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' HARRY H. REYNOLDS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO' ALFRED M. RYCKOFF, OF

- CHICAGO, TLLINOIS

~ STREET SIGN

. C o

- The present invention relates to street

signs, and is” particularly concerned with

" signs of the type adapted to be attached to

-Qr[ P s

BARE p.
B 1

30

10

‘modern street lamp structures. L
. -Another object is the provision of an im-
~proved street sign structure, which is capa- -
‘ole ot being attached to street lamps and ad-
‘Justed or secured with a minimum amount
-of effort, and without the mnecessity of the

street lights or parts thereof. =
5 . The signs of the prior art have not been
- umiversally applicable to  modern “street
~ lamps of all kinds, nor have they been capa-
~_ ble of utilizing to the best advantage, the
~illumination provided. by the street lamp
~under all conditions for lighting the sign at
. mught, without casting disagreeable shadows
~or obscuring the lamp. "The prior devices 3 __ ] .
. have also been expensive to manufacture and = of the improved structure shown herein, and
~assemble with modérn street lamps, and the
_prior devices can only be attached to existin
~Jlamps with great difficulty, on account of the
~problem involved in holding the heavy metal -
. s1gn structure in place while it is being se-.
‘cured by bolts or other Tastening devices.
20 - When the sign is of any substantial size
- and constructed of cast metal, as ‘is usually

- the case, 1t is particularly 'diﬂiCﬂt'tdhbld,‘,
“the sign in place and at the same time sectre

‘tion 1s the provision of an improved street:
~sign which 1s universally applicable to prac-
-tically all kinds of modern street lamps, or
- which 1s applicable to more lamps than the
devices of the prior art, and which may be 5—5 of Fig., 2, ;

- adjusted to utilize the illumination to the best  automatic centering device; -
~ aavantage for lighting the signs and the sur- -

- L -

rounding terrain. -

-

. Another object is the provision of an-im-
proved street sign structure, which is capa-
_ble of more-economical manufacture than the
prior devices, more durable and capable of _ .
more permanent and firm attachment to™ - Fig. 8 is another view in elevation, of the

. modified construction broken away to show
other details of structure of the device. -

street lamp. T
. Another object of the invention is the pro-
- vision of an improved lamp structure, which
15 adapted to automatically center itself, and
provided with means for guiding the vari-

‘proved method of installing street lamp signs

m le other workmen adjust
‘the securing devices provided. At ist

S -'-._Appi_icéa;tian_ﬁled.,oateher.’s};_1‘939.“-__;5@1{1_31-_-m;j_ 403;882.

assistance of several laborers, or lifting de-

vices for holding the sign in place while it is

 being secured tothe post or other parts ofthe

ous supporting elementsinto proper position.
- Another object is the provision of an im-
which ig applicable to many different forms

- which results in a substantial saving of time,
g labor and expense in the installation of the

vention. will be apparent from the follow-

- ing description, and from the accompanying

drawings, in which similar characters of ref-
‘erence 1ndicate similar parts throughout the
-several views.

e 1 - " Referring to the
- it to the post or other parts of the lamp, be- '
<3 cause the signs-are usually located at such

‘a height that it is necessary to use one or.

- -more ladders, and the prior signs must ordi -
~narily be supported at both sides by one or
. more workmen, while

] ‘ drawings, of which there
are three sheets: =~ = .

~ Fig.11s a side elevational view of a lamp
equipped with a sign constructed according

to the present invention; I
-Fig. 21is a plan view with the globe or lamp

An section, in order to reveal the construction
- of the sign unit; = o .

- Fig. 31san enlarged elevational view of the
corner structure of the sign unit; - =
parts of the securing and supporting unit ;

Iine

‘Fig. 6 is an elevational view of the Jamp

‘unit and supporting unit as the device ap-

pears after the first step in the installation of

“the signs; B PP
- Fig.7 15 a plan view in partial section of a

modified form.of construction s

~Referring to Fig. 1, 10 indicates in 1ts: en-
tirety the lamp unit which may consist of a

~post 11 or other support usually orovided

with a metal ring 12 for supporting a globe

—5 of Fig. 2, showing the structure of the
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“Other objects and advantages of the in.
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- g . 415 a view 0 perspective of one of the
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AN

