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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Groree R. Craw,

a citizen of the United Stwtes of L\mellca

and resident of IFort Wayne, in the county

of Allen and State of Indiana, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Service Cabinets, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in-

service cabinets for the reception of sup-
plies dehivered by tradesmen, and the ob-
ject of the 1mp10vement is to provide ap-
paratus for receiving supplies which will

prevent unauthorized removal of the sup-

plies when deposited in the apparatus, and
which will also admit of the reception of
supplies 1n addition to previously deposﬂed
supplies.

These objects are accomplished by the

construction illustrated in the accompanying

drawings, 1in which :—

Fig. 1 1s 2 vertical section of a construc-
tion embodvmfr the 1nvention:

TFig. 2 18 a cross-section of I*lf‘r 1 on thu
line 2—9 thereof, there being {1150 part%
broken away; |

Fio. 3 18 & vertical 56Ltlf)11 of IFig. 1 on
the line u———3 thereof;

INigs. 4. 5, and 6 Me dmm ams illustrative
of the various positions of the movable parts

at corresponding stages in the operation of

the invention;
- Fie. 7
ng the construction of the bottom of the
momble receptacle ;. | |

Pm 1s a side elevation p1'0]ected from
Fig. 7;

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary plan view of the

' bt‘lthlla,IV platform for the repository; and

Fig. 10 15 a side elevatlon projected from
Kig. 9. -

The characters appearing in the descup—
tion refer to parts shown in the drawings t
and designated thereon by correspondmrr
characters.

The invention Lompmses essentially a 1@-
pository, a movable receptacle for receiving
articles and conveying them into the re-

pository and two members for closing re-

spectively the inner end and the top of the
receptacle.

The repository consists of a cabinet 1 hav-
ing a chamber 2 therein that extends hori-
zontally from the front 3 to the back 4.
the front end of the chamber being closed

18 4 fl..-.wmentary plan view show-

.-_]I] the COl‘I‘eSp()ndlno Sld@ |
the groove extending ]10112011tf111y in the
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by a door 5. 1If so desired the cabinet may
be constructed 1m the usual manner “as a

refrigerator in order that the chamber 2

may be maintained at a low temperature.
The movable receptacle consists of a
drawer 6 positioned so as to slide from ‘the
back of the cabinet into the chamber 2
thereot, the sides 7 of the drawer being pro-
vided with orated openings to permit circu-
lation of air therethrough. The outer end
9 of the drawer 6 has in connection there-
with an Inwardly protruding displacement
block 10, and the bottom of the drawer 1s

formed by a series of longitudinally dis-

posed parallel rods 11 that are spaced apart
anc secured at their respective ends by cor-
responding cross bars 12 and 13. A roller
14 18 provided at each end of the bar 12.
which rollers bear upon the bottom 15 of
the chamber 2, and the cross bar 13 1s se-
cured to the inner face of the outer end 9 of
the drawer beneath the block 10. A rod 16

is arranged transversely at the bottom of

the clm,mbel near the rear end ther eol each

end of the rod being held loosely in ph(‘

by a corresponding bracket 17, the forward
end 18 of which projects upwardly in the
path of the corresponding roller 14 so as to
limit the outward movement of the drawer
by obstructing the roller. In the lower part
of the chambel 2 is fixed a horizontally dis-
posed pldtfoun 19, the rear end of which
has a series of down turned spaced fingers

20 with coresponding qpertures 21 therebe- -

tween and through which the rods 11 of the
drawer extend and move fr eely as the
drawer is opened and closed. The platform

19 is spaced above the bottom 1.) of the

chamber sufficiently to admit of the free
movement, beneath the platform, of the
cross rod 12, the rollers 14 and the rods 11.

The two members for the movable recep-

tacle consist respectively of a sliding cur-
HEach side of

tain 22 and a hinged lid 2
the ecurtamn 29 extends mto a groove 24
o1 the dl awer,

inner face of the side of the drawer adjacent
the upper edge thereof and continuing in
a vertical course adjacent the inner end of
the drawer to the bottom thereof, so that

when in one extreme position the curtain -
~will close the inner end of the drawer com-

pletely, and when 1n the opposite extreme .

posﬂ:}_on will completely close the top of the
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drawer, leaving the inner end of the drawer
open and unobstructed. The lid 23 is hinged
at its rear end to a plate 25 that 1s secured
in a transverse position in the drawer to the
sides thereof in a plane beneath the hori-
zontal path of the curtain, the front end
of the lid when in closed position being sup-
ported upon the upper end of the block 10.

