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5 Claims,

My invention relates to luggage or bags, and
more particularly it relates to an improved re-
ceptacle adapted either as a portfolio or a brief-
case for use by professional people and others
in carrying documents and for use by salesmen,
teachers, students and the like in carrying pam-
phlets, catalogues, samples, etc. of substantial
bulk and weight. | -

It is an object of the invention to provide an
improved combination portfolio and brief-case
comprising an outer casing providing a mounting
for a plurality of pockets adapted as recepta-
cles for documents, catalogues, samples and the

‘like, the pockets being so arranged that when

the case is opened the contents of each pocket are
exposed to view at the top.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of an improved combination portfolio and

brief-case adapted to be opened out flat in book-

fashion so that the contents may be easily ac-
cessible for removal or display. |

A further cbject of the invention is the provi-
sion of an improved carrying device adapted for
use either as a portiolio or as a brief-case and

which always maintains a neat, compact appear-

ance whether filled to capacity or otherwise.

A brief-case, when filled to capacity, is most
conveniently carried by means of handles, but if
used as a portfolio for carrying ordinary docu-
ments of lighter weight and lesser bulk, it is most
conveniently carried under the arm, in which

- case the handles are both superfiuous and inap-
propriate.

The invention has as another of its
objects the provision of an improved combination
brief-case and portfolio having concealed han-
dles adapted to be extended for use when needed

- and tucked out of the way or retracted to a posi-

tion where they are invisible when not in use.
A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of improved handles and mounting means

- therefor adapting the handles to be substantially
concealed within the mounting means when re-
tracted and to be easily extended for use as a car-

rying means.
A still further object of the inventlon 15 the

provision of a device of the kind described hav-
- like. .
A plurality of partitions respectwely demgna.ted'

" by the numerals 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 are sim-

Ing improved details of arrangement. and con-

struction of certain members fastened to the cas-
ing in cooperative relation whereby the casing is
reinforced and its distortion is mimmlzed when'

loaded to capamty
. Still another object of the invention is the pro-

vision of a device of the kind described which is
neat in appearance, durable, and is satisfactory

for a plurality of uses to which it is adapted.

(Cl. 150—1.6)

Many other ob'jects and adiiontages of the con-

struction herein shown and described will be ob~

vious to those skﬂled in the a,rt from the disclosure
herein given.

To this end my invention consists in the novel

construction, arrangement and combioation of
parts herein shown and described, and more par-

ticularly pointed out in the claims.

'Tn the drawings, wherein like reference cha.r-

 acters indicate like or corresponding parts:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the dev1ce in

partially open position;
Fig., 2 is an interior view of one side of the

device;

- Fig. 3 is a view along the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a View along the line 4—4 of Fig. 2;

and

Fig. 5 is a view along the line 5—35 of Fig. 2.

Referring now more particularly to the draw--

ings, the invention is shown as embodied in a

- combination portfolio and brief-case comprising

a casing 10, preferably made of a piece of leather
or similar flexible material, foldable transversely
along its median line to provide the side walls of
the case. BEach side wall is lined by a relative-
ly rigid member (! providing roinforoement and

adding rigidity to the casing.

" A pair of flexible bellows members 12 extend

from the bottom of the casing around the ends and
top of each side wall. The edge of the casing 10 is
folded over the members {1 and 12 at the top and
ends, and the members 10, 11 and f2 are fastened

together by lines of stitches i3.
A pair of fiexible material strips 14 are fastened

"one on the free edge of- each bellows member 12,
The strips {4 carry cooperating hookless fasten-

ers 15 operable to completely open and close the

case along the ends and top.

A plurality of partitions respectively demg-
nated by the numerals 16, 1T, {8 and 18 are ar-
ranged substantially parallel to each other and
to the adjacent side wall of the case.

{8 and 19, thereby forming expansible pockets
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Bellows
“members 20 connect the side wall of the case with
- the ends and lower edees of the partitions 16, i1,

45

adapted to receive pamphlets documents and the

ilarly arranged in substantia]ly parallel rela-

50

tion to .each other and to the other side wall

form expansible pockets. The bottoms of the

- of the case with bellows members 26 fastening
- their ends.and lower edges together and secur- -

ing the partitions to the adjacent side wall to. .
56
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1. An article of the kind described compris- g said side walls with their ends terminating

adjacent said bellows members, a pair of inner

70

i

P2

partitions are" in substantial éJignment' and their

‘height increases outwardly in such a manner that

the top portions of the contents of each pocket
may be visible when the case is opened.

The lower edges of the lining members 1 are
connected by a flexible reinforcing strip 21, pref-
erably of the same material as the casing 10 or

lining 1. The strip 27 is fastened to the lining
({{ and to the bottom of the case by suitable ad-

hesive material, or by stitching. The double
thickness of material provided along the bcttom

strengthens the case where it is subjected to
wear by reason of its bending upon opening and -

closing the case. | |

A pair of handle members are mounted one on
each end of the casing 10 so as to be in juxta-
position when the case is closed. Each handle
member comprises a frame 28 constructed of
metal or similar material of sufficient strength
and rigidity to carry the casé when filled to ca-
pacity. The frame 28 is preferably U-shaped
and has its stems extending through and closely
fitting apertures 29 provided for that purpose
in the bellows member (2. The frames 28 are
provided with covers 32, preferably of the same
material as the casing 10 or the bellows mem-
bers 12. The inner ends of each frame 28 are
fastened by rivets 30 to plates 31 positioned be-
tween the casing 18 and the adjacent linings 1.
The handles and the plates 3f connected there-
with are adapted to be pushed inwardly until
the projecting portions of the handles lie en-
tirely within and are substantially concealed by
the folds of the bellows members 12.. The han-
dles are movable to operative position by extend-

