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~ 'This invention relates to trousers hangers,
and particularly to hangers which are pro-
vided with downwar dly extending arms
which are adapted to enter the trousers legs -

5 and thereby engage trousers so that they may

be hung up by ” the hanger. -

One of the objects of the invention is to
provide an improved trousers hanger.

‘A further object of the invention is to
provide an improved trousers hanger which
is adapted to be expanded by one ha:ﬂd after
it 1s inserted in the trousers legs. -

A further object of the invention is to Pro-
vide a trousers hanger provided with means
for automatically lmldmn' same 1n expanded
condition, said means bemﬂ' readily releasable
to enable the hanger to be withdrawn from
the trousers.

Other objects, advantages and capabﬂltles
will hereinafter appear from the following
description of a preferred embodiment of the

~ 1nvention, taken 1n con]unctmn with the ac-

Rilt

40

50

companying drawing, in which |

Figure 1 “shows an elevation of a trousers
haneel embodying the invention in collapsed
condition a trousers leg being shown in dot
and dash lines to iustrate the manner In
‘which the hanger is inserted therein; and

Fig. 2is a perspective view of the hanﬂ'er 1D
etpqnded condition.

Referring to the drawing the 1mpr0ved
hanger comprises two relatwely slidable
frame members 10 and 11 which may suitably
be formed from single pieces of wire. Each
frame member comprises a central length 12,
at each end of which the wire 1s formed into
small loops 13 which lie in the vertical plane
of the length 12. Beyond the loops 13 the
wire 1S promded w1th outwardly directed
bends 14 from which extend the parallel main
lengths 15 of the frame members It will be
noted that these main lengths 15 of one frame

member pass through the loops 13 of the other

frame member so th‘lt these two members are

motmnted together for free relative sliding.
Tt will be noted in Fig. 2 that the loops 13
of the frame member 10 are directed down-

wardly while the loops 13 of the frame mems-

ber 11 are directed upwardly so that the main

lengths 15 of the frame member 10 are lo-

| 1eGS

‘Serial No. 547 476.

cated above the mem lenﬂths 15 of the freme

‘member 11.

The wires of Wthh the frame members are
formed are bent downwardly to provide arms

16 which are adapted to enter the trousers =2
preferred to provide the arm 16

1t 1s
Wlth friction members 17 so that they may

more positively engage the fabric. The fric-

‘tion means may eultebly take the form of
fine wire coiled around the arms 16.

ly parallel to and adjacent the arm 16, there-
by holding the friction means 17 in p081t10n
and also brmomcr the rough cut ends of the

wire into a protected posme*l where they can

do no injury to the garments or to the hands
of the user.

Resilient means are prowded which tend
to collapse the frame members 10 and 11 into
the position shown in Fig. 1. This resilient

means may preferably take the form of a
coil spring 19 formed of wire, the ends 20

of which are relatively long and. are bent as

The ex- -

treme ends 18 of the wire are turned upward-
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shown in Fig. 2. The ends 20 are bent at

21 smbsi}entlallyr 90 degrees and are further
bent at 22 so as to direct the outward por-

‘tions of the lengths 20 downwardly towards
the lengths 12 of the frame members 10 and

11, to which the extremities of the lengths
20 are secured by bending as shown at, 23.
Intermediate the bends 22 and the extremi-
ties 23, the lengths 20 are provided with fin-
ger pleces o4, suitably formed by bending

the wire stock ontwardly and inwardly so
as to provide closed loops.

that the portions of the lengths 20 between

It will be noted ¢
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the bends 21 and 22 are opposﬂ:ely arranged
relative to the positions of the lengths 20 ad-

jacent the coil 19. Th1s arra,no*ement tends

to keep these portions in coetect and tends
‘to maintain the lengths 20 in a single plane.
Meane are promded to maintain the hang-

er in expanded condition against the action
of the spring 19. Such means may suitably
comprise a ratchet rack bar 25 preferably
formed from a strip of sheet metal. Therack
bar 25 1s provided adjacent one end with an
opening through which the central length
19 of the frame member 10 passes. The bar
25 extends between the lengths 20 over the
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central lencrth 12 of the frame member 11 frame member to mamtam sald members 1n

Cand is prowded along ‘its lower edge with
ratchet teeth - 26. . rr‘he faces of the ratehet
~teeth 26 are cut so that, they pass freely over.

