-F‘*ll"“

Aug. 20

10

. 1938,

Filed April 5, 1933

ﬂn?,:”-l YLASTI A2 ":,gu \ _ 4
obomdndt - ] - -"LJ:J " s e
e oae . L . L o . ‘-l.-:.

JégL 3

BV
.F. _

=| i .. p.

F
.’I

J ‘},:F-_'i: '
T l" S

2,011,714

INVENTOR.

) 4

. __ *f
: * g <,
o <% S EA

ATTORNEY.




F

tJ

10

Patented Aug. 20, 1935

'UNITED STATES

2,011,714

PATENT OFFICE

2,011,714
CREA’EOR KIT

Leo G. Frledman, Greenwich, Conn., assignor to
- Nelson Littell, New Canaan, Comnmn.

Application April 5, 1933, Serial No. 664,467

- 2 Claims.

This invention relates to an improvement in
educational and constructional kits for toys, games
and other pastimes for adults as well as children.

Psychological studies of the educational de-
velopment of children has shown the desirability
of requiring the child to use his hands in mould-

ing., shaping, forming or otherwise sssembling

suitable materials to develop the imagination, lin-
prove the correlation of the mental and physical
activities and to provide an interesting as well
educational pastime. A similar interest in the art
-0f construction is shown by adults who often-

times desire to make some ornamental or useful .

~ objects from suitable easily worked materials when

5 such construction is within the realm of their

powers and resulfs in attractive cbjects.
Numerous elements havé been suggested such

- as clay modeling material, metallic structurzal sec-
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‘tions, building blocks, etc., but such materials have

proved unsatisfactory in many respects because
of their limited application, dificulty in moulding

and lack of usefulness as well as lack of ornamen-

28

tation of the final object.
It is my discovery that sponge rubbef' has many
edvantages over heretofore used materials and is

highly advantageous for the construction of useful
as well as ornamental articles. Among other fea-

Ctures it has a three dimensional character in that

30

a structure representing some animate or ingni-
‘mate object may be built from it. Secondly,
'sponge rubber is clean, sanitary and not destruc-

~ tive of clothing or furniture a.nd may be washed
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in soap and water if desired. Thirdly, it is inex-
pensive, readily formed, anhd may have an inherent
coloring 50 that the resultant object has a decora-
tive value when completed rathier than a mere
colorless product.

I have also found that sponge rubber of the
available commercial form offers unexcelled qual-
ities for modeling purposes and is particularly ef-

fective in view of its double character of smooth

and roughened surfaces, the smocth surface being
the normsal vuleanized surface.

requirements of an ideal material and also has

the characteristic of lightness and natural appear-’

ance for many constructed objects.

In order to make an instructive kit which will
have the utmost value for instructional purposes,
I contemplate the combination of several sizes,
thicknesses and colors of sponge rubber material
which together with a suggestive instruction sheet
and suitable cement can be marketed

It fulfills all the

& com-~
plete instruction kit as it includes all the material
necessary to proceed. The cement is easily ap-
plied and necessary in that sponge rubber being

(C1. 46—35)

extraordinarily resilient is not readily pasted to
other pieces of sponge rubber without the use of
some form of special rubber cement not normally
availeble. On the other hand the forming tool,
namely, the scissors is omitted for every purchaser
usually has one or more pairs of scissors at "hand.
Furthermecre, the shape of the pieces is often sug-
gestive of g desired shape without cutting.

As suggested forms of kit the attached drawing

schematically illustrates part of the contents of

preferred kits and certain suggested animals and
other objects which may be made are indicated.

Figure i is s perspective view showing the con-.
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tents of & small creator kit primarily for children.

Tigure 2 is & diagrammadtic illustration of an
animal in completed form made in accordance

" with the instruction sheet.

Figure 3 is an exploded view of the units from
which the gnimal is assembled.

Figure 4 is & perspective view of a coaster to 20
under a water tumbler.

The junior creator kit shown in Figure 1 prei-
erably comprises & supply of sponge rubber in

different forms represented by the pleces {C.

These meay include regular sized sheets of dif-

- ferent colors, die cut forms as well as the residue

from dle cutting znd they will be of different
thicknesses for variety.
more suggestive than illustrative of a completed
product thus calling upon the child to use his
imagination in completing obj ects from the vari-
ous miscellaneous shapes. The normal skin is
left on some of the surfaces of some of the sponge
rubber pieces as indicated in the folded piece 106
at the right of Fig. 1. The sponge rubber may be
of any desired thickness, usually varying from
one-guarter to one inch in thickness and often
the nleces will be formed of cemented layers of
greater thickness. The colors include the pri-
mary and secondary as well as mixed colors which
colors are vulcanized into the rubber. The
sponge rubber itself is 2 well known article of
commerce and is normally porous, light, and is
readily cut by an ordinary pair of scissors.

- Porosity as well as texture are also variable.

The kit further includes besides the sponge
rubber & special rubber cement sufficient to form

-~ the articles made from the sponge rubber, it be-

ing merely necessary to apply the cement in a
thin coating to the sponge rubber on both pleces
to be joined aliowing the cement to become tacky
and then holding the cemented portions together
for a moment. It will be found that they stick
together readily and permanently. The sponge
rubber may be cemented on either surface, either
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Very often the shape is -
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the porous portione being secured to another
porous portion or to the normal skin' retained

surface or both skin surraces may be cemented ,
" uet which may vary in size from the toy article

together.

