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Apphcatmn ﬁlcd Apul A, 1991

To all fu,:fmm it may cmme?%
Be it known that I, Taomas . Murery,
a citizen of the Umted States of Awemm

residing at New York city, borough of Man-

5 hqttsmj State of New York, have invented

certain new and useful Ymprovements in
S, Of W 111(:11 th{, mllow ng 18 a

Mail Boxes
specification.

My invention relates parulmhdy to the

10 type of mail-box commonly usec in apart-

ment houses, in which a separate mail com-

partment is provided for each tenant; the

- compartments being arranged side by 51&9

In one or A number of rows and either per-—

15 manentljz set into a recess 1n the wall or en-

closed in a suitable casing in the torm (;'E A
portable cabinet. o -

This type of mail-box, now generalw 111 -
ploved 1S ob]ectmnable for many reasons:

The mail carrier is required to insert the
maﬂ one piece at a time, through a narrow
stot in the door of each compartment. "This
method of delivery, in addition to being very

slow and laborious, 1s umatwfauow for the

25 reason that frequently,, owing to the diffi-

30

35

40

culty of forcing the mail thr0110*11 the narrow

slot, the ends of the containing envelopes

are left sticking out, accessible to inauthor-
1zed persons Who from curiosity or more
Ser10us motwes may readily remove the
same.

Another ob]ectmn is the necesmty, for the

1*1f0rm‘1t1011 and oguidance of the mail car-

rier, of plainly markmﬂ‘ each of the several
compqrtments with the name of the tenants
to whom. they are assigned. This public
display of the tenants’ names results 1n their
- being harassed and annoyed by persons tak-

ing mdvant‘}.w of the mformﬂtwn t0 com-

municate with them on various subjects.
Again, as usually located, the mail com-

har’cmemi must he opened *md the presence
of mm] therem determined hv the sense of

touch, as it is ordinarily rhfﬁmﬂt,, it not
1mp0c351b]e to get a view of the interior,

elther by reason of the lack of light or Jm'

‘box being placed too low f or fomfem@m eX-

~ amination. |
Hawng in mind the for@c’*mnn and other
objections, I have pmduced a construction
_whuzh not only meets and overcomes them

- but pessesses many i ,pertqnt advantages to

be hereinafter pointed out.
The invention conmsts n a maﬂ hox, com-

s1rved,

serial No. 458,..;86

;)1‘1@1110 2 series of pigeon-holes mounted in
a frame or other structure, a main door
h]n;}ed to the frame or othel structure and

wiapted to conceal all o said pigeon-holes,
noseries of openings In lh“ main door cor-

wmwnfl Yoy W‘th the mgeon-holes and coin-

ciding with the openings of said pigeon-
holes when - the main door is - closed, a %BI‘IE‘%
ot smaller doors fitted to the Gpenm s 1n
the main door

access to the individual pigeon- h{ﬂeq means
for locking and wunlocking the m‘lm and
smaller doors ¢, and a series ot receptacles
stidably  ftted in said nigeon- ho]es and
adapted to he w 1th{lrf1w*'1 from the p1geon-
hdes through the openings in the main
door when the main door is in closed and
tocked condition zmd the sm‘ﬂler cdoors are

| _mwued |
The _nvemqi_(m also consists In the details
ot congtruction and combinaticn of parts,

£ C"
LJLh_J

a1 mbﬁmmimﬂv T will proceed now more
MW to st orth and ﬁ:ﬂrllly claim.

Tn the accompanying drawing, I have il-

Tustrated one form of mail-box f—‘:mt*‘ll‘)le for
carrving mv nvention into effect, hut I do
not wish to be undevstood as limiting my-
self to the same, as its employment here is
for purposes of illustration only and it may
be varied or departed fron to any extent de-
within the scope of the claims.

