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(57) ABSTRACT

A motorized shade for covering an architectural opening
comprising a roller tube and a shade material comprising an
upper end attached to the roller tube and a lower end. The
shade material at least partially comprises electrically con-
ductive material and the roller tube comprises an electrically
conductive material that creates an electrically conductive
path between the conductive material of the shade material
and the roller tube. The motorized shade further comprises
a capacitive touch sensor electrically connected to the roller
tube via at least one electrical contact, and a controller
clectrically connected to the capacitive touch sensor and
adapted to detect a touch of the shade material via the
capacitive touch sensor and in response generate a com-
mand.

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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MOTORIZED SHADE WITH CAPACITIVE
TOUCH FABRIC

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field

Aspects of the embodiments relate to motorized shades,
and more particularly to systems, methods, and modes for a
motorized roller shade that can be controlled via a capacitive
touch fabric or shade material.

Background Art

Motorized roller shades provide a convement one-touch
control solution for screening windows, doors, or the like, to
achieve privacy and thermal effects. A motorized roller
shade typically includes a rectangular shade material
attached at one end to a cylindrical rotating tube, called a
roller tube, and at an opposite end to a hem bar. The shade
material 1s wrapped around the roller tube. An electric
motor, either mounted mside the roller tube or externally
coupled to the roller tube, rotates the roller tube to unravel
the shade maternial to cover a window.

Motorized roller shades can be controlled 1n a variety of
means, including via i-wall switches or keypads or
remotely via handheld remotes. Often, however, users prefer
a local control of a motorized shade, without requiring
connection to a control system or additional control prod-
ucts. Some motorized roller shades allow local control via
buttons on the shade controller coupled to the roller shade
motor 1n proximity to the roller tube. However, these buttons
may be dithicult or impossible to reach and they are non-
intuitive. Another solution exists that utilizes sensors which
sense a pull or a tug on the shade material or a hem bar to
actuate the roller shade to control it locally. However, this
solution requires quite a bit of force to pull on the shade
material or the hem bar and 1t 1s slow to react. Additionally,
continued pulling on a shade material for control can mis-
align the shade matenal, damage the shade material, or
loosen tension 1n a counterbalancing system of the roller
shade, 1n particularly when the roller shade 1s mounted
poorly.

Accordingly, a need has arisen for a local control of a
motorized shade, and more specifically, for a touch actuated
motorized roller shade.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the embodiments to substantially solve
at least the problems and/or disadvantages discussed above,
and to provide at least one or more of the advantages
described below.

It 1s therefore a general aspect of the embodiments to
provide systems, methods, and modes for a local control of
a motorized shade that will obviate or minimize problems of
the type previously described.

It 1s also an aspect of the embodiments to provide sys-
tems, methods, and modes for a touch actuated motorized
roller shade, and more particularly for a motorized roller
shade that can be controlled via a capacitive touch fabric.

This Summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of
concepts 1 a sumplified form that are further described
below 1n the Detailed Description. This Summary 1s not
intended to 1dentily key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor 1s 1t intended to be used to limait
the scope of the claimed subject matter.
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Further features and advantages of the aspects of the
embodiments, as well as the structure and operation of the

various embodiments, are described 1n detail below with
reference to the accompanying drawings. It 1s noted that the
aspects of the embodiments are not limited to the specific
embodiments described herein. Such embodiments are pre-
sented herein for illustrative purposes only. Additional
embodiments will be apparent to persons skilled in the
relevant art(s) based on the teachings contained herein.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

According to one aspects of the embodiments, a motor-
1zed shade 1s provided for covering an architectural opening.
The motorized shade comprises a shade material comprising
and extending between an upper end and a lower end,
wherein the shade material at least partially comprises
clectrically conductive material. The motorized shade fur-
ther comprises a motor drive unit operably connected to the
upper end of the shade material and comprising a motor and
a motor control module adapted to control the motor. The
motor control module comprises a capacitive touch sensor
that 1s electrically connected to the upper end of the shade
material via at least one electrical contact. The motor control
module 1s adapted to detect a touch of the shade material via
the capacitive touch sensor and in response control the
motor to raise or lower the shade material.

