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To all whom it may concern.: _

Be it known that I, Roserr D. Joxus, citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Scran-
ton, in the county of Lackawanna and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain nes
and useful Improvements in Seli-Closing
Ink-Wells, of which the following is a speci-
fication. '

This invention relates to an improved 1k
well and has as its primary object to provide
a device of this character which will be seli-
closing so that evaporation of the ink will
be reduced to a minimum while, at the samc
time, the ink well will be practically dust
proot. o _ '

The invention has as a further object to
provide an ink well employing a closure
member in the nature of a ball or sphere

- which will be mounted to normally gravitate
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to position closing the ink well but wherein
said member may be easily displaced with a
pen when the pen may be dipped mto the

ink within the well. '

And the invention has as a still further ob-
ject to provide an ink well which will be

composed of few and simple parts which

may be readily disconnected from each other
in order that the ink well may be ecasily
cleaned.

Other and incidental objects will appear
during the course of the detalled description
of the invention. In the drawings, wherein
I have illustrated the preferred embodiment
of the invention, and wherein sumilar refer-
ence characters designate corresponding

- parts throughout the several views:
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Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my 1m-
proved ink well,

Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal sectional
view more particularly illustrating the
mounting of the closure member of the ink
well, and '

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing the top or lid of the device removed
from the body of the ink well, the closure
member not being illustrated.

In carrying the invention into effect, my
improved ink well is formed with a prefer-
ably rectangular hollow body 10 on the
front wall of which is provided a medially
disposed vertical dipping font 11 projecting
forwardly from the plane of said front wall
and substantially semi-circular in cross sec-
tion. Formed on the inner face of the front
wall at opposite sides of this dipping font
are shoulders or ledges 12 extending within

the forward corners of the body. Snugly
fitting within the body is a removable Iid 13
therefor. At its side and rvear edges the
lid is cut away to provide flanges 14 over-
hanging the upper edges of the body while
at its forward end the lid rests upon the
ledges. Raised from the lid 1s a medial en-
largement 147 and formed in this enlarge-
ment to open through the front edge of the
lid is a substantially eylindrical bore or
channel 15 having its axis tilted downwardly
toward its outer end. At its lower side this
channe] opens through the bottom face of
the 1id and owing to the tilting of the chan-
nel such opening, as clearly brought out 1n
Fig. 8, gradually increases in width toward
the outer end of the channel. Consequently,
when the lid 1s in place upon the body 10,
as shown in Fig. 2, the channel opens nto
the dipping font 11. Treely movable with-
in the channel is a closure member 16 sub-
stantially corresponding in racius to the
radius of said chaunel as well as the radius
of the dipping font.

Tt is now to be observed that when the hid
18 is applied, the closure member 16 will,
owing to the forward and downward incli-
nation of the axis of the channel 15, nor-
mally gravitate within the channel to roll
to the front end thereof. TFurthermore, 1t
will be noted that the front edge of the
channel lies In a vertical plane intersecting
the axis of the dippine font while the upper
edge of the dipping font lies in a horizontal
plane intersecting the axis of the channel.
Consequently, when the closure member ad-
vances to the front end of the channel, said
closure member will closely fit within the
channel snugly engaging the wall of the
dipping font at its upper end for closing the
font. The closure member will thus nor-
mally gravitate to position closing the ink
well and will normally maintain the ink well
practically sealed to the outer air. Evapo-
ration of the ink will thus be reduced to a
minimum while dust and dirt will be ex-
cluded therefrom. However, as will be read-
ily understood, the closure member may be
readily displaced from its normal position
within the chanmel by simply pressing the
point of a pen thereagainst when the pen
point may be dipped within the font 11 into
the ink within the font. Upon the removal
of the pen the member 16 will 1mmediately
<hift to again close the 1nk well.

It will accordingly be seen that I provide
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- a parﬁculaﬂy eﬂ’eetlve construction :for the
- purpose set forth. Furthermore, the ink
~well is very simple in its eonstruetmn and,

as will be seen, the parts thereof may e

readily deta,ched from each other so that the

o  1nk well may be easily cleaned.

Having thus described the mventlon what

'-1S claimed as new is:

1. An ink well meludmo* a body prowded

with a dipping font, a Tid closing the body,"
- and a closure member mounted to gravitate
- upon the lid to a position engaging the wall

- of said font for elosm the font.

2. Anink well mcludmc a bedy promded -
with a forwardly pI’O]EEutlllg dipping font

opening at the upper edge of the body,

0 lid closing the body and prowded with a
~raised portion h-wmg a channel formed
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~ therein registering with the font, and a clo-
sure member mounted to O'ramtate within

- the channel to a position engaging the Wall-'_ _
o ~and downwardly towald the font, and a. clo—:

~ of the font for closing the font.

3. An ink well including a body hamng _
~a forwardly directed dipping font formed
‘thereon opening at the upper edge of the
body, a lid normally closing the body and

S provided with an inclined channel register-
- Ing with the dipping font, and a closure

~ - member freely movable within said channel
. 30

to engage the wa,ll of the font for closing

L the font.

4. An mk well mcludmg a, body plowded'?
'"-'_;:_Wlth an outsta,ndmo dlppmtr font openmg_’_
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a,t the upper edge of the body

mally closing the body and pmwded with a
- channel having its axis inclined downwardly =
~toward the font, the outer end of the. cha,nneli N
-1ntersecting the axis of the dipping font in =~
~ one plane and the upper edge of the dipping

~ font intersecting the axis of the. channel 1n

hd nor-,_-'i_ -
35

another plane, and a closure member nor-

mally gravitating within the channel to a L

position closely fitting within the eha,nnel -

at its outer end and snucrly engaging the
wall of the dipping fent at lts upper end fer_'_
- closing the font. -- S
5. An ink well meludmcr a body promdedsg P
with an outsta,ndmg dlppmo' font opening - -
. at the upper edge of the bod y, a lid nor- -
‘mally closing the body and provided with a o
-raised portion bored to form a channel.open- -~ =
Ing through the forward end of said raised
,portlon and registering with the font, the

axis of the chanmnel bemﬁ* 1nclined: forwerdl

with an ink reservoir and havmo* a dipping

In testlmony whereof I affix my SIgnature

'ROBERT D. JONES. [r.s]

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ﬁve cents each by addressmg the “Commmsmner of Patents,

Washington, D ¢

sure member normally gremtatm within =~
'the channel to the outer end thereof engag-
ing the wall of the font for closing the font.
| 6 An ink Well including a body. provided SR
font adapted to be constantly Supplled with =
ink from the reservoir, and a closure mem- |
| be1 mounted to o*ra,vlta,te to-a position engag- |

- mg the wall of S&ld font for closing the font..
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