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The invention relates genera,lly to a car-
tridge feeding mechanism, and more particu-
larly to a cartmdcre magazine for use with
firearms of the class having a belt feed and

5 a feed channel through whlch the cartridge

belt is adapted to be fed, such as is shown
~ for -example, in the Letters Patent of the

United States to John M. Browning, No.
1,293,021, dated February 4, 1919 for Auto-

10 matlc machine ouns.
Heretofare, in arms of this class, con81der-

able time ‘was lost in applying a filled car-

t1 idge belt to the arm to replace an empty
belt, “becanse after the box or magazine con-.
15 tammg the filled cartridge belt had been

brought ifto its proper operative relation
to the arm. or, in cases where a box fixed with
relation to the arm ‘was tsed, after the filled
belt had been placed therem the end of the

20 fuad belt was then broucrht into the feed

cliannel of the arm into opemtwe relation
~ thereto.

 with the means for moving the belt throuc-*h

said chanmel, 1n séme cases, b

_I'_%-sald erict thrcmgh the feed clmnﬂel and in

~in the patent hereinbefore referred to, with

a hinged top ‘cover closing the feed channel,
by lifting said cover and placing the end 0{' _

the belt in the channel, ahd then closing the
cover down. Such loss of time 1n brmﬂmﬂ

a fresh cartridge siupply to the arm is 0b~_
viously ob]ectmnable where continuous oper-

ation ‘of the arm is necessary or desirable.
The number of manual operations heretofore
necessary to bring a new cartmdge supply

into operative relation to the arm is also ob-

jectionable, especially 1n the use of such-arm
on aircraft, such ascombat planes, where the
49 ag well as to the operation of the arm.

Tt 4s an object of the invention to overcome

these objections by providing a novel im-
proved construction whereby a cartridge belt

~can be easily brought into operative relation
° with ‘the arm *mth which it is adapted to be

N
1

used with ‘a minifmim of manual handhng-

and with the utmost dispatch.

This object is attained by' prdwdmg a_
magazine for said cartridge belt, readily as-

SEmbled on and locked to the arm and ‘having

threadmﬂ* :

other ‘cases where the arm was provided, as

pilot has to attend to the-control of his plane -

1,800,594

means whereby the end of the flexible car-

tridge belt which extends some distance out-
side the exit opening of said magazine, is

supported and automatically b10u0'11t 111t0_

operative relation with the feed mechamsm

of the arm in the act of assembling said maga-.

zine on the arm.

65

‘With this and other ob]ects in view, as

will appear from the following dlsdosure,_
- the 1nvention resuéles 1n the commbination of

60

parts set forth in the specification and cov-

ered by the claims appended “thereto

~In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a machme 0‘1111'_
with a magazine embodymcr the mventwn

app plied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a left-hand 51de view: of a portlon

invention a,pplled thereto.

- Fig. 3 1s a rear view ‘of the oun W1th a

of the gun ivith a magazine embodymcr the o

magazine embodymg the 1nvent1011 apphed

Fig. 4 1s

top view of a portlon of the_-
. hmﬁ'ed top-cover-of the gun casing with parts
for securing the magazine mounted thereon.
Hig. 51s a rlght hand side view of the top

cover, and a portion of the magazine show-

mg the connection between said members

 Fig. 6 is a-rear end view of the spool car-
1y1110 the cartridge belt, detached; the last 8¢
car tridge in the belt 1S shown in dotted lines.

Fig. 7 is a right-hand view of said spool,
detached with the last cmtudge n the belt
mdma,ted mn dotted lines.

Fig. 8 is'a rear view of the retam:mg paw] '

detached o
Fig. 91 158 rlght hand ‘Vlew of sald pa,wl de-

tached.

magazine, showmcr them.in the relative posi-

“tion they occupy n the a@t of. assembhnﬂ* the

magazine on'‘the gun..

