing at least a portion of the structural coating in a
vicinity of a damaged portion of the component, and perform-
ing a repair operation on the damaged portion of the compo-
nent. The repair method further includes applying a structural
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coating at least in a vicinity of the repaired portion of the
component, applying a bond coating over the structural coat-
ing, and applying a thermal barrier coating over the bond
coating.

[0012] Stll another aspect of the present invention resides
in a method for repairing a component having a substrate
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, where the
iner surface defines at least one hollow, mterior space. The
component further comprises a structural coating disposed
over at least a portion of the outer surface of the substrate, a
bond coating disposed over the structural coating, and a ther-
mal barrier coating disposed over the bond coating. The repair
method 1ncludes removing the thermal barrier coating,
removing the bond coating, and removing at least a portion of
the structural coating in a vicinity of a damaged portion of the
component. The method further includes forming one or
more grooves in the substrate, applying a structural coating at
least 1n a vicinity of the repaired portion of the component,
applying a bond coating over the structural coating, and
applying a thermal bather coating over the bond coating. Each
groove extends at least partially along the outer surface of the
substrate, and the groove(s) and the structural coating
together define one or more channels for cooling the compo-
nent.

DRAWINGS

[0013] These and other features, aspects, and advantages of
the present invention will become better understood when the
tollowing detailed description 1s read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

[0014] FIG. 1 1s a schematic illustration of a gas turbine
system;
[0015] FIG. 2 1s a schematic cross-section of an example

airfo1l configuration with cooling channels, 1n accordance
with aspects of the present invention;

[0016] FIG. 3 schematically depicts, 1n perspective view,
three example open shaped cooling grooves that extend par-
tially along the surface of the substrate, where the substrate 1s
covered by a structural coating, a bond coat, and a thermal
barrier coating;

[0017] FIG. 4 schematically depicts, 1n perspective view,
the cooling grooves of FIG. 3, where the thermal barrier
coating has been removed;

[0018] FIG. 5 schematically depicts, in perspective view,
the cooling grooves of FIG. 4, where the bond coat has also
been removed;

[0019] FIG. 6 schematically depicts the local removal of a
portion of the structural coating 1n the vicinity of a damaged
portion of the substrate near an open shaped groove;

[0020] FIG.7 schematically depicts the local application of
a portion of the structural coating 1n the vicinity of a repaired
portion of the substrate, for a re-entrant shaped channel;

[0021] FIG. 8 depicts the formation of an example crater 1n
the substrate;
[0022] FIG. 9 depicts the formation of example run-out

regions in the substrate;

[0023] FIG. 10 shows an example cooling channel and
run-out region with a structural coating applied;

[0024] FIG. 11 shows the example cooling channel of FIG.
10 with a film hole formed 1n the run-out region by removal of
a portion of the coating 1n the run-out region;

[0025] FIG. 12 1s a top view of an example diffuser-shaped
run-out region, which 1s wider than the respective groove;
[0026] FIG. 13 schematically depicts three re-entrant
shaped cooling channels formed 1n an 1nner structural coating
layer;
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[0027] FIG. 14 shows the re-entrant shaped grooves of FIG.
13 with the thermal barrier coating, bond coat, and the outer

layer of the structural coating removed;

[0028] FIG. 15 schematically depicts, in perspective view,
three example re-entrant shaped cooling grooves that extend
partially along the surface of the substrate and channel cool-
ant to an exit region formed by a connecting groove;

[0029] FIG. 16 1s a cross-sectional view of one of the
example cooling channels of FIG. 15 and shows the channel
conveying coolant from an access hole to an exit region
formed by a connecting groove;

[0030] FIG. 17 schematically depicts, 1n perspective view,

three example cooling channels that extend partially along the
surface of the substrate and channel coolant to respective exit

regions formed in a trench in the coating; and
[0031] FIG. 18 1s a cross-sectional view of one of the

example cooling channels of FIG. 17 and shows the channel
conveying coolant from an access hole to an exit region

formed 1n a trench 1n the coating.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0032] The terms “first,” “second,” and the like, herein do
not denote any order, quantity, or importance, but rather are
used to distinguish one element from another. The terms “a”
and “an” herein do not denote a limitation of quantity, but
rather denote the presence of at least one of the referenced
items. The modifier “about” used 1n connection with a quan-
tity 1s 1nclusive of the stated value, and has the meaming
dictated by context, (e.g., includes the degree of error asso-
ciated with measurement of the particular quantity). In addi-
tion, the term “combination” 1s inclusive of blends, mixtures,
alloys, reaction products, and the like.

[0033] Moreover, 1n this specification, the suilix “(s)” 1s
usually intended to include both the singular and the plural of
the term that 1t modifies, thereby including one or more of that
term (e.g., “the passage hole” may include one or more pas-
sage holes, unless otherwise specified). Reference throughout
the specification to “one embodiment,” “another embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” and so forth, means that a particular
clement (e.g., feature, structure, and/or characteristic)
described 1n connection with the embodiment 1s included 1n at
least one embodiment described herein, and may or may not
be present i other embodiments. Similarly, reference to “a
particular configuration” means that a particular element
(e.g., feature, structure, and/or characteristic) described 1n
connection with the configuration 1s included 1n at least one
configuration described herein, and may or may not be
present 1n other configurations. In addition, 1t 1s to be under-
stood that the described inventive features may be combined
in any suitable manner 1n the various embodiments and con-
figurations.

[0034] FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram of a gas turbine sys-
tem 10. The system 10 may include one or more compressors
12, combustors 14, turbines 16, and fuel nozzles 20. The
compressor 12 and turbine 16 may be coupled by one or more
shaft 18. The shaft 18 may be a single shait or multiple shaft

segments coupled together to form shaft 18.

[0035] The gas turbine system 10 may include a number of
hot gas path components 100. A hot gas path component 1s
any component of the system 10 that 1s at least partially
exposed to a high temperature flow of gas through the system
10. For example, bucket assemblies (also known as blades or
blade assemblies), nozzle assemblies (also known as vanes or
vane assemblies), shroud assemblies, transition pieces,
retaining rings, and compressor exhaust components are all
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hot gas path components. However, 1t should be understood
that the hot gas path component 100 of the present invention
1s not limited to the above examples, but may be any compo-
nent that 1s at least partially exposed to a high temperature
flow of gas. Further, 1t should be understood that the hot gas
path component 100 of the present disclosure 1s not limited to
components 1n gas turbine systems 10, but may be any piece
ol machinery or component thereof that may be exposed to
high temperature tflows.

