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9 tubs are used almost to the exelusmn of any
- other type.

- in a bulldlng before the plastering or cement

'.10

- tion with the upwardly extending flange adja-~
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11 Clalms

This mventmn relates to supports for bath

tubs, and more particularly to bath tub brack-

ets arranged for supporting so-called built in

bath tubs. At the present time built-in bath

These bu11t—1n bath tubs are usually mstalled

‘and tile are applied to the walls. The tubs
are supported on the floor and secured 111 pPOSi-

- cent the wall studding. The underside of the
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flange or rim at the back and at one or both
~ends of the tub are of rough unﬁmshed iron

and after the tub is installed suitable ‘plaster

- or tile finish is applied to the wall in a manner
- to make a tight joint mth the enameled sur-

- face of the bath tub run
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If the finished wall is to be of plaster or

cement, the practice is to butt the rim of the

tub up against the studding and then apply the

finish, and if the wall is of brick, the tub flange
is butted agamst the so-called furrmg-stnps
which are substltuted for the studdmg of a

Y frame bmldmg |
'~ 'When the finished Wall is constructed of tlle_'

- requiring a thick undercoat the practme is to
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| mark the height at which the two-—by—four is to
_be secured to the studdmg ‘Then it is neces-
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set the tub so that the unﬂmshed rim edge is
apprex1mate1y seven—elghths of an 1nch away
from the stud or furrmg-stnp | -

The result of installing a tub supported en-
tirely on the floor is that as the floor joists.

and other timbers dry out and settle the flange

- 95" is “drawn. away from the wall finish and in

nearly all cases a crack of consrderable size re-
sults between the tub and the plaster or tile.

In order to ehmmate the poss1b1l1ty of this

crack occurring, a wooden two- by—four has been

40 secured horizontally to the studs or furring-

strips to support the rim. of the tub so that it
would not settlé’ with the floor.
practically ehmmates the crack in the joint
between the: tub and the wall I-Iowever
~order to do th1s it is necessary to first set the
- tub in ‘place, adJust it SO that the front, back
and ends are level, -or, if the tub is warped,
to set it so that it will appear ‘level and then

sary. to remove the tub or brmg it ‘back away
from the Wall 111 order to have work room in
which to nail the two-by-four agamst the studs

the rim on the two-by-four If this is accurate-

ly and carefully done the tub may be Iound to'

be approximately level.

This practme |
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However, the under
surface of the tub rim is rough and contains
many Jimperfections and it has usually been
found necessary to repeat the above process un-
til by a cut-and- try method the two-by-four has
been finally placed so that the tub would rest
in the desired position. Even when this has been
accomphshed it is often found that the tub
flange rests on the two-by-four only at some one
or two points where it is supported by the im-
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perfections of the rough flange surface and in -

time these imperfections settle mto the surface

of the two-by-four and a-crack occurs even when
the tub has been othermse well installed.

- The above methed is eXpenswe and inconven-

ient as 1t is often necessary to disconnect the

plumbmg and make several re-adjustments.

duﬁeult1es and provides a suitable supporting

means whereby the tub may be permanently
installed and the supporting means applied and

permanently secured, without loss of time or re-
adjustment of tub or supports, and in a manner
to prevent any crack between the plaster and
ﬂange at any future time. |

It is a further object of the present mventmn
to prowde an improved bath' tub support by

which the tub may be accurately engaged at all -

points to which the support is applied and by
which the tub will be retamed in the or 1g1na1

level posmon

A further cbject is to prowde a bath tub sup-
port in which all adJustment may be made easily
and conveniently by means of the suppo_rts only
instead of adjusting and re-adjusting the tub
as has formerly been the practice.

This invention also provides a eonvement de-~
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- 'This invention overcomes the above and other
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vice which 18 small in size and whereby a large

number may be packed in a small space and

| easﬂy transported to desired locatmns

A further object is the provision of a su1table

bath tub support which combines an aceurate

gauge for setting the bath tub relative to the

supporting .studs or furlmg-strlps whereby wall
finishes of desired thickness may be-later applied.