According to an embodiment, the shade material com-
prises at least one thread comprising the electrically con-
ductive material. The conductive thread may comprise a
core and an outer layer. The core may comprise the electri-
cally conductive material. The outer layer may comprise
material with low or substantially no conductance. The outer
layer may be mifused with electrically conductive matenal.
According to another embodiment, the shade material com-
prises a plurality of warp threads comprising the electrically
conductive material. The plurality of conductive warp
threads may be intermittently weaved 1n the shade matenial.
Each of the plurality of conductive warp threads may extend
vertically along substantially the enftire length of the shade
material.

According to an embodiment, the motorized shade further
comprises a roller tube, wherein the upper end of the shade
material 1s attached to the roller tube, and wherein the motor
drive unit controls the motor to rotate the roller tube to raise
and lower the shade material. The roller tube may comprise
an e¢lectrically conductive material, wherein the roller tube
creates an electrically conductive path between the conduc-
tive material of the shade matenial and the roller tube. The
roller tube may comprise a channel adapted to retain the
upper end of the shade material therein. The capacitive touch
sensor may be electrically connected to the roller tube via
the at least one electrical contact. According to a further
embodiment, the motor drive unit comprises a ball bearing
such that the roller tube rotates with respect to the motor
control module, wherein the ball bearing comprises an outer
race electrically connected to the roller tube, an 1nner race
clectrically connected to the motor control module, and a
plurality of balls disposed between the outer race and the
iner race, wherein the ball bearing creates an electrically
conductive path between the roller tube and the motor
control module.

According to an embodiment, the motorized shade further
comprising a hem bar attached to the lower end of the shade
material. According to one embodiment, the hem bar com-
prises an electrically conductive material, wherein the motor
control module 1s further adapted to detect a touch of the
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hem bar via the capacitive touch sensor. According to
another embodiment, the lower end of the shade material 1s
at least partially wrapped about the hem bar, wherein the
motor control module 1s further adapted to detect a touch of
the hem bar via the capacitive touch sensor.

According to an embodiment, the capacitive touch sensor
comprise an RC oscillator adapted to generate an output
signal that oscillate at an oscillation frequency, wherein the
output signal 1s used to charge and discharge the conductive
shade material, wherein the motor control module 1s adapted
to measure the output signal to detect output frequency
values. The motor control module may determine a touch of
the shade material when detecting an abrupt change in the
output frequency values. According to an embodiment, the
motor control module may determine a touch of the shade
material when an output frequency value substantially devi-
ates from a monitored baseline frequency. The motor control
module may store a set of a plurality of oscillation frequen-
cies each associated with a position of the shade material
between an upper limit and a lower limit. According to an
embodiment, during operation, the motor control module
may be adapted to keep track of the position of the shade
material and based on the position pick an oscillation
frequency to use by the capacitive touch sensor. According
to an embodiment, the motor control module may decrease
the oscillation frequency as the shade material lowers and
increase the oscillation frequency as the shade material 1s
raised. According to yet another embodiment, the motor
control module may be adapted to selif-calibrate during
operation of the roller shade to continuously update the
oscillation frequency. During operation of the roller shade,
the motor control module may be adapted to sweep through
a plurality of different oscillation frequencies used by the
capacitive touch sensor. According to another embodiment,
the controller may be adapted to sweep through a plurality
of predetermined output impedance values to determine the
monitored baseline frequency.

