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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwarp KLLSWORTIH
BarTrad, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Los Angeles, in the county of Los
Angeles and State of California, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Hand-Guards, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements i

devices for confining the hands of children
to prevent them from sucking the thumbs or
fingers, and likewise to prevent the hands
coming in contact with the body of pa-
tients having skin diseases or the like, and
likewise to prevent the patient from dis-
turbing bandages and dressings in surgical
cases, and has for one of its objects to pro-

vide a simply constructed device which In-
closes the whole hand of the child or pa--

tient leaving the hands free to be moved
about within the improved device but et-
fectually preventing the insertion of the
thumb or fingers into the mouth, or other-
wise using the hand externally of the device.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction, as hereinafter shown and
described and then specifically pointed out
in the claims; and in the drawings 1illus-
trative of the preferred embodiment of the
invention— .

Figure 1 is a side elevation of one of the
improved devices;

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view; |

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional detail of
the wrist inclosing portion of the device.

The improved device includes a cap or
closure represented as a whole at 10, of wire
netting of relatively large mesh, but sufli-
ciently close to prevent the passage of the
fingers of a child. The open side of the
cap is reduced in diameter and an endless
binding member 11, preferably elliptical, is
connected to the open reduced side of the
cap by bending the individual members of
the netting around the binder, as illustrated
at 12, and soldering or otherwise securing
the bends to the binder if required.
binder member 11 will be just large enough
to permit the passage of the hand of a child,
and the device will preferably be provided
with a suitable binding fabric of soft mate-

rial, represented at 13, to prevent the wrist-

of the child from coming in contact with
the metal portion of the device. The bends
or eyes 12 form a bead like construction, and

The

the hollow portion between the body of the
device and the eyes will be utilized to re-
ceive a band of ribbon or like material repre-
sented at 14, by which the device may be
tied to the wrist of the child. By making
the body portion of the device relatively
large the hand of the child is left free for
movement in all directions, while at the
same time the child will be unable to place
the fingers in the mouth and thus be prevent-
ed from sucking the thumb or fingers during
the nursing period, or from moving the
hand in contact with the parts of the body
when under treatment for skin or other dis-
eases or from disturbing wrappings or dress-
ings in surglcal cases. '

The improved device is simple 1n con-
struction, can be inexpensively manufac-
tured of any suitable material and made In
any required size, to adapt it to hands of
various sizes. The wire employed for con-
structing the improved device will prefer-
ably be of aluminum or like metal, but
may be constructed of any suitable material.

The device may be readily cleansed and
thus rendered sanitary and harmless and
thereby prevent contagion.

The band 15 is relatively wide, as shown,
and not only serves to reinforce the wire
strands and hold the globular body in 1its
original shape, but also serves to receive
the impact of any blow imparted to the
ouard incident to the child’s striking said -
ouard against a bed, chair or other object
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and thus prevents denting or otherwise de-

stroying the shape of the guard.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new 1s: o

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a substantially globular body formed
of woven wire and provided with a hand-
receiving opening and a relatively wide re-
inforcing band extending circumferentially
around the globular body at approximately
the center thereof.

2. A device of the class described com-
prising a substantially globular body por-
tion formed of woven wire and provided
with a substantially elliptical shaped hand-
receiving opening, a yieldable binding ele-
ment engaging the walls of the globular
body at the hand-receiving opening, and a
relatively wide reinforcing band extending
circumferentially around the globular body
at approximately the center thereof.

3. A device of the class described com-
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prising a substantially globular bddy formed
of woven wire and provided with a hand-
recelving opening, a binding strip of soft

material covering the walls of the opening

in the body, a flexible attaching element
threaded between the wires constituting the

globular body at a point adjacent the open-
ing therein and a relatively wide reinforcing
band extending circumferentially around the
globular body at approximately the center

thereof. . _ .
4. A device of the class described compris-

ng a globular body formed of woven wire
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and provided with a substantially elliptical
shaped hand-receiving opening, a binding
element of relatively soft material surround-
ing the walls of the opening in the body,

a relatively wide reinforcing band extend-
ing circumferentially around the exterior of
~the body at approximately the center there-
~of, and a flexible attaching element threaded
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between the wires constituting the body and - '-

bearing against the binding element.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. N
EDWARD ELLSWORTH BARTRAM. [r.s]

| -'_%pies of this -_pa_._tént may be obtained for five cents each, by-addressing the F‘Commissioner- of Pate‘nts; |

Washington, D. G.”
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