_ 13 or o ther lummous b{)dyj 11‘11?'1110 AN electrlc
“bulb or an equivalent source of il

located inside the globe 13 tor 1l
the surrounding terrain. -

It should be under%tood .that the D‘lobe 13_

" may be of any shape or equivalent structur £y

| 10

and the source of illumination pr ovided may

~ be any of the conventional sources ot 1llumai-
~nation capable of being employad ---wﬂ;h the:

' partmuh,r type ot olobe used RN
- Thesign unit 1s 111d10ated in 1’55 GHUI'GLY by.-'_
the 1111111]361 14, and the sign unit 14 preferably::
" includes a framework I5 surrounding said

“globe and carried by either of the supports
or 12, for locating a plurality of sign carr Ving
-.'-,-frflmes 16 in Lhe best pomhon to ti 11140 the_“

illwmination pr ovided.

In the embodiment sh own 111 I‘ws 1 to

110r170nta11y extending  part 18,

a0 by “the Securing and supportmo unit 21..

B

. Inorderto accomphsh the function of au to- ,
~matically centering and locating the sign unit
- upon the suppoztmo‘ unit 21, the 110111011@:11_
., parts18 of the arms 17 may b pr owded with,
-85 depending flanges 22 for ming a recess oI
. groove for recelving the 1 Lrhal supporiing.
arms 20 of the sum)ortmﬁ unit 21. _
~ be understood that in some embodiments of
_ the invention the flanges 22 may be carried b}f
‘the arms 20 of the s:,uppmtmcr unit forming

 a guide in the top of the arm 20 for recelving
a wmplement'ﬂy member on the sign unit.

- The framework 14, surr ounding “the olobe.
]3 also includes vertlgally extendmg p.:uto 23
“on each of the radial arms 17 for the purpose.
of fixedly or adjustably- quppormw A pmr:;al-.ﬁ.
tV of sign carrying irames 16. . .
Each oi the vertlmlhr extend mn parts or
“corners 23 isillustrated | 1 detail
01t will be ob«‘;on"ed that in this em mtllmem
~ the arm 17 is provided with an integral up-
 wardly extending corner member 23 i aving a1

~ pair of flanges 94 and 25 at right angles o

“each. othﬂr

- 27 on the sign carrying frames 16 for )wot

. 00 ally supportmfr the bottom of the S1gn ﬁ AIMNES

- during adj ustment and fixedly Supportm o the
- {rame:s When the 51g11 umt hilS been msmlled_

- as desired.

“Each of the ﬂanoes 24: and 95 18 plOFldE‘,d'

| ;f.:Lt 1ts: top WJ.th a lateral e::gtensmn or %rcuate) ~face 40, Whi(}h is con 1plementary to the outer_.

umination with any

umm .-;i,mn o

11

"'the -
. '--_'_framework 15 preferably comprises a pluml
ity of radially extending arms 17, the 11'11f1{1le___-
~ portion of which may be of substantm]lv o-
 shape in order to'improve ‘the ornamental ap- s
- pearance of the sign and to bring the signs
~ into a-position Whlch is most desn‘able with -
S certain types of lamps. The supporting arms
" 17 are provided at their inner end with a sub-
‘stantially .
‘having a lower seating surface 19 fm 1“ec..,,1*~;f—f__
ing the radially extendmﬂ arms 20 ca I‘lled__'

| _th-z
and the ang

nt ghoul(l;

) 0111 TO1°

"n I‘10 3, and'";_'_.

At their lower ends each of the
_ f"ﬂanﬂ es 24 and 95 is provided Wlth an aperture.
for recelving screw bolts 26 passing tm*ouﬂh

R the flanges 24 95 and threaded into the ﬂdnﬂ es painted Ohgs

~trated in per speatwe in this figure.: o
ment illustrated in Fig. 4 may consist of an
arcuate metal clampmo' member 39, pref- o

erably prowded with an inner cylindri cal sar--

B 1,-77;7,734 :

.pmtmn 28 efmh of W h]Ch may be prowdcd
umber of apertures 29 for receiv- .
ing serew bolts 30 to secure the sign. [mmes.' o
16in any of a plurality of posﬂ:lons. R
It will be understood that the apertures 29 vo
are located upon the arc of a circle drawn. ..

