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tioned ch‘wacter
‘struction as to emble the ax head to be fold-

Patented Nov. 18, 1192%
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Applwatmn filed Aprﬂl 18 1924

To a]l w]wm it My CONCErn:
Be it known that I, IRA C. Love, a 011;1/611

of the United St'lte% residing at Reece, in
the connty of (xl*eenwood and State of Kan- -
sas, have mvented certain mew and useful

Improvements in Eo]dmg Axes, of Wthh
the xollowmcr is a specification.

This’ invention relates to new and useful
1mpmvements in axes of the folding type
and has for its plzmmpal ob]ect to provide

&mple and efficient means whereby the

‘11 head may be supported m an opel ‘Ltwe
or inoperative position.
One of the important Db]ects of the pres—-

ent invention is to provide a folding ax of

the above mentioned ‘character, wherem the
ax head may be readily and easﬂy moved to
opemtlve position and held therein against
accidental d1splaeement the locking means
associated with the ax lhead and handle
therefor being further pr

A stlll further Ob]BGt of the mventlon 18
to provide a folding ax of the above men-
‘Whl(]h is of such a con-

ed.into an inoperative position whereby the
ax may be conveniently carried around in a

compact manner and without any danger of

the same causing any injury to the person
by the cutting edfre of the ax blade.

A still fm:th,er abject is to provide a fold-

ing ax of the abqve mentloned cha,ra,cter,
whlch ig simple in construction, Inexpensive,

strong and durable and furthermore adapt-
ed for the purposes for Whlch it is desig-

nated.

Other 0b]eﬂt% and advantwee' of thls in-
-vem:mn will- become appqrent during the

course of the following description.

In the 4CCOMpPanyiIng dramn forming a
part of this specification a:nd- in which like
numerals designate like parts through@ut

the saIme,

Fioure 1 is 3 sude elevation of my im-

1k

.prmred ax showmg the same in an operative
posifion ‘Wlﬂl parts shown in section, and

Figure %) is a similar View showmn' the ax

"head in a folded p031t1011
In the dra,wuw wherein for the purpose
of illustration 18 shown the preferred em-

bodiment of my invention, the numeral 1
demgnates ~handle, the upper portlon of

OF REECE,
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drawing:.

"oi the

18 prmflded with a Iontntudma,lly extendmd
slof 8 and the pivot pin 9 extends’ tmls-.

rovided with means
for receiving the cuttmg edge of the blade
of the ax head when the Iatter 1S 1n an mnop-
erative position thuq rendering the handling
of the ax when not in nse more safe. -

11 hold‘a the spring 10 in

the ]ai(}h 7 Wﬂ]

‘the cut away portlon

adjacent the hammer head 5
'manner cle‘u"ly 1]1ustrated

KANSAS.

Sei*ial N 0. 707 460'

Whlch 18 bllurcated s %hown at 2 1n the
Adapted to be pivotally support-
ed in the biti 1rcatud end of the handle 1 1s
the ax head 38, the same bemcr of the HSIH]
construction and provided 'Wlth a cutting
edrre 4 on. one eml and the Ilsual hamm{*z
head on the opposne end. The pivot means
for the 4% head 15 11]118131 ated at 6 and the

“ax head is preferably pivoted between the
“upper bi:

furcated end of the handle ‘ld]il—
hammer head portion 5 thereof

cent the 1

Pivotally and shdably supported in the_

mteitmedmte portion of the bifurcated end
Tlhandle 1 is the latch 7. The liteh 7

versely through the bifurcated portlons of

the hand]e .:md thrmwh the slot 8 of ﬂle-

latch 7 whereby the latter is pivotally sup-

ported between the bifurcated ends of the

handle. The purpose of the slot 8 is to pro-
vide a means for permitting the longitudi-

nal sliding movement of the latch between- |

the buul*mted portlons of the handle and

‘normally the pivot pin 9 rests in the bottom

of the slot 8 through the medium of the coil
spring 10 which 1s disposed in a suitable
opening provided in the apper nortion of
the Iatch and a a plug SLlCh as is shown at
place between the
pivot pin 9 and the hottom of the plug so
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that the spring Wlll normallv cause the latch

to be chsposed in the manner as shown in

TFigure 1.
The lower portion of the Iatch 18 cut'
away at its side as shown at 12 to promde

the shoulder 13 and the shoulder 13 is adapt-
ed to coopemte with a smnla,r shoulder 14

formed on the ad]acan‘r side of the handle 1

and which extends into the lower portion
of the hif urcation 2. The pnrpose-of this

construction is to prmﬂde 2. means WhBJ_BbV
be securely suppmted N
poa"itmn betweeu ’rhe hifureated portions of

the handle and in engagemerat ‘with the ax

head so as to enable the ax fo be properly

used in the manners herema,fter to he more
fully described. Provided on the upper por-

tlon of the atch 7 on he %dld side in Whmh

vide a shoulder 13 is the ﬂqnged portlon 15

and the upper edge of which tapers as shown
at 16 for e wamment with the notch 17

formed 1n the bottom face of the ax head 3

12'1s arranged to pro-

thereof in the
The ﬁanged-'
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~ furcated ends of the hand!
“vent the ] Inwar d mov ement of thg th(*h when

operates with the tapered upper edge 19 of

10

portlon 15 will enfmge the 51r1ef; of the bi-

the ax 1s 1 an op.._,._am?e position.
‘The ax head 8 has its bottom face pro-

'vlded with the mpeled cut away portion

18 adjacent the notch 17 and the same co-

the latch 7. The ax head 3 is Turther pro-
vided with a shoulder 20 which is .;111{1113%4
on each side of the same and the purpose
of this shoulder is to provide a means for

engagement with the opposite side of the

" 15

90

~ channel 22, thé purpose of which will be

'--Lwes with the notch 21 and the same

'blfurmted ends of the h‘md]e when the ax

is in an operative position in the manner

clearly ﬂlustmted n Figure 1.

