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6 Clalms

M.v present mventwn relates to 1mpr0vementst

'11:1 men’s straw hats such as are adapted to be

made: of rows of overlapping straw braid having

- to form the crown and brim, the brim being pref-

- erably formed of two or more thicknesses of braid~

ed'straw sewed and glued together.
An object of the. mventwn is to design an at—
tractwe novelty hat which can be made of either

10 flexible or stiff straw that will be cool and com-
- fortable, so that when properly made and of a

good quality of material, will form a better grade
of hat adapted for the higher class of trade.
An important further feature of my invention

15 is-to provide in the hat a special form of sweat
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band, ‘adapted to be attached in a novel and at-
tractive manner and in a way to form not only &
comfortable hat to wear, but one that will readily
be dlstmgmshable from those now upon the
“market.

It has been more or less common pra.ctme ta'

form brim portions of stiff hats of two or more
- layers of straw, the extra thickness usually being

applied to the underside of the brim, and extend-
ed across the full width. of the brim from the
edege. to the band portion of the hat. This ob-
viously forms an added stiffness to the annular
band portion of the crown, the result of which
is that hats formed in that manner are not flex-
ible,.and do not readily conform 1o the shape of'

- the wearer’s head.
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Numerous attempts have been made to over-
come this-objection by working in a few layers of .
soft straw. around the annular band portion of
the.crown and brim, so as to produce a hat that-
will more readily conform to the shape of the head
This method, however, has proven-
‘more or less unsatisfactory since the hats do not

of the wearer.

hold their shape and the two different kinds of
straw fade out into different shades.

portion of the brim.

‘With the foregoing and other objects in. VIE‘:W I
‘have shown embodiments of the invention in the
accompanying drawings and these embodiments

will be heremafter more fully described Wlth ref-

erence thereto,  and the invention will be finally

pointed out in the claims. In the dra,wmgs
Fig. 1 shows a bottom perspectwe view of my

novel hat, showmg the under and mner 51de-

thereof
Pig. 2 is a fragmentary bottom plan wew of the
hat shown. in Fig. 1: |

I have.
 therefore sought to improve upon straw hats in-
this particular by providing a novel form of sweat

band -that. is secured to the inner annular edge'

(CL 2—-193)

Fig. 3 is a vertlcal Cross sectmn through one side
portion of the hat, illustrating a portion of the

crown, the side, brim and associated parts;
Fig. 4 is a somewhat similar view including a

'modlﬁca,tmn m the form of an 111sert under the
- sweat band:

Fig. 5 shows a bottom plan view partially broken

away, illustrating a modification showing the in-

vention applied to a straw hat made in the old
way wherein the toothed edges on both the top

and bottom sides of the brim are chsposed out-

ward

Fig. 6 shows a vertical cross sectmnal view of
the hat strueture shown in Fig. 5; |

Fig. 7 is a detailed view of a sample of straw

braid from which the hat shown in Flgs 1 to 4

inclusive is made: .
Fig. 8 is a further bottom plan view af a. portion
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of a hat made from flat foot sennet straw braid

having one straight edge and one patterned edge,

and illustrating the apphcatlon of my invention

thereto:

Fig. 9is a detmled drawing of a small piece of

the flat foot sennet braid from Whmh the hat

shown in Pig. 8§ is made; and

While I have illustrated my invention in the

principal figures of the drawings as applied to a
hat formed of relatively coarse braided straw,
vet it will be obvious that lighter, heavier, or syn-
thetic material may be employed, and the braids

from which the hat is formed may also be made

of any suitable width and thickness, but prefer-

ably those ‘having a saw-toothed or cther pat-
terned edge, such for instance as the straw braids

9a and 95 shown in Pigs. 7 and 9, and the Mﬂan-

braid, 9¢ shown in Fig. 10 of the drawings.
The 111ustrat10ns of the invention have ‘been

featured in connection with a. hat constructed in

accordance with Patent No. 1,219,111 wherein -

- the crown 10 is made in the old way from the but--
‘ton “a” to the head-size or hat band 17, the re-

spectlve windings overla,ppmg and stitched to-
gether so that the exposed edge of the straw braid, -

