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This invention relates to a separator for
maintaining separated the pendent manipu-
lating ends of the operating cord by means
of which the master and idler slides of a

5 drapery traverse fixture are drawn towards
and away from each other along such trav-
erse fixture whereby to open or close the
draperies which are suspended from salc
slides.

The operating cord is trained over pul-
leys mounted in the traverse rod adjacent
each end thereof. The exposed manipulat-
ing ends of sald cord hang vertically at one
end of the rod, being usually provided at
*5 their terminal ends with ornamental weights
by means of which the cord ends may be
orasped and pulled downwardly when it 1s
desired to manipulate the slides to open or
close the draperies.

Where the cord ends hang freely, their
tendency is to become entwined upon one
another when released and particularly 11
released suddenly. They also tend to twist
~ themselves into inaccessible positions, as for
3 example, to move into positions behind the
curtain itself when released and thus are
difficult to locate and manipulate, especially
in a darkened room. |

To the end therefore of providing a sep-
arator of the class indicated which will not
only be of sightly appearance so as to har-
monize with the traverse fixture itself but
will be so constructed and located as posi-
_ tively to prevent entanglement of the cord
ends while maintaining them at all times 1n
conveniently accessible position, L have de-
vised my present invention.

My separator is adapted to be fixed to the
vertical stile of the window casing adjacent
the pendent ends of the cord at a distance
sufficiently below the traverse rod to insure
against entwinement of the cord ends upon
one another, under any and all conditions

of use. Its construction is such that the
% ord ends are at all times positively main-
tained separated from each other. In addi-
tion, my separator offers certain advantages
as regards appearance, manufacturing costs,
and simplicity of installation and use.

T have illustrated in the accompanying
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drawing a preferred embodiment of mjr sep- '

avator which I have found extremely in-
expensive of manufacture and highly satis-
factory under actual service conditions.

In such drawlng:—

Fig. 1 is a general view of a typical trav-
erse installation equipped with a separator
in accordance with my invention. .

Fig. 2 is a detail view of the separator 1t-
self removed. . o |

I have indicated generally by the refer-
ence numeral 10 a traverse rod of conven-
tional structure. Such rod is adapted to be
disposed horizontally across the window or
other opening which is to be draped adja-
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cent the upper end thereof, being parallel

to and spaced from such opening. It 1s
provided with any suitable brackets 11 or
other attaching means for niounting it in
such position. ' - '

In accordance with standard practice the
operating cord by means of which the master
slides 12 and idler slides 13 from which the
draperies are suspended are manipulated
back and forth along the trackway
traverse rod are trained over suitable pul-
leys or sheaves mounted within the.rod ad-
iacent each end thereof. These pulleys are
not shown in the drawing but it will be un-

derstood that in any standard traverse rod

‘there are usually two of these pulleys (or a
double pulley) at the right hand end of the

rod in Fig. 1 and a single pulley at the left
hand end of such rod. The operating cord

is trained over these pulleys and looped

through the master slides with the exposed
manipulating ends 14 and 15 respectively of
such cord depending from the pair of pul-
leys at the right hand end of the rod in Fig.

1 adjacent the vertical stile 16 of the win- 7
dow casing at this end of the rod. The ter-

minal ends of the cord are provided with
ornamental knobs or weights 17 and 18 by
means of which these ends may be grasped
to manipulate the draperies. |

My separator is adapted to be fixed to the
stile 16 at a distance well below the traverse
rod. In practice this distance frequently
amounts to as much as four feet below the
rod. The separator itself consists of a flat
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attaching base 20 adapted to be fixed to the
vertical stile 16 1n any swmitable manner as
by the attaching screws 21. KExtending for-
wardly from said base i1s a pair of oppositely
disposed arms 22. Preferably but not neces-
sarily these arms diverge awav from each
other as thev leave the base. Kach arm is
formed with a cord gmiding element 23 which
may be a simple loop or eve formed by sim-
ply bending the free end of each arm back
upon itself.

In use, the attaching base 20 is screwed
or otherwise fastened either to the one face
of the stile. nreferably the outer face there-
of, at the desired distance below the trav-
erse rod. The exposed maninpulating ends of
the operating cord are threaded throuch the
eves or loops 28 of the senarator and are
maintained bv such eves not onlv spaced
apart from each other a distance eanal to the
spacement. of the eves themselves fram each
other but bv reason of the forward proiec-
fion of snich eves awav from the hage gre alan
held definitelv awav from tha face of the
stile. The axis of each ove 12 dienased 1n the
oeneral hime of nendencv of the card end
which 1t Js to veceive so that in the reginn
of the senarator the cord ends sre main-
tained snthestantially narallel 0o each other.

Mv cenarator 1s extremelv simnle and in-
expensive of marufacture, bheino readilv
made from a single blank ar stamnine of
material which is afterwards hent to form the
arms 22 and omide edoes 23, The arme 29 are

preferablv shightlv concavo-convex In cross

section co as to offer the maximum strength
and rigidity.

Varions modifications 1n the construction
and oneration of mv device mav obwvionsly
be resorted tn if within the snirtt and seone
of mv invention withant denartine from the
limitg of the annended elaim.

What T therefore claim and desire to se-
cnire by Letters Patent 15—

The combination with a frame member
having a vertical surface and a pair of on-
erating cords extending alono seid enrface
and having enlarged pendant ends. of a de-
vice for maintaining said nendant ends sena-
rated and awav from said surface, said device
having a flat base attached to sald surface
and a pair of arms projecting from opposite
edges of said base, said arms being outward-
ly divergent and lvmg 1n a plane substantial-
ly perpendicular to the plane of said base
and central thereof, the terminal ends of
sald arms being inwardly turned to form
closed loops the axes of which lie 1n a plane
substantially parallel with the plane of the
base, said loops being spaced apart a sufhi-
cient distance to mainfain the enlarged pend-

ant ends of the cord against contact, and be-
ing spaced from said vertical surface a suffi-
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client distance to prevent the enlarged pend-
ant ends from striking said surface when
sald cords are freely hanging.

In testimony whereof I aflix my &gnmum

GEORGE M. KENNLEY.
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