According to another embodiment, the shade material
comprises a plurality of warp threads each comprising the
clectrically conductive material, wherein the motor control
module 1s adapted to detect a swipe up gesture upon detect-
ing a progressive growth in the output frequency values, and
wherein the motor control module 1s adapted to detect a
swipe down gesture upon detecting a progressive decline 1n
the output frequency values. The motor control module may
be adapted to direct the motor to raise the shade material
upon detecting the swipe up gesture, and wherein the motor
control module 1s adapted to direct the motor to lower the
shade material upon detecting a swipe down gesture. The
clectrically conductive material of each conductive warp
thread may comprise a material having large resistance.

According to an embodiment, the motor control module 1s
adapted to detect a first gesture designated to direct the
motor to raise the shade matenal, and a second gesture
designated to direct the motor to lower the shade material.
The first gesture may comprise a single touch and the second
gesture comprises a double touch, or vice-versa. According
to an embodiment, the motor control module may stop
raising or lowering the shade material when the motor
control module detects a touch of the shade material while
the shade material 1s 1n the process of being raised or
lowered, respectively. According to a further embodiment,
the motor control module may be adapted to detect a hold
and release gesture designated to direct the motor to raise or
lower the shade material 1n response to a detected hold of the
shade material and to stop raising or lowering the shade
material 1 response to a detected release of the shade
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material. According yet to another embodiment, the motor
control module may be adapted to detect a tap-hold and
release gesture designated to direct the motor to raise or
lower the shade material in response to a detected tap and
hold of the shade material and to stop raising or lowering the
shade material 1n response to a detected release of the shade
material.

According to another aspect of the embodiments, a motor-
1zed shade 1s provided for covering an architectural opening.
The motorized shade comprises a shade material, a roller
tube and a motor drive unit. The shade material comprises
and extends between an upper end and a lower end, wherein
the shade material comprises a plurality of warp threads
cach comprising an electrically conductive maternial. The
roller tube comprises an electrically conductive matenal.
The upper end of the shade material 1s attached to the roller
tube, which creates an electrically conductive path between
the conductive warp threads of the shade material and the
roller tube. The motor drive umt i1s positioned within the
roller tube and comprises a motor and a motor control
module comprising a capacitive touch sensor. The capacitive
touch sensor 1s electrically connected to the roller tube via
at least one electrical contact. The motor control module 1s
adapted to detect a touch of the shade material via the
capacitive touch sensor and 1n response control the motor to
rotate the roller tube to raise or lower the shade matenal.

According to yet another aspect of the embodiments, a
motorized roller shade 1s provided for covering an architec-
tural opening. The motorized roller shade comprises a shade
material, a roller tube, and a motor drive unit. The shade
material comprises and extends between an upper end and a
lower end, wherein the shade material comprises a plurality
of warp threads each comprising an electrically conductive
material. The roller tube comprises an electrically conduc-
tive material. The upper end of the shade material 1s attached
to the roller tube, which creates an electrically conductive
path between the conductive warp threads of the shade
material and the roller tube. The motor drive unit 1s posi-
tioned within the roller tube and comprises a motor and a
motor control module adapted to control the motor. The
motor control module 1s electrically connected to the roller
tube via at least one electrical contact. The motor control
module comprises an RC oscillator adapted to generate an
output signal that oscillate at an oscillation frequency. The
output signal 1s used to charge and discharge the conductive
warp threads. The motor control module 1s adapted to
measure the output signal to detect output frequency values.
The motor control module 1s adapted to detect a swipe up
gesture upon detecting a progressive growth in the output
frequency values and 1n response direct the motor to rotate
the roller tube to raise the shade material. The motor control
module 1s adapted to detect a swipe down gesture upon
detecting a progressive decline in the output frequency
values and 1n response direct the motor to rotate the roller
tube to lower the shade material. According to an embodi-
ment, the motor drive unit may further comprise a ball
bearing such that the roller tube rotates with respect to the
motor control module, wherein the ball bearing comprises
an outer race electrically connected to the roller tube, an
iner race electrically connected to the motor control mod-
ule, and a plurality of balls disposed between the outer race
and the imner race, wherein the ball bearing creates an
clectrically conductive path between the roller tube and the