[0036] When a hot gas path component 100 1s exposed to a
hot gas flow 80, the hot gas path component 100 1s heated by
the hot gas flow 80 and may reach a temperature at which the
hot gas path component 100 fails. Thus, 1 order to allow
system 10 to operate with hot gas flow 80 at a high tempera-
ture, increasing the efficiency and performance of the system
10, a cooling system for the hot gas path component 100 1s
required.

[0037] Ingeneral, the cooling system of the present disclo-
sure 1ncludes a series of small channels, or micro-channels,
tormed 1n the surface of the hot gas path component 100. For
industrial sized power generating turbine components,
“small” or “micro” channel dimensions would encompass
approximate depths and widths 1in the range o1 0.25 mmto 1.5
mm, while for aviation sized turbine components channel
dimensions would encompass approximate depths and
widths 1n the range of 0.15 mm to 0.5 mm. The hot gas path
component may be provided with a cover layer. A cooling
fluid may be provided to the channels from a plenum, and the
cooling fluid may flow through the channels, cooling the
cover layer.

[0038] A method for repairing a component 100 1is
described with reference to FIGS. 2-12. As indicated 1in FIG.
2, for example, the component 100 has a substrate 110 com-
prising an outer surface 112 and an mner surface 116, where
the inner surface 116 defines at least one hollow, interior
space 114. As indicated, for example, 1n FIGS. 2-5, the sub-
strate 110 defines one or more grooves 132, where each
groove 132 extends at least partially along the outer surface of
the substrate 110. As indicated, for example, in FIGS. 3-5, the
component 100 further includes a structural coating 150 dis-
posed over at least a portion of the outer surface 112 of the
substrate 110, a bond coating 152 disposed over the structural
coating, and a thermal barrier coating 154 disposed over the
bond coating. As indicated, for example, 1n FIG. 5, the groove
(s) 132 and the structural coating 150 together define one or
more channels 130 for cooling the component 100.

[0039] As discussed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,626,462, Melvin R.
Jackson et al., “Double-wall airfoil,” which 1s incorporated
herein 1n 1ts entirety, substrate 110 may be formed from any
suitable material. Depending on the intended application for
component 100, this could include Ni-base, Co-base and
Fe-base superalloys. The Ni-base superalloys may be those
containing both v and g' phases, particularly those Ni-base
superalloys containing both g and v' phases wherein the v’
phase occupies at least 40% by volume of the superalloy.
Such alloys are known to be advantageous because of a com-
bination of desirable properties including high temperature
strength and high temperature creep resistance. The substrate
material may also comprise a NiAl mtermetallic alloy, as
these alloys are also known to possess a combination of
superior properties including high temperature strength and
high temperature creep resistance that are advantageous for
use in turbine engine applications used for aircrait. In the case
of Nb-base alloys, coated Nb-base alloys having superior
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oxidation resistance will be preferred, particularly those
alloys comprising Nb-(27-40)11-(4.5-10.5)Al-(4.5-7.9)Cr-
(1.5-3.5)H1-(0-6)V, where the composition ranges are 1n atom
percent. The substrate material may also comprise a Nb-base
alloy that contains at least one secondary phase, such as a
Nb-contaiming imntermetallic compound comprising a silicide,
carbide or boride. Such alloys are composites of a ductile
phase (1.e., the Nb-base alloy) and a strengthening phase (1.¢.,
a Nb-containing intermetallic compound). For other arrange-
ments, the substrate material comprises a molybdenum based
alloy, such as alloys based on molybdenum (solid solution)
with Mo.S1B, and Mo, S1 second phases. For other configu-
rations, the substrate material comprises a ceramic matrix
composite, such as a silicon carbide (51C) matrix reinforced
with S1C fibers. For other configurations the substrate mate-
rial comprises a TiAl-based intermetallic compound.

[0040] For particular configurations, the structural coating
150 has a thickness 1n the range of 0.1-2.0 millimeters, and
more particularly, in the range of 0.1 to 1 millimeter, and still
more particularly 0.1 to 0.5 millimeters for industrial com-
ponents. For aviation components, this range 1s typically 0.1
to 0.25 millimeters. However, other thicknesses may be uti-
lized depending on the requirements for a particular compo-
nent 100. For certain hot gas path components 100, the struc-
tural coating 150 comprises a nickel-based or cobalt-based
alloy, and more particularly comprises a superalloy ora (N1C-
0)CrAlY alloy. For example, where the substrate material 1s a
Ni-base superalloy containing both v and v' phases, structural

coating may comprise similar compositions of maternals, as
discussed 1n U.S. Pat. No. 5,626,462.

[0041] Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, the repair method
comprises removing the thermal barrier coating 154. For
example, the thermal barrier coating may be removed
mechanically, for example by grit blasting. As indicated in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the repair method further comprises removing
the bond coating 152. For example, the bond coating may be
removed chemically. As indicated, for example, 1n FIG. 6, the
repair method further includes removing at least a portion of
the structural coating 150 1n a vicinity of a damaged portion
111 of the component and performing a repair operation on
the damaged portion 111 of the component 110. For the
illustrated example shown in FIG. 6, the structural coating
150 1s locally removed. However, for other process configu-
rations, the structural coating 150 may be globally removed.
For example, any cracks 113 1n the substrate may be repaired
using a braze material or by performing laser consolidation.
The repair operation may encompass repairing a damaged
portion of the substrate, coating, or both the coating and the
substrate. It should be noted that for certain configurations
(not shown), the structural coating 150 comprises the bond
coating 152, such that the thermal barrier coating 1s disposed
on the structural coating 150. However, for the illustrated
arrangements, the structural coating 150 and the bond coating
152 are distinct coatings.

[0042] As indicated m FIG. 7, the repair method further
comprises applying a structural coating 150 at least 1n a
vicinity of the repaired portion 111 of the substrate 110. For
the example 1llustrated by FIG. 7, the structural coating 1s
locally applied 1n the vicinity of the repaired portion 111 of
the substrate 110. However, for other process configurations,

the structural coating 150 may be globally apphed to the
substrate 110. The repair method further comprises applying
a bond coating 152 (FIG. 4) over the structural coating 150
and applying a thermal barrier coating 154 (FIG. 3) over the
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bond coating 152. The coating layer(s) may be deposited
using a variety of techniques. For particular processes, the
structural coating layer(s) are deposited by performing an 1on
plasma deposition (cathodic arc). Example 10n plasma depo-
sition apparatus and method are provided in commonly
assigned, US Published Patent Application No.

10080138529, Weaver et al, “Method and apparatus for

cathodic arc 10n plasma deposition,” which 1s incorporated by
reference herein 1n 1ts entirety. Briefly, 1on plasma deposition
comprises placing a cathode formed of a coating material into
a vacuum environment within a vacuum chamber, providing
a substrate 110 within the vacuum environment, supplying a
current to the cathode to form a cathodic arc upon a cathode
surface resulting in arc-induced erosion of coating material
from the cathode surface, and depositing the coating material
from the cathode upon the substrate surface 112.

