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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HARRY DAVIS TOWNSEND, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUNMBIA,

HOLDER FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE.

Application filed February 16, 1921. Serial Wo. 445481, o

To all whom it mazy concern.:

~ Re it knewn that I, Harry Davis Town-
suND, a citizen of the United States, residing -

at Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful lm-

provements in Holders for Books. and the
like, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. S ' - o
This invention has as its object to pro-

vide a device for use in holding books,

~ pamphlets, or the like as for example Chris-

~work, the delivery of lectures or ser-

tian Science Quarterlies, Bible lesson books,

post cards, index cards, photographs, and.
in fact any text or similar matter in book,

pamphiet or leaf form to which reference 1s
to be made in the course of reading or study

- mons, ete.
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One of the objects of the invention is to

provide a device for the purpose stated
which will be neat and attractive 1n appear-
ance and which will support the book,

pamphlet or the like placed therein in flat
opened condition and at a desired angle of

inclination. L
Another object of the invention 1s to SO

construct the device that it_ wil@ se.curelyl
hold the matter placed therein without ob- -

scuring any conslderable portion thereot.

Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide a device for the purpose stated which,
while adapted to support the matter to be
held therein in an inclined position, will not
he liable to be overturned or be overbal-
anced. S

Another object of the invention 1s to s0
construct the device that one member there-
of may be readily separated from the base
so that when the device is not 1 use or 18
being carried about from place to place 1t
may be conveniently arranged within a lim-
ited space. | -

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1is a perspective view of one form
of the device embodying the invention;

Figure 2 is a front elevation thereot;

Figure 3 is a side elevation;

TFigure 4 is a perspective view illustrating
the back rest separated from the base;

1 P

Figure 5 is a view partly in side elevation

~and partly in front to rear section illustrat-

b
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ing the form shown in the preceding fig-
nres, - | -
Figure 6 is a view similar to Ifigure 5
illustrating a modification of the invention;

of polished surfaces upon which the device
- may be disposed. o S

Ifigure 7 1s a perspective view of the back

rest of the form shown in Eigure 6.

The device embodying the invention com-

prises a base which is indicated in general

by the numeral 1 and which may be of wood 60
or any other material suitable for the pur-

‘pose and of any desired marginal contour

s for example of the oblong rectangular

form shown in the drawings. In both forms
of the invention the base 1 has embedded or 65
in any suitable manner anchored within it
a strip or block 2 of lead or other heavy
metal or any other material found suitable.
for the purpose, the base for this purpose
being preferably formed with a groove 3 70

~extending longitudinally of 1ts under side

and parallel to its forward edge and the said
oroove being, if desired, restricted in the di-
rection of 1ts open side so as to retain the
block or strip 2 therein. Anvy suitable fac- 75
ing 4 of leather, cloth, or other material may

‘Dbe applied to the under side of the base 1 so

that there will be no likelihood of marring

~ In that form of the invention shown in
Figure 4 of the drawings the base 1 1s

formed with two or more sockets 5 which
open through its upper face and are located
in & line parallel to the rear edge of the base g5
and which are inclined downwardly and for-

wardly from the plane of the said upper
face of the base. The back rest in this form

of -the invention is indicated in general by
the numeral 6 and the same may be formed g0
of wood or any other material suitable for

the purpose and is in the nature of a plate
or slab of the desired thickness and having

any desired marginal outline. The forward
face 7 of the back rest and the lower edge 8 95

‘thereof are positioned in planes at an acute

angle to each other, and the said edge 8 1s
formed with dowel pins which preferably
occupy a plane parallel to the plane of the
forward face 7 of the said rest, these pins 100
being adapted to be fitted into the sockets §
in the manner best shown in Higures 4 and

5 of the drawings with the lower edge 8 ot
the said rest resting flat upon the upper face

of the base 1. In this manner the back rest 105

6 is firmnly supported upon the base in a po-

‘gition inclined upwardly and rvearwardly

. oo

from the plane ot the said face of the base
and it will be understood that when the de-
vice is not in use and 1s to be carried about 110
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- form shown in the several figures ot the
drawings- although it may have any other
.ae,:,lmfl maromz‘bl contour.
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'pa,mphlet or the like, to be suppmtad
“disposed in opened condltlon between the
Torward face of the back rest 6 and the rear:
~face of the retaining member 10 and in.the
space 11 between these members.
 vest 6 affords a substantial. Support for the
‘book or the like a,,:ld the retaining member
10 serves to hold the book or tne ]me In open.
condition and yet because of its approximate
triangular form, it serves this purpose with-
‘out obscuring :111‘57 material
- of the book.
~or the like is supported in a rearwe ardly
co upwa,rdly inclined position by the demce and
- that the supporting means is located near the
35 rear side of the base 1 but due to the pro-
o vlslon of the welght 2 the devwe 18 pre-

- from plaee to phce or. stored away the back
“rest may be separated from the base and dis-
~ posed against the under side thereof so that

“the device as a whole will require less space
for its accommodation than ‘when the bacf;: :
~ rest is in position for use.
B Pelmfmuntly fixed upon the uppel face of ._
the base 1 in front of and in spaced relation
to the back rest 6 is a retainine member 10

preferably of the &pprommnte triangular

may. be l’mmed from wood or any other m

terial suitable for the purpose :ma may be
secured at its lower edge in any convenient -
manner to the said upper face of the base,

and 1n the use of the device, 23 111ustmi‘ed m
and 3 of the dra awings, the book

- The ] pack
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Thls member 10 -

Hig-

part of the text
Tt will ] be evident that the book

1,440,508

.....

overturned

Tloures 6 and 7 of the dr AWings, the base 1 is

..101*med in its upper side near 1ts rem: edgeand
 par allel thereto with a mortise 19 preierablv o

-_mwardly tapered, and the baek rest ¢ is
iormed with a tenon 13 extending longitud]—
nally of itg lower edge 8, the tenan bemng re-
movably fitted into the 11101 tise in the same
manner that the dowel pms 9 are fitt ed 11’1to:_f:

the sockets 5

Having thu& descmbe@ the mventmn Whmtj.

T claim ag new is:

- 1. In a device of he c.laSS deb(,ubed a,b.«,tse .
& back rest u ipstanding from the ba se 11%31’*‘[}_f..' |
~one side thereof, and a weight element asso- - -
the eppes,ite &1dc-_ '

ciated W1th the bme nea,r

__ Vented from being ovep}mlanced or bemﬁ 0
“accidentally e

‘In that i'mm of the. mventmn shown 1111 o
40

thereof. | o o
2. In dgﬂce oi the class dea@l"lbeﬁ a
-_-base b%; rest. ups 'tan-‘“hnn {from -the b-?t%“";.,..'-i :

_near one side’ tulereet and Jnmmed upward-

lyviin the dwer*hon of said side, and a weight -

-posﬁe %1{:1{3 tnel@{)ft

element 1 associated W1th tﬂe bﬁsa near s,he op-j_ 60

'base a biwk 1est upstanchna fi*om the bme’ |

near one side thereof and Sepqmble theyve-

~from, and a retaining member also upstand= 65
ing from the base in a plane parallel to. and

65

spaced  from the plane of the ‘back rest, the

In ‘tesmmonv whereof I af fix my swn ture

Hﬁ"{RY BAWS TOWNSEND
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.?;qpﬁ,ce between the back resb and- me 1“&1 f”"
memn member bemO' unoijsturucted U
70
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