Fw 11 as a- vertlcal tl ansverse sectlon 011 |

an enlarged scale and as seen from the rear
through the tr ansverse feed channel of the
oun with the detachable magazine in place
thereon the rear closing dlsk or covVer of
the ma crazme has been removed to show ‘the

ar ranwement of the cartmdcre belt Wlthm the

HIEE ga zme

g, 10 s a rear view of the gun a;nd the' N
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cover removed a portmn of the casmo' be-
ing broken &way

Fln' 13 1s a front view of a portion of the

magazine adjacent the exit opening thereof.
Fig. 14 is a rear view of the rear closin
cover of the magazme, detached and w1th the.
p&rts carrled thereby. | -
Fig. 151s a rlo*ht-hand view of c:ald cover,
detached and with the parts carried there-

by; a portlon of the cover has been broken

‘away to more clearly show certain fea,tures 'verucal

of construction.

Figs. 12 to 15 mcluswe, are shown on  the
same scale as Fig. 11. |

In the dmwmgs, the parts of the gun to
which the invention has been shown appuedr

are shown more or less diagrammatically in

dot and dash lines, while the novel featmes}

are shown in full llnes

~ casing 1 having the hinged top cover 1* which

25

closes the transverse feed channel 2 provid-
ed through the front block 3 of the casing

above the barrel 4. -
The feed slide 5. carrying the SPring- actu-
ated depending feed pa,wl 6 1s mounted, as

~ usual, for transverse reciprocating movement

30

in the under side of the laterally-widened
portion of the top cover 12 for advancing the

~to bring the cartridges successively into the

39

40

49

- 5 and the feed

50
55
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central longltudmal plane of the gun, where

they are withdrawn from the belt “and trans-
ferred to the barrel chamber by the usual
‘mechanism (not shown).

The usual stop pawl T engaﬂes the car-
tridges successively to prevent retrograde
movement of the cartridge belt after the same

has been operatively connected with the ogun.
provide for the rapid and convenient
bringing of a full cartridge belt into posi-
tion with its end in the transverse feed chan-

To

nel 2 in position to be actuated by the feeding
mechanism of the gun, such as the feed &,hde

and connected to the gun so as to substan-

tially maintain the la.teral balance of the gun

even when the magazine is full of cartrldges?

‘the center of gravity of the cartridges and
- magazine being substantially in the v ertlcfﬂ :

longltudmal plane of-the gun

The cartridge feed belt 9 is shown in the
drawings as comprising a metal -disintegrat-

Ing belt in which the cartridges 10 foxm the
pivotal connection between the belt links,

but it is to be understood that other types of
belt are equally adapte.d for use in connec-

| tlon with the invention.
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‘The magazine 8 is detachably secured to

- the casing 1 in the form of the 1nvention se-

lected for 111ustrat1011, by a connection which

1, 300 504

12 1s a rlght hand side view of the
magazine, detached, with the rear closing

~ zlne, see Mig.
The gun shown compriges the usual breech

pawl 6, a magazine 8 is pro-
vided for carrying the cartmdwe feed belt §

permits the same to be qmckly connected to

the gun by simply moving 1t la,tera,lly rela-

tive to the gun from the position shown 1n

Fig. 10 to the position shown in Fig. 3.
Such connection may. comprise a “member

o
11, T-shaped in cross section, see Figs. 4 and
g 5, secured transversely to the top cover 1* of

tﬂe casing, as by the screws 11*; said member.

'coopemtes with a cmrespondmg groove, see
Higs. b and 12 in the downward pm]ectlon

82 at the side of the magazine 8.