Tn the drawing—

Fig. 1, 1s fl"")erfspeciwe view mc a mail-
hox of cabinet form, constructed in accord-
ance with my invention and %howmg 1ts
uge by the mail carrier, m the ﬂelwery of
maﬂ | -

w illustrating the

mﬁ_ nner 0_%'_ remos rmg the mful by a box- hold-
er, and R
M. 3,5 a deta1l sectional view.
Referring now fo the dmwmgi‘:, 1 repre-

sents a geries of “pweﬁ*} -holes”
and arrangement of which may ‘be varied in
any manner desired, according to the condi-
tions and requirements of each honse, 1n
which the mail hox 1s mqm]led '

The construction of the “pigeon-holes” is
unimportant and mayv be the usual solid
wood form or the metal skeleton form, be-
mge employed to serve only to support a
eorrec'pondmg series of mail containers 2,
which as shown, are preferably thin sheet

‘metal hoxes, open : fxt the t{m and front, and

and flrhpfwl to open and close

. the number-
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10

| _Si‘mt]‘]l]‘y coinelding 1m rhmmwmn with the
- gsize suwitable for per-.
mitting. movement of the mail containers
outward and inward through, the said open--

15

Jecked . condltloﬂ

20

95
~at the boi‘mm as indicated at 8, and to SWIng

preportwned to be eaf-;lhr moved in and out

of the pigeon-hole. . -
This pigeon-hole ease with it% mail con-
tainers, may be set in a recess to come flush
with the wall or 1t may, as illustre Ltefl be

enclosed in an open frount cabinet 3, qup*-_

ported from either the floor or the wall.
Closing the open front of the cabinet

there 1s preferablv a main hinged door 4,
opening 5 are formed, C(ﬂ"‘]"{?‘%ﬂﬂnl -~

-m which o
1no in 1111mbe1'- and arl"ma’en’lent and sub-

pigeon-holes and of

imgs when the main door 1s closed fmd 1in

The main door 4 15 secured by a lock 6
the key to: which is carried by the pastman
and .under general ad
described Wpﬂ of ma,

of: all of the mail cabmﬂts
Closing each of the openings. 5 in the
main door. 4, there 1s.a small door 7, hinged

~ oubwardly and provided sith stop lugs. 9

20

adapted to engage the front of the m‘un;
door; to check “md hold the small door from.
swinging downward below the horizontal,

to afford a Suppm't for the. -ecewtqcle's when

4.0)

"thre mail,

“withdrawn from: the Dweon -holes
Each of the small doors is. prow deﬂ with

a lock 10, the key to whmh is-carried 1}"5?' the
person. to whom the box is assigned.

The small doors may be. promdf—\c{ Wlth
ghs p'mel but are pre ferably solid, hfwm
only a small opening therein for the
‘%ﬂrtmn_ of the key to.the door lock..

In use, the postman, on arriving to deliver
door 4 and
SWIngs it open, exposing the open front.of

unlocks: the Smain .

"~ the entire qerles of mail ho:&:ea: or. eonhmerq

5D 5

2.5 111115‘51"1%6(] in T‘ln 1.

bOX at. Or near: bbe bottom thereof.

Tt iwill ' be observed that the postman is.

o not in any way hampered or inconvenienced
- in the distribution and delivery of the mail,
-brlt.._.rm the contrary. is provided. with thﬂ
 same “pigeon hole” tvpe of case. 10 which he.
1S accustomedm hﬂ‘nr“ﬂmo mail in the. post.

office...
The postm

the mbmet whwh 1S wtomahcaﬂy qe{‘mod

g0 -

86

by..a “snap”
for him to use his key. .

The tenant or box-holder, comine along
now .for.his mail. and beﬁw ‘Famﬂmr W’]th_

the location of hm box or Tdmtﬁvmﬂ it by

r 1 r L

the. numbml of ‘his key unleck& Lhe sma,ll.