The latch T is prowded in one of 1ts side

Pro-
vides-a means for actuating the latch. The

opposite side face of the Tateh is provided
with a longitudinally extending groove or

B heremafter more fully described.

Normally the ax head when in an opera-
1'“we position is arranged as is shown in Fig-

ure 1 of the dmwnm and 1t will thus be

seen that the tﬁpered upper edge 19 of the

lateh is held in engagement with the tapered

el -
b ot
:_'_'[

~ latch 7 is moved downwardly, 1t bemo* un-
-derstood that there is sufficient cleamnce be-
tween the lower end of the latch and the

——
ey ’
B

cut away portion 18 of the ax head by means

of the coil spring 10 which normally holds
the latch. upwardly between the blfﬂl’@ﬂted,

ends of the handle and the flanges 16,
shoulders 20 and the cooperating shoulders

13 and 14 will prevent any pOSSlblIltV of

the ax head Trom acmdentﬂﬂy mldmo up
~when'in use.

When it is not desued to Tuse the ax. the

bottom -of the bifurcation. to permit the

~downward movement of the latch and as

t"'l_}

B |
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the handle ¢

tudinally extending groove 22 formed in
one of the sides “of the lateh,

the latch moves downwardly, the spring is
compressed and the upper end of the latch

1s brought out of engagement with the
tapered cut away portion 18 in the notch 17
formed 1n the bottom of the ax head 8. The
latch "7 is then swung outwardly into the
direction of the arrow until the same is dis-
posed in a substantially horizontal position t
- 1n the manner shown in Figure 2. |
‘head 3 18 then swung on 1its pwot 6 between

Tlle a

the bifurcated ends of the handle in the op-

“posite direction of the arrow in such a man-
ner as to cause the cutting edge 4 of the ax

3 to be received in the b1fu1mated portion of
and the same will fit in the longi-

1t belnﬂ’
further under stood that the ﬂroove 29 WIH

‘be arranged in the latch 7 so as to com-
pletely encase the cutting edge of the blade
of the ax head mm the manner more clearly
‘1lustrated in Figure 2.

and latch are 1n the p031t10n shown in Fig-

When the ax heau

and also pre-

displacement.

1,515,688

ure 2, the ax may be conveniently and safely
carried around without any danger of the
person handling the ax coming in contact
with the cuttmo edge thereof.

'The Sll_nphcuy of my device enables the
same to be readily and easily placed m an

operative or inoperative position as the case

may be and the latch © will hold the ax
head 1n erther position against accidental
Furthermore an arrange-
ment of this character provides a device

which may be manufactured at a very low

cost and the parts further arranged as to be

strong and durable.

While I h;we shown the preferred em-
bodiment of my invention, it is to be under-
stood that various changes 1n the size, shape
and arrangement of palts may be resorted
to without “departing from the spirit of the
invention and the scope of the appended
claims.

Having thus described my
what I claim 15—

i. A folding ax comprising a bifurcated
handle, an ax “head pwotally supported 1n
the outer ends of the bifurcated portion of
sald handle, a latch pivotally and slidably
supported in the bifurcated portion of the
handle, resilient means for normally urging
the latch into engagement with the ax head
tor holding the same in an operative posi-
tion. means for limiting the swinging move-

ment of the latch 111 one du‘ectlon means

invention,

for lumiting the swinging movement of the
ax

head 1n one direction, said latch being
puwded with a slot for receiving the cut-
tmg edge of the ax head when the ax head
1S 1IN an Inoper uUTe p051t1011

2. A tolding ax comprising a bifurcated

handle, an ax head pwotally supported m

the outer end of the bifurcated portion of
the handle, a latch shidably and pivotally
suppmtod in the bifurcated portion of the

‘handle, means for normally urging the latch

1nto ennanemﬂnt with the ax head for hold-
ng the satne in an operative position, means

'fm Lhimitimg the C_‘anl]ﬂIl]ﬂ movement of the

latch and ax head in one direction, said
latch adapted to be disposed in a substan-
hally horizontal plane when in one position,
sa1d Tateh having a groove provided there-
in for receiving the Cuffmfr edge of the ax
head when the same 1s d1spoqed between
the biturcated ends of the handle when in an
11101391 ative position.

3. A folding ax comprising a bifurcat ed
handle, an ax “head pivotally supported in
the upper end of the bifurcated handle, a
latch slidably and pivotally supported in
the intermediate portion of the bifurcated
end of the handle, a coil spring associated

with the latch and the handle for normally

vrging the lateh into engagement with the
ax head for holding the Tatter in an opera-
t1ve position, means at the upper end of the
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% adapted for engagement with the lower

1,515,688

Jatch adapted for engagement with the bi-
turcated handle to limit the inward move-
ment, of the latch, additional means associ-
ated with the lower portion of the latch and
por-
tion of the bifurcated end of the handle for

~ limiting the outward movement of the latch

* when the ax head is in an operative posi-

posed 1n a Stlbstdntlally horizontal plane,
‘and being further provided with a groove
for receiving the cutting edge of the ax head

when the same 1s dlsposed between the bi-

furcated ends of the handles When n an -
In testimony Wheleoi I affix my mgna-. '

'ture
~tion, sa1d latch bemg adapted to be dis-

oper ative position.

IRA C.LOVE.
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