The magazine 1s 1n thls way 10¢kéd agamst. ”

zmd longitudinal movement.
lock it also ag&mgf transverse movement
when in its assembled position, a spring-

To '_  |

80

actuated latch 12 is provided, said latch be-

ing pivoted on a pivot stud 12* secured in

the top cover, and having a forwardly pro-

Jecting nose 190 adapned to enter a notch 12¢
in the downward projection 82 of the ma,gaa ;
11. As clearly shown in Figs.
4 and 5 5, the latch 12 is actuated to its opera-:

tive 1’*051t10"1 by the spring 127 seated In a

recess in-the latch and acting at its outer end
through a plunger against the abutment pin:
pin 12f limits the movement. of the

19¢. A
latch under the tension of its spring.
To guide the groove in the downward

pro-
Jection 8* of the magazme n assembhng sa,ld" -

magazine on the gun, over the T-shaped ¢
“member 11, said member is formed with for-

cartridge belt with a step-by-step movement- ward and rearward inclined surfaces at its

through the feed channel from left to right

00

left-hand end see Bw 4. The nose 12° of

the latch 12 is also fmmed with an inclined
surface to allow 1t to be automatlcally.
cammed back against the LQHSIOI]. of the
spring 12¢ when the magazine is being as-
- sembled on the gun until, when- sald maga,-;. "

100

zme is in -its assembled p051t1011 the nose =~

of the latch has come opposue the notch 12¢, 105 -- |

into which it is moved by its spring 129, ther o

by 1ochmg the magazine 1n place.

The latch 12 is prowded with a rear wardlyj

extending arm having at its end an upwa‘rd_ *

1:)1?0]@0131011 198, see Figs. 4 and .5, which is

e

adapted to be eno'a,ged by the hand of the

~operator to press the latch to its inoperative
position, thereby relea,smcr the magazme tor

removal. - -
"The mf‘a.gazme 8 may be of a,ny sultable

~chape, but as shown in the drawings, it com-

prises a casing of generally cylindrical form.

removable cover 8> closmg its rear end.

To permit easy insertion of the cartridge belt:
within the same, the magazine has a ﬂanged' -
120
The body portion of the magazine casing
‘has connected with 1t parts 8 forming a belt

passage having its exit opening 8' so located

that 1t 1s adapted to connect with the trans-

verse feed channel 9 of the firearm when the

125

maﬂ'a,?me 18 1N assembled relation thereto.
Secured centrally to the forward end of -

the cylindrical magazine casing 1s a stud 8°

on which is rotaiablv mounted the spool 13,
shown deL&Cﬂud n Flgs 6 a,ncl 7, , upon. Whlch

w0
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the cartridge be lt 9 is wound. The stud 8
extends rearwardly through and projects
some distance beyond the elosmﬁ* cover 8P

of the magazme see Ifigs. 2, 3 and 10, and is

formed just eut51de said cover W;th an an-.
‘nular 10(:L111ﬂ' groove 84, see Kig. 12. :

This groove 1s a&apted to cooperate with
the sides and rounded inner eml of an arcu-

ate slot formed in one side of a thn splmg ;

pivoted at 8f to the m1ts1de of the
cover 8P, sald 1a,tch Lemﬂ shown in its oP-

erative pomtmn 1in Kigs. 3 and 10, where it

latch 8

- keeps the closing cover locked in assembled

15

20

25

30

35

40

~ belt from sliding oft the spocl when wmdmg
1t on the same.

5

50

55

position; and in its inoperative position, in
Fig. 14. 1t is yieldingly held by its spring

tension in either of said positions by having a
low rounded inward projection 8% adjacent

its free end engage alternately in correspond-
ing holes 8¢ in 1he cover 8b See Higs.
and 15.

~ The flanged closmg cover 8" 1S hem aﬂamst '
rotation, as shown, by having a short por-

tion of its flange cut aw ay to form a recess
8, see Kigs. 14 “and 15, which 1s adapted to
ﬁ* A correspondm pr{)]ectlon 8 extending
outwardly from the cylindrical surtace of
the magazine casing, see Fig. 11. The flange

“of the cover 8° is also cut away 1o plow-le -
clearance for the curved passage way 8" lead- .
ing from the cylindrical caa,mbel of the

azine to the magazine exit opening 8.

mag

The flanged closmg cover 8 of the maga--
‘zine is provided with ‘a plurality of peep

c}penmﬁ's 8n arranged at varying distances
from the center of the cover to enable the

operator to readily ascertain the approximate
number of cartridges still remaining in the

magazine Wlth{)uh
cover.