with the axis of the bolts 26 as a center,. but

.' ;the extensions 28 need not necessarily be arcu-
ate in shape, but are. preferably made so to

_save mater 1.511 ‘md decrease the Welo'ht of the

.asselilbly BT

The various sign frames 16 may be 1dent1(3a1 o

number of sign frames may be: employed SO

“that while: the present sign unit is rectangu-
lar in plan, a sign mlﬂht also be constructed
which:would be hexawonal in plfm if it were .

in shape and it should be understood that any

50

desired to accommochte the sign unit in an-in-

ter SOCth'l hzwmn' three str eets JIn such case,

ign frames “would natur ally be shorter- 85
ole between the ﬂanﬂes 25 and 24

and the number of arms Would be ch.mﬂed ‘lC- o : |

'“COl‘dlnc-ly

‘7111'?‘6»}10 %1011 frames 16 .;ul‘e 1(‘1e1111(3fl,1 1t;_ﬁ‘-“ "

will be suffice to describe in detail one of 90. .

‘these” frames, which niay consist of a metal
e mber having a pair of hGI‘lZOHt‘ll extend-
ing. members 31 and 382, and a. palr of end
;h&me members ‘33, 34, [ormmg a fenestra-

‘tion 35 for exposing a sign 36.. The cndf'

frame members 33 and 84 are preferably pro-

“vided with 111W‘u‘dh extending flanges 27 for

enclosing the sign 36 and prowdmﬂ‘ space

tor mt achment of the s sign frame to the frame
work, and the bottom frame member 31 may 19 =
“be provided-with one or more inwardly ex-
"tend ne flanges 87 located at the middle or
ends, or ¢3 xtending Complebely along the bot-
ppmtwg‘ the weight 0[ the sion.
36. The ﬂanoes 27 and ﬂano*e 37 are pref
_erably pmmﬂed with re esilient metal fingers

”pS extending 511b5t°mt1f111y pma]lel to the

vear side of the sign frame 16, but spaced

| '1116 efrom so that the fingers 88 form oguides
for the rear side of the 310 36, and {;ﬂso form 410 -
securing devices for IGSﬂleﬂﬂV enmw'mﬁ the-—'

- 518D 36 when they are in place.

‘The signs 36 may consist of any mftteuali'f T

which is capable of receiving printed or other
“characters, and capable of tmnqm]ttmo* some *
1]11111’13-- o
nated by the umequal transmission of light =

“through the characters and back grouand, and
the term “tmnsluceﬂt” is used in this specifi-
cation and claims for designating all mate-
‘rials of this character, such as ground glass,

mund O*Iass Wlﬂl pamted Iet- '

light so that the characters. Wlll he

ters, ete.

Rcf_errma to I‘w 4, one ot the elementc; ot -
the securing - and suppo“tmﬂ' umt 1s 1llus-

The ele-"

v bl . :
) S




"1,;7"*7*7;??'3;

surface of the metal st gpm ng 11110 12 vhlch

- carries the olobe 13.

10

~ formations adjacent the top, so that .one. of
. the important features of the present inven- s
10 tlon’is the provision of a supporting unit,
‘which is peculiarly adapted to be carried, by-'

' .;the rng:-12 whmh supports the lamp, 13.

20

Most modern street lamps. include metal

_1 PINgGS of this t type, of a plurality of standard
sizes, and pwwdeﬂ with a firm and durable

. connection to the lamp- 'pobf or.other device, Figs. 7 and 8, this modified form of construc-

g W

tion is best adqpted to be used where it is de-
‘sired to locate the sign vnit slightly below the
In this construction the

supporting unit 21, sign frames 16 and signs
. 83, may be 1de,nt10‘ﬂ 1 construction to that
_previously descrlbed but the frameworh of

and the provision of a securing unit which is

;j afhpted to.be applied to. a met fal part, rather s
“than to the- concrete,
durs Lbﬂlty .;md perm‘mence o3} swuremenf to
the lamp,:: - - |
Each of the clmnpmn elemmnts :19 1S pro-

-.r'wded Wlth a- raémlly eztendm;aﬂame 41 the present device is peculiarly. admpted to -

oreatly increases the

_-.'hwuw an: aperture. 49 Tor receiving the

~clamping ‘bolts 43 Whmh are - ji'efembly Eo

, n--cured by nuts 44. -

o ordinarily. provided ‘with . screws 45 for: en-

30

oagement with the lower rim of the o

.“Lhe clamping elements. 39 are pr 0V1dad with

- apertures 46 of sufficient size to. p‘tss the heads.
-~ of the screws: 4_5 and the a,permves 46 may