[0043] Non-limiting examples of a coating deposited using
ion plasma deposition include structural coatings, as well as
bond coatings and oxidation-resistant coatings, as discussed
in greater detail below with reference to U.S. Pat. No. 5,626,
462, Jackson et al., “Double-wall airfoi1l.” For certain hot gas
path components 100, the structural coating comprises a
nickel-based or cobalt-based alloy, and more particularly
comprises a superalloy or a (N1Co)CrAlY alloy.

[0044] For other process configurations, the structural coat-
ing 1s deposited by performing at least one of a thermal spray
process and a cold spray process. For example, the thermal
spray process may comprise combustion spraying or plasma
spraying, the combustion spraying may comprise high veloc-
ity oxygen fuel spraying (HVOF) or high velocity air tuel
spraying (HVAF), and the plasma spraying may comprise
atmospheric (such as air or mert gas) plasma spray, or low
pressure plasma spray (LPPS, which 1s also known as vacuum

plasma spray or VPS). In one non-limiting example, a
Ni1CrAlY coating 1s deposited by HVOF or HVAF. Other

example techmiques for depositing the structural coating
include, without limitation, sputtering, electron beam physi-
cal vapor deposition, electroless plating, and electroplating.

[0045] For certain configurations, 1t 1s desirable to employ
multiple deposition techniques for depositing structural and
optional additional coating layers. For example, a first struc-
tural coating layer may be deposited using an 10n plasma
deposition, and a subsequently deposited layer and optional
additional layers (not shown) may be deposited using other
techniques, such as a combustion spray process or a plasma
spray process. Depending on the maternials used, the use of
different deposition techniques for the coating layers may
provide benefits 1n properties, such as, but not restricted to
strain tolerance, strength, adhesion, and/or ductility.

[0046] For the configuration shown 1n FIG. 7, each groove
132 has a base 134 and a top 136. Each groove 132 narrows at
the respective top 136 therecotf, such that each groove 132
comprises a re-entrant shaped groove 132. For the illustrated
arrangements, the base 134 of each groove 1s wider than the
top 136. For particular configurations, the base 134 of each
re-entrant shaped groove 132 1s at least two times wider than
the top 136 of the respective groove 132. For more particular
configurations, the base 134 1s 1n a range of about 3-4 times
wider than the top 136 of the respective groove 132. Example
re-entrant shaped grooves 132 are shown in FIG. 7. The
formation of re-entrant shaped cooling channels 130 1is
described 1n commonly assigned U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 12/943,624, Ronald S. Bunker et al., “Components with
re-entrant shaped cooling channels and methods of manufac-
ture,” which 1s incorporated herein in its entirety.
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[0047] For particular processes, the structural coating 150
1s applied without the use of a sacrificial filler, such that the
structural coating 150 1s applied over open ones of the one or
more grooves 132. For particular processes, the structural
coating 150 completely bridges the respective grooves 132,
such that the structural coating 150 seals the respective cool-
ing channels 130. In FIG. 7, the applied structural coating
completely bridges the groove on the left hand side. However,
for other processes, the structural coating 150 defines one or
more porous gaps 144, such that the structural coating 150
does not completely bridge each of the respective grooves
132. Although, 1n FIG. 7, the structural coating completely
bridges the groove on the left hand side, porous gaps 144 are
shown for the two grooves on the right 1n FIG. 7.

[0048] The repair operation may encompass one or more
machining operations and be performed using a varniety of
techniques. For particular processes, the repair operation
includes locally machining a portion of at least one of the one
or more grooves 132. for example, the local machining opera-
tion may be performed using one or more of an abrasive liquid
jet, plunge electrochemical machimng (ECM), electric dis-
charge machining (EDM) with a spinning electrode (milling
EDM) and laser machining. For other processes, the repair
operation may include forming one or more additional
grooves 132 in the substrate 110 or removing one or more
grooves 132 from the substrate 110. Grooves may be
removed, for example, by braze fill or weld filling them
closed, or by laser consolidation to fill. Beneficially, by add-
ing grooves to a component within a distressed region, cool-
ing may be improved within that region of the component.
grooves are

[0049] For the example arrangement 1llustrated by FIG. 8,
cach groove 132 has at least one discharge end 170. For
particular processes, the repair method further includes form-
ing a crater 180 prior to the step of applying the structural
coating 150, such that the crater 180 1s 1n flmd connection
with the respective discharge end 170 for each groove 132.
More particularly, the structural coating 150 does not com-
pletely bridge each of the one or more craters 180, such that
cach crater 180 defines a film exit 174. Although the film exat
174 1s not shown in FI1G. 8, an example film exit 174 1s shown
in FI1G. 11 for another configuration. The formation of film
ex1its 1 micro-channel cooled components using craters 1s
discussed 1n commonly assigned U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/168,144, Ronald S. Bunker, “Components with cool-
ing channels and methods of manufacture,” which 1s 1ncor-
porated herein 1n 1ts entirety. For particular processes, each
crater 180 may be formed by directing an abrasive liquid jet at
the outer surface 112 of the substrate 110. An example crater
1s shown 1n FI1G. 8. For more particular processes, a portion of
the structural coating 150 1s deposited in the one or more
craters 180, and the repair method further includes removing
at least some of the structural coating 150 deposited 1n each
crater to form the film hole 174 for the respective channel 130.
Although this additional process step 1s not expressly shown,
it 1s stmilar to the step 1llustrated by FIGS. 10 and 11.

[0050] For the configuration shown 1n FIG. 9, each groove
132 has at least one discharge end 170, and the repair method
turther includes forming a run-out region 172 adjacent to the
respective discharge point 170 for each groove 132. The
run-out region 172 1s formed prior to the step of locally
applying the structural coating 150. For more particular pro-
cesses, the structural coating 150 does not bridge the run-out
region(s) 172, such that each run-out region 172 forms a film
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hole 174 for the respective groove 132. The formation of film
exits 1n micro-channel cooled components using run-out
regions 1s discussed in commonly assigned U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/026,595, Ronald S. Bunker, “Components
with cooling channels and methods of manufacture,” which 1s
incorporated herein 1n 1ts entirety. For example processes,
cach run-out region 172 may be formed using an abrasive
liquid jet (not shown). For particular applications, each run-
outregion 172 1s formed by lifting the abrasive liquid jet from
the outer surface 112 of the substrate 110, such that each
run-out region 172 1s tapered. For certain configurations, the
run-out region 172 1s wider than the respective groove 132.

