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My present invention relates to tapes par-
ticularly adapted for use 1 the outlining or
marking of courts for the playing of games,

~ such as tenms, badminton, deck tennis, vols
5 ley ball, and the like.
Courts laid out for the playmg of these
games have their boundaries and sections out-
Tined or defined either by the use of a paint,
or a tape. The court markmo* tape hereto-
fore universally utilized has comprised a
strip or band oi textile fabric, 1aid upon the
oround and secured thereto by staples or the
ﬁke Such textile fabric tapes, however, are
possessed of many dlsad‘vantaoes Being ex-
posed to the weather, they are eubject to vary-
ing conditions of wetness and dryness, re-
sulting 1n an intermittent contracting and
etretchmcr, which soon distorts the same so
that they do not lie flat, and are whipped
out of place by the wmd soon presenting a
bedreggled appearance and interfering with
the playvers CEII‘lIlO' oames, causing trlppmor
and the like. Furtllermore being of textile
tabric, such as webbing, and porous, dust,
dirt and other foreign matter is rapidly ab-
sorbed and the tape soon becomes dirty and
unattractive. Likewise, these textile fab-
ric tapes are very short-lived, lasting but
a few months before they are no longer fit
for service.
An important object of the present inven-
tion, theretore, resides in the provision of a
court marking tape which will eliminate and
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obviate all of the above enumerated disad-

35 vantages and will be possessed of numerous

advantages not possible of attainment 1n
the eustemary textile fabric tape as here-
tofore used. -

My present novel court marking tape
comprises a strip or band of textile mate-
rial, treated, prepared or provided in such
a manner as not to absorb moisture, dirt,
dust, or other foreign matter, and which will
also lie flat on the surface upon which 1t is
laid, will retain ifs shape and color, and
will be long-lived, thus representing 3]
marked economy i1n the upkeep and main-
tenance of a court so equipped.

I have discovered that an efficient tape of

this character may be prepared by utilizing
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teriorating

cause 1t to lie
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a strip or band of textile materlal of pfeper

and predetermined length and w1dth and
adhering thereto, on each side thereof a
band or Strlp of rubber of the same d1men-

sions as said textile fabric strip.

This may be accomplished by fi rst fric-
tioning each surface of the te:x:tlle fabric
band, which may be eecemphehed by a dou-

ble frletlemng operatlen and then secur-

ing, by vulcanizing or in any other suitable
manner, to each surface of the double fric-
tioned fabric strip, a strip or band of rubber
of the same dimensions as said fabric strip.
Or this material may be made in sheet for-
mation, and tapes of predetermined length
and width severed therefrom after comple-
tion. The rubber utilized may be of any
desired shade or color, such as white, this
being the predemmetmﬂ* color utilized .in
markmo* courts for games. The presence

of the textile fabric band will prevent stretch-

ing or contracting of the tape, and the pres-
ence of the rubber or waterproof material on
each side of the fabric will repel the en-
trance of moisture, dirt, dust, and other de-
or mjurlous elements. The
very nature of a tape thus constructed will

flat upon the surface of the
court, and when properly secured in posi-

through a 10110 Iife of usefulnees
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tion, will afford a long lasting marking 80

which will retain 1ts size, shape and eeler

I believe that a court marking tape of thlS. _

character is novel, and have therefore claimed
the same breadly 1n this application.

All of the above and other objects and fea-

tures of the invention, details of construction,

combinations of parts and advantages, will be

hereimnafter more fully pointed eut descrlbed
and claimed.

Referring to the dr.eme'

o, 1llustrat1ng a

_preferred embodiment, of my invention,
Fig. 11s a perspective view of a tennis court

marked and defined by my novel tape;

Flg. 2 1s a fragmentary sectional perspec-
tive view, on an enlarged scale, of my novel
tape; and

Fig. 8 is a side elevation illustrating the
method of attaching the ends of my ﬂevel
tape. _
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Referring now to the drawing, for a par-
ticular description of the 1mfent10n 1 desig-
nates generally my novel tape, whlch in the
preferred form, comprises a strip or band 2
of suitable textile material, double frictioned,
as 1llustrated at 3 and 4, and having a strip or
band of rubber adhered thereto on each sur-
face thereof, asillustrated at 5and 6. A tape

thus constructed will be very flexible, but wﬂl ,

not have any tendency to curl or roll and
when supplied in rolls, and unrolled, will lie
flat immediately upon unrollmcr

Adjacent to each end of each strip is pro—
vlded a grommet 7, throngh which a pin or
other attaching device 8 may be driven, said
pin having a head 9 of reater width than the
bore of said orommet, to thus hold the ends of
said tape ﬁrmly on the court. The color of
my novel tape is determined by the color of
the rubber utilized as the surface material,
and will, of course, be such as to sharply con-
trast with the color of the surface of the court,
and to clearly delineate and define the boun-
daries of the court and the various playing
sections thereof. It will be appreciated that
I am not limited to any par ticular color, and

have merely mentioned white in this snemﬁca—- .

tion as generally representing the greatest
contrast and clearest marking for a court of
this nature.

The wearability of this tape far exceeds
that of the customary textile fabric tape, and
said tape will stand the scufling of feet and
general court wear for many years, con-
stantly retaining its shape, color and condi-
tion, and resultmcr In a vasﬂy 1mproved play-
g surface for games of the character above
mentioned and similar games.

It will be understood and appreciated that
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tape protecting fastener accommodating ele-
ments carried by said tape.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this s];)eclﬁcatmn

RAYMOND HEALY.
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other types of waterproof material may be

utilized in place of the rubber herein de-

scribed, and it will also be appreciated that I |
am not limited to the use of rubber as a water-
prooffing material, as my invention contem-

plates the use of a fextile fabric strip or band,
waterproofed on each surface thereof to af-
ford the advantages and benefits above set

forth.

While T have necessarﬂy descmbed my
present invention somewhat in detail, it will
be appreciated that I may vary the size,
shape and colors or shades within wide

‘ranges without departing from the spirit of

the mventlon

My invention is further described and de- .

fied in the form of claims as follows:

Asan article of manufacture, a court mark-
ing tape comprising a flexible waterproof
band of rubberized textile material having a
low coeffictent of contraction and expansion,
said band being amply thick and heavy to lie
flat upon the frround without tendency to curl
upwardly at its edges, sald band further
being light 1n color and having smooth sub-
stantla,lly non-porous washable surfaces, and
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