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This invention has for its object a lamp )

retainer for lamp sockets, which is particu-
larly simple and economical in construction
and. highly efficient and durable 1n use to
ing of the lamp by vibration

and the like. T
The invention consists in the novel fea-
tures and in the combinations and construc-

tions hereinafter set forth and claimed.

 In describing this invention. reference 1s
had to the acecompanying drawings, I1n

which like characters designate correspond-

ing parts in all the views. -

Trigure-1 is a vertical sectional view ot this
“lamnp retainer showing the same applied to a -

lamp socket and lamp, the socket being
shown partly in section. |

TFieure 2 i$ an .enlarged end elevation of

" the retainer looking upwardly.

_3.0"' space 2* around the shell 2.
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gaging the inner wall of the body 1 and the
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" Fioure 3 is an enlarged end elevation look-

ing downwardly. _
Figure 4 is an expanded plan view of the
retainer.

" 1 designates the body of the lamp socket
5 which may be of any suitable form, size, con-

struction and material, it having the usunal
outer or screw . threaded sleeve terminal 2,
which is spaced apart from the walls of the
body of the socket 1, providing the annular

3 is a lamp having the usual sCr;—jw
threaded plug or base 4. - |

This lamp retainer comprises a sleeve 5

insertable between the wall of the body of

the lamp socket and the sleeve terminal 2
and provided with means for frictionally en-

peripheral wall of the sleeve terminal 2, and

also means for engaging the lamp or the

lamp base.

The sleeve here illustrated is split at 6

and is expansible and contractile and 1s pro-
-vided with means at 1ts opposite, as its inner

and outer ends, for engaging the inner wall
of the body of the lamp socket and the pe-

~ ripheral wall of the sleeve terminal 2, and

Dl

for engaging the lamp.

~Ag here illustrated, the sleeve is provided
with prongs 7 extending lengthwise thereof

or in a direction. parallel to the axis of the
sleeve from an intermediate portion 8 of the

‘¢leeve, these prongs being spaced apart pro-

viding spaces 9 and being deflected inward-

iy and provided with inturned projections 10
' ~ pose set forth,

at their outer or lower ends,

cumferentially extending arms 12 tensioned
to engave at their ends the periphery of the
sleeve terminal 2. - o '

Preferably, the projections or prongs 11

~The sleeve 1s also provided with addi-
tional projections 11 at its inner end, the
‘additional projections having angular or cir-
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are T-shaped in general form, the legs of

the T formation being arranged in alinement

with the spaces 9 between the prongs 7 and

the arms of the T being bent inwardly to

tension them to engage the periphery of the
sleeve terminal 2. ' -
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~ Tn operation, the sleeve 5 is inserted in the

lamp cocket in the space 2* and the ends

of the arms of the T press against the sleeve

terminal 2 while the intermediate part of

the projections 11 or the parts at the ends
of the legs of the T

press against the
inner wall of the body 1 of the lamp socket

and thus ,fri’ctiona]ly" hold the sleeve 5 In

position.

- The inturned ends 10 of the prongs 7 nor-

mally project into an arc of less radius than
the interior of the sleeve terminal 2. -
- When the lamp base is screwed into the
sleeve terminal to its full extent, or far
enough so-that the central terminal of. the

lamp engages the central terminal of the

socket, the inturned ends 10 either engage

‘the threads of the lamp base, or 1n case the
lamp screws in far enough, hook under the
outer end of the outer terminal of the lamp
‘base and thus hold the Jamp base from shift-
_1ng. S
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What T claim is:
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1. A lamp retainer for lamp SOCkéﬁs .c'om- X

‘prising an expansible and contractile spht

sleeve formed with tongues extending in a

direction parallel to the axis of the sleeve 93

and provided with projections at their ends
for engaging the lamp base, substantially as

and for the purpose described.

9. A lamp retainer for lamp sockets com-

nrising an expansible and contractile split
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sleeve having lengthwise prongs provided

the purpose specified.

- 3. A lamp retainer
prising an expansible and contractile sleeve

for entering the lamp socket, the sleeve being

provided ith means at its ends for engag-

~with inturned ends substantially as and for

(

for lamp sockets com- .
105

ng vespectively the lamp socket and the

lamp base; substantially as and for the pur-
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- 1ntermediate portion toward the other end,
the first-mentioned prongs being provided
1 ~With means at their ends for engaging the
) :

 ap

4. A lamp".rretai.ner for lamp'éocketé_com-
prising an expansible and contractile sleeve

for entering the socket and formed with
lengthwise prongs extending from the inter-.

mediate portion thereof toward one end and
with other prongs extending from such

threads of the lamp base, and the second-

mentioned prongs being provided ‘with
means for.engaging the lamp
~stantially as and for the purpose described.
- 0. A lamp retainer for lamp sockets com-
‘prising an expansible and contractile sleeve
- provided with tongues extending lengthwise
thereof, each tonguc having a circamferen-
tially extending arm having its end ar-
-ranged to engage the periphery of the sleeve
terminal of the lamp base, substantially as

socket, sub-

~and for the purpose specified.

6. A lamp retainer for lamp sockets com- -

prising an expansible and contractile split

- sleeve having T-shaped prongs at one. end
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thereof, the ends of the arms of the T forma-
‘tion being arranged to. engage the Jamp
socket, substantially as and for the purpose
-set forth. | - _ |
1..A lamp retainer for lamp sockets com- __
prising an expansible and ‘contractile split
~sleeve having prongs extending lengthwise
“thereof from an intermediate portion and

having their ends inturned and having addi-

-tional prongs extending from such inter-
mediate . portion, said additional
 being T-shaped in general form and the legs
- of the T formation being arranged in aline-

‘ment with the spaces bétween the first-men-
tioned prongs, and the arms of the T-shaped

PTOHgS being tBnSiOIled_ tofﬂengage the lamp

-socket, substantially as and for the purpose
. described. - . ) '

. 8 '_Ifhe_" co'mbinatio_n -6f 'a.__lamp socket com-

- forth. - R
10. The combination with a lamp socket &5 -
comprising a body and-a sleeve terminal in =
‘the body spaced apart from the wall of the

prongs

prising a body and a sleeve terminal, spaced

apart from the wall of -the body providing
an annular space around the sleeve terminal,
a lamp retainer including an annular por-

tion extending into .such annular. space
“having means at spaced apart points for

engaging the sleeve terminal and for en-

45 -

gaging the body .and also having means at - -

-the outer end of the socket for engaging the

lamp. L | o

9. The combination with a. lamp socket
having a sleeve terminal spaced apart from
the wall of the socket providing an annular

S
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space around the sleeve terminal, of a lamp

retainer comprising ‘a sleeve insertable in

such space and provided with prongs at its
inner. end tensioned to engage the lamp

socket and the sleeve: terminal and with -

prongs at its outer end to engage the lamp,
substantially .as and for the purpose set

body providing an annular space around the
sleeve terminal, of a lamp retainer compris-

ing an expansible and contractile split sleeve -
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- having spaced -apart - ‘prongs extending
lengthwise thereof from an intermediate

portion toward the outer end of the socket -

to engage the lamp and also having addi-
tional prongs extending from such interme-

diate portion toward the inner end of the

socket and -formed with circamferentially
extending spring arms for engaging the

sleeve terminal and the inner wall of the -
body, substantially as and for the purpose 80

‘deseribed. -

“In ‘testimony whereof, I have hereunto

“signed my name, at Syracuse, in the county
of Onondaga and State of New York, this

15 day of August, 1922. '

DON N. THOMPSON. =
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