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o _Application ﬁled' December 6, 1918, 'Seriafl No. 265,569,

7o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, 'rank WrLoszex, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Lackawanna, in the county of Erie and
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Soldiers’ Armor, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to protective armor
tor soldiers, and has for its object the pro-
vision of a body protector formed of a plu-
rality of hardened steel plates hingedly con-
nected together so as to accommodate the
movements of the wearer, the device being
provided with straps engageable about the
body of the wearer and being further pro-
vided with a separable metallic neck encir-
cling member whereby the device will be ef-
tectively maintained in position and pre-
vented from displacement when in use.

An 1important object is the provision of a
device of this character which has its rear
side upholstered or cushioned so as to render
1t comfortable in use.

An additional object i1s the provision of a
device of this character which will be com-

- paratively simple and inexpensive to manu-
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facture, highly efficient and durable in use
and a general improvement in the art.

With the above and other objects and ad-
vantages 1In view, the invention consists in
the details of construction to be hereinafter
more fully described, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 i1s a front elevation of the device
applied,

Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof,

Fig. 3 is a rear elevation detached,

Fig. 4 1s a cross sectional view,

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view
taken through the center of the device, and

Fig. 6 is a plan view showing the neck
engaging member in open position.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, I have shown the device as comprising

a plurality of main plates 10 which are

formed of hardened steel and which are
preferably substantially square in shape.

All of these plates are hingedly connected at

their meeting edges by hinges 11 which are
secured upon the rear sides of the plates 10.
Hinged uvon the upper edges of the upper-
most ones of the outer plates 10, as shown at
12, are other plates 13 which have their in-

- ner edges curved, as shown at 14. These

oo

plates 13 are adapted to be disposed upon the

-shoulders ot the wearer and have their in-

ner cdges curved for the accommodation of
a neck engaging member including front and
rear ring members 15 and 16 hingedly con-
nected at one end, as shown at 17, and de-
tachably connected at their other edges by
a latch bar 18 pivoted at 19 upon the section
19 and engageable with a keeper 20 on the
section 16. This neck engaging member is
connected with the remainder of the device
by means of a hinge 21 connected with the
lower forward edge of the section 15 and
with the upper edge of the uppermost cen-
tral one of the plates 10. -
oecured to the lower outermost plates 10
are walst-encircling straps 22, one of which
1s provided with a .buckle 28. Secured to
the plates 13 and to the straps 22 are other
straps 24 which are provided with buc-

kles 25.

In order that the device may be rendered
comfortable In use, I provide a continuous
upholstering or padding 26 which entirely
covers the rear sides of all of the plates 10
and 13. '

In the use of the device, the latch bar 18
1s disengaged from the keeper 20 after
which the section 16 is swung upon the pivot
17 so that the sections 15 and 16 may be en-
gaged about the neck of the wearer with the
plates 13 engaging upon his shoulders and
the plates 10 disposed against the front por-
tion of his body. The straps 22 are engaged
about the waist of the wearer and adjusted
by means of the buckle 23, and the straps
24 are then engaged and adjusted within
the buckles 25 so that the device will be
properly supported upon the body of the
wearer. The section 16 is then swung into
closed position in relation to the section 15
and the latch bar 18 is engaged with the
keeper 20 so as to hold this neck engaging
member 1In proper position.

From the foregoing description and a
study of the drawings it will be apparent
that I have thus provided an extremely sim-
ple device which will be a very efficient pro-
tection for soldiers especially in bayonet at-
tacks. It will also be noted that the con-
struction of the device is such that the va-
rious plates may move with respect to one
another so as to accommodate the movements
of the wearer. In view of the fact that the
neck-engaging member is hingedly connect-
ed with the plate portion of the device it
will be readily seen that the device may bqg
substantially flattened out so as to occupy
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but httle epece in storage end tra,nsporte-':'.-_
~ tion. '
- While T have shown -and described the
preferred embodiment of the invention, it
will of course be readily understood that T
reserve the right to make such changes in

~ the form, ‘construction and arrangement of .
perte as will not depart from the spirit of

o the 1nvent10n nor the SCOPG of the a,ppended --

claims.

: clalm

15

1. A device of ‘the cha,recter descrlbed-
~comprising a plurallty of metallic plates ar-
rOWS,
hmges secured ‘upon the rear sides of said

ranged m Vertlca,l ‘and horizontal

B plates and connecting the edges thereof,

- ghoulder-engaging pla:tes hingedly connect--

| ~ed “with ‘the upper edges of the outermost
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ones ‘of ‘the uppermost row .of- said. first
named plites, Interengaging ‘waist-encir-
~cling straps Secured upon the outermost ones
of the lowermost row of .said first named
‘plates, interengaging straps secured to said

ﬁrst named streps and to sald shoulder )

Ha:vmg thus descrlbed my mventlon, I

1,298,618

pla’tee, and a neck engagmg member hmg-.f..-: -
-edly connected with the upper edge of the
seentral one-of said ‘uppermost row of plates.

2. A demce of the character described

‘comiprising a plurality of metallic plates
arranged In vertical and horizontal rows, .
and thingedly connected at their ‘meeting .~
shoulder engaging plates hingedly -
| connected upon the upper: edges of the outer-
most ones of the uppermost row of said. first
‘named pletes, and hevmg their inner edges |
- curved, body-engaging straps - secured to.

edges,
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sald ﬁrst named plates, other body- engeg-_{
ing straps secured to said shoulder plates

:'end to said ‘first named Streps, a. peddmoﬁcm;-{ o

extending -over and covering the ‘rear side

of all of said plates, and a neck—engegmg;
“member meludmg a pair of ‘hingedly con-

nected ring members detachably connected -

together, one of - said Ting members belﬂ@.:
| hmO‘edly connected with the upper. edge of?'.-.

the central one in the uppermost TOoW. of sa,ld
eentrel Jplates. - -

.45"7'_-

In testl.mony whereof T eﬁix my ergneture .

FRANK WLOSZEK

Guples uf 1:1113 petefnt may be ebtamed for. ﬁve cents eac’h by eddressmg the “Commissmne‘r of’ Peteﬂts,
| | | Weshmgton,“n G » o .. - g
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