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My invention relates to new and useful 1m-
provements in machines for automatically in-
structing golfers as to the correct manner of
swinging a golf club. o

After years of observation and study I
have come to believe that the great majority
of golfers err in their manner of swinging
due to a faulty back-swing. In other words
if a golfer makes an improper back-swing
preparatory to hitting the ball, 1t 1s almost
impossible to correct the error and make a

proper down-swing. However, it also tollows
thatif a proper back-swing is made the down-

swing will generally take care of itselt prop-
erly resulting in a correctly hit ball. .
My invention for one of its objects provides
a2 machine which automatically causes the
user to swing his golf club backwards in the
proper manner. By using my improved in-
vention the user is forced to back-swing
properly and soon acquires the “feel” of such
swing so that the swing is correctly executed
without the machine, resulting in good golf
“form”, properly hit balls and lower scores.
Another object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide an apparatus which permits the user to
actually “play” the ball while being instruct-
ed. Other devices for correcting the golf

swing have been designed for practice swings

only but my invention allows the ball to be
hit at the same time.

Another object is to provide an apparatus
that is adjustable so as to be adapted for the
instruction of a correct full swing, three quar-
ter swing, half swing, etc. -

Further objects of my invention will ap-
pear from the detailed description of the em-

bodiments shown in the accompanying draw- .

TMES .
%‘ig. 11s a plan view of the device 1n set po-
sition showing the head of a golf club and a

oolf ball in proper relative positions before

the back-swing has been started.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device
in set or cocked position also showing in dot-
ted lines its position after it has been sprung.

Fio. 3 is a section along line 3—3 of Fig, 1.

Fig. 4 1s a plan view of an alternative em-

. b . - . L] .
bodiment of my invention. '

Fig. 5 1s a perspective of
in Kig, 4. _ ' | - _

The improved automatic golf instructor
consists of a base 1 having a plurality of
downwardly extending spikes 2 secured to
the base 1 in any desired manner. To the
base 1 1s pivotally fastened a U-shaped mem-

the device _showii

ber 3, between the arms of which is hinged,

so as to allow vertical swinging movement,

a flat metal arm 4. The extreme other end

60

of said arm 4 which extends beyond the base

1 1s twisted to vertical position as at 5 so as
to receive the rectangular plate 6 which 1s

secured thereto by nuts and bolts 7. A slight-
1y bowed flat metal catch member 8 having a

65

plurality of holes is adjustably fastened to
the base 1 at a point opposite the U-shaped

member 3 by means of bolts 10 and thumb

nuts 11. Spiral springs 12 are interposed be- ‘0

tween the member 8 and the nuts 11.

Mounted on base 1 and extending vertical- |

ly upwards from a point behind 3 is a bar 13.

Connecting the upper end of 13 and the end
5 of arm 4 is an expansion spring 14 adapted
to normally hold the arm 4 in the position in-

dicated in the dotted lines in Fig. 2. One

75 -

end of the bowed member 8 1s upturned as

at 15. |

To operate, the spikes 2 are pushed into

the ground until the base 1 is flush therewith.
The arm 4 is then pulled down and under
member 8 as shown in Fig. 3 and the thumb

80

nuts 11 turned down until the desired ten- .

sion is obtained. The slightly bowed shape-

of member 8 adds friction against which the

85

arm 4 must be moved before it is released.
A golf ball 16 and golf club 17 are positioned
as shown in Fig. 1. From this position the .

player must move the club head in the direc-
tion of the arrow Fig. 1 to start his back-

90 .

swing. In order to do this he must overcome
the pressure of the springs 12 and the bowed

portion of the member 8 which acts to hold
the arm 4 in set or cocked position. As he

presses backward against plate 6, to start °

05

his back-swing the arm 8 is moved to 15

which allows it to be quickly pulled by the

spring 14 into the position shown in dotted

lines, thus releasing the resistance against
the back-swing, throwing the club head back
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and up in a proper manner. From this posi-
tion 1t 1s only natural for the player to re-

- turn the club head in the same manner, thus
hitting the ball 16 correctly. It isto be noted

5 that by using my invention the club is invol-
-'untarlly thrown backwardly and upwardly
in a correct manner, and results in the play-
er learning to so swing it voluntarily with-

out the use of the maehme
10

~and a portion 20 In a Vertleal plane.
15 portion 20 is widened at its end to form the
club head abutting member 21. The portion
19 1s pivotally secured to base 1 at 22 so as

to be adjustably pivoted in a horizontal plane
by means of the slot 22, the bolt 28 and the

20
~ the bar 13 is omitted due to the fact that

spring 14 is unnecessary for arm 18 is formed
-~ of spring metal and 1s.so shaped that its

- normal position is similax
25 shown 1in dotted lines in Flﬂ 9.

