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“This invention relates to a ﬂ‘uard for field
crates, packing crates, boxes and other con-
tainers to protect the same against being
crushed or otherwise damaged by the ropes,
chains or the like commonly employed to
fasten a number of crates, boxes or the hike 1n
stacked relation on trueks wagons or other
vehicles, and has crenerally in view to provide

a snnple inexpensive, practical device of this

character which is strong and durable, highly
efficient 1n use, and which may be advan-
tageously used in connection with practically
all ordinary types of crates, boxes and other
containers. |

With the foregoing general purpose in

view, the invention consists in the novel fea-
tures of construction, and their novel ar-
rangement in a device of the present kind,
as will be hereinafter more tully desembed
illustrated in the accompanying drewmﬂ
and defined in the appended claims.

~ In the drawing, wherein like characters of
reference denote eorresponding parts 1n the

- different views:—
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Figure 1 1s a perspectwe View 1llustratmﬂ*
the utlhty of the invention.

Figure 2 is an enlarged perspeetwe VleW
of the cuard ; and

Figure 3 is a central cross section throuorh

the uard

In the transportation of crates and boxes

of fruit, vegetables and the like, 1t 1s common
pract1ce to stack the crates or boxes on ve-
hicles such as wagons, trucks or cars, and to
secure the crates or boxes in stacked rela-
tion by means of ropes or chains drawn
tightly over the same. Ordinarily, the ropes
or chains have direct contact with the crates
or boxes, and while this is not particularly
harmful to the intermediate crates or boxes,
it frequently happens that where the ropes
or chains extend across the outside crates or
boxes the latter become seriously damaged

due to the crushing effect of the ropes or

chains thereagainst, pertlcularly at the places
along their corners which are engaged by the
ropes or chains. This represents a material
loss, not only in respect to damaged crates
and boxes, but also in respect to the damage
done the fruit or other goods contained 1n
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the crates or boxes. Accordingly, the pur-

‘pose of the presem invention is to provide
a guarcd which will permit securing of the

crates or boxes by ropes, chains or the like
in the usual manner, and which will serve
effectively to protect the crates or boxes and
their contents ugemst damage by the secur-
ing elements. |

To the foregoing end, the 1mmvention remdes
in the provision oI sither a cast ouard, or a

60

ouard pressed or otherwise: formed f:r:om'

rehtwely heavy sheet metal, comprising, as
best 1llustrated 1n Fig. 2, a eomewhat elon-
oated body por tion of ennuhr cross section
1nclusive of a top horizontal flange, desig-
nated as 10, and a front vertical ﬁeno'e d1—

rected downwardly from the ton ﬂanoe and

designated as 12.

In accordance with a preferred embodl-_

ment of the invention the top flange 10 1s
formed 1n two sections c“L_eeigneted as 102,
102, respectively, which are spaced apart at
their inner ends and flanged upwardly as at
14, 14, respectively, to form a flanged recess
16 medmlly of the top flange for a purpose
which will presentiy appear.

Each upwardly directed flange 14 extends
preferably from the rear edge of its related
top flange section 10® to a Domt spaced rear-
wardly from the plane of the inner face of
the vertical front flange 12 a cistance ap-
proximating the thlehneee of the usual slats
or boards from which field crates, packing
crates and the like are formed, and from such
point each flange 15 d1 rected a limited dis-

(Y

tance inwardly towards the other flange 14 as

incicated at 18, -

Kach top fiange section 10° 1 merges gradit-
ally into 1ts related upwardly d irected ange
14 through a rounded Allet-like formation 20,
and, llkewse rounded outer corners 22 are
prmflded at the junction of the flanges 14
with the flanges 18, thege rounded corners
merging _emduwly with the rounded outer
corners 24 at the junction of the flange sec-
tions 10* with the front flange 12. g

A ﬁange 28, prefembly coextensive 1n
length with the front flange 12, extends out-
WELI'{IHV from said flange 192 at or near the
bottom thereof, and in said flange 26 is

§{
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- with its top

- over the top of the container, and the ropes,

~ chains or the like employed to secure the
~ container are extended over the guard and
. 10 through the slot or eye 28 in the flange 26.
- Thus, due to the inherent I‘lgldltY of the
L “n*uard and to the. relatwely extensive bear--,;
- ?1110' area of the same against the container,

~ . any cuttmg or crushma of the latter by the]*'
15 securing element or elements when the same.
SR 1s or are drawn tight,is effectively avoided.

- -ments ma,y

.'._t.'-,ﬁ?_—_'-._ment or elements.
- fest that by

;-Ielements

-y
"

'-_“formed an. eloncated slot 28 the inner s1de
-.-Wall of which is constltuted by the ﬂ::.mge 12.
In the use of the guard the same is dis-

osed with its front ﬂanﬂ'e 12 agamst the

| s1de of the cra,te box or other container and
ﬂanﬂ'e 10 es.tendmg inwardly

"By the provision of the flange 926 having

“g.'the slot 28 therein, and. by passing the se-
. curing element or elements through the slot
~ 20.ip said flange, the securing element or ele-

- ments'is or are held effectively agamst slid- 0

.. ing off of the guard onto the container, but -
‘at.the same tlme the elongation of the slot
:permlts all necessary movement of the se-
25 curing element or elements along the guard
S "-.durmo* tlghtenmg of the securing element or
R ‘In this- onnectmn, it 18 epparenti
' that, if desired, the securing element or ele-
' be knotted to either or both sides
~of the flange 26 in ‘order to retain the guard
- in a given position along the: securing ele-

Furthelmore ‘1t°1s mani-

 securing element or elements by the guard 18

- effectively avoided.” =~ -
Most ﬁeld and peckmo crates ha,ve a cen- g

‘the top edges of the sides of the crates. Thus,

- the spacing apart of the inner ends of the'."_ o
~;:sa1d top flange sections merging ‘with-said

o flange sections 10® serves to accommodate the -
- op-‘flange sections: through rounded fillet-

central pa,I'tltIOIl of the crate when the guard b
is used o such crates, and the resulting in- .