The spool 13 is prowded as clearly shown
in Figs. 6 and 7, with curved projections 13

remmfmcr sald closuw

on its hub, Whmh are adapted to co-operate

with the ﬁrst cartridge in the belt to keep the

The hub of the spool 13 is

also provided with suitable means for fric-
tionally opposing the rotary movement of
the spool on the stud 8.

which is formed by longitudinally shttmg
the hub of the spool at sho*htl‘y spaced longi-
tudinal lines and pressing the metal of the
hub between said slits mwamly to form an
imdentation 18* which does not apprecmbly
interfere with the placing of the spool on the
hub, but exerts a sufficient drag on the rota-
tion of the spool to prevent a £00 rapld un-
winding of the belt durmg the operablon of

~ the gun.

6‘8
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Tt is neceSsary that the end of the belt leav-
ing the exit opening of the magazine extend

some distance from said exit opening in order
that when the magazine is applied to the
gun, the belt with the cartrid ges thereimn may
enter a sufﬁcment dﬁtance mto the transverse |

14

‘struction can be widely varied, but 1

Such means may
~ comprise the means shown in Figs. 6 and 7,

feed channel 2 to be opera*‘ed upon by the
feed mechanism of the gun. In the

cartridge belt will be outside the exit, open-
g of - “the magazine, and, if unsupported,

with the expedltmus assembhng of the maga-

zine on the gun. =
- It has been found necessary and desu able

therefore, in the practice of the invention, to
provide supporting and guiding means for

the portion of the belt and cartridges o ar-

‘ranged outside the exit opening of the maga-

zine, and the provision of such means forms

an important feature of the invention, as,

gun to
~which this invention is shown applied, this
means that the first two cartridges in the

5

would hang down and consequently nmerfele '

80

by such provision, the attachment of the

magazine to the gun with the cartridge belf

n operatwe rela,tlon with the :Eeedmcr mech-
anism of said gun, is greatly facilitated.

TIn accordance Wlth “the invention 1 pro-
vide means carried by the magazine adja-
cent the passage 8¢ and adapted to engage

the belt therein at a position separated from

the forward end of the belt. The said means
is transversely movable relatively to the fire-

arm for the purpose of moving the forward
end portion of the belt into the feed channel.

2. The magazine is also provided with
means for engaging the said forward end

o JNEN
] 4

9

portion of the belt between the belt moving
means and the entrance to the feed channel |

in order to support it prior to its movement
into the said channel. The details of con-
prefer

100

and have shown a pawl 14 which is pivoted

when the magazine is as an entirety moved
relatively to the firearm during assembly

therewith. The supporting and ouiding

means will presently be described in de: ail,

but it will be understcod that the purpose or |

function of the supporting and guiding means

is to so hold the forward end por tion of the

to the magazine and which is movable rela-
tively to the firearm for the purpese stated

105

110

belt that it can be moved into the feed chan-

el by the said pawl when the pawl is bodily

moved relatively to the firearm as already |

deseribed. |
~ The said pawl has its inner end pr o1e@tm0'
into the passage way 8* for the car tridge belf

115

for coopera,twn with the said cartmdge belt,

and its outer end 1s in position to be actuated

by the operator against the tension of the

pawl spring 142 to remove the inner end of

the pawl from its engagement with the car-

_trldﬂ'e belt when desired. |

The supporting and guiding means : for the
cartrldcre belt preferably comprises two sep-
arate members. One of these members is a

fixed guide which supports the bullet end of

the cartmdﬂ*es and is adapted to project into
the feed channel of the firearm. The other
of the members engages the head ends of the
cartridges and is pleferably movable with

uO
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lever being pivoted at 15‘il on the rear clos-
ing cover 8" of the magazine 8, as shown in’
Figs. 8, 10 and 14. The said lever has at the-

20

25

GO

respect to the magazine. The last said mem-

ber is so constructed and arranged that it is

automatically moved to an inoperative posi-
tion as the magazine 1is assembled on the
firearm.

