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ThlS mventlon 1elates to shoes a,nd 1s 1n-

tended to prowde a construction for a shoe

“upper that will insure the maximum of com-
- fort and ease to the wearer, while at the same:
9 time ploducmg a snugness of fit' to conform -
to the shape of the foot that it is difficult to
obtain Wlth the usual construction of shoe
Another feature of the i impr ovement

_uppel

. is the provision of a construction for a IOW':
- 10 cut shoe that tends to exclude rain or snow or

~ sand from penetmtmg to the inside of the g
“the vent opening, so that as shown in Fig,

3 and T Fig.

shoe when the shoe 1s p1 0pel ly ﬁtted to the
foot of the wearer. =
. These and other featul es of the mVentlon
1o wﬂl be particularly described in the follow-

ing specification and Wlll be deﬁned n the:

__(;lalms annexed.
- In the accompanymcr drawmo' is 1llustmt-
~ ed one form of construction and arrange-
_gventlon in which

- Fig. 13 1S a per spectlve view of the ﬁmshed_- _
~ shoe pzutly broken ‘1way to show otherwme_

B concealed constructmn
20 I"l
| _the toncrue portmn of the shoe 011 sectlona,l
:planeQ-—Q Fig. 1. BT A
g, 3 1s

30 bec,tmnal plane 8—3, Fig. 1

~Fig. 4 and Iig. 5 are: further tl .:msverse_
4 an@*

e SﬂCtIOHS on the planes respectlvely, 4
o 5——-—-5 as shown in Fig. 1 5 |

_ ‘Fig. 6 is a plan view 1.11(*118&131110' the outlme_
-89 of the forward portion of the “hlanked-out
- upper before it is prepared for_llastmw‘and -

ir{::l attachment of the bottom.

- torm of upper 11 1s ‘1tt‘whed by stitching in
 the usual manner.

j45 rela,twely Wlde Vent 0pen1n0' or o'a,p e‘itend-

. .I_ment embodying the prmmples of thls n-

2 is a-longitudinal sectmn throufrh_

a tr ‘lllSVGl s6 ‘360131011&1 wew..
thr ouﬂ'h the toncrue portlon of the shou on_

“the manner shown in Fi 12,

| extend cons1derabl
~In the practice of the invention the shoc] edges of the upp
'-bottem 10 is of usual or suitable constr uetion

40 to which the outer erlo*ecs of the a,pprOprlate.r

The for epalt of t'le ap- -
- per 11, when blanked-out,'is formed at its
' -medlal portion along the mstep line with a

ing for wardl fI om the to edo*e 16 of the up-'-- _' 3- - o

per toward the ball line of the shoe and this -

‘vent opening is cut preferably to leave at its
forward end an integral tab 15, which forms -
a portion of the tongue structure of the shoe. 50 N

"The tongue 18 is “made of a piece of soft
thin. leqther ‘whose forward edge: portion un-

derlies the rear edge of the tab 15to which it
18 stitched by a tr ansverse row of stitching. .= = o
This tongue piece 18 is much wider than the 55;___ P

gap between the edges of the upper bounchng

4 the lateral marginal portmns of
the: tonfrue may be folded ba,cL to lie ‘Lgalnst

~the 11151(16 face of the marginal portions of: 60 o
the upper 11 bounding the Vent soastoform - .

a bellows tongue completel excludlng the

~entrance of wa,ter or other forelgn substance
into this portmn of the shoe. o S

‘Over the waist or instep portlon of the 65
- shoe upper are loca,ted a pair of oppositely =

dlsposed saddle pieces 20, whose outer edge

portions are united tocrether with the under- o
- lying portion of the upper 11 to the bottom
by stitching in the usual manner, but whose 70. B
inner edges are preferably '
 back underneath and secured to- the outer
“portion by a line of stitches, as shown at 200,
~thus- formmg a complete contmuous 100p T
along the inner edge portion of each saddle 75

SleBd folded

piece for its whole dlstance ; except that small
openings are cut through ‘the doubled edge

of each saddle, as shown at 20°, suﬂic1ent

to allow the 1nsert10n of the shoe lace 2 1m

over portions or loops of the saddle pieces
“beyond the ad]acent
er 11 boundmg the vent and
overlie both the tongue tab 15 and the tongue

18, so that when the laces ‘are drawn the 35 '-

saddle members act to brmg the sub-tendmg

waist portion of- the ‘upper in snug contact -
‘with the waist portion of the foot. thereby
giving a firm ‘but flexible: support for this = .
.portlon of the foot Wthh 18 Very desuable 90._' IR

The doubled 30



80 having their inner marginal portions doubled.
~ back to form a continuous i00p from the
lower to the upper edge thereof, the looped

portion of each saddle piece being providea

2

~ rear portion of the upper 11 and the lining

A draw strap 22 is inserted between the

- 13 and is anchored at 1ts rear end to the upper

~draw strap is folded back and stitched to the
body portion to form loop portion 22* lo-
cated to normally lie in alignment with the

10

by appropriate stitching, while the forward

end of each draw strap passes out through

a slit or opening 12 adjacent to the rear end
of the vent. This exposed portion of each

loop portions of the saddle pieces 20, so that

 the shoe lace ends may be threaded through

15

the loops 220 of the draw straps after they
‘have been threaded through the saddle loops, .
7 " front to the rear thereof, the looped portion

as above explained.