‘Moreover,- the up-

-+ wardly directed ﬂanges 14 by takm a rela-
7 5{)[ tively broad bearing against the 51des of-the..
- partition, meterlally a551st m- preventmg-_-_-

~ crushing of the crate by the ouard, and, asis

~ apparent, by reason of the d1spos1t1011 of the-'

- of the crate. partition while the- ﬂange 1218 0% bodv ha t
~ engaged against the side of the crate, so that ~gated body having top and bottom flanges
-~ gagement w1th - psrtltloned ‘crate of the -
- character mentloned and as 1llustrated in the
- dra,wmg, sub;stantlally all of ‘the heermg___‘

~ faces of the guard have firm bearing engege- -

’-?; 65 ment W1th the releted pal ts of the cra,te, thus’

reason of the ﬂ'radual rounded P

'""-"_---.-“_.merger of the different ﬂanges of the guard

. 35 -‘with each other, any chafing or cutting of the

further ass1stmg in the accomphshment Of

‘the purpose of the guard.

Without further deserlptlon it is thought '

“that the features and advanta,ges of the In-
vention will be readlly apparent to those
skilled :in the art, and it will of course be

understood, that oha,ncres in the :Eorm, propor-

tion and- minor detfuls of construction may
be resorted: to, without departing from the
- spirit of the mventmn end scope of the ap-

pended clamls
I claim:— -
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‘1. A container guard compmsmg an elon-'

geted ‘memberof angular cross section in-
-cluding a front. vertlcel ﬂange, top rearward-
1y directed ‘flange sections spaced: apart-at
. their inner énds to promde a space to.receive =
the partition of ‘a container, and upwardly
~directed flanges.at the inner: ends of'said.top

85

flange sectlons for engegement Wlth the s:tdes' =2
?of the container partition, - o e

2. A-container- guard : comprlsmg an elon-f_;'
gated member: of angular.cross section in-

cluding a front vertical fling o6, top rearward-
1y dlrected flange sections: spa,ced apart at
~their inner ends to promde a space to receive
“the partition of a container, and upwardly
“directed flanges at the front of the space: bené-_ -

tween said top flange sections for: coopera-
tion-with the 'edge of the container partition,
the- rear faces of said upwardly directed
‘flanges ‘being spaced rearwardly -from- the
lane of ‘the rear face of the vertical:flange

o distance apprommately equal to the thlck-

ness of the material from Whloh the s1des of
the container are constructed. (s U
8.~ A container guard’ comprlsmg an elon- o
rated member of angular cross section in-

';-tra,l transverse portion, -and in-many in- cluding a front vertical flange, top rearward-

-stances thls psrtltlon extends UPW&]. dly above ly dlrected ﬂange sections spaced apa,rt at

1]
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their inner ends medially of the guard, up- -

merging gradually in rounded formations
with- the top flange sections and the ‘front

“wardly directed flanges-at the inner ends of

110

like formations; upwardly directed: flanges 110

o ~ terlock between the guerd and the pa1t1t10n_;.j_' at -the front Of the-space between said top .

- serves to hold the guard against sliding move-
~ment along the crate.

flanges formed as integral extensions of said
first' mentioned upwardly directed- ﬂa,nges, P
the outside corners at the junction:of theup-
~wardly directed flanges being rounded and - 115

flange, the rear faces of ‘the second men-
ﬁ-':thIled upwardly directed flanges being dis-

'plane of the inner face of the ﬂancre 19, sa,ld- posed rearwardly of the pla,.ne Of the rea,r |

' flanges 18 are permltted to engage the edger’"f;“f"?‘ce of the front flange. -

120_ '

4. A contamer gua,rd comprlslng an: elon- e

“offset in. opposite ‘directions, said top ﬁange
‘when the guard is placed operatwely In en- hemg adepted to engage and be supported by

‘a -container, and-means formed with the top
flange: for mterlockuw engagement with. a

-'-'_conta,mer partition to hold the guard against

~endwise movement: rela,twe to. the: contamer S
Wthh supports the guard and sald bottom 130
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flange being provided with a rope receiving
eye. -
5. A container guard adapted to shield the
contaimmer from abrasion by a rope compris-
ing a body adapted to assume a substantially
vertical position in use when applied to a
container and having top and bottom flanges
offset in opposite directions, the bend be-
tween the body and the top flange constitut-
ing a rope chafing guard, a projection on the
top flange constituting a rope abutment, and
said lower flange being provided with an
opening for receiving the rope. |

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
WILLIAM C. NORTH.
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