5 said central length 12 when the frame mem-"

~bers 10 and 11 are extended by the finger
- members -24 and prevent oollapsmo move-
" ment-when the finger pieces are released. To

collapse the hanger, it is' merely necessary...
10 to displace the ratchet bar 25 upwardly. The

lengths 20 prevent excessive upward move- °
- ment of the ratchet bar 25 so that the. latter

can always be brought into operative’ post '_?.
~ tion by turmng the hanger towards the ver-:

15 tlcal

The Operatlon 1s as follows -
__'The hanger is collapsed in the manner in-

dlcated above, and the arms 16 ‘are inserted -

“in the open bottom ends of the trouserslegs.”

20 ThlS operation may suitably be effected upon -

the surface of the table or the like so that the -
“arms 16 may be readily located opposite the .
-creases.. The hanger is:-then extended by

pressmg ‘the ‘finger members 24 together s0-

25 -as to cause the arm 16 to engage’ the trousers-

30 ‘gagement theremth

legs “The hanger is then t1lted Sllﬂ'lll}ly to-
Wards the ‘vertical position which causes-the
rack 25 to engagé the central length 12 of the
frame member 11, if it'is not already in en-.

laps:mg of the hanger. .

able support by means of thecoil spring 19:
Tt is to be understood that the devicé may -
be modified in many ‘ways within the scope

of my ‘invention.. Thus, for. eaample, only
S ___'_.__?;':'_*one pair of'arms 16 may be promded and the
- "device may be otherw1se altered so asto adapt -

40 ‘it for supportlng ladies’ skirts and othet gar-

mients: ‘Furthermore; while T haye: shown the
frame members 10 and 11 and’ the’ spring 19..
“formed of separate lengths of wiré, they may

“all-be formed of the - ‘same’ lenfrth sultablv

45 ‘bent to acoomphsh this purpose. Other mod--

1ﬁcatlons may be made in the. devme Wltlnu

the terms of the appended: claims. " 5 &
Havmg thus desorlbed my 1nvent1on what

I claim is new. and des1re to seoure by Let—'
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10 In a trousers hanger 1n comblnatlon ‘q

palr of means adapted to- enter a- trousers
leg, Tesilient means- tending “to move- said

“trousers engaging means to approaeh ‘éach -

55 “other, manually operated means for -extend-
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65 member and adapted to engage the other

~ing said trousers engaging means, and. means

ada.pted to maintain said trousers engacrlng
means 1n. extended ‘condition: -- -

~2.'In a trousers hanger, 1noomb1natlon ‘a8

palr of frame members secured together -
“glidable relation, arms oarrled by said mem- -

bers adapted to be-inserted in'a trousers leg,-

~a spring tending to collapse said frame mem- -
bers and a ratohet bar mounted on one frame -

1 897 073

‘The appropriate tooth -
“26 engages said length:12 and- prevents: col-
The trousers’ may -
~then be supported upon a nail or’ ‘other suits

.......

extended condition.

‘8. In'a trousers hanger, in comblnatmn a .

pa1r ‘of frame members secured together in-
slidable relation, arms carried by said mem-

‘bers.in thie direction to decrease the .distance -
“between said arms, and means for preventmg
sa1d movement.. SN -

4 In'a trousers hanger, in. combmatlon,

palr of wire frame members, each COIIIPI'IS- o

o short central length and major lengths

fextendmg therefrom in . ‘parallel relation,
- each frame member compmsmg loops ad]a-.

centsaid central: length in which- the major

lenﬂ‘ths of the other frame member are. re-

celved the ends of the major lengths being -
‘turned downwardly:to prowde arms adapted .