ing the same until the top edges of the plate 31

respectively engage the adjacent linings 1. The
described mounting for the handles enables the
case to be used as a portfolio and carried under

the arm with the handles concealed or to be

used as a brief-case with the handles extended.
Thus, it will be seen, that I have provided an
improved combination portiolio and a brief-case

comprising a plurality of novel features, includ-

ing a unitary casing folded transversely to form
side walls providing a mounting for a plurality
of pockets enclosed by the casing with the pock-
ets of diminishing depth inwardly and so ar-
ranged that the contents are visible. I{ also
provides hookless fastening means adapted to
close the ends and the top of the casing when
folded: and handle members and mountings
therefor adapted to permit the handles to he
extended for use and retracted to substantially
concealed position when not in use.

Having thus described my invention, it is ob-

vious that various immaterial modifications may
be made in the same without departing from the
spirit of my invention; hence 1 do not wish to
be understood as limiting myself to the exact
form, construction, arrangement and combina-
tion of parts herein shown and described or uses
mentioned. |

What I claim as new and desire to secure by

Letters Patent is:

ing a-sheet of material folded transversely along
its middle portion to provide the side walls of a

casing, a pair of members respectively forming

2,011,879

edges and lining members, and means adapted
to connect the free edges of said bellows mem-
bers when the casing is closed. |

2. An article of the kind described compris-
ing a sheet of material folded transversely along
its middle portion to provide the side walls of a
casing, a pair of members respectively forming

lining members for said side walls terminating
short of the folded portion, said side walls hav-

ing their end and top marginal edges folded over
‘and fastened to the corresponding edges of the

lining members, a pair of bellows members each
having one edge fastened between said maiginal
edges and lining members, means adapted to
connect the free edges of said bellows members
when the casing is closed, a plurality of ma-
terial sheets extending substantially parallel to
said side walls with their ends terminating ad-

10

15

jacent said bellows members, inner bellows mem-

bers fastened to the ends and bottom of said

- material sheets to provide expansible pockets,

and fastening means connecting the outer edges
of each of said inner bellows members with the
adjacent lining member.

3. An article of the kind described comprising
a, sheet of material folded transversely along its
middle portion to provide the side walls of a
casing, a pair of members respectively forming
lining members for said side walls terminating

" short of the folded portion, said side walls hav-

ing their end and top marginal edges folded
over and fastened to the corresponding edges of
the lining members, a pair of bellows members
each having one edge fastened between said mar-

- ginal edges and lining members, means adapted

to connect the free edges of said bellows mem-
bers when the casing is closed, a plurality of ma-
terial sheets arranged in two groups, one in each
side of the casing and extending substantially
parallel to said side walls with their ends ter-
minating adjacent said bellows members, a pair
of inner bellows members respectively fastened
to the ends and bottom of said plurality of ma-
terial sheets forming each group to provide ex-
pansible pockets, and means fastening the outer
edge of each of said inner bellows members to
the adjacent lining member, said parallel sheets
having their lower edges in substantial alignment
and ftheir upper edges successively terminating
above the next adjacent inner sheet.

4. An article of the kind described comprising
a sheet of material folded transversely along
its middle portion to provide the side walls of
a casing, a pair of members respectively forming
lining members for said side walls terminating
short of the folded portion, said side walls hav-
ing their end and top marginal edges folded over

and fastened to the corresponding edges of the

lining members, a pair of bellows members each
having one edge fastened between said marginal

- edges and lining members, means adapted to

connect the free edges of said bellows members
when the casing is closed, a plurality of material
sheets arranged in two groups, one in each side
of the casing and extending substantially parallel

bellows members respectively fastened to the

lining members for said side walls terminating - ends and bottom of said material sheets compris-
short of the folded portion, said side walls hav-
ing their end and top marginal edges folded over
and fastened to the corresponding edges of the -
lining members, a pair of bellows members each
having one edge fastened between said marginal .

- ing each group to provide expansible pockets, and
- stitches fastening the outer edges of each of said
inner bellows members to the adjacent lining

member..
0. An article

20

26

30

39

40

45

o0

55

60

65

70

of the kind described comprising -



10

2,011,879 _
of the casing and exteilding substantially par-

3 sheet of material folded transversely along its
middle portion to provide the side walls of &
casing, a pair of members respectively forming
lining members for said side walls terminafing
short of the folded portion, said side walls hav-
ing their end and top marginal edges folded over
and fastened to the corresponding edges of the
lining members, a pair of bellows members each
having one edge fastened between said marginal
edges and lining members, means adapted to
connect the free edges of said hellows members
when the casing is closed, & plurality of material
sheets arranged in two groups, one in each side

3

allel to said side walls with their ends terminat-
ing adjacent said bellows members, & pair of in-
ner bellows members respectively fastened to the
ends and bottom of said material sheets compris-
ing each group to provide expansible pockets, and
stitches forming the outer edges of said inner
bellows members to the adjacent lining members,
sald parallel sheets having their lower edges in
substantial alignment and their upper edges
successively terminating above the next adjacent
innhey shieet. |
- LEQO STEIN.
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