The hinges 26 for the lid 23 are located so

that the 1id may be swung upwardly to 1ts
open position only when the curtain is
moved to its extreme position in which 1t
closes the inner end of the drawer and leaves
the 1id 23 fully exposed. The front section
27 of the curtain, when moved so as to over-
lap the rear end of the lid 23, prevents the
opening of the lid and it will therefore be
understood that the opening of the lid, and,
consequently, access to the receptacle, may
only take place when the curtain completely
closes the inner end of the drawer. This 1s
an especial feature of the invention. A co-
ordinate feature is the provision whereby
the curtain may be moved into its position,
in which the inner end of the drawer 1s
closed, only when the drawer 1s withdrawn
from the chamber 2 to its outermost lmi-
tation. This provision is accomplished by
fixing to the inner end of the curtain a bar
28 having at each end thereof a finger 29,
and placing a fixed angular guide 30 on the
inner face of each side of the chamber. Lhe
horizontal branch 31 of each guide 15 ar-

ranced with its upper edge approximately

in line with the top of the drawer, and when
the curtain is positioned to close the top of
the drawer, the fingers 29 on the bar 28
extend in a plane shiehtly above that of the
ouides, and therefore, the fingers 29 will
pass above the guides as the drawer 1s moved
into the receptacle, and the horizontal
branches of said guides will prevent the
curtain from closing the inner end of the

“drawer by obstructing downward movement

60

§345

of the fingers. The vertical branch 32 of
each guide is so located as to admit down-
ward movement of the fingers only when the
drawer is in its outermost position. and

when the enrtain is in position in which the

rear end of the drawer is closed, or partially
closed, the vertical branches 32 of the guides
prevent the mward movement of the drawer
from its open position by obstructing the
horizontal inward movement of said fingers.
The gcuides project correspondingly from
the sides of the chamber 2 sufficiently to en-
gage the fingers 29, but not to such an ex-
tent as to interfere directly with the move-
ment of the drawer.

In utilizing the invention, the cabinet is
positioned in a room with its back to a door
leading to the room so that access mmy be
had to the drawer 6 when said door 1s open.
and so the cobinet will prevent ingiess
through the Jdoor to the room. When sup-

1,516,150

plies are to be delivered, such for example,
as a package of meat 33, cr a bottle of milk
34, the deliveryman first opens the door to
its outermost pesition; second, moves the
curtaing so a to expose the lid and close the
inner end of the drawer; and third, opens
the lid and deposits the package or bottle
in the drawer. At this stage, it will be
noted, free access is had to the movable re-
ceptacle through the top thereof while the
receptacle is locked in open position because
of the arrangement of the fingers 29 and
the vertical branches of the guides 30, and
also access to the chamber of the repository,
through the drawer, 1s prevented because
of the position of the curtain. After the
supplies have Dbeen thug deposited in the
movable receptacle, the deliveryman frst
closes the lid; second, moves the curtamn to
its position in which the top of the recep-
tacle is closed thereby and the fingers 29 are
raiced to a plane above the guides; and
third, moves the receptacle into its closed
position. During the third operation the
package or bottle becomes transferred trom
the rods 11, that form the bottom of the
receptacle, onto the platform 19 in the re-
nository. The displacement block 10 1s so
proportioned and arranged as to protrude
into the chamber of the repository when the
receptacle is 1n closed position so that the
supplies will be moved thereby to a position
on the platform away from its rear end. At
this stage of the operation the supplies are
accessible for removal through the mner
end of the receptacle when the door 5 of the
repository is opened. In the event of a sub-
sequent delivery of supplies, before such re-
moval, the receptacle 1s again opened, leav-
ing previously delivered supplies sustained
upon the platform in the repository. Upon
moving the curtain so as to permit the open-
ing of the lid, the rear end of the receptacle
is closed by the curtain and the previously
delivered supplies thereby become macces-
sible through the receptacle. When the ad-
ditional supplies are moved onto the plat-
form by the closing of the receptacle. as
in the former instance. the previousgly de-
posited supplies arve crowded forward on the
platform by the incoming new supblies.
The operation may be repeated until the
repository becomes filled. -

By constructing and operating the mven-
tion as set forth, personal attendance upon
the part of the purchaser. when supphies
are delivered may be safely dispensed with.
bhecange even though the rveceptacle 1s ac-
cessible. the repository is at all times 1mac-
cegsible through the receptable when open.
Thus pilfering is circumvented.