“to be inserted in trousers legs, a spring adapt-
“ed to act on said frame tnembers,.and a ratoh--

‘et bar. mountefl ‘on:one frame member and

malntaln said frame members in. desired con:
“dition" of ad]ustment agalnst the aotlon of

..... the sprmo'
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_adapted to engage the other frame memberto

ao;_f' B

5. Ina trousers hanger, m" oomblnatlon, -

palr of wire frame members, each: COIIlpI‘IS- -

‘ing ‘& short central length and major lengths
extending therefrom in parallel rel ation, each -
frame member comprising loops ad] acent said
“central length in which the major lengths of -
~the other frame member are received, the ends

“of the major: lengths bemg turned down- -

Wardly to -provide arms adapted to be in--
serted ‘in trousers’ legs, a spring . connected
“to said central. lengths, and -a ratchet bar
pwotallyr mounted on one central length and .

-adapted-to engage the other- oentral length |

to: malntaln sa1d frame member in desired"

95_.
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-condition of ad]ustment acralnst the aotlon

of the Spring: -

6 Ina trousers hanger in combmatlon a

pa1r ‘of wire frame members; each oompns-
.Ing a ‘short central length and major lengths
xtendlng therefrom in: parallel relation, -

110_‘ o

“each frame member- compr1s1ng Toops- ad]a----ﬁ

‘cent said’ central length in‘which: the major

lengths of the other frame members are re- . =
115_' B

- ceived, ‘the ends of the major. lengths bemg
turned downwardly to provide arms: adapted

‘to_be inserted in-trousers legs, a-coil spring . |

“having extensions-¢ennected to said:central
‘Jengths and. normall‘j;»r tending to move-said
frame members into extended condition, and"

a ratchet bar pivotally mounted on one cen-

tral length and adapted: to- maintain ‘said -
“frame “in desired: condltlon of admstment

-against the action of ‘the spring, while per-

“mitting manual oollapsmg movement ‘of the
members against the -action-of the spring.:
7 TIn a‘trousers hanger, in oombmatlon, ar

120
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pa1r -of wrire frame members, each oompr1s-

ing’a short central length and’ major lengths

e:s:tendmg therefrom m parallel relatmn, each

70
bers adapted to be inserted in a trousers leg,
8 Spring: tendmg to move said- frame mem- -
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frame member compmsmg loops ad] acent
said central length in which the major lengths
of the other frame members are received,
the ends of the major lengths being turned
downwardly to provide arms adapted to be
inserted in trousers legs, a coil spring hav-

ine extensions connected to said central
lencrths and normally tending to move said

frame members into extended condltlon, and

“a ratchet bar pivotally mounted on one cen-

tral length and adapted to maintain said
frame in desired condition of adjustment
against the action of the spring, while per-
mlttmn manual collapsing movement of the
members against the action of the spring,
said e\tensm:ﬂs of the spring being bent to
provide finger members whereby the frame
members may be collapsed.

8. In a trousers hanger, in combination, a
pair of frame members secured together 1n
slidable relation, arms carried by said mem-
bers adapted to be inserted in a trousers leg,
and a ratchet bar mounted on one frame
member normally tending to engage the other
frame member, said ratchet bar being adapt-
ed to permit the extension of one frame rela-._
tive to the other and being adapted to pre
vent collapse of said frames under the force .
applied to the arms by the trousers leg, untll

manually released.

9. In a trousers h anger, in combination, a
pair of wire frame members inter connected to
slide one upon the other, arms carried by

said members adapted to be inserted in a
trousers leg, and a ratchet bar pivotally
mounted on one frame member and adapted
to engage the other frame member, said
ratchet bar having sawlike teeth adap ted to
permit free extension of the frames one rela-
tive to the other, and prevent relative collapse
of the frames until the ratchet bar 1s manual-

iy elevated. - -

10. In a trousers hancfer In combination,
means adapted to enter ‘the trousers leg, re-
silient means tending to move said trousers
engaging means to approach each other,
mammlly operated means for extending said
trousers engaging means, and means adapted
to maintain said trousers engaging means n
a plurality of extended relations.

11. In a trousers hanger, in combination, a
palr of frame members secured together in
slidable relation, arms carried by said mem-
bers adapted to be mnserted 1n a trousers leg,
a spring tending to move said frame mem-
bers 1n the direction to decrease the distance
between said arms, and means for preventing
sald movement adapted to maintain sald arms
spaced at an adjusted distance.

In witness whereof, I hereunto subscrlbe
my name this 26th da of June, 1931.

HUGO SJOWALL.
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