[0051] For the particular process illustrated by FIGS. 10
and 11, a portion of the structural coating 150 1s deposited 1n
the run-out region(s) 172, as indicated 1in FIG. 10. As shown
in FIG. 11, the repair method further optionally includes
removing at least a portion of the structural coating 1350
deposited 1n each run-out region, such that each run-out
region 172 forms a film hole 174 for the respective groove

132.

[0052] Forthe configuration shown in FI1G. 12, each groove
132 has at least one discharge end 170, and the repair method
turther includes forming a run-out region 172 adjacent to the
respective discharge point 170 for each groove 132, where the
run-out region 1s formed prior to the step of applying the
structural coating 150. For the particular configuration shown
in FI1G. 12, the footprint 176 of each run-out region 172 1s
narrower at the discharge point 170 for the respective groove
132 and wider at an opposite end 178 of the run-out region

172, such that the run-out region 172 forms a diffuser film
hole 174.

[0053] In addition to forming run-out regions or craters,
repairing cracks, and adding or removing grooves, the repair
operation may optionally include one or more of: drilling one
or more film holes 174 through the thermal barrier coating
154, bond coating 152, and structural coating 150 to intersect
the respective groove(s) 132, repairing one or more connect-
ing grooves 232 (which are described below with reference to
FIGS. 15 and 16), repairing one or more run-out regions 172
or craters 180, and repairing one or more trenches 60 (which
are described below with reference to FIGS. 17 and 18).
Beneficially, by using run-out regions, craters and/or
trenches, the repair of conventional film holes (which typi-
cally requires either repairing the film holes or relocating the
f1lm holes for drilling) 1s stmplified. In addition, for parts with
an 1on plasma (IPD) structural coating, only the bondcoat and
TBC need be stripped off. The IPD coating need not be
removed unless a region has extensive damage. In addition,
for certain processes, this may apply to thermal spray coat-
ings as well.

[0054] Another method for repairing a component 100 1s
described with reference to FIGS. 2-7 and 13. As described
above with reference to FIG. 2, the component 100 has a
substrate 110 comprising an outer surface 112 and an inner
surface 116. The inner surface 116 defines at least one hollow,
interior space 114. As described above with reference to
FIGS. 2-5, one or more grooves 132 extend at least partially
along the component 100. As described above with reference
to FIGS. 3-5, the component further includes a structural
coating 150 disposed over at least a portion of the outer
surface 112 of the substrate 110, a bond coating 152 disposed
over the structural coating 150, and a thermal barrier coating
154 disposed over the bond coating 152. As indicated, for
example, in FI1G. 13, the structural coating 150 comprises an
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iner structural coating layer 54 disposed on the outer surface
112 of the substrate 110 and an outer structural coating layer
56 disposed on the inner structural coating layer 54. Each
groove 132 1s formed at least partially 1n the inner structural
coating layer 54. This arrangement 1s 1llustrated, for example,
in F1G. 13. For the arrangement shown 1n FI1G. 13, the grooves
132 are formed entirely in the inner structural coating layer
54. However, for other arrangements, not shown, the grooves
may extend through the 1inner structural coating layer 54 nto
the substrate 110. For the configuration shown in FIG. 3, the
grooves 132 are formed 1n the substrate. The groove(s) 132
and the structural coating 150 together define one or more
channels 130 for cooling the component 100.

[0055] Similar to the process steps described above with
reference to FIGS. 3-6, the repair method comprises remov-
ing the thermal barrier coating 154, removing the bond coat-
ing 152, and removing at least a portion of the outer structural
coating layer 56 1n a vicinity of a damaged portion 111 of the
iner structural coating layer 54. Depending on the extent of
the damage, the outer structural coating layer 56 may be
locally or entirely removed. Similar to the process step
described above with reference to FIG. 6, the repair method
turther comprises performing a repair operation on the dam-
aged portion 111 of the inner structural coating layer 54. For
example, any damage to the inner structural coating layer 54
may be repaired using a braze material or by performing laser
consolidation, or by locally applying the same coating. The
repair operation may include locally machining a portion of at
least one of the groove(s) 132, as discussed above. Other
example repair operations include forming one or more addi-
tional grooves 132 at least partially in the mner structural
coating layer 54 and/or removing one or more grooves 132
from the iner structural coating layer 54. Grooves may be
removed for example, by braze {ill or weld filling them closed,
or by laser consolidation to {ill, as well as by applying the
coating and not reforming the groove.

[0056] Similar to the process step described above with
reference to FIG. 7, the repair method further comprises
applying an outer structural coating layer 56 over any
exposed portions of the mner structural coating layer 54. If
only a portion of the outer structural coating 56 was removed,
then the remaining outer structural coating 56 may be covered
with a mask (not shown), such that the outer structural coating
56 1s only locally applied over the repaired portion of the inner
layer of the structural coating 54. Similar to the process
described above, the repair method further comprises apply-
ing a bond coating 152 over the outer structural coating 56,
and applying a thermal barrier coating 154 over the bond
coating 152.

[0057] For the particular arrangement shown i FIG. 13,
cach groove 132 has a base 134 and a top 136, each groove
132 narrows at the respective top 136 thereot, such that each
groove 132 comprises a re-entrant shaped groove 132. Forthe
illustrated arrangements, the base 134 of each groove 1s wider
than the top 136. Re-entrant grooves are described above. For
particular processes, the outer layer of the structural coating
56 1s applied without the use of a sacrificial filler, such that the
outer layer of the structural coating 56 1s applied over open
ones of the re-entrant shaped groove(s) 132. More particu-
larly, the applied outer layer of the structural coating 56
completely bridges the respective grooves 132, such that the
applied outer layer of the structural coating 56 seals the
respective cooling channels 130. For the arrangement shown
in FIG. 13, the outer layer of the structural coating 56 com-
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pletely bridges the grooves 132. For other processes, the outer
layer of the structural coating 56 1s applied without the use of
a sacrificial filler, and the applied outer layer of the structural
coating 56 defines one or more porous gaps 144, such that the
applied outer layer of the structural coating 56 does not com-
pletely bridge each of the respective grooves 132. Example
porous grooves 144 are shown in FIG. 7 for the case of
channels formed 1n the substrate. For the present configura-
tion, the gaps 144 shown 1n FIG. 7 would extend through the

outer layer 56 into the grooves 132 formed in the mner layer
54.

