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7 Clsims

“times contemmg mercury vapor. . Such lamps re-
--guire high voltage, at leeﬂt for'starting, and it is
customary- to emplcy a, step-up transformer-so -
 that the lamp can be used: on an ordinary house °

_llghtmﬂ' system which usue,lly has. a Volte.ge of
‘from 100 to0.220 volts,. although-the invention is
not 11m_1ted to a.ny pertlcular Voltage or type of B

-One- obJect 1s to promde a, constructmn ha,vmg

‘g transformer and a- housing for -enclosing . the

20

transformer snd supportmg the termmsls for -
o Another object is to provrde a eonstructlcn of._;
th1s character, with tube-receiving sockets. or .
termma,ls Wthh are completely housed end pro—

- tected from accldental contact.

o5
. trically and mechanically protecting and. sup- -

o | portlng the ends of a gas tube lamp.

30
L reodﬂy removed. : :
- Another obJect is. to prowde a portable lsmp o
o .of the character descnbed having embodied as a
unit a trensformer a, switch for controlling the
current in the pr1ma,ry clrcult end the sockets

- 35

~ Another object is to provide a constructlon mto o
which the terminals of the lamp tube may be -

readily inserted and from Whlch they may be

- fcr recewmg a gas tube.

- Another object is to provrde a. constructlon'
of the foregoing character with means for sup-.,
-porting articles to be displayed. e )
 In carrying out the invention I promde a main
- portion or base in the -form of a casing which =

- encloses the transformer and has an input cable _'.;'111 the base and preferably in the low tension side
and controlling switch.  On this base are mounted
two terminal sockets connected to the output of

the transformer but insulated from. the housing

 “and from each other These sockets are enclosed
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~ in individual housings whmh also serve to sup-

 port the ends of the gas tube. A supporting shelf
~ or standard may also be employed to support ar--
ticles to be d1splsyed a,nd 1llummated by the hght;. |

. -from the tube.

Fig. 1 is a side view of one form of lsmp con- |

structlon embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the base of the lamp, the -
tube bemg shown in cross sectlon c o

My mventlon relates partlculerly to What are.
-__sometlmes celled 1ncsndescent £as llghtmg de-"
~Vices. o - - -
The mam ob,]ect 1s to prowde a smlple e,nd_'_-
'relrable type of portable lamp adapted to utilize -
a. gas -tube lamp. - These lamps are formed prin-
~cipally of glass: mth an elcnge,ted ohember con--

taining a. sulteble ga.5" such as neon,; and some- - o
“be made of sheet metal or of msuletmg metenal' L

it des1red e -
~The tra,nsformer may be of omr sultable con—?t
| structlon having a core {8 adapted to be supported -
by brackets 11 angd. :soft - rubber. pedu 12 secured.
by, bolts: 3. The primary 14 of the transformer
is- promded with an input cord 5. The secondary |
.16 of the: transformer has output leads IT-con- .. -
- nected to terminal bolts 18 which also serve to =
- hold.- the socket-like cllps I9 |
termma,l cl1ps are msulated from the top of the - U

- screw ring 27.

‘ard- 32.
‘upper end of the tubular housing 25. - = - |
~ While I have shown the construction in its pre-
- ferred and simple form, it should be understood -

. e ;?---Appllcaltmn Aprll 22 1933 Serlal No 66‘7 463 |
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Flg 3 1s a 51de wew and partla,l sectmn

Fig: 4 Is a: fragmentary plan - view and. sectlon

Fig. 5-is-a; vertical sectional view showmg one -
of the tube terminals and its housing: = =
- The main housmg forming the base consmts of:‘__".rf'-
| ,_a plate T-and a casing 8, which parts have flanges

which overlap and “are detachably secured to-
gether, for instance; by screws 8. This base may

.....

- -"___,_.casmg 8 by an msu_lotmg d1sc 20 e,nd msulstmg
--':'__'bushmgs 21, e

ooy T
) 0 )
R 1 [
v
.

o =

BT

These bolts and -

The lrghted tube 22 may be of any su1tsble formu_.f.ﬁ o

of construction and contam any suitable type of
IR ~ interior electrodes and gas. The tube is provided
Another object is to provide a means for elec-_ _-'_w:tth external terminals 23 adapted to be inserted
. into the socket chps I9 end held therem in any.
'-"‘sultsble manner. ©- . | S
- 'The terminal sockets a,nd the ends of th.e tube B
'___sre enclosed in protecting housings each made up -

- in the form shown of a screw base 24 and a cy-
lindrical tubular portion 25 which is adapted to be
screwed into the socket 24. An insulating collar

26 is also prefera,bly prowded in the mouth of
T'the tube 25 where it may be held in plece by a- .~

| ThlS collar 26 may be of . soft R
- rubber for a,ffordmg a. res111ent lsteral support e
for the tube.” = = - - R
Esch of. the: housmgs is also preferably lmed e

'-_--',a.t least psrtlally, Wlth 8 layer or tube 23 of
"msulstlng ‘material. .