What I claim 18:— |

1. In a service cabinet for the reception
of woods, a repository having a supporting
menns 11 it bottem foir goods received there-
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in and a door for the chamber of the reposi-

tory for the removal of the goods; a movable

receptacle extending into the repository pro-
vided with means for closing the same, the

bottom of the receptacle having supporting a

means for goods placed therein and extend-
g movably beneath the supporting means
in the repository; an inwardly protruding

~cisplacement block i the outer end of the

receptacle arranged so that the goods de-
posited 1n the 1*ecepta,ele will be automati-
cally transterred therefrom onto the support-
ing means in the repository as the repository
is closed by the receptacle; a hinged lid 1n
the upper part of the 1ecepmcle contr olling
access thereto through the top of the recep-
tacle; a movable curtain 1n connection with
the receptacle arranged to close the inner
end of the receptacle and expose the lid, or
to conceal the hd and leave the inner end

of the receptacle unobstructed, accordingly
as the curtain 1s adjustably positioned ; angu-
Iar guides projecting from the sides of the
chamber in the repository, each of said

ouides having a horizontal and a vertical

bmnch means in connection with the cur-

tain, eno*"weable by the vertical bl*mehes of

39

40

45

50

N
o |

GO

said 0111(1@9 when the receptacle 18 1 open
1)051t1011 and the curtamn 1s moved into post-
tion to close the mner end of the recep-
tacle. to prevent mward movement of the

bhranches of said Omdes when the curtain is
positioned to close the top of the receptacie

and the receptacle 1s moved from 1its ouler-

most position, to prevent the curtain from
being moved to 1ts position wherein the
inner enc of the receptacle 1s closed; and
means lmiting the outward movement of
the receptacle. -

2. In a service cabinet for the reception ot
ooods, a repository having a chamber there-
in and a door for the removal of goods

from the chamber; a movable 1e:ceptacle eX-

tending into the chamber provided with
means for closing the same; a platform 1n
the chamber overhan omng the bottom of the
receptacle; a displacement means 1n the for-
ward part of the receptacle for the auto-
matic transfer of goods from the receptacle
onto the platform as the receptacle 1s closed,
a lid controlling access to the receptacle
when the receptacle is in 1ts outermost posi-
tion; a curtain movably arranged in the re-
ceptacle to close the inner end thereof and
expose the Iid o1 to conceal the Iid and leave
the inner end ot the receptacle unobstructed
accordingly as the curtain is adjustably po-
sitioned ; means to limit the outward move-
ment of the receptacle; and means for hold-
mg the receptacle 1 its outermost position
while its inner end is closed by the curtain

and to prevent the curtain from being
moved to expose the id when the 16('01}1:‘1@16

receptacle, and engageable by the horizontal

is moved from its outermost position into
the repository

Tn a service cabinet for the 1eceptlon'

of O‘OOdS, a chambered repository including
a door controlling the removal of g ood S
therefrom; a movable recelving membel for
contmlhng the 1ngress of goods to the re-

posttory, said receiving member having an

inlet opening and a second opening com-
municating with the chamber of the reposi-
tory; a platform in the lower part of the
repository; a supporting means for goods 1n
the bottom of the receiving member and be-
ime movable beneath the phtfoun a dis-
placen’lent in the receiving member for mov-

g goods from the supportmﬂ means in the

recelving member onto the platform; a lid
contmllmo the inlet opening of the receiving
member ; and a closing means 0011t1“011111g

communication between the recelving mem-

ber and the chamber of the repository, and

being operable to prevent opening of the lid

when communication is open between the

Tecelving member and said chamber.

4. In a service cabinet for the reception
of goods, a chambered repository including

a door controlling the removal of goads'
~therefrom; a receiving member for control-

Iing the ingress of ﬂoods to the repository,

said 1CCeIVING member having an 1nlet op-
ening and a second opening connnunlmtulﬁ
with the chamber of the Tepository; a hd
controlling the 1nlet opening of the receiv-
ing member; and a closing means controlhnﬂ
communication between fhe receiv g mems-
ber and the chamber of the vepository, and
being operable to prevent opening of the lid
when communication 1s open between the re-
celving member and said chamber.

. In a service cabinet for the 1e(,ept10n
of Ooods, a chambered repository including
a cdoor for the removal of goods therefy om
a movable receiving member extending into

the chamber of the repository mdept,ndent-

said receiving member having |
110

of said door;

an inlet opening; a hd controlling the inlet

opening of the receiving member ; and means
the

controlling communication between
chamber of the repository and the receiving
member operable to close commnmcatlon
therebetween and lock the receiving member
1 1ts outermost position, and to prevent,
opening of said Iid when moved to open
communication between the said chamber
ancl receptacle, and being inoperable to close
communication between said chamber and
receptacle when the receptacle 1s moved from
1ts outermost. position info the chamber.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my s-i onature

111 presence of two witnesses. -
_ TLORGHE RR. CRA_W"
Witnesses :
MaTILDA M:E:TTLER,
Warrer (5. Burxs.
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