[0058] Another method for repairing a component 100 1s
described with reference to FIGS. 2-12 and 15-18. As
described above with reference to FI1G. 2, the component 100
includes a substrate 110 comprising an outer surface 112 and
an inner surface 116, where the inner surface 116 defines at
least one hollow, interior space 114. As indicated in FIG. 7,
the substrate 110 defines one or more grooves 132, and each
groove 132 extends at least partially along the outer surface of
the substrate 110. As indicated 1n FI1G. 7, each groove 132 has
a base 134 and a top 136, and each groove 132 narrows at the
respective top 136 thereof, such that each groove 132 com-
prises a re-entrant shaped groove 132. For the illustrated
arrangements, the base 134 of each groove 1s wider than the
top 136. Re-entrant shaped grooves are described above. As
described above with reference to FIGS. 3-5, the component
100 further includes a structural coating 150 disposed over at
least a portion of the outer surface 112 of the substrate 110, a
bond coating 152 disposed over the structural coating 150,
and a thermal barrier coating 154 disposed over the bond
coating 152. As shown 1in FIG. 7, the re-entrant shaped groove
(s) 132 and the structural coating 150 together define one or
more re-entrant shaped channels 130 for cooling the compo-
nent 100. Similar to the process steps described above with
reference to FIGS. 3-6, the repair method comprises remov-
ing the thermal barrier coating 154, removing the bond coat-
ing 152, and removing at least a portion of the structural
coating 150 1n a vicinity of a damaged portion 111 of the
component. Depending on the extent of the damage, the struc-
tural coating may be locally or entirely removed.

[0059] Similar to the process described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 6 and 7, the repair method further includes
performing a repair operation on the damaged portion 111 of
the component 110, for example, machining a portion of at
least one of the one or more re-entrant shaped grooves 132.
Other example repair operations include forming one or more
additional grooves 132 1n the substrate 110 and/or removing
one or more grooves 132 from the substrate 110. Beneficially,
by adding grooves to a component within a distressed region,
cooling may be improved within that region of the compo-
nent.

[0060] The repair method further includes applying a struc-
tural coating 150 at least 1n a vicinity of the repaired portion
111 of the component. For particular processes, the structural
coating 150 1s applied (locally or globally) without the use of
a sacrificial filler, such that the structural coating 150 1is
applied over open ones of the one or more re-entrant shaped
grooves 132. This 1s facilitated by the relatively narrow open-
ings of the re-entrant shaped grooves. Siumilar to the process
steps described above, the repair method further includes
applying a bond coating 152 over the structural coating 150,
and applying a thermal barrier coating 154 over the bond
coating 152.
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[0061] For particular embodiments, the entire structural
coating 150 1s removed. It should be noted that the entire bond
coating 152 and thermal barrier coating 154 are also removed.
For these embodiments, after the repair operation has been
performed, the structural coating 150 1s applied globally over
the substrate 110. Similarly, the bond coating 152 and thermal
barrier coating 154 are also applied globally over the struc-
tural coating and bond coating respectively.

[0062] For the configuration shown 1n FIG. 9, each groove
132 has at least one discharge end 170, and the repair method
turther includes forming a run-out region 172 adjacent to the
respective discharge point 170 for each re-entrant shaped
groove 132. The run-out region(s) 1s (are) formed prior to the
step of applying the structural coating 150. For particular
processes, the applied structural coating 150 does not bridge
the run-out region(s) 172, such that each run-out region 172
forms a {ilm hole 174 (FIG. 11) for the respective re-entrant
shaped groove 132. As noted above, the formation of {ilm
exits 1 micro-channel cooled components using run-out
regions 1s discussed in commonly assigned U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/026,595, Ronald S. Bunker, “Components
with cooling channels and methods of manufacture.” As was
also noted above, the run-out regions 172 may be formed
using an abrasive liquid jet (not shown). For particular appli-
cations, each run-out region 172 1s formed by lifting the
abrasive liquid jet from the outer surface 112 of the substrate
110, such that each run-out region 172 1s tapered. For certain
configurations, the run-out region 172 1s wider than the
respective groove 132. As discussed above, for the particular
configuration shown i FIG. 12, the footprint 176 of each
run-out region 172 is narrower at the discharge point 170 for
the respective groove 132 and wider at an opposite end 178 of

the run-out region 172, such that the run-out region 172 forms
a diffuser film hole 174.

[0063] For the particular process illustrated by FIGS. 10
and 11, a portion of the locally applied structural coating 150
1s deposited 1n the run-out region(s) 172, as indicated in FIG.
10. As shown 1n FIG. 11, the repair method turther optionally
includes removing at least a portion of the structural coating
150 deposited 1n each run-out region, such that each run-out
region 172 forms a film hole 174 for the respective groove

132.

[0064] For the configuration shown 1n FIG. 8, each groove
132 has at least one discharge end 170. Simuilar to the process
described above with reference to FIG. 8, the repair method
may further optionally imnclude forming a crater 180 prior to
the step of locally applying the structural coating 150, such
that the crater 180 1s 1n fluid connection with the respective
discharge end 170 for each groove 132. More particularly, the
locally applied structural coating 150 does not completely
bridge each of the one or more craters 180, such that each
crater 180 defines a film exit 174. Although the film exit 174
1s not shown 1 FIG. 8, an example film exit 174 1s shown 1n
FIG. 11 for another configuration. As noted above, the for-
mation of film exits 1n micro-channel cooled components
using craters 1s discussed in commonly assigned U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/168,144, Ronald S. Bunker, “Com-
ponents with cooling channels and methods of manufacture.”
For more particular processes, a portion of the locally applied
structural coating 150 1s deposited 1n the one or more craters
180, and the repair method further includes removing at least
some of the locally applied structural coating 150 deposited
in each crater to form the film hole 174 for the respective
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channel 130. Although this additional process step 1s not
expressly shown, 1t 1s stmilar to the step illustrated by FIGS.

10 and 11.

[0065] In addition to forming craters or run-out regions,
other features may be formed during the repair method of the
present mvention. For example, FIG. 15 schematically
depicts, 1n perspective view, three example re-entrant shaped
cooling grooves that extend partially along the surface of the
substrate and channel coolant to an exit region formed by a
connecting groove. For this arrangement, the repair method
turther includes repairing at least one connecting groove 232
in the component 100, such that each connecting groove 232
intersects at least a subset of the one or more re-entrant shaped
grooves 132, as indicated 1n FIG. 15, for example. However,
the connecting grooves 232 will be repaired only 11 damaged.
If the connecting groove 1s 1n the substrate, then at most, 1t
will need to be repaired. If a portion of the connecting groove
extends 1nto the coating 150, then this portion of the connect-
ing groove will require re-application. For particular pro-
cesses, the connecting groove 232 1s repaired prior to the step
of applying the structural coating 150, and the applied struc-
tural coating 150 does not completely bridge the connecting,
groove 232, such that the connecting groove 232 at least
partially defines an exit region 62 for the respective re-entrant
shaped cooling channel(s) 130. The formation of exit regions
in micro-channel cooled components using connecting
grooves 1s discussed 1in commonly assigned U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/168,117, Ronald S. Bunker, “Components
with cooling channels and methods of manufacture,” which 1s
incorporated herein 1n 1ts entirety. For particular processes,
the connecting groove(s) 232 may be formed or repaired
using an abrasive liquid jet (not shown). More particularly,
the abrasive liquid jet may be used to form or repair each
connecting groove 232 to approximately the same depth as
that of the respective channel 130. As noted above, a connect-
ing groove 232 is illustrated in FIG. 15, and FIG. 16 1s a
cross-sectional view of one of the example cooling channels
of FIG. 15 and shows the channel conveying coolant from an
access hole to an exit region formed by a connecting groove.