80
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary plan view of a plece of
Milan straw braid also adapted to be used in the

 construction of a hat embodying my invention.
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of which the crown is formed, is pointed outward -

and downwardly to the band portien 17. In this
connection it will also be observed from the said
patent, and Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings of this
application, that the brim is not made as a con-
tinual application and stitching of the braid,

105

from which the crown is made, but is formed in

part by the application and stitching of the braids
forming the upper layer 11 of the brim in a re-

110
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verse direction so that the exposed edges of the
braids {orming the top layer of the brim are dis-
rosed inward, rather than outward.

After the hat crown and top layver 11 of the
bnm are rormeq, as apove suggested, then a sepa-

ate lower brim portion 12 is made up of straw
'maﬁd to form an annular assemblage of braid
wiose outer dimensions are the same as that of
the upper portion of the brim previously stitched
together, but slightly narrower than that of the
upper [ayer of the brim. This separately formed
Iower brim portion 12 is then secured against the
underside of the brim portion 11. A single strip
of straw praid 16, or more iI preferred, is then
placed between and stitched to the outer edge
vorvion of the t
the several pieces to form the complete brim.
Then by means of additional stitching, stiffening
and pressing, the hat is formed into desired shape.

My preferred construction, see Bigs. 1 to 4, in-
clusive, comyprises a hat, the crown of which, in-
cluding ivs annular sides, 1s made up of a single
layer of braided straw 9 stitched together, and a
brim that is formed of {wo layers of straw braid,
the top layer 11 of which extends outward at a
right angle from the side of the base of the crown.
As before stated, the widih of the lower layer 12
of the brim is narrower than that of the upper
layer 11, whereby when the two brim portions are
secured uagethel the inner edge of the lower layer
terininates outward from and in spaced relation
to the band porvion 17 of the hat. This obviously
leaves hut a single thickness of straw braid adja-

cent to the side crown and whereby the hat is

formed in a way 1o insure an annular ilexible
head engaging portion 17 adjacent to the lower
sides of the crown, and at the same time to pro-
vide g thicker and stiffer brim. -

The sweat band 13 is formed of a good qua,llty
of leavher and includes an outwardly disposed

- flange portion 14 so that the sweat band, as a
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wnole, not only covers the inner lower anntular
surface of the crown portion of the hat, but ex-
tends over the inner annular head engaging por-
tion and out into the brim a limited distance,
thereby covering the annular inner under edge
smface of the top layer of straw braid. The an-
nular edge of this flanged porticn of the sweat
band 13 extends in under the inner edge portion
of the lower lgyer 12 of straw braid and is secured
between it and the top layer, as by means of
stitching. In order to insure desired ventilation
and additional flexibility, I provide a series of
holes 15 through the flange portion of the sweat
band.

The comp1eted hat therefore, as shown in Figs.
1 and 2, has iis inner marginal edge portion of
the U.Ildu.s de of the crim formed of the flanged
portion of the leather sweat band, and in a way
so tnat the tocothed edge of the under layer of
the straw braid will form an attractive finish for
the flanging of the sweat band. This added
guansity of leather at a point where the hat rests
upon the head, together with the single thickness
of straw 11 laying back of it, forms a very de-
sirable and comfortable hat to wear. If desired,
this conforming feature may be accentuated by
the use of an annular strip of felt, straw, oil silk
or any other suitable sweat-proof material which
will prevent perspiration from striking through
the band portion of the hat, and which can be
stitched to the inner lower crown portion 17 of
the hat, as shown at 162 in Rig. 4, or in between

the underside of the briim and the sweat band of
the hat as shown at 16P in Fig, 6.

two brim members, so as to unite

1,961,739

This description thus far obviously applies fo
the construction of the patented hat referred to,
as well as the disclosures made herein of the pre-
ferred form of my present invention, and applies
to hats made of different kinds of braid. I do not,
however, wish to confine myself in the application
of my invention to hats made in this particular
way, for it can be applied to straw hats made in
thie old way, with the toothed edges of the braid
disposed outward, see Figs. 5 and 8, and wherein
the hat is started from the button “a”, the straw

brald 9 being lapped and fed on the top side

throughout the entire process of sewing to the
edge of the brim, so that the erown 10 and top
brim portion 112 are made in one continuous
cperation, and if desired, a lower brim portion
122 made separately and attached to the under-
side of the upper brim.