To support and 0‘L11de the head ends of the
two cartridges 1n “the belt outside the exit
opening while the magazine is separated
from the gun and during the act of assem-
bling said magazine on the gun, movable
means, such as a lever 15, 1s promded said

end of its lower arm two forwardly extend-

ing transverse guide flanges 152 to properly

ouide and support the head ends of the two

cartridges outside the exit opening of the

curved passage-way 8% leading from the 111 -

side of the magazine, as shown 1 Fig.
To support and gmde the forward or bullet

ends of said two cartridges, the horizontal

guldma' extension 16, see Figs. 12 and 13,
1s provided at the forward end of exit 0pen—
ing of the magazine. This guiding exten-
sion is of a vertical height such as to permit
its entry into the tmnsverse feed channel of
the gun and has a V-shaped guide groove
16* into which the bullet ends of the car-
tridges project. This groove is flaring at its
outer end to facilitate entry of the cartridges
thereinto if, for any reason, the cartridge belt
1S manually moved in reverse direction.
While the guiding flanges 15% on the lever

15 tor the head ends of the cartridges have

been shown, Fig. 15, extending forwardly a
relatively short dlstance it is to be under-

stood that thev may be extended forwardly

to the rear edge of the belt 9, if desired, and
thus form a channel of sufficient dep th to
support and guide the entire length f the
cartridges, in “which case, the forward guid-
ing extension 16 may be dispensed with.

" Means are provided to hold the lever 15
in its operative position when the magazine
1s not assembled on the gun but to permlt

said lever to be automatically released and.-
moved to 1noperative position When the

magazine is assembled on the gun. >uch
means may comprise a short arm of the lever
15 extending above its pivot 15% which arm
is of spring temper and has near its end a
low rounded inward projection 15° adapted
to co-operate to alternately hold the lever

> yleldingly in either its operative  position,

shown 1n Fig. 10, or in 1ts inoperative posi-
tion shown in Fw 3, with either of two cor-
responding holes 15° in the closing disk 8*’
see Kigs. 14 and 15.

With the parts in the p051t10n ShOWIl in

Fig. 10, the filled magazine can be readily
assembled on the gun by simply moving it
toward the n ht to cause the T-shaped

oroove Ol the downward projection 3* on
the bottom of the magazine to engage with

1,800,594

the correspondmg member 11 on the top
cover 12, as hereinbefore described. In this -

position the end of the belt and the first two

cartridges therein are supported and. ocuided

in the horizontal plane of the transverse feed
channel 2 of the gun and with the continued

assembling movement, they will be caused to -
enter smd channel, since retrograde move-

ment is prevented by the retaining pawl 14.

At the beginning of the entering movement

5

of the first cartridge, the lower end of the

guide lever 15 strlkes the side of the gun and
in the further entering movement, it is auto-

matically swung from its operatwe position

shown in Flg 10, to its inoperative position,

shown in Fig. 3. To provide clearance tor

such movement of the lever 15, the rear por-
tilon of the passage way 8% s cut away for

some distance back from the exit openmg 81,

see KHigs. 11 and 12.

30

From this construction and arr angemem’_ -

of parts it results that, when the magazine
is locked fully home in its assembled posi- -

tion on the gun, the first cartridge in the
feed belt wﬂl have been a,utomat"lca,lly en-

tered into the transverse feed channel of the

gun a distance sufficient to bring it into oper-
ative relation with the feed slide 5 and feed

pawl 6 of the gun, so that, if the mechanism

of the gun is now acmftted in the usual man-

95

ner, the car tI‘ldﬂ"e belt will be withdrawn

from the magazine and moved through the

feed channel of the gun with a step by step

movement until the operation of the. ﬂun 15 -
stopped or the supply of cartmdges in the

magazine 1s exhausted.

