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UNITED STATES

ALBERT ROHAUT,

CF ALFRED,

1,897,59C

PATENT OFFICE

MAINE

ARTICLE OF FURNITURE

'Application filed May 7

This invention relates to improvements in
an article of furniture and, with regard to
- certain more specliic features theleof to a
chiffonier comprising a multiplicity of in-

> dividual compartments so constructed and.

arranged as to provide a maximum amount

oi storage space for a given base area. An-

other object of the invention 1s to provide an
article of this nature having compartments
10 of various sizes and shapes so arranged that
all are accessible substantially from the front
of the article. Other objects of the invention
will appear from the following description
and the ACCOTAPARY ing claim. Tn the draw-

15 inﬁs —

Figure 1 is a front elevation of an article
u¥ furm‘ture embodying the 1mproved iea-—
tur es,, for purposes of 1llummuon only.

Figure 2 is an end view of the same ar-

<0 ticle as it appears from the right of Fig-
ure 1. .— -

Figure 3 1s a vertical cross-section thereof

omn mhe line 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a horizontal plan sec‘tmn on
25 the line 4—4 of Figure 1, and

Figure 5 1s a frwmentaw vertical section
on the line 5—35 of Fi gure 2 showing the con-
struction of one of the end compartments,
1% belng understood that the opposite one 1s
subs‘tanilally similar. .

Although the improvements are ‘mi.ﬁ- T
shown as embodied in a chiffonier, they nay
apply equally as well to other articles of
furniture, for example, a china closet. 1If

35 desired for tnat purpose, glass panels may
be used in place of wood in the closure mem-
bers and the drawers will afford convenient
storage space for linen.

Feferrmo' to Figure 1 of the drawings, I
have shown a construction COMPris'ng a se-
ries of compartments supported by a base
frame 1, which may consist of several sepa-

4}

race umts armnﬂed in rectangular form.

U wardly extendmg end compartments 2
45 and 3, of substantiall v the transverse width
of the frame, are provided at each end there-
of. The Space intermediate the end com
partments 1s utilized for an upper storage
chamber 4 and a series of drawers 5.
o0 The end compartment 2 may be equipped
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with shelves 6 to receive small articles. The
compartment 3 may be without shelves to be
used as a Wardmbe for suits and coats. The
chamber 4 may be provided with adjustable
shelves T adapted to receive hats or similar 55
articles of apparel.

Relferring now to Figures 3, 4 and , the
base frame 1 which is rectanﬂuldr 1mn fmm
comprising side and end rmembers may be
supported 1n the usual way by a series of 60
caster containing legs 8. An angle shaped
finishing strip 9 extends along the front of
the frame 1 cooperating with similar end
strips 10 to provide simple construction and
yet neat appearance at that portion of the 65

cabinet. I prefer to employ a sub-base frame
11, the front and end members oi which are
narrower in order to meet the inner edoe
of the horizontal flange on the finishing str1ps
9 and 10.
1s flush with the upper faces of the strips.

A series of upright frame members 12, 13
and 14 suitably mounted upon the_frame 1
cooperate with a top frame 15, of substan-
tially the same proportions as the base frame 75
1, to complete the frame stricture of the.
cabinet. The top frame is preferably pro-
vided with mtermedlate cross members 16 to
add rigidity to that portion thereof and is
aaapted to receive and support the cabinet €0
top member 17 which may consist of several
mdn 1dual hoards as shown.

The upright frame members 12 and 13, al-
ready mentioned, are arranged and deswned
to serve also as door fmmes for compart- 85
ments 2 and 3. Doors 18 are shown as hinged
at 19 to the upright members 13. It should
be noted that the doors open at or near the
iront of the cabinet and swing toward the
back thereof as shown by dotted lines in ¥Fig- 90
ure 4. The uprights are rabbeted at 20 fo
provide a door jamb and are therefore de-
signed to perform the double function of
support and door frame.

The members 13 may also be rabbeted to 95
receive the back panel 21 of the cabinet as
clearly shown in Figure 4. Narrow panels .
29, suitably attached to members 12 and 13,
serve to close the spaces between the uppet“
edges of the doors 18 and the top 17. These 100

'This also provides a sur face which 70
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panels may be provided with strips 23 on
their inner surfaces to form a door stop. A
pair of long, narrow panels 24 are suitably
supported by the uprights 12 and 14, ex-
tending from the base frame 11 to the top 17,
thereby completing the outside closure means
for compartments 2 and 3.

Upright transverse partitions 25 serve to
separate the compartments 2 and 3 from the
drawers and compartment 4 above referred
to. These partitions are attached at their
front edges, to the uprights 14 and at the
rear edges thereof to the back panel 21 by
means of backing strips 26 suitably secured
to all three members. That portion of their

surfaces adjacent the compartment 4 is pro-

vided with bracket members 27 for support-
ing the shelves 7 therein.

The closure means for the compartment 4
comprises & vertically slidable panel 28
mounted in rabbeted guideways 29 formed in

- the uprights 14 and is held in position by
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narrow gulde strips 30 secured to the up-
rights In any suitable manner. Backing
strips 31 provided at the upper and lower
inner edges of the slidable panel 28 co-
operate with the flanges on the uprights i4
to form the outline of the opening to com-
partment 4, Any common type of spring-

, pressed plunger 32 may be mounted in the

lower edge of the panel 28, adapted to co-

operate with a socket (not shown) supported

by the lower strip 31, to retain the panel
in closed position as shown in Figure 1. A

- handle 33 is provided at the upper edge of

the panel 28 to facilitate operation thereof.

it will be clear, that by withdrawing the
plunger 32 from its socket, the panel 28 may
then be lowered to a position adjacent the
strip 9 and in front of the drawers 5 thereby
affording access to compartment 4.

A floor portion 34 adjacent the sub-base 11
occupies the longitudinal space between the
doors 18 and transversely substantially the
width of the sub-base. This construction not
only forms a support for the lower drawer
5, but also provides a bottom or floor, for
compartments 2 and 3.

A series of drawer supporting shelves 35
are supported by the partitions 25, prefer-
ably by a tongue and groove construction as
snown in Figure 5. Another similar shelf-
like member 36 separates the drawer section
from the compartment 4 and serves as a floor
for the latter. A finishing strip 87 is applied
lengthwise of the floor 36 adjacent the strip
31.

* The construction herein disclosed provides
a maximum amount of individual storage
compartments of different shapes and styles

for a given base area. A minimum smount

of labor and material are required by the

1,897,590

and compartments. The vertically slidable

panel 28 arranged for movement in front of
the drawers to provide access to the compart-
ment 4 perm:ts easy access to the entire depth
of the compartment.

What I claim is:— .

An article of furniture comprising spaced
vertical frame members and top and bottom
frames cooperatively associated therewith to
define opposite end frames; a rear wall, front
paneling, and transverse partitions secured
to said frame members to define opposite end
compartments, swinging doors for the op-
Fosite end compartments hinged respective-
y to rear vertical frame members, a horizon-
tal dividing partition for the central com-
partment fixedly mounted between the trans-
verse patrtitions which define the opposite
end compartments, and a plurality of draw-
ers and slidable mountings therefor in the
central compartment below said dividing
partition.

Signed by me at Sanford, Maine, this 18th
day of April, A. D. 1931.

ALBERT ROHATUT.

foregoing method of assembly and a further

characterizing feature of the inverntion re-
sides in the halanced arrangement of frame
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