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| 9 Clmms

The ebJect of my present mventmn breadly

is simple in construction, attractive and plees—

ing in appearance, easily operated to place it in -
-its ‘final position, which can be manufactured,
-sold, and installed at a comparative low price,
and whlch Wlll be hlghly a,ppree:tated by mer-
'tlelans .
-~ "More speclﬁcelly stated my. ebJect is the Pro-= =
vision of a ‘burial vault which. is adapted to be
and

effectually,
permanently, whereby it will be absolutely im-

- pervious to both fluids and gases, or other chem- |
ical ingredients, and in WhICh the parts, consti-
tuting - my 1nvent10:|:1 Wlll not be V1s1b1e to . the
_casua,l observer. = .
. Other objects and pertlcule,r e,dventages of
my’ mventlen will suggest ‘themselves' through-

out the following speelﬁee,tmn and that which
ar rengement shown, comprises a vault, consist-

1s new will be correlated in the a,ppended clalms
- The means whereby the pmnemles of my m-

Ventlen may be carried out in a praetlcal effi~
| _(318111} and hlghly delectable manner, is shown in

the accompanying one-sheet of- drewmg, form-

- porating the new and novel features of my in-
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'the line 4-—-—4 of Fig. 1.

vention. Figure 2 is a detail section, as taken.
on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, showmg the pa,rts as‘

seeured in operatwe p051t10ns

- Pigure 3 is a detail section, showing the same -
- as Fig. 2, but with the parts sepereted oT. de-— |

-taehed with relation to each other.
- Pigure 4 is a detall sectional view, ‘as taken in
Figure 5 is a perspectwe ,,
view of a burial Veult similar to that shown in.
g, 1, but with an alternative feature incorpo-

- rated therem Figure 6 is a’ detail section, as
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out the. severa,l views.

taken on the line 6—6 of Fig., 5. Figure 7 is-a

detail section, taken from the same line as Fig.

6, but showing the parts separated. Figure 3
- is'a defail section, as taken on the line 8—8 of
- Fig. 5: and Figure 9 is a dete,ll sectlen as uaken-
from the line 89—9 of Fig. 8..

‘Similar indices demgnate like parts threugh-

" .-thereen

. Fig. 2.

- In order that the con-
- struction, the arrangement, and the several de-
- tails of my invention may be more fully under— |
stood. and appreciated, I will now take up a de-
tailed descrlptlen thereof, in which I will set' |
.i'ferth the same as cemprehenswely as' I may.
- It is to be understeed that when empleyed in
-connection with 4 burial vault, my- “invention
per se may be placed around the upper part of
-'the v&ult whereln the body, that is the su:les and

(CL 2"1’-——17)

.the ends ere formed mtegre,l with the bettom eI o
the vault, will appear as in. Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4.
This arrangement permlts the body of the vault
‘to be placed in its final position, placing the
casket therein, and finally: plaemg the top in
final position, as in Fig. 1. Or, as an alterne,twe
arrangement my. invention may e - empleyedf
around the lower part of the vault, as shown in
Pigs. 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
”perm1ts the bottonm alone, of the vault,  to- e

‘This latter arrangement

placed in its final p051t1011 first; ple,emg a casket
and finally placing the body of the

l-l

vault, with the top mtegre,l there with; in

VI

nal '
position, as in Fig. 5. However the means for
obtaining said alternative features require no . j
material changes in the elements of my inven-

tion, but s:lmply the reverse,l end fer end ef smd_ |

'-pe..rts .

The besm for my mventmn end fer elther

50

ing of the bottom A; the two sides B; the two: ende_ o

C; and the top D, as shown in Figs. 1 and 5.

~ As to the invention proper: I will first describe -
- the e,rrangement of ‘the parts pertaining espe-

ing o, part of this spemficatmn in which—TFigure cially to Fig. 1.

-1 is a perspective view of a burial veult incor-

- Bxtending directly downward

from around the lewer edges of the top D, is the.

ﬂange or tongue . l.  The upper portlons of ‘the

sides B and the ends C form a tongue 2, as indi-
cated in Pigs. 2 and 3, which tongue is'in slid-

- Ing contact with the tongue | which extends 30 _' _: - -

around the vault Seeured to the undere1de of

the top D is g bmcket 3, which has two down-
wardly exteﬂdmg tengues 4 and 9, which are

spaced a.pe,rt and likewise are spaced from the

~ tongue I, thereby forming two downwardly open-
| .mg slots 6 and 1, as is clearly shown in Fig. 3.