T set or cock this form of my mventlon_

the arm 18 is pulled down against the spring

action of portion 19 and hemzorntallv against
the spring action of portion 20 until por-

-30° ti1on 20 may be nosmened ]’*eneath member

8 as shown in Flgs 4 and 5. Inthis construc-
tion the same ad]ustments arc present as in-

the other structure with the addition of set
screw adjustment 24. In this manner any

35 desired amount of resistance to the mltml |

~ back-swing can be obtained.

- In the form of my 1nvent10n illustrated in -
the accompanying drawings I have ehown _
spikes for anchoring the “structure in the

40 ground. It is apparent that it may be used
mdoors as well as out 1in which case the spikes

- may be omitted and the base screwed or bolt-
ed to the floor. ' | -

Itis apparent that my invention is not lim-

45 “ited to the details of construction herein

‘shown and described, as the principle of pro-
an adj ustable resistance against a
portlon of the baek -swing of a golf club can
“be embodied in many different ways, the

viding

- 50 same general mstruetwe result bemcr ob-
" tamed
- Tclaim:

1. An automatic oolf instructor cempme-'

~ ing a golf club head ‘1b11tt1110* member mount-

55. ﬂd on a base, means for normally holdi g said:

"~ member out of the path of the head of a golf
club and means for holding said member in

the path of the head of a 0'e1f club adapted

to vieldingly resist mevement of said mem--
802 her horizontally a predetermined distance..

2. An automatic golf instructor COMPIIS-
 ing a member %dapted to be positioned in the

path of the head of a golf club and offer re-
~ sistance to the movement of the club head

- 65: durmg the initial Pportion of the back-swmg,

In the alternative form shown in Figs. 4
and 5, the arm 4 is substituted for by a
twisted flat spring metal arm 18. This arm

comprises a portion 19 in a horizontal plane
The

set screw mechanism 24 In this structure

> to that of arm 4

1,897,212

and means for directing said member out of

the path of the club head when a predeter-
mined portion of the back swing has been
completed. - -

3. An automatic golf imstructor compris-
INg a support, a member mounted on the : SuP-
'port in position to be moved by the head of
a golf club during the initial portion of the
back swing and means for offering yielding
resistance to the movement of the member

during a predetermined portwn of the back

SWINg. -

‘4. An automatic golf metrueter compris-
1ng a support, a member mounted on the sup-
port In position to be moved by the head of a
golt ‘club during the initial portion of the

70

1

80

back swing and 1 means for offering yielding

resistance te the movement of the member

during a predetermined portion of the back

SWINg and means for directing said member
out ef the path of the back swing when a pre-
determmed portion of the b‘wk swing has
been completed.

5. An automatic golf instructor for con-
trolling the movement of the head of a golf

club comprising a golf club head abutting

‘member mounted on a base, means for nor-
mally
path of the club head, means for holding said -
member out of norma,l position and behind.

holding said member away from the

the club head adapted to yieldingly resist
movement of sald member horizontally and
adapted to release said member to normal po-
sition after it has been moved horlzontally a
predetermined distance.

6. An automatic golf instructor for con-
trolling the mevement of the head of a golf

club comprising a golf club head abuttmv'
member mounted on a base, means for nor-
said member away from the

mally holding
path of the club head, means adjustable ver-
tically for holding said member behind the
club head and adapted to release said mem-

ber to normal position after it has resisted the -

back swing of the club a. predetermmed dis-
“tance. |

7. Anautomatic 0*01f instructor COIIlpI‘lSlIlO' '

a, golf ¢lub head abuttmgr member mounted on

a bftse means for normally holding said mem-
ber out of operative position, a catch adapted
~ to hold said member in operative position,
~ sald means adapted to return said member to
normal position after it has been moved hori-

zontally a predetermined distance, and yield-
ing means for resisting the movement of said
member horzontally.

8. An automatic golf instructor for con-

trolling the movement of the head of a golf
club comprising a golf club head abut tmg

member mounted on a base, means for nor-

‘mally holding said member out of operative

position. a catch mounted on said base adapt-

ed to hold said member in operative position
behind a golf club head and release it to nor-
‘mal p051t1011 after it has been moved hor:i-
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zontally a predetermined distance by the golf
club and adjustable yielding means for re-
sisting the movement of said member hori-
zont‘ﬂly.

9. Anautomatic golf instructor comprising
a golt club head abutting member mounted

on a base, resilient means for normally hold-

mg said member out of operative position, a

catch for helding said member in operative
posﬁnon behind a o*olf club head and releasing
1t to normal posmon after it has been moved
horizontally a predetermined distance, and
means whereby said predetermined distance
may be varied.

10. An automatic golf instructor compris-
ing a golf club head abuftlnfr member mount-
ed on a base, resilient means for normally
holding said member out of operative posi-
tion, a catch for hol ding said member in oper-
ative position, said resilient means adapted
to return said member to normal position
after 1t has been moved horizontally a prede-
termined distance, said catch being adjustable
vertically to form a yielding means for resist-
ing the movement of said member said prede-
termined distance.

