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This invention relates to Improvements in
tables adapted for use in conjunction with
machines or appropriate appliances and uten-
sils, for example, household 1roning machines
or 11.—.1nf}lﬂs that are ordinarily tco large and
too he-wy to be conveniently lifted or m:wef‘l
about from place to place by the user; or 1v
may serve a sewing machine typewriter? oas
or electric plate or a small stove.

It is an object of my invention to pr ovide

in combination with a table otf cr dmal} con-

struction a folding shelf hinged to the legs
of the table at an » pproplmtﬂ height to ac-
commodate an ironing machine and ar-
ranged to swing either torwardly or rear-
wardly, carrying the ironing machine with it.
In the forwardly p?‘OjeCtan horizontal posi-
tion of the shelf the ironing machine is lo-

cated cons ememlv for use in front of thr_,

front edge of the table top, and the entire
table surface 1s available for snrefv.ding and
piling the goods during the ironing opera-
tions. |

In the rearwardly projecting horizontal

5 position of the shelf the ironer or cther ap-

pliance is concealed beneath the table top, the
whole presenting merely the appearance of
an orcinary table.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide the shelf with a counterpoise whereby
the manual effort required to litt the ironer
up to its working position 1s minimized, also
the effort requr red to raise the shelf and
ironer into its concealed position.

With the foregoing and certain other ob-
jects in view, which will appear later in the
specification, my invention comprises the de-
vices described and claimed and the equiva-
lents thereof. - |

In the drawing 1. 1 1s a front perspec-

tive view, par tlv broken away, showmg a

table with my improvement attached.

Fig. 2 15 a fragmentary end view.

Fig. 3
portmn of the table with the shelf extended.

Fig. 4 15 a frqgmenmry end view corre-
SDondmo to Fig. 2, showing the shelf in its
rearvu‘dw folded position.

As is clearly shown in the dmwmg, the
structure comprises the table top 1 and sup-

s

1s a part secticnal hottom view of a

ports or legs 2 and a co*:mectmo* fmmewark

as rails 3.

A suitable supporting fmmeworn, such s
a folding shelf 4, is secured by hinges 5 to the
front 1eos of the table. A handle 6 at the 55

outer edﬂe of the shelf is used Tor Ialsmo

and lewering it.

The chsplaceable means for su*oportmo' the
tolding shelf in its fozwfwdw projecting
horizontal position, shown in Iig. 1, com- 69
prises pre*embly 2 foldmﬂ leg 7 that 18 se-
cured to the under side of the shelf by
hinge 8 and is stiffened by a suitable fmdmo
brace 9, so that the leg will fold flat alonﬁ'
the under edge of the shelf, as shown in I‘ws 65
9 and 3. A releasable latch 10 is mounted on
an end rail for holding the shelf in its con-
cealed position beneath the table top, as
shown 1n Hig. 4. An ironing machine or
mangle 11 is fixed to the ioldmo‘ shelf.

The counterpoeise tor the WelﬂLt of the
ironing machine consmts of an arm 112 fixed to
the under sice of the sheli at its rear edge,
a rod 13 pivoted to the arm and extending
rearwardly under the table top, a washer 14 7o
fized to the rod, a compression spring 15 on
the rod and a brace bar or abutment mem-
ber 16 secured to the under side of the table,
as 1s 1lustrated in Fig. 3 An opening 17 s
provided in this brace bar for the passage 80
of the rod 13 which slides back and forth
through 1t when the spring is compressed or
released.

The positi@n of the arm 12 with relation
to the plane of the shelf 4 is such as to cause 85
the spring 15 to be compressed when the table
is pushed downward from its forwardly ex-
tending position shown in Fig. 1. In uhat
pOS’thIl 1t 1s obvious that the spring acts as
a counterpoise to the weight of the shelf and 20
Ironing machine.

1%‘theﬂsl the leg has been folded and the shelf
has been lowezed to 1ts depe*ldmo* “position
between the front supports, the spring 15 is
under compression, and arm 12 is approxi- 9
mate]y in line with the spring, as on a dead
center. When the table is raised to the PO-
sition of Kig. 1 the spring is still in com-
pression and then exerts its greatest support-
ine force on the shelf becatse it is approxi- 100
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10
SRR {jcushloned by the compression of the spring.:
.~ ~When the shelf is at the bottom of the swing

" the operator lifts the shelf by the handle 6,
~ unfolds the leg 7, and the machine is rea,dy
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_;mately a,t mo*ht ang les to the posntlon of the
arm. Slmlhrly maximum leverage and sus-
taining force is’ exerted by the spring when -
the shelf i is in its learwa,rdly folded position,
“as shown in Fig. 4. In some applications of

_the invention the spring may be made strong’

. enough to hold the sheif in- thls p051t1011 the

latch be'ng dispensed with.