Secured around to the inner face of the sides |
B. and the ends C, is a bracket &, whose upper

part forms an offset tongue 3, Wthh is parallel -
 with and spaced from the tongue 2, forming a

slot £0 therebetween The .tongue 2 is ‘adapted

 to enter the slot §, and the tongue '8 is. adepted o
" to enter the slot 7, both of which are.shown in
~ Formed - hemzentelly around in the
tongue 5 is a rounded concavo-convex ridge ‘5a,
‘with its concave face directed into the ‘slot 1.
Tikewise a eempamon ridge 9¢a is formed around
in the’ tongue 9. whose concavo face is directed
outwardly. When the tongue 8 is fully inserted
in the slot 1, the ridge 8¢ will nest in the con-
 cavo channel of the ridee 5a, thereby forming an

mterleck That is, as the tongue 9 is being’in-
sprted in the slot 1, it is evident that the: ridge

9¢ will cause the- tengue 5-to spring mwerdly._
until- the r1dge 9{1 is. entered in the eenceve de-
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~ and they extend downwardly even with the lower |
face of the bottom A. The lower portions of the

85

2

pressien of the rldge 5a, then the tongue 5 will,

by its own resiliency, spring back to its normal
position, thereby interlocking the members to- -

gether in the relative positions shown in Fig. 2.

2 3 and 4 extend continuously, that is entlrely,
areund all four sides of the vault; while the

member 5 is in four parts, or lengths, extending.

entirely around the vault, except at. each corner
of the vault where a short space is prowded as
indicated by the letter X in Pig. 9.

Numeral 38 designates a curta,in or the llke

which is suspended from the shoulder of the-

bracket 8, as shown in Figs, 2, 3 and 4, and it ex-

tends downwardly to near the bottom A, and en-.
tirely around the inside of the vault, and its func-.
tion is merely to give an artistic effect and to
cover the inner wall of the vault.

‘Turning now, more particularly, to the e,ltel na-

five arrangement of my vault, wherein the line

of separa,tmn is at ‘the lower part of the vault,

“rather than at the upper part thereof as above
“In this latter instance the structure
is substantially the same, with the exceptlon ef |
Cits being oppositely dlspesed

described,

Tu.rned upwerdly from eaeh ef the mdes

I l The lewer pertmns of the 51des B eaen ferms

a tongue 12, which tongues are in sliding contact

W1th the euter faee of the respectwe tongue 11,

ends C each ferm 2 ﬂenge i3, which are adapted
to rest on, or. near, the surfeee of the bottom A,

- as indicated in Pig. 8. |
Secured on the surfaee ef the beutom A a,nd'

extendmg across each end thereof, is a bracket

“0

14, with a tongue 15 extending therefrom, which
tongues are a,dapted to be in sliding eentact with
their respective flanges 3. - Secured on each of

" the hrackets 14 is a second hracket 168, with a

45

tongue 1T ex’rendlng upwardly therefrem e,nd :
spaced from the respective tongues 5. Seeured'

-on the-surface of the bottom A, and extendmg |
along each side thereof, is a bracket 8, with a

- tongue (9 extending upwardly therefrom, which

°0

09

60

tongue 19 is spaced from the tongues I| and IS5,

and form a continuation of the tongue 7. Fermed

between the tongues H—-IS and IE~—-I1 13 a, slet

Seeured to the mner 31des of the memeers B

_a.nd C, and extending entirely around inside the
vault, is a bracket 21, which has the two spaced .
“apart tongues 22 a,nd 23 depending therefrom.
with the tongue 22 also spa,ced from the tengue IE

and parallel therewith.
-The spacing of the tongu.es 12 22 and 23 ferm

the slots 24 and 25. It is to be understood that

the members (1, 12, 15 and 22 extend centlnu-

ously, that. is: entlrely, arcund all four sides of

~ the vault; while the members 19 and 23 are in

65 -

feur parts, that is —--extendmg entirely around

the vault, except at each corner thereof, where
a short space is prowded ‘as mdjeeted et X in

FJgQ

Formed homzen a,lly through the erftent ef and |

" "-in the tongues 19 and 23, is' a rounded- or con-

‘cavo-convex ridge 18a and 23e, respectively, which
are adapted when the vault is fully closed, to
nest together, thereby forming an interlock, as -
above. set ferth mth relatmn to the members 50 |
and 9.