- A novel feature of the invention is the pro-
vision of ‘a one-piece support -which may be at-
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tached to the side of a stud and which is form-~

able by the workman for attachment to the front

side of the stud while retalnmg the same sup-—-

“porting charactemstms o
~ or furring-strips; then the tub is replaced with -
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A further object is the prev1510n of a one-

piece sheet metal bracket which is cheap to max-
‘ufacture, requires no -assembly, and which is
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ccuvenlent tc 1nsta11 after the bath tub has been
permanently installed.
Various other objects and advantages w111 be

apparent from the spemﬁcatmn and the ap-~

pended claims.

in the drawmg
TPFigure 1 is a side elevatlcn of one embcdlment

of my invention applied to a wall stud, the

cement and the tile wall ﬂnlsh and the tub rlm
being shown in- section; |

ig. 2 is a perspective V1ew of one ef the tub

supporting brackets applied to a wall stud;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of an installed bath-

tub, the adjacent studding being shown in sec-
tion with the supporting brackets applied there-

to and illustrates the method of inserting the

brackets from between the studding and moving

them into supporting relation after: the tub.has © ]
- the wall, the tub flange may be spaced from the

been installed:

Fie, 4 is a slightly modified embcdnnent cf m'*f~
invention in which one of the rlm-engagmg pcl—-
| tions has been eliminated: |

Fig. 5 illustrates an embcdnnent cf my inven-
tion which is arranged to be attached to the

side of a studding instead of to the front but

which may be formed by the user for attach-
ment to the front if desired: and

Fig. 6 illustrates a method of usmg the bracket

as a gauge for permanent installation of the
tub at a desired distance fr crn the wall as re-
quired for a particular type of wall finish. .

Referring to the drawing in. detail, the em-

bodiment illustrated is preferably made of sheet%

metal formed to provide sultable rim-engaging

other material if desired and comprises a com -
par atively narrow elongated plate 1 having out-

wardly extending tub engagmg ears cl ﬂanges 2

formed thereon.

The elongated piate 1 is upwardly extendmg-

from the flanges 2 and is provlded with a series

- of holes 3 whereby the device may be secured
to studding 4 or furring strips as illustrated.
Any suitable fastening means such as nails 5 can'
5: be used.

The base plate 1 is also prcvlded W1th a s er1es
of holes 6 through which a suitable metal lath

or other plaster support 7 may be secured by
- _bracket is a single flat sheet metal plate and

nails or other suitable securing means.

The outwardly extending flanges 2 are prc-
vided with inclined steps 8 and 9 which,
the present instance, are formed to accommo-

date a standard type of bath tub rim when
It

engaged therewith as illustrated in Fig. 1.
should be understood that these steps may be

- of any desired contour to conform to the con-
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tour of the tubs used therewith. However, the
inclined steps illustrated in the present embodi-

ment may be successfully used with mcst of the
“ tubs in common use. |
As previously stated, the tubs are commonly |
permanently installed adjacent the side and end
wall studdlngs or furr1ng-str1ps as 111ustrated
in Fig. 3.

In 1nsta111nﬂ' the tub the suppcrtlng bracket

. may be used as a gauge as illustrated in Fig. 6.

When used in this connection, the brackets are
mverted as shown .and when it is desired to
space the tub for tile finishes, such as shown in

3 PFig. 1, the flange 11 of the tub 10 is placed.

against the vertical riser 9a of the step 9 as

illustrated, and the tub is then permanently'

fastened in place and the plumbing may be in-
stalled. The bracket may then be removed and
mserted between the studdmg as shown in Fig.

However, the device may be made of

in
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3 and moved laterally between the studding and
the tub and then raised until the steps 9 are

snugly in contact with the lower surface of the

tub rim; the bracket may then be firmly secured
in place by the nails 5 as illustrated in Fig. 1.

