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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

| CHARLES F. OESTMAN AND SIDNEY W. NELSON, OF HINSDALE, ILLINOIS

o | MATIL BOX

Application ﬂl'ed"'ﬁpri'1'23, 1931. Serial No. 533,471,

This invention relates to improvements: in

mail boxes. |

The present invention relates to a mail box

~which is designed in such form as to be

! |

easily and eheaply constructed of sheet metal,
and 18 designed to facilitate the easy and
mnsertion and removal of mail

convenient

- matter, = ' -

10

18

when closed; _ el
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the box

of parcels, magazines, or packages of larger

than letter size, and this is particularly the

case where magazines or the like are shoved
or forced through a letter slot and thereafter

‘become wedged within the interior of the

mail box, so that when the box is opened it is

cdifficult to remove them, both by reason of the -
restriction of the door opening and by rea-
son of the wedging of such oversize parcels
~or packages within the interior of the box.
- The present invention is designed to over-

come the foregoing difficulties by providing a
top door of the full cross dimensions of the
interior of the box, which permits easy end-
wise insertion of letters or packages of any
size within the capacity of the box, in con-
junction with a front deer of the full length
and breadth of the box, which when opened
permits easy access to the entire interior, so

that objeets such as magazines, packages or

the like, can be removed witheut the slight-
est dufficulty. | D
The invention also relates to means pro-

vided for preventing the accidental falling
out of parcels or packages when the front

door 1s opened; to the locking arrangement
provided for the front deor; and to the gen-

eral arrangement and construction of the

box as a whole,

~In the d‘rawings 1Iltlstr&tlng the 'i'n:i:fejn% _-

Figure 1 is a

with the front door open;

_Fig. 3 is a similar perspective view with
the top door open and the front door closed;;

and

p'e,lu'speiotive"'_-Vieﬁ" of thebox _

' Flg 4 is a loﬂnlg'it"udinal. -s_e'ctiona-l el_évation:
of the box with both doors closed. L

~'1he box as a whole is provided with a ver-

tically elongated body having side walls
10—10, a back 11, and a bottom 12. The

row surrounding rim or flange 13. The top

_ s - of the box is bin shaped, the rear wall being
In the construction of most forms of mail -
boxes with which we are familiar, difficulty
1s experiericed in the insertion and removal

elevated above the front marginal flange, and
edges,
closed by a flap

the side walls having oblique upper
and the top of the box is "
top door 14 hinged at its rear edge 15 to the
upper edge of the rear wall 11. If desired.,

the edges of the top door can be. flanged,

~beaded, or otherwise reinforced in a manner

common in the fabrication of sheet metal.

' FivY. . _ . ' * . L
Ihe eniarged front opening 18 adapted to
be closed by a front door 16 which is hinged

along 1ts inner edge 17 to one of the front
narginal flanges 18, and when opened ag in

the necessary stiffness, and similarly the met-

55
front of the box body is open, save for a nar-

65 |

0.
112, 2, the entire interior of the box is ex-
Pposed. O

- Lthe front marginal flange can, if desired,
be suitably thickened or reinforced to afford ” S

al avound the base of the box can e of ade-

quate thickness or otherwise reinforced in

any suitable manner.

In order to prevent magazines, packages,
or other articles from accidentally falling

torward when the front door is opened, a

the box along

circlect by a coil spring 20 so disposed as to

bear against the tongue and normally hold
- the same in upstanding position: and In or- -

! _ﬁ'eiding“t()ngu_e 18 1s provided, which nor-
‘mally stands upwardly from the bottom of
_ ong a hne immediately inside of .
-th_e ﬁ"..'o..n.t marginal flange; and the tongue 15
pivoted upon a pintle 19 located immediately
behind the front flange, which pintle ig en-

B

der to prevent the tongue from being forced

inwardly beyond its normal vertical position.
the tongue 15 provided with a foot 21 which
bears upon the floor of the box and consti-
tutes a stop for limiting its inward move-

~ment.  However, the tongue is so disposed
and pivoted as topermit it to swing outward-
1y against spring tension to permit the easy
withdrawal of magazines or packages stand-

“95 -_': -




~ing vertically and presenting theilr flat sides
- toward the iront door opening.

5

portion of the marginal front flange, -and

. .

o

The front door is locked by means ol a
pair of bolts 22 and 23, the former of which
is vertically adjustable to engage the upper

the latter of which 1s adjustable to engage

the vertical portion of the marginal flange

when the door is closed. The inner ends of
the bolts are eccentrically pivoted to a ro-
tatable disk 24 mounted upon a pintle 25
extending through the door and terminating -

10

15

in an exterior handle 26. The disk 1s pro-
vided in its periphery with a slot 27, the ends

of which engage a stop pin 28 to limit the
rotation of the disk 24. .

{ desired, the mail box may be provided

with a depending bracket 29 having curved

20

~ post, or other support, by the provision oL

25

arms S50 for the reception oi newspapers or

bundles which are too large to be inserted
ko the interior of the box, and, as shown,

the box is adapted to be secured to a wail,

serews ol |

Tn use, mail matter will be inserted into the
top of the box, - _ .
~the sloping top door ig of the full cross sec-

and in view of the fact that

" tional dimensions of the box, large packages

30

~up to the full interior capacity of the box

may be inserted.