"l‘QO |

'_ It -will be seen that When the macrazme 18 o

In ]_C)OSlthll on the

14 on the magazine operate to prevent retro-

gun both the usual stop
pawl 7 on the gun and the retaining pawl

105

Grade movement of the feed belt. It is thus

made possible by the invention, to dispense

with the regular stop pawl 7 on the gun if --

desired, and rely only on the retalmng pawl
14 for preventmg retroo-rade movement of
“the belt. - -
While I have shown the invention as ap-

plied to a machine gun, such as shown and -

desczt ibed in my prior patent above referred
to, the invention is not limited to use with

110

115

this particular type of gun, for it will be evi- -

dent to those skilled in the art that with
minor changes and alterations it may
adapted to other types of firearms.

it could, if deswed be readily adapted for

the appended claims.

ters Patent 1s:

What I claim and déqwe to secure by Let-_

be
Also,
while the magazine is being shown mounted
on top of the . oun, it will be understood that

120

-mountma' 1n other posﬂzmns on the oun with-
out departnw from the sp:trlt and scope of

1. The combmatmn Wlth a ﬁrearm hswmg |

a breech casing provided with a channel for

the passage of 2 cartridge belt and means for *

130
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feeding said belt through said channel, of 2
magazine for said belt detachably mounted

on said casing, and an element carried by sald
magazine for guiding and supporting the

..........

outer end of the cartridge belt in position to

cause it to automatically enter said channel
when the magazine is assembled on the

~ casing, said element being movable from its

10

operative to its inoperative position in such

assembling of the magazine.
2, The combination with a

i

 cartridge belt to be fed therethrough, of a

detachable magazine for said belt having a
passage communicating with the entrance to
said feed channel, and a member movable

either to an operative or to an 1noperative

position and forming, when in its operative

~ position, an extension cf said passage, said

20

30

" mevement of said belt and a movable mem-

“channel, a magazine for said belt detachably

. 45 mounted on said casing, said magazine hav-

- 50

the grm.
a breech casing provided with a transverse

member being adapted to support and guide
‘the outer end of the belt when the magazine 1s
detached, whereby said end with the car-

tridges therein is caused to enter said channel
and the member itself is moved to 1ts 1noper-
ative position as the magazine 1s attached to

feed channel and means for feeding a car-
tridge belt through said channel, of a maga-

zine for said belt detachably secured to said
casing, and means whereby the foremost por-
tion of said cartridge belt is automatically

“caused to enter said channel in the act of

‘assembling the magazine, said means com- ‘the magazine is being assembled on the fire- .1

prising a pawl for preventing rearward

al

ber for supporting and guiding said foremost -

portion of the belt,

combination of a breech casing having a

channel for the passage of a cartridge belt,

means for feeding said belt through sau

ing an exit opening in position to communi-
‘cate with the entrance to said channel, and
means whereby the outer portion of said belt
‘may project from said exit opening and be
automatically guided into said channel in the
act of assembling the magazine on the

" casing, said means comprising a lever pivot-

55

“ally carried by said magazine and movable

......

" transverse channel for a flexible cartridge

.. B0
‘gaid channel, of a detachable magazine for

belt and means for feeding a belt through the

- —_

Ll

firearm and having a passage communi-.

~cating with the entrance to the feed channel

- %5 when the magazine is in operative position,

__ W firearm having
‘a transverse feed channel for allowing a

The combination with a firearm having

hzwmg | a belt feed, the

the said belt adapted to be supported on the

the said magazine being transversely movable

relatively to the firearm while being as-

‘sembled thereon or remaoved therefrom, a
member pivotally mounted on the magazine
and arranged adjacent the exit opening of the -
and guiding the

said passage for supporting and g

forward end portion of the cartridge belt
“outside of the exit opening in order to auto-

matically bring it into operative relation

with said feeding megns while the magazine

is being assembled on the firearm, the said
member being moved from an operative posi-

5

70

75

tion to an inoperative position during such

assembling movement. and a releasable detent

means normally tending to hold the said -

member in its operative position.