. be elontrmed for: thﬂ purpose o1 permlttmo‘

35

+rotary fz(h ustment- ot the Suppartuw unit on
the ring 12.. __
18 %11ppoﬁed in dmnpmﬂ relation-to the ring
- 192 or

.-}usually X 1S t between - the radial flanges 41, "diagonally with respect to the radial arm 52,

“VWhen

the f-":uppmhno' unit-21

~thereby providing additional means J:OI* ad-

40 .

_ justment’and location of the clamping m em-’f_fwded with a plura,hty of apertures for receiv-

~ bers 89 on the ring 12. ‘With re spect to the ]

existing screw heads 45

| mderl with an outwardly extendm{r suppol t-

45

ing arm 20, preferably tapered to secure a
-nm‘ﬂmum E;tl ength for a minimum amount'

- of material and pmwded with an uppﬂl sup-

- portmﬂ suri

50

60
. forbolt 49 in arm 17."
 As prewously descmbed Lhe SLIppOI‘tlllﬂ'__ '
~ arm 20 is adapted to be shdabl v received in a
27 . complementary .groove between flanges 22, so
-as to assist ) n the 1oca.t1011 and automatlc cen-

65

N amlﬂd by the sign unit.

of any size, Whlle still maintaining some part

of the. slot 50 1n reﬂ"l&,tl*y Wh,h the %}}01‘1111‘3_}510«11 units is as follows.

Juminous boay 13.

ace. 48 adapted to. engage the -
geating. Surface 19 on the betiom of LhC‘. Arms
The. homzoma]'_'
-'pozimn 18 of the ¢ aring 17 is Pprovided with
- an aperture for receiving.a securing bolt 49,
- gnd-the supporting. ar - 20 is provided wﬂ*h: :
an -elongated slot 00 for adjustably receiv-
-ing the bol‘r 49 to Sﬂ(,UI‘e arms 1{ and 20 to-
'”gethm e P T DU -
- .. 'Lhe slot 50 perml‘ca m{]m]_ ad]lm,nlel’lt of . ;

. is greatly simplified and made lighter in

the clampn}ﬂ members 89 to Lt posts or- rmos_j_"wew-ht and easier to manufacture.

The method of installment of the plesent.
"The supporting unit 1

.

clamping members 39 with relatively long se-

,termcr of the mgn unit upon the sulopm tmg

. . anats The provision of a plurality of: separate
Under. cert&m conmhonsj Lhe present Sl ﬂfn N

emw also be secured-directly to. the post 10
‘but lamp- p(}st or. other supporting. devlcﬂs
care made of a vast number of different shapes,
and frequently provided with 01‘nameDtaI;'

curing bolts 43 also increases the amount of
- a,d]ustment which may be made to. clamp
~rings or posts of diff erent sizes. Thesign unit

illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5 is best '1,dflpted to

tich a helnht that it is more desirable that

the sign be located near the top of the lamp -
13, thereby permitting utilization of all of the
Light radmted from the lower part of the lamp
tor 111L1111111‘lt1110 the. ter: am WlﬂlOHL {:18*111g'
sha dows on the ﬂ'round ' '

Referring to the en'lbodlment illustr: ated in

support the frames in a different manner and

’Gremtly 1"educe the dead Welght 0{ the 1011’7
U ___jumt |
' Since:-the . lamp SUpp{}I‘tmﬂ‘ rings 19 are.
i-ismts of a pluralzt
obe lu,

to locate the s1g1

g outwardly extending flanges 54 and 55 which

post. 11,1t will be. observed that spaces™ are located at right anﬂles to each other, and

Each of the flanges 54 and 55 may be pr ()Q

ing screw bolts 56 fm; securing the upper por-
: Lmn of the sign fr ames 16 to the arm 52 in