Furthermore, the arrangement 1s one

~which permits the top door to be quickly

35

40

and easily thrown back, so that no delay or
 difficulty is experienced in depositing mail

matter within the box. When the top door 18
closed, the interior of the box will be com-

bletely protected against ingress of snow or

ram, - o e -
In removing the mail matter, the lock on
he front door can be quickly turned and the

door thrown back to expose the entire 1n-

45

packages forward over e, W
readily yields as the packages are withdrawn.

20

55
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Le added.

character 1n general use.

‘terior of the box, but in these circumstances
‘the mail matter will not accidentally fall
from the box, but may be easily removed

therefrom by drawing the letters, parcels, or
the tongue, which

The locking arrangement 1s one which
holds the top door in- close engagement with
the front marginal flange, and at the same
tiime the bolts can be quickly withdrawn by
o turning of the handle, so that no dificulty

 or delay will be experienced in the removal -

of the mail. - T
© (Of course, it a key lock is desired, a lock
of any suitable or approved character may

The invention is of extremely simple con-

struction, but the box as a whole is designed
‘to meet practical requirements in the deposit-

ing and removal of mail matter, and to avoid
the difficulties which are frequently en-
countered in the use of mail boxes of the

opening. -

1,008,173

. We claim: |

1. A mail box comprising a box body hav-

said opening and adapted to close the same, a

tongue upstanding from the bottom of said
_opening - in position to |
falling forward of mail matter when the door
is opened, and adapted to yield under pres-

sure to permit withdrawal of said mail mat-

“ter, said tongue being pivotally mounted at

its lower end at a point contiguous to the
bottom of the front opening, and a spring
adapted to resist the forward yielding of said
tongue. | e

ing a front opening of relatively large dimen-

sions, a front door hinged to the margin of

said opening and adapted to close the same, a

tongue upstanding from the bottom of said

opening in position to prevent accidental
falling forward of mail matter when the

door 1s opened, and adapted to yield under
pressure to permit withdrawal of said mail .
‘matter, said tongue being pivotally mounted

at its lower end at a point contiguous to the

prevent accidental

ing a front opening of relatively large dimen- - -
sions, a front door hinged to the margin of -

0

30

2. A mail box comprising a_boxibddy;ha,.v;_ .

85

g0

bottom of the front opening, and a spring -

adapted to resist the forward yielding of said

tongue, the box body being open at 1ts upper
end, and a top door for closing said upper

95

3. A mail box comprising a box body hav-

ing a front opening, a front door adapted

to close the front opening, a tongue normally

extending vertically within the front opening

in position to prevent. accidental falling out

100

of mail matter when the front door is opened,

and spring means unconnected with and in-
dependent of the door and normally acting

to hold the tongue within the confines of the

and adapted to permit the tongue to yield

105
front opening while the door is being opened '

under manual pressure exerted in drawing

out mail matter through the front opening

after the door is opened. -

4. A mail box comprising a box body hav-
ing a front opening of relatively large dimen-
~ sions, a front door hinged to the margin
of said opening and adapted to close the

same, a tongue upstanding from the bot-
tom of said opening in position to prevent

110

1116

‘accidental falling forward of mail matter

when the door is opened, and spring means
unconnected with and independent of the

“door and normally acting to hold the tongue

120

within the confines of the front opening
while the door is being opened and adapted

to permit the tongue to yield under manual
pressure exerted in drawing out mail matter

opened.

sions, a front door hinged to the margin of

said opening and adapted to close the same,

through the front opening after ‘the d_QO]_if_iS_i;l?5 -

5. A mail box éom"pfiéi'ng'a,'boxibt)(”ly'"ha,v;' -
‘ing a front opening of relatively large dimen-

130



 the tongue to yield under manual pressure

10

1,008,178

a tongue upstanding from the bott:_om: of said

opening in position to prevent accidental

talling forward of mail matter when the
door is opened, and spring means uncon-

nected with and independent of the door and

normally acting to hold the tongue within

the confines of the front opening while the
door 1s being opened and adapted to permit

exerted in drawing out mail matter through

‘the front opening after the door is opened,

- the box body being open at its upper end, and

o o
]

' ‘a vertical axis, a tongue normally extending
vertically within the front opening in posi-

a top door for closing said upper opening.

6. A mail box comprising a box body hav--
ing a front opening, a front door adapted to
close the front opening and hingedly con-
nected to the side of the opening to swing on

tion to prevent accidental falling out of mail

matter when the front door is swung open,

and spring means unconnected with and in-
dependent of the door and normally acting -
to hold the tongue within the confines of the

° front opening while the door is being opened =~ L

and adapted to permit the tongue to yield

~under manual pressure exerted in drawing

~out mail matter through the front opening

40

- 80

after the door is opened. -
CHARLES F. CESTMAN.
SIDNEY W. NELSON.

60

65




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