11. An automatic golf instructor compris-

ine a golf club head abutt ting member mount-

ed on a base, resilient means for normally

wlding said member out of operative posi-

tiom, a catch for l’tolduw" sa1d member 1n oper-

ative position said resilient means adapted to
return said member to normal position after
said member has bee
nredetermined distance, threaded members
for adjustably mounting said catch on said
base, and springs adapted to exert vertical
pressure on sald catch so as to yieldingly re-
sist horizontal movement of said club head
1butting member. |

- 12. An automatic golf instructor compris-
g a golf club head abutting member pivot-
ally mounted on a base, a rigid arm mounted
on said base, resilient means connecting said
member and said arm adapted to nmmallv

hold said member out of operative position,

yielding means adjustably mounted on said
base ad‘lpfed to held said member in operative
position and resist horizontal movement, said
~esilient means adapted to return said mem-
ber to normal position atter i1t has been moved
horizontally a predetermined distance.

13. An automatic golf instructor compris-
ing a base, an arm pwot%lly mounted on said
base, a club head abutting member mounted
on the free end of said arm, an upwardly ex-
tending arm rigidly mounted on said base,
resilient means connecting said arms and
fm‘mted to normally hold said club head abut-

‘ing member above said base. a catch member
monunted onsaid base adapted to hold said club
head abutting member out of normal position
and adjacent said base, vielding means adapt-
ed to resist horizontal movement of said club
head abutting member away from said cateh,

en moved horizontally a

3

said resilient means being adapted to return
said club head abutting member to normal
position after it has been moved horizontally
away from said catch a predetermined dis-
tance. |

14. An automatic *:frolf instructor compris-
1ng a base, an arm pwotally mounted on and
e*ztendmo bﬂvond said base, a club head abut-
ting: member mounted on the free end of said
arm, an upwardly extending arm rigidly
mounted on said base, resilient means con-
necting the ends of said arms and adapted
to normally hold the free end of said movable
arm above said base, a catch member adjust-
ably mounted on said base adapted to yield-
1]:10*137 it over said movable arm and hold 1t

ut of normal position and adjacent said base,
and ’571 eldmo"w;‘ resistant means for resztstmcr
the horizonfal movement of said arm away
from said catch member. o

15. An automatic golf instructor comprls-
ng a base, an arm pwotﬁ.lly mounted on and
ﬂtendmo* beyond said base, a club head
abutting “member mounted on the free end
of sai id arm, an upwardly extending arm
roidly moumed on sald base, resilient means

connectmg the ends of said arms and adapted..

to normally hold the free end of said movable
arm above said base, a catch member adjust-
ably mounted on said base having a free end
acjacent said base adapted to it over said
movable arm and hold 1t out of normal pOFS]-
tion but
sald arm towards

the free end of said ecatch

_membel“',, acjustable vielding means for re-

sisting such movement, said resilient means
adapted to snap said pivoted arm into normal
position when said arm reaches the free end
of said catch member.

16. An automatic golf instructor compris-
12 a base, & spring arm mounted on said base
and ex xtending beyond it, adapted to yield-
mgly resist horizontal distortion and means
for quic dy removing said arm from the path

ticn at a predetermined time.

17. An automatic golf instructor compris-
Ing a base, a spring arm mounted on said
base and ehtending bevond it and forming a

club head abutfing member adapted to yield-

ingly resist horizontal distortion, means for

varying said resistance and means for quickly
removing sald arm from the path of the
force causing such horizontal distortion at a
predﬂtﬂrmmei time.

18. An automatic golf Instructor for con-

trolling the movement of the head of a golf
~club comvprising a member adapted to be

pomtloned in the path of the club head and
offer resistance to the movement of the club

head during the imitial portion of the back

swing, means for directing said member out

of the path of the club head when a predeter-
mined portion of the back swing has been

permﬁtmﬂ' horizontal movement of
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completed, and means for anchoring said
device. T -
- 19. An automatic golf instructor compris-
~ ing a support, a member mounted on: the
"% support in position to be moved by the head

of a golf club during the initial portion of _

the back swing, means for offering yielding
resistance to the movement of the member
~ during a predetermined portion of the back
10 swing and means for directing said member
- out of the path of the back swing when a
- predetermined portion of the back swing has
been completed, and means for anchoring
said support. o - |

15 20. An automatic golf instructor compris-
- Ing a base, means for anchoring said base, an
arm p1rvotally mounted on and extending be-
yond said base, a: club head abutting member
mounted on the free end of said arm, an up-

20 wardly extending arm rigidly mounted on

said base, resilient means connecting the ends
of sald arms and adapted to normally hold
the free end of said movable arm above said
base, a catch member adjustably mounted on

25 said base having a free end adjacent said
- base adapted to fit over said movable arm and

hold 1t out of normal position but permitting
~horizontal movement of said arm toward the
- free end of said catch member, adjustable
- 30 yielding means for resisting such movement,
- said resilient means adapted to snap said
- prvoted: arm into normal positon when said

arm reaches the free end of said catch mem-

ber. - R |
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