[0066] For particular arrangements, each connecting
groove 232 1s open-shaped, and a portion of the applied
structural coating 150 1s disposed 1n the exit region 62 of
respective connecting grooves 232, as indicated in FIG. 16,
for example. For this arrangement, the repair method may
turther optionally include removing at least a portion of the
applied structural coating 150 disposed 1n each exitregion 62.
For certain applications, a portion of the applied structural
coating 150 remains 1n the one or more exit regions 62 after
the removal step. For other applications, all of the applied
structural coating 150 within each exit region 62 1s removed
during the removal step. For certain configurations, the
groove(s) 132 and the connecting groove(s) 232 are formed 1n
the outer surface 112 of the substrate 110. For other configu-
rations, the groove(s) 132 and the connecting groove(s) 232
are formed at least partially 1n an inner structural coating 54.
For certain configurations, each connecting groove 232 1is
re-entrant shaped, and a permeable slot (not shown) extends
through the applied structural coating 150 1n the exit region
62 for the connecting groove 232. For these configurations,
the repair method may further include forming at least one
exit hole through the permeable slot.

[0067] The repair method may also optionally include the
formation of one or more trenches. For example, FIG. 17
schematically depicts, 1n perspective view, three example
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cooling channels that extend partially along the surface of the
substrate and channel coolant to respective exit regions
formed 1n a trench 1n the coating. FIG. 18 1s a cross-sectional
view ol one of the example cooling channels of FIG. 17 and
shows the channel conveying coolant from an access hole to
an exit region formed 1n a trench in the coating. For this
arrangement, the repair method further includes forming at
least one or more trenches 60 1n the component to at least
partially define at least one exit region 62 for the one or more
cooling channels 130. The formation of exit regions 1n micro-
channel cooled components using trenches 1s discussed 1n
commonly assigned U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/9635,
083, Ronald S. Bunker, “Components with cooling channels
and methods of manufacture,” which is incorporated herein 1n
its entirety. For particular processes, the trenches 60 may be
formed using one or more of an abrasive liquid jet, plunge
clectrochemical machining (ECM), celectric discharge
machining (EDM) with a spinning electrode (milling EDM),
laser machining, and computer numerically controlled
(CNC) milling.

[0068] Inaddition to the repair operations described above,
cach of the embodiments described above may include one or
more repair operations to repair existing grooves, connecting
grooves, craters, trenches, and/or run-out regions, as well as
drilling one or more film holes 174 through the thermal bather
coating 154, bond coating 152, and structural coating 150 to
intersect the respective groove(s) 132. For particular pro-
cesses, these repairs may be accomplished using an abrasive
liquid jet. Other machining techniques include, without l1mi-
tation, plunge electrochemical machining (ECM), electric
discharge machining (EDM) with a spinning electrode (mifl-
ing EDM), laser machining, and computer numerically con-
trolled (CNC) milling. In addition and as noted above, the
repairs often utilize material addition techniques, such as but
not limited to, brazing, welding, and laser consolidation

[0069] Another method for repairing a component 100 1s
provided. The repair method 1s similar to those described
above but can be applied to conventional components
(namely, those not including micro-channels prior to repair)
to add micro-channel cooling to any distressed regions on the
part. Similar to the processes described above, the repair
method mcludes removing the thermal bather and bond coat-
ings 154, 152 and removing at least a portion of the structural
coating 150 1n a vicimty of a damaged portion 111 (the
distressed region) of the component. The repair method fur-
ther includes forming one or more grooves 132 in the sub-
strate 110, where each groove 132 extends at least partially
along the outer surface of the substrate 110. The grooves may
be formed using a variety ol machining techniques, non-
limiting examples of which include, abrasive liquid jet,
plunge electrochemical machining (ECM), electric discharge
machining (EDM) with a spinning electrode (miffing EDM),
laser machining, and computer numerically controlled
(CNC) milling.

[0070] The repair method further includes applying a struc-
tural coating 150 at least 1n a vicinity of the repaired portion
111 of the component, where the groove(s) 132 and the
applied structural coating 150 together define one or more
channels 130 for cooling the component 100. The repair
method further includes applying a bond coating 152 over the
structural coating 150 and applying a thermal barrier coating
154 over the bond coating 152. It should be noted that for
certain configurations (not shown), the structural coating 150
comprises the bond coating 152, such that the thermal barrier
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coating 1s disposed on the structural coating 150. However,
for the illustrated arrangements, the structural coating 150
and the bond coating 152 are distinct coatings. Beneficially,
by adding grooves to a conventional component (namely, a
component that does not 1itially have micro-channel cool-
ing) within a distressed region, cooling may be improved
within that region of the component.

[0071] In addition to forming grooves, the repair method
may optionally further include performing a repair operation
on the damaged portion 111 of the component 110 after
removing at least the portion of the structural coating 150 and
prior to applying the structural coating. The optional repair
operation may include one or more of the example repair
operations described above. In addition, for particular pro-
cesses, the grooves added may comprise re-entrant shaped
grooves.

[0072] Beneficially, the above-described repair processes
may be less costly and lead to lower scrap rates than conven-
tional repair processes for conventional (without micro-chan-
nels) components. For example, where the damage 1s local-
1zed, 1t may not be necessary to remove the entire structural
coating to repair the component. In addition, for re-entrant
shaped grooves, many of the above described processes reap-
ply the structural coating without the use of a sacrificial filler.

[0073] Although only certain features of the invention have
been illustrated and described herein, many modifications
and changes will occur to those skilled 1n the art. It 1s, there-
fore, to be understood that the appended claims are intended
to cover all such modifications and changes as fall within the
true spirit of the invention.