Each of the clamping membglg 39 BE] pro-ﬂ'_j_the s‘lme mmmel as 1 the pl ewous embodl-

ment. -
The lowel and a,d]a(‘ent corners of the sign
- 1"_1 ames 16 are pivotally secured to each otﬂe1
by pmmdmﬂ' a right angle bracket 57 having
a pair of flanges, each of whmh is pr owf:h.,d :
‘with an qpertme for receiving screw bolts 58
~which are threaded into the ﬁ’mﬂes 27 of thu |
.'ad]acent sign frames. =~ |
"The sign frames of this dewce are also ca-
,_-'pa,ble of angular adjustment to utilize the
111ummat10n to the best advantage, but the
frames depend from their supporting ATTNS
;80 that the structure of the supporting arms

21 is first secured to a par‘t of the post, prefer-

“ably the ring.12 which carries the globe 13,

~and this may be done by assembling part of
the SHDPOI‘tlIID' unit-on the ground and com- .

pletlng the assembly at the top of the post

“be utilized on posts Wher ‘the lamp 13 is of '

30

y. of radlally e:;tenduw
“arms 52 having their inner ends 53 of substan- o
tially the same shape ‘as that previously de- y,
~scribed. The arms 52 may be straight so that
they extend out horizontally, or, if desired,
they may be prowded with a dﬁwnward cur Ve N

unit lower and the outer

-ends of the arms 52 and 58 are provided with ',,_”“.

JJ
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. i_'As the SUPPOI‘tlIlﬂ' um‘r 1s rehtweh’ llﬁht thls

1is a simple matter for one workman, beeause

‘he can hold the supporting unit with one hand

and manipulate his tools w ith the other. TFig.

o "_jﬁ."ﬁ-i_G illustrates the eempletlon ef the [11 st step
- inthe installation of signs. o

The signs should prefer bly be removed

- ;frem the sign unit, Whlle 1t 18 buno' installed,
“in order to ehmmate bree]r-‘we and deere.f.,tse

10

the weight, and the sign may be assembled on

~ the Oreund before apphmtmn to the post,
© with the exception of one coruer, and the
~ tightening of the respective bolts. WVlth one
- corner open and the bolts loosened. the frames

may be sprung apart to permit the sign unit |
to be placed about the bottom of the pest after
which the assembly may be completed and the

bolts tightened. In some cases 1t mev ‘be -

- found desweble to msert the signs on the -

N _2'[5: | crreund, efter the umt 1s qssembled ebeut the

post |
The smn umt 14 ma then be r*used *Ibeut

- the post 11 and the arms 17, being located to
prevent mterferenee with the arms 20, the
5 sign unit may be raised above the suppertme'

unit 21, rotated slightly and seated upon the

supportmcr arms 21 ‘When this is done, itis

~only necessary to effect a preliminary sea,tmn'

of any two of the arms 17 upon the arms 20
of the supporting unit 91, after which the sign

~unit may be slid on LWO of the redlal arms:
- 920 until the other arms 17 come into reg 1stry

B -35

" with the other two radial arms 20, when the -
flang ges 22 will a_utematlc‘tlly Center and lOC‘lte

the sign unit.

- In some. embodnnents of the mventlen,
where the ornamentation of the top of the post
is too large to pass the encls of the arms 17,

“the sign unit may be assembled entirely on the

S '_nreund and lifted over the top of the globe 13,

prerlded the globe is s1mll eneuﬂh to L]G‘II“

~the ends of the arms 17, as 1n the embedlment

of Fig. 1. 1In extreme eeses where the frlel

s too large, the present sion unit may be

quickly mstalled by removing the globe.

o After the sign unit is preperly lemted the

arms 17 are secured to the arms 20 by means.

- _of the bolts 19 and if necessary,
~ may be loosened or tightened to insure hori-

B0

~ sign unit may be installed with mueh greater:

- facility than the devices of the prior art, be-
cause the sign unit may be assembled on the
oround and merely lifted and supported mn

-
.

_other bolts

'zental and s mmetmeal lecatlen of the signs.
It will. thus be observed that the present

:_plaee by the suppertmg unit, while the bolts

are fastened. This ehmmates the necessity -
for a number of extra ‘workmen in the in-
B stellatlen of the signs, partleularly where
~the signs are constructed of cast metal, and
“are therefore of considerable weight. -
present method of mstalla,tlon, hewever, has

. ';'_substentlel advantages with signs. of
~ tically any weight, “because it 1s a d1fﬁeu1t

| :_f ES 5:_matter to both suppert the wewht of the sign

-bedlment of my

The

rae-‘*

1,777,784

‘it 1s desired. -

"The present sro'ns are also adepted te 11t1- .