A preferred method of applying my invention
to this cheaper grade of hat would be to place the
sweatl band 13 within the annular band portion
17 of the hat with the flange 14 of the band dis-
posed out over the undersurface of the brim,
which can be made of either one or two thick-
nesses, and then to cover the raw edge of the
flanged portion 14 with a single strip 120 of straw
hbrald, as shown in Fligs., 5, 6 and 8 of the draw-
ings, and secure the braid, band and brim por-
tion of the hat together with one or more rows
of stitching 18, and in addition to include, if de-
sired, any preferred Kind of brim stiffening ma-
terial.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire o secure by lLetters Patent is:

1. A straw hat including crown and brim por-
tiens formed of braided straw sewed ftogether,
an annular sweat band within the crown of the
hat and including an outwardly disposed an-
nular flange covering a portion of the under
inner face porvion of the brim and whose outer
edge 18 enclosed by braided straw.

2. A straw hat including a crown and a brim
portion formed of braided straw sewed together,
the brim including a layer of braided straw and
cne or more bralds applied to the underside of
sald layer and having an inner marginal pat-
terned edge in spaced relation to the head en-
gaging zone, a sweat band within the crown and
including an outwardly disposed annular per-
forated flange whose edge extends above said
marginal patterned edge and 1S secured against
the upper layer.

3. A straw hat comprising a crown and brim
portion formed of braided straw secured together
and including an upper and lower layver of braided
straw, the exposed edges of both said layers being
directed inward toward the crown, the lower layer
being narrower than the upper layer, with its
inner marginal edge in spaced relation to the
head engaging zone, a sweat band inecluding an

- ouivwardly dispesed annular flange whose edge is

secured akbove the inner annular edge of said
lower layer of braided straw and between it and
the upper layer.

4. A straw hat including crown and brim por-
tions formed of oralded straw sewed together, the
brim comprising an upper and lower layerof straw
braid secured together, the lower layer being nar-
rower than the upper layer with its inner mar-
ginal edge in spaced relation to the head engag-
ing zcne, a sweat band including an outwardly
disposed annular flange whose edge is secured be-
tween the inner annular edge of the lower layer
o1 straw braild and the upper layer and covering
the under inner annular face of the upper layer
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~ of the brim adjacent the a,nnular_' head cdntact-‘
- Ing zone forming a flexible sweat band and hat.
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5. A straw hat including crown and brim por-

tions formed of braided straw forming a pat-

terned edge and sewed together in .a circular

manner, the brim comprising two layers of straw
braid secured together, the upper layer being
formed as a continuation of the crown portion,
the lower layer being narrower than the upper

Jayer with its inner marginal edge in spaced re-

lation to the head engaging zone, a sweat band
1nc1ud1ng an outwardly disposed annular flange

- whose edge is secured above the inner annular
edge of the lower layer of straw braid and cov-

ering the under annular edge of the brim ad-
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jacent the annul:a,r head conta,ctmg zone, forming '

a flexible sweat band and hat.
6. A straw hat including crown and brim por-

tions, an annular sweat band within the crown

of the hat including an outwardly disposed an-.

nular fiange covering the under inner face por-
tion of the brim and having its cuter edge cov-

ered in the straw of the brim, the flanged por-.

tion of the band being perforated along its inner
edge portion, and a porous protective member
intermediate of the hat and sweat band and po-
sitioned therein 1mmed1ately above the perfora.-
tions of the ﬂange

- JOHN CAVANAGH_
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