40

A snap switch 3& is. s,lso prefersbly prcmded_ a

When such a deVIce is uSed for advertlsmg or

~ .of the circuit so that it erl not hsve to hsndle the-;_' B
'h1gh voltage of the tube, L P
'_'-_d1spla,y purposes it is desirable to provide some

~ Torm of support such as a shelf 31 and/or stand-
“This shelf 3! may. be supported on the :

that the claims are mtended to cover mod1 ica~-" S

~ tions and alterations.
Such a lamp may be made in many dlfferent -
forms a,nd demgns and the tube may be of va,rr-'- :
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2
‘ous sizes and shapes.
therefore avoids any of the installation difficulties

-commonly present with the usual so-called neon
In fact, the pOSSlbllltleS of - use of this

 in the same base.
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The Ia,mp is portable and

signs.
lamp are almost unlimited. -
With this construction any demgn of tube may

be used and various designs are interchangeable
The tubular housings for the

terminals not only prevent accidental engage-

ment with the high tension output of the trans-
former but also serve to support and remforcef
the tube at points above the base. o
- These lamps can be provided W1th tubes ef-_
various colors either by varying the color of glass

or the type of gas used. Such tubes consume but
very little power, in fact, are most economical

and are particularly adapted to use for advertls-
ing purposes. . LA
T claim:

former housed in the base, said base having yield-
. ing supporting pads and brackets connecting the

- pads and the transformer, and tube-receiving

25
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- sockets connected to the eutput of the trans—

former.

) 2. A pertable ge,s tube lamp comprlsmg a hous-- :
~ ing, a transformer resiliently mounted therein

and having input and output leads, tube-receiv-
ing terminals carried by the housing, proteetmg
~means for said terminals, and means for support-
- - ing the Walls ef an 1nserted tube above the'
- tE’:I’IHIHELlS ) | - | o .
3. A portable gas tube lamp compmsmg a
housmg, a transformer mounted in the housmg,- |
» yielding suppertmg pads for squortmg the

transiormer, and tube-recelvlng termma,ls cen—
nected to the transformer o . SR

-4, In a gas tube lamp, a- bese cempnsmg a

hollow housing including’ top; bhottom and side
walls, a transformer mounted in the. base and
having input and output leads, spaced tube re-.. -
cewmg termma,ls meunted on the tep we,ll ef the T

2 012 170

- base and prmeetmg upwardly therefrem screw

threaded cups on the top wall of the base and

about the lower portions of the terminals, open
ended tubular members
- terminals and having their lower ends threaded
to said cups, and said members extending above
said terminals and comprising tube supports.
5. In a gas tube lamp, a base comprising a hol-
- low housing including top, bottom and side walls,

disposed about said

a tre,nsfermer meunted in ‘the base and having

input and output leads, spaced tube receiving
~ terminals mounted on the t0p wall of the base
SCrew -
- threaded cups on the upper wall of the base and

and projecting upwardly therefrom,

about the lower portions. of the terminals, open

10 -

1o

ended tubular members dlsposed about said
_j .-_termmele a,nd ‘having their lower ends threaded -
- to-said cups; and said members extending above.

| | | .-said terminals and comprising tube. supports,
1. A portable lamp cemprlsmg a b&SE 3 tra,ns-" ~and a ring of yielding material in the outer end
of ‘each of said’ members fer ergagement W1t"1
-the walls of- a tube. SRR S |
- 6. In a gas tube lamp, a base compmsmg a hol-—'
low nousing mcludmg top, bottom' and side walls,

‘spaced tube recewmg termme,ls mounted on the

20

25

top wall of -the base and projecting upwardly

“therefrom, cups on the top wall of the base and
aoout: the Jower. pertmns of the termmels open
about said
~ terminals and having their lower ends detachably
connected with said-cups, and sdid members ex-
tending e,beve sald termmals emd comprismg tube_,
SUppOorts.: | | .
- 7. Ina ga,s tube Iamp, - base mcludmg a top

" wall, spaced tube receiving terminals mounted
on said wall and preojecting upwardly therefrom,
- open: ended tubular members about said termi-
" nals and carried by the top wall of the casing, and
said members spaced apart and each of a length
_ extendmg a,beve eald termme.ls |

ended bllblll&l‘ members

‘disposed
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