It will be obvious that all of the supporting
brackets may be firmly secured in place to support
the tub adjacent each wall stud or furring-strip,
and may be secured without disturbing the align-
ment of the tub and thereafter the tub rim will

be supported in alignment with the brackets
regardless of any settling of the floor. After the

‘brackets have all been installed, the metal lath

7 may be applied and fastened through the
series of openings 6 in the brackets and the

cement coating 12 and tile 13 may then be ap-

plied thereto. -
If a plaster coating alone is to be applied to

studs or furring-strips by only substantially the
thickness of the plate 1.
The - brackets are then 1nserted in the sup-

porting p031t10n as previously described but with

the flange 11 resting on the step 8.

It should be noted that a. considerable num-
ber of minor 1mperfect1ons usually exist on the
underside of -the rim 11 and steps 8 and 9 pre-
sent sharp, clear cut edges which may be moved
bhack and forth to scrape off these minor imper-
fections and thereby accurately seat the par-

. tlcular step used snugly against the under sur-
face of the rim before the bracket is secured in

place by the nails 5. -
The-use of this 1nvent10n for euppertme' the
tub provides 3 permanent support at all points

“of engagement Wlth the tub rim regardless of
“variations in the alignment of the rim.
of considerable lmpcrtance when it 1s remem-

This is

bered that many of these rims are warped as

well as having the abcve mentlcned 1mperfec-

tions. |
The embcdlment 111ustrated in Fig. 4 is simi-

lar tc that just descrlbed except that it is some-
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what cheaper in ccnstructlcn and requires less

- metal, as one of the flanges 2 is eliminated.

Otherwise, the structure is the same as the em-

_bcchment illustrated in Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 illustrates an embcdlment wherein the

is adapted for condifions where it is desirable
to secure the device to the side of the studding
instead of to the front. In this form the sup-
porting portion may be bent by the user to the
angular relatmn shown in Fig. 4, whereby the
bracket may be attached to the face of the Wall

stud. -

It is cbkus that large numbers. of these de-
vices may be packed in a very small space and
be easily transperted and conveniently and effi-
ciently used for the purpese described.

'The device is adaptable for use with any ordi-.
'nary type of bulldmg censtructwn and where-

ever studs or studding: are - referred to in the
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claims it is intended to cover either metal or

wood studdmg or furrlng strlps or  analogous
structure
Various mcdlﬁcatlcns w111 be apparent to

those skilled in the art and we desire, there-
fore, to be limited enly by the ‘prior art and

scope of the appended claims. .
Having thus described our invention, What we
claim and desire t0 secure by Letters Patent is:
1. A bath tub emergency suppclt of the char-

acter described - comprising a narrow elongated
_plate havmg ope*nngs thereln for attachment 150
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~ scribed comprising an elongated strip for at-
tachment to a wall stud, a thin outwardly ex-

.10
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to a wall stud a.fter the tub is in place and an
outwardly extendlng.mtegral flange adjacent its
lower end and arranged to engage the under:
surface of the rim of a permanently 1nsta11ed'
floor supported bath tub.

2. A bath tub support of the character de-

tending tub rim engaging portion integral there-
with, and a plurahty of tub engaging surfaces

on- sald suppcrtmg pcrtlcn whereby to ‘engage
the rim in emergency supporting relatlon in

~ any one of a plurality of permanently installed

15

horizontally spaced p031t10ns relatlve to sald-

studding.
3. A bath tub sunport of the character de-

-~ scribed comprising a sheet metal bracket for at-

20

‘manently

tachment to a wall stud after a tub has been per-
‘installed and supported adjacent
thereto and arranged to be secured to said

- studding in alignment with the front surface
" thereof, and an outwardly extending integral
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portion on said bracket and having a plurality

of vertically spaced rim engaging edge surfaces

for engaging with and forming an emergency

support for the rim of said tub in a plurality of
'horlzcntally spaced pcs1tlcns relatwe to said
- studding. -