1. A method for repairing a component having a substrate
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, wherein the
mner surface defines at least one hollow, interior space,
wherein the substrate defines one or more grooves, wherein
cach groove extends at least partially along the outer surface
of the substrate, the component further comprising a struc-
tural coating disposed over at least a portion of the outer
surface of the substrate, a bond coating disposed over the
structural coating, and a thermal barrier coating disposed over
the bond coating, wherein the one or more grooves and the
structural coating together define one or more channels for
cooling the component, the repair method comprising:

removing the thermal barrier coating;
removing the bond coating;

removing at least a portion of the structural coating 1n a
vicinity of a damaged portion of the component;

performing a repair operation on the damaged portion of
the component;

applying a structural coating at least in a vicinity of the
repaired portion of the component, wherein the struc-
tural coating 1s applied without the use of a sacrificial
filler, such that the structural coating 1s applied over
open ones of the one or more grooves;

applying a bond coating over the structural coating; and
applying a thermal barrier coating over the bond coating.

2. The repair method of claim 1, wherein each groove has
a base and a top, and wherein each of the respective one or
more grooves narrows at the respective top thereolt, such that
cach groove comprises a re-entrant shaped groove.

3. The repair method of claim 2, wherein the applied struc-
tural coating completely bridges the respective grooves, such
that the applied structural coating seals the respective cooling,
channels.
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4. The repair method of claim 2, wherein the applied struc-
tural coating defines one or more porous gaps such that the
applied structural coating does not completely bridge each of
the respective grooves.

5. The repair method of claim 1, wherein performing the
repair operation comprises performing one or more of:

locally machiming a portion of at least one of the one or

more grooves;

forming one or more additional grooves in the substrate;

and

removing one or more grooves from the substrate.

6. The repair method of claim 1, wherein each groove has
at least one discharge end, the repair method further compris-
ing forming a crater prior to the step of applying the structural
coating, such that the crater 1s in fluid connection with the
respective discharge end for each groove, wherein the applied
structural coating does not completely bridge each of the one
or more craters, such that each crater defines a film exit.
7. The repair method of claim 6, wherein a portion of the
applied structural coating 1s deposited in the one or more
craters, the repair method further comprising removing at
least some of the applied structural coating deposited i each
crater to form the film hole for the respective channel.
8. The repair method of claim 1, wherein each groove has
at least one discharge end, the repair method further compris-
ng:
forming a run-out region adjacent to the respective dis-
charge point for each groove, wherein the run-out region
1s formed prior to the step of applying the structural
coating, and wherein the structural coating does not
bridge the one or more run-out regions, such that each
run-out region forms a film hole for the respective
groove.
9. The repair method of claim 8, wherein a portion of the
applied structural coating 1s deposited in the one or more
run-out regions, the repair method further comprising remov-
ing at least a portion of the structural coating deposited 1n
cach run-out region, such that each run-out region forms a
film hole for the respective groove.
10. The repair method of claim 1, wherein performing the
repair operation comprises performing one or more of:
repairing one or more connecting grooves that intersect at
least a subset of the one or more re-entrant shaped
grooves, wherein the applied structural coating does not
completely bridge the connecting groove(s), such that
cach connecting groove at least partially defines an exit
region for the respective one or more cooling channels;

repairing one or more run-out regions adjacent to a respec-
tive discharge point for each groove, wherein the struc-
tural coating does not bridge the one or more run-out
regions, such that each run-out region forms a film hole
for the respective groove;
repairing one or more craters, wherein each crater 1s in fluid
connection with a respective discharge end for each
groove, and wherein the applied structural coating does
not completely bridge each of the one or more craters,
such that each crater defines a film exit for the respective
groove;
repairing one or more trenches in the component, wherein
cach trench at least partially defines at least one exit
region (for the one or more cooling channels; and

drilling one or more film holes through the thermal barrier
coating, bond coating, and structural coating to intersect
the respective groove(s).
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11. The repair method of claim 1, wherein each groove has
at least one discharge end, the repair method further compris-
ng:

forming a run-out region adjacent to the respective dis-

charge point for each groove, wherein the run-out region
1s formed prior to the step of applying the structural
coating, and wherein a footprint of each run-out region 1s
narrower at the discharge point for the respective groove
and wider at an opposite end of the run-out region, such
that the run-out region forms a diffuser film hole.

12. The repair method of claim 1, wherein the structural
coating comprises the bond coating, such that the thermal
barrier coating 1s disposed on the structural coating.

13. The repair method of claim 1, wherein the structural
coating and the bond coating are distinct coatings.

14. A method for repairing a component having a substrate
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, wherein the
iner surface defines at least one hollow, interior space,
wherein one or more grooves extend at least partially along,
the component,

the component further comprising a structural coating dis-

posed over at least a portion of the outer surface of the
substrate, a bond coating disposed over the structural
coating, and a thermal barrier coating disposed over the
bond coating,

wherein the structural coating comprises an mnner struc-

tural coating layer disposed on the outer surface of the
substrate and an outer structural coating layer disposed
on the inner structural coating layer, wheremn each
groove 1s Tormed at least partially 1n the mner structural
coating layer,

wherein the one or more grooves and the structural coating

together define one or more channels for cooling the

component, the repair method comprising:

removing the thermal barrier coating;

removing the bond coating;

removing at least a portion of the outer structural coating
layer 1n a vicinity of a damaged portion of the inner
structural coating layer;

performing a repair operation on the damaged portion of
the inner structural coating layer;

applying an outer structural coating layer over any
exposed portions of the inner structural coating layer;

applying a bond coating over the outer structural coat-
ing; and

applying a thermal barrier coating over the bond coating.

15. The repair method of claim 14, wherein each groove
has a base and a top, wherein the base of each groove 1s wider
than the top, such that each groove comprises a re-entrant
shaped groove, wherein the outer layer of the structural coat-
ing 1s applied without the use of a sacrificial filler, such that
the outer layer of the structural coating 1s applied over open
ones of the one or more re-entrant shaped grooves, and
wherein the applied outer layer of the structural coating com-
pletely bridges the respective grooves, such that the applied
outer layer of the structural coating seals the respective cool-
ing channels.

16. The repair method of claim 14, wherein each groove
has a base and a top, wherein each of the respective one or
more grooves narrows at the respective top thereot, such that
cach groove comprises a re-entrant shaped groove, wherein
the outer layer of the structural coating 1s applied without the
use ol a sacrificial filler, such that the outer layer of the
structural coating 1s applied over open ones of the one or more
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re-entrant shaped grooves, and wherein the applied outer
layer of the structural coating defines one or more porous gaps
such that the applied outer layer of the structural coating does
not completely bridge each of the respective grooves.

17. The repair method of claim 14, wherein the repair
operation comprises performing one or more of:

machining a portion of at least one of the one or more

grooves;

forming one or more additional grooves at least partially 1n

the inner structural coating layer; and

removing one or more grooves from the inner structural

coating layer.