6. The combination with a firearm having
a transverse channel for a flexible cartridge
belt and means for feeding a belt through

the said channel, of a detachable magazine 8
for the said belt adapted to be supported
on the firearm and having a passage com-
‘municating with the entrance to the feed
channel when the magazine is'in operative
position, the spid magazine being transverse- 9
ly movable relatively to the firearm while be-

ing assembled thereon or removed therefrom,
and a member pivotally mounted on the

magazine and arranged adjacent the exit

opening of the said passage for supporting

cartridge belt outside of the exit opening In
order to automatically bring it into opera-

arm, the said member being moved from an

.....

tion of the said member being resilient and

tions of the magazine in order to tend to

hold the member in either of the said po-
-sitiens. S A

% The combination with a firearm having

a transverse channel for a flexible cartridge :

belt and means for feeding a belt through

the said channel, of a detachable magazine
for the said belt adapted to be supported

on the firearm and having a passage com-
municating with the entrance to the feed
channel when the magazine 1s in operative

position, the said magazine heing transverse-

Iy movable relatively to the firearm while

 from is operative to its inoperative position being assembled thereon or removed there-

in assembling the magazine, and means for
normally holding said lever against such
movement: S T
5. The combination with a. firearm having _ .
' S ‘as to be adjacent the exit opening of the
‘said passage when the cover is In closed po-
sition, the said member serving to support

from and the said magazine comprising a L

cover adapted to be removed in order to per-
mit a cartridge belt to be put in place, and

......

‘a member movably mounted on the cover so

and guide the forward end portion of the

cartridge belt outside of the exit opening in

order to automatically bring it into opera-

tive relation with said feeding means while

formed to cooperate with complemental por- .1

80

90

95
and euiding the forward end portion of the

tive relation with said feeding means while

100

operative position to an inoperative position
during such assembling movement and a por-

105

110

115

120

130
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the magazine is being assembled on the fire-
arm. - ,
8. The combination with a firearm having

a transverse channel for a flexible cartridge -

5 belt and means for feeding a belt through
the said channel, of a detachable substan-

adapted to be supported on the firearm and

having a passage extending from the cylin-

10 drical portion thereof and communicating
with the entrance to the feed channel when

the magazine is In operative position, the.

sald “magazine being transversely movable

relatively to the firearm while being as-
15 sembled thereon or removed therefrom and
the said magazine including a flat end cover

adapted to be removed in order to permit a
cartridge belt to be put in place, a member

- movably mounted on the cover so as to be
20 adjdcent the exit opening of the said pas-
- sage when the cover is 1n closed position, the

said member serving to support and guide
the forward end portion of the cartridge
belt outside of the exit opening in order to

29 gutomatically bring it into operative relation

with said feeding means while the magazine
1s being assembled on the firearm, and inter-

engaging parts on the body portion of the

magazine and on the cover for holding the

30 cover and the said supporting and guiding
member against relative rotative movement
out of proper relationship with the body por-

tiOIl.'.

9. In a firearm .'"-ha,ﬁ'ng' a belt feed the

85 combination of a breech casinghavingatrans-

cartridge belt through said channel, a maga-
zine for said belt detachably secured to said
casing, and means whereby the foremost por-

40 tion of said belt is automatically caused to

enter said transverse channel in the ach of
assembling the magazine, said means com-
prising a fixed guide for the bullet ends of

the cartridges and a guiding and supporting

45 member for the head ends of the cartridges.