4, A squcrtmg dev1ce of the character de--
seribed for bath tubs permanently installed ad-
jacent wall studding, comprising a comparative-
ly thin member for attachment to individual
studding and having a portion .extending under

the rim of said bath tub to prevent the tub

settling relative to said studding, said engage-

ment being substantially the thickness of sald
member, said member being arranged to be

inserted between the studding and moved lat-

erally into engagement therewith and having
a part fcrmmg a galge fcr laterally p051t10n1ng-

said tub.

* scribed comprising a thin sheet metal base hav—

i ing oppositely disposed out-turned flaniges ad-
."Jacent one end, the contour of said flanges form-

50

~ of the character described having a stud engag--
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ing a plurality of edge surfaces conforming sub-

stantially to the contour of the under surface of

a bath tub rim, and a vertical edge surface for
spacing

cured to a studdlng
6. A flat sheet metal tub suppcrtmg bracket

ing portion with- nail openings. therein for se-

curing to the side of a wall stud, and an out-

wardly extending tub rim engaging pcrtmn hav-

ing a plurality of steps thereon for variously en-

6c
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gaging the rims of permanently installed and

varlcusly p051t10ned tubs and a vertlcal edge

o

et may be attached to the frcnt of a stud instead

cured to the face of a wall stud, the arms of the

bracket to provide a gauge for the installation

~ scribed comprising a U-shaped member ar-

a tub from a stud, and an extension-
on said base above said flanges and.: prcwded“'

with openings whereby the braeket may be se- ing an elongated attaching portion for align-

-ment with the edge of a stud and attachment

. -3
surface fcr spacing a tub from a stud said '
supporting portion being arranged to be bent to
substantially ninety degrees with the stud en-
gaging portion when desired whereby the brack-
80
cf the side. .
7. A bath tub suppcrt bracket cf the char- -
acter described comprising a comparatively nar-

row U-shaped sheet metal member having an
upwardly extending portion adapted to be se-

U-shaped member being provided with steps
arranged to alternatively engage and support the

flange of a permanently installed bath tub and
a vertical edge surface for spacmg a tub frem
a stud.

8. A U—shaped bath tub bracket suppcrt of the-
character described, the arms of said U-shaped
member being adapted in one position of said

80
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of a bath tub fo position the tub laterally from
a stud and in another position of said bracket
to provide an emergency support therefor.

9. A bath tub bracket of the character de- -
100
ranged to be secured to the face of a studding,

the arms of said U-shaped member bemg ar-

ranged to engage and form an emergency sup-f
port for a permanently installed bath tub by

‘engagement with the rim thereon, said bracket 155
"having a vertical gauge surface and being
adaptable when inverted to provide a gauge for

the permanent alignment of said tub. - |
'10. A bath tub bracket of the character de- |
scnbcd comprising a U-shaped member ar-ji19

ranged to be secured to the face of a wall
stud, the outwardly extending arms of said

U-shaped member having stepped surfaces
thereon arranged to engage and provide an
emergency support for a permanently installed 115

| "bath tub by engagement with the rim therecf
5. A bath tub bracket ef the character de-

said bracket having a vertical edge gauge sur-
face and being adaptable in one position to
provide a gauge for the adjustment and per-
manent alignment -of said tub relative to wall 190

studding and in another position to support said
~tub when secured to  said studding and the

original support is lowered. |
~ 11. A bath tub support of the character de-
scribed comprising a flat sheet metal plate hav- 125

ad

to the side thereof, and an outwardly extend-

ing stepped portion for engagement with the

rim of a tub, said plate being formable for at-
tachment to the front of the stud instead of

130
the side while retamlng the same tub suppcrt-
1ng charactenstms --

'CARL J. ERICKSON. |
~ CARL H. JOHNSON.
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