- Plastic, or senu-plastle se:almg ma.terlal 26 such
as lead or the like; is"to be placed in all or a
'_part of the slots b, 1, Iﬁ 20, 24 and 25 Just prier

13

2, 012 016

| to essemblme* the membere ef the Vault in the1r
final positions. |
“All of said parts whmh are attaehed to the vault,

- are mtegrally secured to their respeciive ele-
It is to be understood that the members {,

ments of the vault _and to each other, whereby

~ there can be no leakage or seepage, either in-
- ternally or externally, from or into the vault.

- In practice one should first place the body of

ul e vault, 1neludmg the botitom thereof, in its final
i posz.tmn The casket, containing the body to be
 buried, is then placed inside - the vault

A small
que,ntlcy of the sealing materlal 26 should now

.(or previously) be placed in the slot [0 at least,
. and also in the slots 6 and 7, and better still, the
contact faces of the toneues 1,
~should be. spread with the seelmg matemal
if the top of the. vault be pressed downwardly into
- its final position, the sealing compost will be

4.5, 2 and 1,
Now

10

15

‘properily distributed, by the. pressure, to make ab- .

selmely tight: joints to wherever it reaches.

post has. set and herdened can he. taken apart

In the alternative structure embodied in. Flg 5

the main difference is that the bottom portion sep- .
arates from the body portion, in place of the :
. top portion, censequently the casket to be inclosed
in the vault is placed on the bottom A; usually
after the bottom. has been placed in the. grave,

and then the body of the vault, with the top as a
unit thereof, is brought down over the .casket,

| etherwme the operatlon 15 substantially the same

- 20
At the instant when connection transpires, the-
__rldge 9¢ will be . forced mto its corresponding
‘channel of the ridge 5a, thereby automatically
locking: the members of the vault together in a
- unitary structure: which, after the:sealing com~
er.. o

- only by the destruction. .of the vault, -

DS that descrlbed in:the ﬁrst instance, and there~

fore further-description thereof would add more
to prolixity than to: clearness of comprehension.
- From the abeve deserlptwn it will be apparent

“that I provide & vault having a compound - joint
-of separation, and of such & nature that the seal-
“ing material is. se fully protected, and the line of
demarkation -is so sinuous, compounded, and in-
terlocked, that it will - be 1mpeselb1e for 1t to de-
.._teriomte or leak.-

It-is to be understeed that various chanees mav
be made in the several details herein set forth,
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mtheut depa,rtmg from the spirit of my inven-

tion or Saemﬁemg any of the advantages thereof
W"hlﬂh are new and ueeful and Whmh 1I1volve in-

= .Venumn

I—Iavme new :fully shewn and described my in-

ventmn what I claim, and desire to secure. by
 Letters Patent of the 'Umted States, is— -
- 1. In combination with a burial vault eempris—-

ing an upper: member and a lower member which

members are adapted to fit together to provide

~a-complete inclosure with tongues formed integral

with each member of the vault and located near

the- divisional line of the two members of the

vault with. slots. opening upwardly and downward-

1y elternately with relation to the two members
of the vault with the tongues of one of said mem-
" bers adapted to enter the respective slots of the
other member of the vault, sealing material placed
- in said: slots before the tongues are placed there-
in; 1nterloek1ng means for -further: securing the
- two members of the vault together and compris-
ing a concavo-convex ridge formed around fwo of
_ the adjoining tongues whereby the convex side of
- one of said ridges will nest in the concave side
"of the other one of said ridgecs, but enly when
| --:-’rhe casket is fully closed, |
2 In cembma.tion 'mth a bunal vault‘ a plu- (B

by
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raht-y of spa,eed apart downwel dly extendmg
spring tongues forming a plurality of downward-

ly opening slots extending around the vault, a
plurality of spaced apart upwardly extending
spring tongues forming g plurality of slots ex-
~ tending around the vault and adapted to inter-
lace with said downwardly extending - tongues,
. Imeans provided on certem of the tongues for se-
curing the adjacent tongues together in nested

position when the downwardly extending tongues

~and the upwardly extending tongues are inserted

in the respective upwardly openmg and down— :
- adjoining portions of. the vault ‘together when

the two sections of the vault are placed 1n thelr

wardly opening slots.