As an eneou:agement to the develepment of the
child as well as an informative explanation of
the material, an illustrated pamphlet and in-

~ struction sheet {2 is suppiied with each kit. The

10
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instruction sheet includes three perticular por-

ticns as follows:
(a) The general directions {2a herenefere men-

. tioned for operating with sponge rubber.

(b)) Ilustrations 126 of some completed cbjects

wkich may be made and which may be animate

or inanimate objects such as animals, soldiers,
cowhoys, manneaulhs, trains, houses, alphabets,
numerals, tress, or other desired producis gn eX-
ample feemg ghiowrn’in Jgure 2. - |
(¢) The exwicded view portion ide of the in-
struction sheet shwowing the units of construciion
wirich is further illustrated n Figuvre 3. o
The szploded wisw of the cut-out sscilous Is
porticuwarly edve uegeebe to cssist the beginner
in making o povticuler snimel or cther objcct.
exampie, the camel 4 which is illusiraied
in completed form in Figure 2 consisis preierably
of o head {5 and body (6, rhomboid shaped legs
17, tail 18, cubleal eyes 18 and ears 8. As previ-

: ously deseribed each of the respective sections

113
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is eut to the proper shape or may be found sug-
gestively shaped in the sponge runber supplied,

snd then the cement is applied to the adjoining.

surfaces. Preferably, different colors of sponge

rubber are used for the respeciive sections in-

creasing tiae atteeetiveneee of the eommetea ele-
mem

‘Usually the animals prove most satisfactory
net only because of their simplicity in construc-

tion, but beealise of thelr unusually reelistic ap-

pearance when completed and because their
naturasl appeal a3 coming within the ehﬂa:i’s ex-
perience.

The instruction sheet is only suggeetlve ef pPOsS~-

sibilities and is not intended to indicate all of the
‘nroducts which may be made from the kit. Given

such a kit however, the child will imagine some
particular element which he prefers to build or
make and with s scissors can cut out the desired

sections from the sponge rubber elements and

subsequently cement them together for creative
development work. Kindergarten teachers find
the sponge rubber Kkits especially usefui as a
medium of artistic instruction and development

of creative ability and by creating new designs

or taking instructional designs ‘from the more

imaginative or creative children can provide an .

almost endless variety of things to be made.
This kit is not limited to toys but may be used

N by others for constructing household articles of

70

sponge rukber. There is no limit to the number

- and variety of objects which may be made.

The adult size creator kit is usually of larger

size and has a greater variety ot material. It is

- preferably enclosed in a suitable box and has an

instruction sheet similar to the sheet of Figure 1,

except the iInstructions are related tc more

mature products such as coasters, bath mats
games, ornamental objects, etc.

Nlustrative of one product is the . coaster 40
shown in Figure 4, which is formed from a bot-
tom portion 40a and a rim. portion 48b which

are suitably cemented together

3,011,714 | | | ,
It will thus be seen that I have produced in

-—

the ereater kit as exemplified in Figure 1, the
necessary material for making any desired prod-

animal, doll and similar things for. the child 1o
raw material for adult use for making of coasters,
cushions and other ornamentdl objects. In the
kit the imaginafion plays a strong part in that

- the primary product does not necessarily re-
- semble the finished product and it must be first

cut to the proper shape and then suliably ce-
mented together. Caricatures may also be made,
the kit being of the same general form Ifor
either the child’s toys or for the adult’s games.

In both .cases the sponge rubber is of many
different cclors gnd s variety of shapes, seme of
which are suggestive of pert or ell of the fn-
ished product and may or. may not have the in-
nerent vulcanized rubber skin suriace on Rarts
thereof. If iz eagily cemented and Ipnumerabie
objects cen ke made within the realm of the Im-
agination of thae user. Ifs roughh POICUS sur-
face i particularly atirsctive and suggestive ot
many articles such 28 lawnsg, hedges, animals,
ste. Completed houses with lawns, hedges, (rees,
fiowers, nools, ete., may be created out of sponge
rubber parts by the exercise of & little imaging-
tion and creative workmanship. |

it is also within the scove of this mve%ien
to provide g kit of preformed pieces, which srhen
properly assembled, will meke 2, single one of
the preferred gnimals, etmcturee or pieces waich
kit would be smaller size but otherwise include
the sponge rubber material, the single instruc-
tion sheet and the cement. Tue instruction sheey
will of course, not ‘only show the preferred fingl

construction but the detail instructions of as-

sembly but would differ from {he sheef shown in
¥ oure 1 in that it would relete te but oNne ar-
ficle.

Such a kit mignt well he used £S £ game by

| withdrewmg the instruction sheet and permit-
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ting different players to operate on the same,

pieces to determine who is the quickest int invens-

ing an animal or other object and creating the

most sat.sfactory article would entitle the win-

ner to a prize. It would only be necessary to
supply the minimum nuniber of pieces for a sim-
ple article under such circumstances. :

While I have shown a preferred form of em-

- bodiment of my invention, I am aware that oth-
er modifications may be made therein and I

therefore desire a broad interpretation of the

same within the scope and spirit of the disclosure

herein and of the claims appended hereingafier.
I claim: - ~

1. An educat’onal toy in three dimensione com-'

posed of a plurality of pieces of flexible sponge
rubber preliminarily cut in shapes which sug-

gest various portions of figures and adapted with

some alteration to make a complete figure, some
of said pieces having both normal skin surfaces
and porous surfaces and an adhesive to bind the

‘assembled pieces in final position.

2..In a toy figure construction set a number

- of pieces of sponge rubber cut to various shapes

to form, when assembled in various ways, fig-

4
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ures to represent animate and inanimate objects, .

- and cement for securing the sponge rubber pieces

in assembled relatlon

!
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