11ze to the best advantacre, the illumination

‘provided by practically all types of modern'_'_{;m_
‘street lamps, by means-of the angular adjust--"~ -
‘ment of the sign frames, and by means of
arms provided, the

sign frames may be loeated substentmlly:_ 2

‘the different types of

abeve or below the globe..

'Im pleee and et the same tlme secure 1t where_ Lo

‘While I have: 111ustrated a preferred em- =

invention, many modifica- |
‘tions may be made Wlth()llt departing from -

the spirit of the invention, and I do not wish -

to be limited to the precise details of con-
“struction set forth, but desire to avail myself
of all changes ¥ wthm the seepe of the ap- -

pended claims.

80

‘Having thus deserlbed my mventmn what o

'HI claim is new and desire to secure by Letters
“Patent of the United States, 1s: S

85

1. A street sign. assembly, eemprlsmo* a
street lamp crlebe,} a metal annulus for sup-- -

portlﬂg S'—le UlObe al’ld EL Street SID'I]_ llﬂ.rV]_IlU' aQ
translucent member adapted to be 111ummat-:

ed by said globe, said street sign including'a -«
plurality of elampmo- members having re-

“cesses to receive securing devices carried by
“said annulus, and said elampmg members

bemcr secured on said annulus.”

2 In a street s1gn essembly the eombma- = .

‘tion of a concrete lamp post, with a metal

annulus carried thereby for suppertmg A
“globe, a -:rlebe earrled by said annulus, a sup- -~

_porting umt comprising clampmg members_- 100
clamped on said annulus and having radially . -
extending arms, and a sign unit eempmsmcr a

“[)1111"11113}7 of frames with street signs, means

having flanges engaging the s1des of

 for pivotally securing together the lower and
adjacent corners of “said frames, and hori-
~ zontal arms carried by said ra,dlal arms, and
said

105

mdml arms, said horuentel arms having

‘post having a

means for dd]ustsbly supporting dependuw" I
sign frames from their upper parts. '
3A street sign, comprising a - eenerete
meta,l annulus ﬁsedly secured
- to said pest to provide a support for a street.
lamp, an illumination globe carried by said
‘annulus, a plurality of metftl clamping mem- 135
“bers having curved surfaces for engaging
said qnnulus, and adjustable threaded mem-

bers for securing said clamping members on. Lo

said annulus, said clamping members having |

‘radiallv extending arms, metal sign frames
‘having translucent signs in said frames for.

120

1llummfrt10n by said globe, means for secur-

ing the lower corners of said frames tocrether, N

end to end to form a sign assembly, and ara- = .
“dial arm at each of the corners of said assem-
bly for supporting said sign essembly below

125

said annulus, each of sald latter radial arms

being secured to one of the arms of sald
'elempmg members. .
4. A street s1gn eemprlsmg a, cenerete

90



'- post havihg a métailanhulus

1,777,784

¥

xedly secured
to said post to provide a support for a street

- lamp, a globe carried by said annulus, a plu-
rality of metal clamping members, each hav-
ing a curved surface for engagmg sald an-~
o -':nulus, and a radially extending arm for sup-

~ porting a sign assembly, adjustable threaded

10

15

- members for securing said clamping mem-
“bers on said annulus, a plurality of metal
sign frames each having a sign in said frame ;
- for illumination by sald olobe, means for se-

curing the lower. corners of said frames to-

gether, end to end, to form a sign assembly,

a sign supp()rtmg arm for each corner of
~said sign assembly, said sign supporting
- arms havmg downwardly extendmg flanges

for- engaging on both sides of said radial
- arms, and having a pair of arms extendmg

at 110ht an01es to each other at the outer end

gy O said sign supporting -arms, said sign
7 frames havmtr their upper corners secured to

said latter I’lﬂ‘ht angle arms, and said sign

frames dependmcr from said arms below said

globe to be illumined by downwardly and

. _1a’remlly directed rays of hﬂ.-ht Wlth Out ob
- scuring said ;globe. - -

In witness Whereof I hereunto subscmbe |

- -‘1113?‘ name this 29th day of October, 1929.

HARRY H. REYNOLDb
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