- The upper 1s cut for any particular last

representing any predetermined size of foot

" 20

30

£0

5o as to leave a fairly narrow space between
the two looped ends of the saddle pieces and
of the draw straps when the lace 1s drawn

tightly after the foot has been inserted. - The
effect is to simultaneonsly draw: the waist

portion of the shoe through the action of
the shoe laces on the saddle pieces to snugly-

orip the waist of the foot, while at the same
time the draw straps contract the upper
interior edge portion of the reai portion of
the shoe upper around the ankle and the heel

of the foot to avoid leaving any gap between

the foot and the opening in the upper through

which the foot is 1nserted. By this construc-
tion the edges of both the vent and the foot-
insertion opening are drawn snugly to the

corresponding outline of the foot and thus

tends to not only exclude the entrance of

foreign substances but also to prevent ob-

jectionable slipping of the shoe on the foot
~after the shoe has been properly laced and
tied. The bellows construction of the tongue

allows the drawing nearer together of the
loop portions or flies of the saddle without

objectitonable displacement of the edges of
~ the tongue, which would be likely to occur

45

if the side edges of the tongue were left free
and of coursc prevents the penetration of
water or foreign substances through the

~ opening between the flies since the water will

r deflected downward over the out-

be shed

the interior of the shoe.
- What I claim is: “

1. A shoe upper provided with an instep
vent of substantial width and having atongue

“tab integral with-the vamp projecting into
the forward end portion of said vent, exte- _
10T Saaai ces € L § loop provided at intervals with small lace-
~ bottom toward the medial line of the vent V]
so as to substantially overlap beyond the

rior saddle pieces extending from the shoe

 lateral edges of the vent, said saddle pieces

with aseries of lace-receiving apertures ar-

ranged in opposed pairs, and a bellows tongue

on itself to form a lace-receiving loop in sub-

portion of the adjacent saddle piece.

side surface of the upper without.entering

draw strap extending around the interior

1,908,298

stitched at its forwa;rd end to said"t:(mgue

tab and along its lateral edges to the adja-

cent lateral edee portions of the upper adja-

cent said instep vent. SR

9. A shoe upper provided with an instep

! : N VPR T0 .
vent of substantial width and having a tongue

tab integral with the vamp projecting into
the forward end portion of said vent, exte-

rior saddle pieces extending from the shoe
bottom toward the medial line of the vent 5
so as to substantially overlap beyond the lat-
eral edges of the vent, said saddle pieces
having their inner marginal portions dou-
bled back to form a continuous loop from the .
. 80

of each saddle piece being provided with-a
series of lace-receiving apertures arranged

in opposed pairs, and a bellows tongue

stitched at its forward end to said tongue tab
and along its lateral edges to the adjacent

lateral edge portions of the upper adjacent

said instep vent, a draw strap located be-

‘tween the lining and the upper along each

interior edge of the rear portion of the upper
and projectingout through the upper to over- <t

lap the edge of the rear portion of the instep

vent, -said projecting portion being doubled
stantial alignment with the adjacent loop-
3. A shoe‘upper formed with a 'f00t41‘-é?_-

ceiving opening and an instep vent extending
forwardly therefrom, opposed exterior sad-

dle pieces extending over the waist portion

of the upper, each having its inner edge por- 100
tion formed into a continuous lace-recelv-

ing loop provided at intervals with small

lace-receiving apertures in its folded edge

for the insertion and emergence of a shoe
lace, a draw strap extending around the inte- 05
rior edge portion of each side of the rear
part of the upper between the upper and its- =
lining, and having its forward end extending -
out through a slot in the upper to form a
lace-receiving loop projecting beyond the 110
vent edge of the upper in substantial align- :

ment with the corresponding loop portion of

the adjacent saddle piece and in opposition
to the loop end of the other draw strap.

4. A shoe 11pp_e~r formed with a .fogt_r_eeeiyf_f 115

ing opening and an instep vent extending
forwardly therefrom, opposed exterior sad-
dle pieces extending over the waist portion -
of the upper, each having its inner edge por-
tion formed into a continuous lace-receiving 120

receiving apertures in its folded edge for the
insertion and emergence of a shoe lace, a

edge portion of each side of the rear part of 126
the upper between the upper and its lining,
and having its forward end extending out
through a slot in the upper to form a lace-

receiving loop. projecting beyond the vent
edge of the upper in substantial alignment 120

Oorr:
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with the corlespondlng loop portlon of the
adjacent saddle piece and in opposition to the
loop end of the other draw strap, and a bel-
lows tongue stitched to the lateral and for-

5 ward edges of the upper bounding the 1nstep

10 above speclﬁcatmn

15

20

30

vent to form a complete closure of the vent
underneath the interior edge portlons of the

saddle pieces. - -_
In witness Whereof I ha,ve subscrlbed the

JAMES A HOLMES
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