‘Upon releasing the latch 10 the shelf &nd

’11’0111110' sunport”"swmﬂ downward,. being

for use. It Wlll bﬂ noted that'by this arrange--

- ment the shelf and ironing machine are not
- only at convenient helght for the operator,:
~ but they are also conveniently placed with"

respect to the table top so the latter can be

used for both the umroqed and finished goods:.
‘When the leg 7 is down it not only sup-

;'."-jports the greater part of the weight ot shelf

. | " 4and machme 11, but also renders the table.
- more rlgld by 1 mcreasmﬂ' the area, of its sup-
' . legs instead of ‘four.

porting base and carrying the Wel,g:ht on ﬁve

Prelera:al the . two 'leo's of the table a,t

" oneend are eqmpped with castors so the table

-:_._:i_ B :I clalm and d651 re to secure bv Letters Patent

35 1 In combmatlon w1th a table tOp and sup- _-

SR "_can be rolied from place to place after 1ift-—
30 ing up the other end, which is equipped Wlth
o 1efrs without castors, as shown in Fig. 1.

Havmg thus descrlbed my invention, What

__'-_;ports for the same, a shelf member hinged

- point below said top and arranged to swmg..

at its rearward edo*e to said supports at a

1 897 152

the table and a sprmg 0pera,t1velv mterposed
‘between the arm and the abutment and ar--
ranged’ to exert pressure against the arm -

for supporting the shelf in both the for-
‘wardly extended horizontal position and in
.-the rearward inverted p051t1011 of said shelf.

3. In combination with a~ table, a shelf

o

111110 ed to said table, a support for said shelf

‘i torwardly extended horlzonta,l position,
‘@ latch comprising a. sprmg hook carried by

R

‘the table top and adapted fo releasably sup- -

_port the shelf in rearwardly proj jecting posi- |

“tion beneath the table top, a machine fixed to

said shelf member, an arm projecting from
“the opposme face of the shelf and counter-

80 -

polse means mcludmg a spring Operatwely o

‘shelf is in its extended ‘position and in- the

verted concealed position. -

4. In combination with a table a shelf'_’-
hmged to said table and arranged to swing
90,
~a member supporting said shelf i in forward-:
1y extended horlzanta,l ‘position, a ‘machine
fixed to said shelf, an arm- projecting from

to an inverted position beneath the table top,

“interposed . between the table top and said
‘shelf and adapted to- exert pushing force
against the arm in.one direction when the

85

- opposite direction when the shelf 1S 1n 1ts n-

the opposite face of the shelf, and counter-

‘poise means including aspring operatwely

interposed between. the table top and the arm

-and adapted to exert pushing force a,,c_{amst

the arm below the hinge when the shelf i 1Isin .

© its extended position and against the arm h
above the hinge when the shelf 18 1n 1ts in- |

Verted concea,led position.

In test'!mony whereof, I &ﬂ'ix' mv mgnature- -

WALTER O SUSTINS

a 'between said Supports t0 an mverted posi-

4 ‘tion beneath the top, a

a latch carried by the . -
. _table and positioned to releasably engage the

- shelf member when in said inverted position, =

. amachine fixéd to said shelf member, a down- -

- wardly extended arm fixed to the opposite =~ =
face of the shelf near its hinged edge, an abute-"- -
- ment member fixed to the table, a spring op--
- - eratively interposed between said arm and -

. abutment member and arranged to counter-

. poise said shelf in its forwardly extended
position by exerting thrust against the arm =
 below the hinge and to counterpmse the shelf

- ..1n 1ts rearward position by exerting thrust__-

N -_ao'a,mst the arm above the hmﬂ'e

"92: In combination with 2 table com'prlsm o
a t0p and supports therefor., _ L
~-at one edge to said table,a member support-

‘shelf hinged

e ing the shelf in. forwardly extended hori- . . .

. 60.

. zontal pos1t1on a latch: pos;ttloned to releas- -~
- ably'en gage and support the shelf in rear- ~ = -

‘wardly pro]ectmg inverted position beneath - . o
~the table top, a machine fixed to said:'shelf . Sl
" member, and SPrmg-actuated counterpmse]-;’__,_ U I DR
~° means oper.f«j,t:welw,:r mterpesed between the top. .

- and shelf, said means comprising an arm se- . . o
';‘;_cured to a Lace of the shelf an a,butment on LT e

RS . .. W - - l_.
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