3. The herein described meens for premdmg.
an impervious joint entirely around a burial vault
at the juncture of the upper and the lower sec- -
tions thereof and consisting of a plurality of

vertical tongues projecting alternately upwardly
‘and downwardly from the upper and the lower
sections respectively and resting - in channels

- which open alternately upwardly and downward-

1y from both the upper and lower sections, and
-means formed entirely by the shape of certain of
said tongues for interlocking them together and

for retaining all of the tongues in fully meerted

position in their respectlve channels but per-
mitting them to be withdrawn from locking posi--
tion only by excessive force applied thereto, said
interlocking means being entirely inaccessible
- when the vault is in closed posutmn eubstantla,ﬂy‘ |
- as shown and described. |

4. A burial vault eompneing a tep portlen a,nd

" a bottom portion, a plurality of spaced apart
tongues projecting upwardly from ground the
upper edge of the bottom portion and forming
upwardly opening channels therebetween, a plu-
rality of spaced apart tongues projecting down-

Werdly from around  the lower edge of the top
portion of the vault and forming & plurehty of

downwardly opening channels between the last
mentioned tongues and adapted to receive the

. tongues of the bottom: portion of the vault, seg-

o _. 4.5_
o0
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mente,l hollow ridges formed around horizontally

~ in certain of the upper and lower tongues with
said ridges’ adapted to nest together when S&ld

tongues are brought to their nestmg position.

5 A burial vault comprising in combination,
an upper and a lower body member which mem-

bers are adapted tc fit together to provide a

-cemplete inclosure, tengues formed integral with
~ each of sqid members and located near the divi-
~ sional line of said members and with slots 1 ormed
- by the spacing of said tongues and extendmg up--
 wardly and downwardly alternately with relation
to said members, with the tongues carried by one.

of said members adapted to enter the respeeuwe |

. glots of the other member, interlocking means

60

adapted to secure said membere together, said

interlocking means comprising a concavo-convex

ridge formed longltudlnally around in two ad-
joining and oppoeltely disposed tongues whereby
when the said two members of the vault are in -
_ fully closed positivn said ridges will nest together
and clamp said two members of the vault- to-

65

gether to form a tieht joint and permitting said

membere to be forced apart enly by the appli-
. cation of super power applied In ‘opposite direc--
- tions with relation to the two members of the
o vault a,nd means Whlch after an 1nterve,1 of

tially as set forth.

6. The combination, substantially as s set forth o " .
~of a two-section vault, the adjoining portions of 6
‘which are substantially identical with each other

with each formed to. provide a series of spaced

the a,dmmmg portions of the vault, and means
formed wholly by the contour of certain of the

time w111 perma,nently secure “said members to-
gether in hermetically sea.led eondltlon substan-

 apart tengues whereby a socket is formed between '
each two of the intermediate tongues. of each of
10

oppositely disposed tongues for interlocking the

final closed position.. |

7. In a burial vault’ hemng an upper and &
lower member which tegether are adapted to pro-
vide a complete inclosure, tongues extending

- downwardly and upwardly respectively from said
members, interlocking means adapted to secure
- said oppositely disposed adjoining tongues to-
ogether, said means comprising concavo-convex
 ridges formed longitudinally of the vault by the
adjoining tongues whereby when the members of
‘the vault are in closed condition said ridges will
- automatically spring into nesting relation with

15

each other and thereby clamp the members of the "

vault together but permitting them to be forced
. apart only by outside power applied in opposite

directions with relation to fthe upper and the
lower members of the vault, and means for seal-

~ing the two members of the vault together which
- after an extended 1nterva1 of time will perma-
nently prevent the sepa,retlon of the upper and

the lower tongues by reason of the inadaptability

of said tongues to move laterally to free them
| from nesting position with relation to each other.

8. In combination with a burial vault compris-
ing an upper and a lower body member each of

said members having tongues adapted alternately

to enter .2 channel of the other body member,
means for securing the tongues of each of said
members in connection with the tongues of the

other one of said members, said means comprising
a, hollow seemental ridge formed by pressing a

-portwn of the me,terle,l of the tongue out of

30
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alignment with the major portion thereof where-

by the ridge of one tongue will spring into the

" hollow of the ridge portion of the tongue next
 thereto when the two members of the vault are
| -brought into closing connection with each other.
9, In combination with a metal burlal vault, -
interlocking means for the two members of the
vault comprising downwardly. extending tongues
 carried by the upper member of the vault, up-
- wardly extending tongues carried by. the lower

member of the vault, hollow ridges formed hori-

zontally around both the upwardly and the down-.
‘wardly extending tongues with the ridges of
either set of tongues. adapted to spring into and

fit tlghtly in the hollow formed by the rldges of

_the other .set of sald tongues with the. tongues
of one set of said ridges retained in the hollow
of the other set of tongues by the clamping in- .. -
65
“and means for rigidly securing said tengues in
._thelr nesting condltmn - -

clination of the two tongues toward each other,

FRANCIS EARL NINDE
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