18. A method for repairing a component having a substrate
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, wherein the
iner surface defines at least one hollow, interior space,
wherein the substrate defines one or more grooves, wherein
cach groove extends at least partially along the outer surface
of the substrate, wherein each groove has a base and a top,
wherein each of the respective one or more grooves narrows
at the respective top thereot, such that each groove comprises
a re-entrant shaped groove, the component further compris-
ing a structural coating disposed over at least a portion of the
outer surface of the substrate, a bond coating disposed over
the structural coating, and a thermal barrier coating disposed
over the bond coating, wherein the one or more re-entrant
shaped grooves and the structural coating together define one
or more re-entrant shaped channels for cooling the compo-
nent, the repair method comprising:

removing the thermal barrier coating;

removing the bond coating;

removing at least a portion of the structural coating 1n a

vicinity of a damaged portion of the component;

performing a repair operation on the damaged portion of
the component;

applying a structural coating at least in a vicinity of the
repaired portion of the component;

applying a bond coating over the structural coating; and
applying a thermal bather coating over the bond coating.

19. The repair method of claim 18, wherein the entire
structural coating 1s removed, and wherein the structural coat-
ing 1s applied globally over the substrate after the repair
operation has been performed.

20. The repair method of claim 18, wherein the structural
coating 1s applied without the use of a sacrificial filler, such
that the structural coating 1s applied over open ones of the one
or more re-entrant shaped grooves.

21. The repair method of claim 18, wherein the repair
operation comprises performing one or more of:

machining a portion of at least one of the one or more
re-entrant shaped grooves;

forming one or more additional grooves in the substrate;
and

removing one or more grooves from the substrate.

22. The repair method of claim 18, wherein each groove
has at least one discharge end, the repair method further
comprising:

forming a run-out region adjacent to the respective dis-

charge point for each re-entrant shaped groove, wherein
the run-out region 1s formed prior to the step of applying
the structural coating, and wherein the applied structural
coating does not bridge the one or more run-out regions,
such that each run-out region forms a film hole for the
respective re-entrant shaped groove.
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23. The repair method of claim 18, wherein each groove
has at least one discharge end, the repair method further
comprising;

forming a run-out region adjacent to the respective dis-

charge point for each re-entrant shaped groove, wherein
the run-out region 1s formed prior to the step of applying
the structural coating, wherein a portion of the applied
structural coating 1s deposited in the one or more run-out
regions; and

removing at least a portion of the applied structural coating

deposited 1n each run-out region, such that each run-out
region forms a film hole for the respective re-entrant
shaped groove.

24. 'The repair method of claim 18, wherein each re-entrant
shaped groove has at least one discharge end, the repair
method further comprising:

forming a run-out region adjacent to the respective dis-

charge point for each re-entrant shaped groove, wherein
the run-out region 1s formed prior to the step of applying
the structural coating, and wherein a footprint of each
run-out region 1s narrower at the discharge point for the
respective re-entrant shaped groove and wider at an
opposite end of the run-out region, such that the run-out
region forms a diffuser film hole.

25. The repair method of claim 18, wherein each groove
has at least one discharge end, the repair method further
comprising forming a crater prior to the step of applying the
structural coating, such that the crater 1s 1n fluid connection
with the respective discharge end for each groove, wherein
the applied structural coating does not completely bridge
each of the one or more craters, such that each crater defines
a film exat.

26. The repair method of claim 25, wherein a portion of the
applied structural coating 1s deposited in the one or more
craters, the repair method further comprising removing at
least some of the applied structural coating deposited i each
crater to form the film hole for the respective channel.

27. The repair method of claim 18 further comprising
repairing at least one connecting groove in the component,
such that each connecting groove intersects at least a subset of
the one or more re-entrant shaped grooves, wherein the con-
necting groove 1s repaired prior to the step of applying the
structural coating, and wherein the applied structural coating
does not completely bridge the connecting groove, such that
the connecting groove at least partially defines an exit region
for the respective one or more re-entrant shaped cooling chan-
nels.

28. The repair method of claim 27, wherein each of the one
Or more connecting grooves 1s open-shaped, and wherein a
portion of the applied structural coating 1s disposed 1n the exit
region of respective connecting grooves, the repair method
turther comprising removing at least a portion of the applied
structural coating disposed 1n each exit region.

29. The repairr method of claim 18 further comprising
forming at least one or more trenches 1n the component to at
least partially define at least one exit region for the one or
more cooling channels.

30. The repair method of claim 18, wherein performing the
repair operation comprises performing one or more of:

repaliring one or more connecting grooves that intersect at

least a subset of the one or more re-entrant shaped
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grooves, wherein the applied structural coating does not
completely bridge the connecting groove(s), such that
cach connecting groove at least partially defines an exat
region for the respective one or more re-entrant shaped
cooling channels;

repairing one or more run-out regions adjacent to a respec-

tive discharge point for each groove, wherein the struc-
tural coating does not bridge the one or more run-out
regions, such that each run-out region forms a film hole
for the respective re-entrant shaped groove;

repairing one or more craters, wherein each crater 1s in fluid

connection with a respective discharge end for each
groove, and wherein the locally applied structural coat-
ing does not completely bridge each of the one or more
craters, such that each crater defines a film exit for the
respective re-entrant shaped groove;

repairing one or more trenches in the component, wherein

cach trench at least partially defines at least one exit
region for the one or more re-entrant shaped cooling
channels; and

drilling one or more film holes through the thermal barrier

coating, bond coating, and structural coating to intersect
the respective groove(s).
31. The repair method of claim 18, wherein the structural
coating comprises the bond coating, such that the thermal
barrier coating 1s disposed on the structural coating.
32. The repair method of claim 18, wherein the structural
coating and the bond coating are distinct coatings.
33. A method for repairing a component having a substrate
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, wherein the
inner surface defines at least one hollow, interior space, the
component further comprising a structural coating disposed
over at least a portion of the outer surface of the substrate, a
bond coating disposed over the structural coating, and a ther-
mal barrier coating disposed over the bond coating, the repair
method comprising:
removing the thermal barrier coating;
removing the bond coating;
removing at least a portion of the structural coating in a
vicinity of a damaged portion of the component;

forming one or more grooves 1n the substrate, wherein each
groove extends at least partially along the outer surface
of the substrate;

applying a structural coating at least in a vicinity of the

repaired portion of the component, wherein the one or

more grooves and the applied structural coating together

define one or more channels for cooling the component;
applying a bond coating over the structural coating; and
applying a thermal barrier coating over the bond coating.

34. The method for repairing a component of claim 33,
turther comprising performing a repair operation on the dam-
aged portion of the component after removing at least the
portion of the structural coating and prior to applying the
structural coating.

35. The method for repairing a component of claim 34,
wherein each groove has a base and a top, and wherein each
of the respective one or more grooves narrows at the respec-
tive top thereot, such that each groove comprises a re-entrant
shaped groove.
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