‘bar on the front of his box and draws

option of the above
il-box, this would be:
“a master ey common to-the _ma,m door locks:

IT'I_* |

and ke then dis-
.-tubutm the mail for fhe honcse being guided
in ;locating the. hoxes of the rhﬂeren‘r fen-.
“ants. by 1sbels .or name. plates secured on.
2, bar 11, extending across the front of each

hmvmﬂ* mm"tﬂe’red the de- .
11*&'01"5 of the. fmml c]n%eq the, main donr- of

Tock,: making 1t unnecessary

1,459 031

door of his box, which swings dOWn to a
horizontal ﬂane,an 1 is themheld by the stop

'111*:}5 thereon. Reaching. through . the open-

ing in the main door, e orasps the name

the
box outwar d as ﬂhlqtz ated 1n I‘lﬂs 9 .md

the small door serving as a %Llpp()]t for the

0

box. With the box in the position just de-

Sers bed any mail matter contained therein

18 110t; onlv tully -exposed either through the

open front or the open top but re%dlly ac-
cessible for removal.

box outward through the door opening, the

By 8.

removal -of the mml is not only fr]:eﬁthf fa<.

cilitated. but the interi or-of the bOX 15 ful]‘v
e}:posed to view in. the full light.of that y por-:

tion of the- buﬂdmw in Whlch the. cabmet 18
located, making Jt ‘thereby improhable, if

not 1mp0851ble for a person to overlgol: small.

pieces of mail at the bottom of .the box.
Having removed. his -

turns the hox to. pmpev positien by, pushing

it inward into its pigeon . Thole and.. cbses
the sma]l door, which, like- the main. cabmet
door, .1s 1"efembhr locked by..a snap -lock,
mfﬂ;mn' 1t UNNeCessary. to. use:the key..

In o thus dmwmﬂ the,.

ml the tenant re- .

75 _

80

00

wampg theretore,. ﬂescmbed my inven- .

tl{)Il T claim: - - .
1A mail box, comprising a series of alg
eon-holes and. a frame or support therefor,
a2 main door mombly ed to the frame or
support, a series. of , openings. m. the- main
doow’ cox*re%pondmo' with the plgeon- “holes
and coinciding . with, the openings. therem
when the main door is c]osed A geries of
smaller:. doors .for the- openings, in the, main
door. fa:nrl serving, as closures for the pigeon-
holes, means for locking. and unlocking the.
main door and, the. individnal smaller r]m}m
a series of receptacles slidably fitted. in smﬂ
pigeon-holés and adapted. to. e wﬂhdr‘lwn
therefrom {hrounh ﬂ’m openings n the main,
door whep the.main door .is in closed .ov
Jocked: cond; tion and, the smaller dﬁm"f" are.
01’}@1’19(1 and means. fm’ supporting the small-
er. doprs in hovizontal position to afford . a
support for the recepta elef-: When mth drawn
from. the pigeon-holes: . . -
2. A mail bhox,, comprising .2 series. OF
pigeon; ho’fe and, fvamﬁ or Suppovt there-
for, a main door movablw fixed to the f*r‘a,me

or C;‘upnorf and fs.rhnted to. ﬂonceaﬂ 5111 of
said pigeon- __11("16 |

main door correqpoﬂﬂmo Tmﬂw f’hw mn D‘n.._

holes- ﬁnd coinciding with the openings, of.
said me'eon h(ﬂes when , the main.. door 13
closed, a .series of mm]ler dnorq hmﬂ*ed at,
their boﬁomq to the openings in, the main:
door to swing outwardlv to ‘1ﬂ01‘ﬂ access, to
the.individual pigeon holes means for Iock:—
ing and. mﬂockuw tha main door and the i in-

- chwduﬂ smaller. doors.;, a series of receptacles

slidably fitted | in sald pigeon-holes .and
a,dapted to be thhdrfmn therefrom thmuﬂ‘h
the openings in the main dOQr when the main
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door is in c]bsed: and locked cond1t1(jn and  In tesmmony whereof, I hereby affix my

the smaller doors are opened, and lugs on  signature in the presence of two witnesses.
the smaller doors adapted to engage the

main door to hold the smaller doors in hori- - THOMAS_ FRANCIS MURPHY.
8 zontal position to afford a support for the  Witnesses:
receptacles When w1thd1 awn from the plgeon ~ H. A. Dixon,

holes. I _ o G. A MGINTYRE
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