- 10. In a fircarm having a belt feed, the

verse feed channel, means for feeding a

cartridge belt through said channel, 2 maga- movable from operative to inoperative PO-,

50 zine for said belt.detachably secured to said -

“casing, and means whereby the foremost por-
tion of said belt is automatically .caused to

‘assembling the magazine, said means com-
55 prising a fi _ _
the cartridges and a movable guiding and sup-

porting member for the head ends of the

“cartridges, said movable member being auto-

- matically moved to its inoperative position
60 1n the act of assembling the magazine.
- 11. Inacartridge belt magazine adapted to

‘be detachably assembled with a firearm hav-
Ing a transverse belt feed, the combination of
-a casing having a passage with an exit open-

“ing for the belt, and means arranged adja- ‘arranged adjacent the said exit opening for

65

xed guide for the bullet ends of

‘cent the said exit opening for supporting the

forward end portion of the belt outside of

the exit opening and guiding it in a trans-

verse direction, whereby the belt is automat- .

ically brought into operative relation with

_ _ e subs  the feeding mechanism of the gun when the
tially cylindrical magazine for the said belt

0

magazine is moved transversely of the fire- -

arm during assembly therewith.

12. In a cartridge belt magazine adapted T -.

to be detachably assembled with a firearm

having a transverse belt feed, the combination

of a casing having a passage with an exit

opening for the belt, and a relatively movable

member adjacent the said exit opening for .
supporting the forward end portion of the
- belt outside of the exit opening and guiding

it in a transverse direction, whereby the belt
1s automatically brought into operative rela-

tion with the feeding mechanism of the gun ..

‘when the magazine is moved transversely of
the firearm during assembly therewith, the

85 .

said member being automatically movable

from its operative position to an inoperative

position - during the transverse assembly.. -

movement.

e
~13. In a cartridge belt magazine adapted

to be detachably assembled with a firearm -
having a transverse belt feed, the combina-

‘tion of a casing having a passage ‘with an .
exit opening for the belt, and a member piv-
‘otally mounted on the casing and arranged

95 |

adjacent the said exit opening for supporting

belts comprising a casing having an exit

opening, sald means comprising a member

sition and means to normally hold said mem-

~ber 1n its operative position, said holding
K .. LY A URT ‘means being automatically releasable, when
enter said transverse channel in the act of the magazine is assembled on 2 firearm with |
‘which it is adapted to be used, to permit- -
herative 120

position.

movement of said member to its inoperative

~ 15. In a cartridge belt magazine adapted
to be detachably assembled with a firearm
~having a transverse belt feed, the combina- -
~ tion of a casing including a body portion and:

‘the forward end portion of the belt outside -
‘of the exit opening and guiding it in a trans-. .
_ . U] ‘verse direction, whereby the belt is auto-
verse feed channel, means for feeding a " matically ‘brought into operative relation
- with the feeding mechanism of the gun when
‘the magazine 15 moved transversely of the -
firearm during assembly therewith, the said
.member being automatically movable from
1ts operative position to an inoperative PoOs1- -
tion during the transverse assembly move-
~ment.. ..
14, A detachable magazine for cartridge..
110
-opening. for the belt, means for guiding and

combination of a breech casing having a trans- supporting the end of the belt adjacent said

100

115

125

a removable cover therefor, the said body

portion of the casing having a passage with

an exit opening for the belt, and a member

relatively movably mounted on the cover and: 130 ”
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supporting the forward end portion of the
belt outside of the exit opening and guiding
‘1t 1n a transverse direction, whereby the belt
1s automatically brought into operative re-
5 lation with the feeding mechanism of the
gun when the magazine is moved transverse-
ly of the firearm during assembly therewith.
16. In a cartridge belt magazine adapted to
“be detachably assembled with a firearm hav-.
10 1ng a transverse belt feed, the combination
of a casing having a passage with an exit-
opening for the belt, and means arranged
L adjacent the said exit opening for supporting
' the forward end portion of the belt outside

verse direction, whereby the belt is automat-

- 1cally brought into operative relation with
the feeding mechanism of the gun when the
magazine 1s moved transversely of the fire-

29 arm during assembly therewith, the said
means comprising a guide for the bullet ends
of the cartridges in fixed relation with the
casing and also comprising a guiding and
-supporting member for the head ends of the
o5 cartridges. _. o S
This specification signed and witnessed
this 10th day of October, A. D, 1923. o
' _ JOHN M. BROWNING.
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