motor control module.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects and features of the embodi-
ments will become apparent and more readily appreciated
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from the following description of the embodiments with
retference to the following figures. Diflerent aspects of the
embodiments are illustrated i1n reference figures of the
drawings. It 1s intended that the embodiments and figures
disclosed herein are to be considered to be illustrative rather
than limiting. The components in the drawings are not
necessarilly drawn to scale, emphasis 1nstead being placed
upon clearly illustrating the principles of the aspects of the
embodiments. In the drawings, like reference numerals
designate corresponding parts throughout the several views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FI1G. 1 1llustrates a front perspective view of a roller shade
according to one embodiment.

FI1G. 2 illustrates a block diagram of the motor drive unit
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 1llustrates an exemplary enlarged swatch of shade
material according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a conductive
thread of the shade material according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates a representation of the resistance of a
single vertical conductive thread according to one embodi-
ment.

FI1G. 6 1llustrates a cross-sectional view of the roller shade
according to one embodiment.

FI1G. 7 illustrates a table including objects 1dentitying the
operating commands of the motor control module according
to one embodiment.

FIG. 8 illustrates a table including objects 1dentitying the
operating commands of the motor control module according
to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

(Ll

The embodiments are described more fully heremafter
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
embodiments of the mmventive concept are shown. In the
drawings, the size and relative sizes of layers and regions
may be exaggerated for clarity. Like numbers refer to like
clements throughout. The embodiments may, however, be
embodied 1n many different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure waill
be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the scope
of the mnventive concept to those skilled 1n the art. The scope
of the embodiments 1s therefore defined by the appended
claims. The detailed description that follows 1s written from
the point of view of a control systems company, so 1t 1s to
be understood that generally the concepts discussed herein
are applicable to various subsystems and not limited to only
a particular controlled device or class of devices, such as
roller shades.

Reference throughout the specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic described 1n connection with an
embodiment 1s included 1n at least one embodiment of the
embodiments. Thus, the appearance of the phrases “in one
embodiment” on “in an embodiment” 1n various places
throughout the specification 1s not necessarily referring to
the same embodiment. Further, the particular feature, struc-
tures, or characteristics may be combined in any suitable
manner in one or more embodiments.
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LIST OF REFERENCE NUM
ELEMENTS IN THE DRAWINGS IN

S3ERS FOR TH.

NUMERICAL ORDER

The following 1s a list of the major elements 1n the
drawings 1n numerical order.

100 Roller Shade

101 Idler Assembly

102 Roller Tube

103 Channel

104 Motor drive Unit
105a Mounting Bracket
1056 Mounting Bracket
106 Shade Material

107 Motor Housing

108a First End

1085 Second End

109 Idler Pin

110 Hem Bar

111 Motor Head

112 Motor Control Module
113 Keyvhole

114 Motor

115 Screws

116 Crown Adapter Wheel
117 Drive Wheel

118 Idler Body

119 Flange

121 Clutch

122 Channels

125 Teeth

126 Flange

128 Power Cord

131 Three-Button Interface
132 Terminal Block

133 Light Indicator

141 Swipe Gesture

142 Single Touch Gesture
143 Double Touch Gesture
200 Block Diagram

201 Controller

202 Power Supply

203 Memory

205 Capacitive Touch Sensor

206 Sensor Capacitance (C

SEH.S'GF")

207 Shade Matenal Capacitance (C_, )

208 User

209 Body Capacitance (C,,,;,,)
210 Communication Interface

300 Electrically Conductive Thread

401 Core
402 Outer Layer
403 Conductive Material

501a-n Resistors/Resistance

600 Ball Bearing

601 Outer Race

602 Inner Race

603 Balls

604 Electrical Contact
606 Electrical Contact
700 Table

701-716 Objects

800 Table

801-820 Objects

(L]

List of Acronyms Used 1n the Specification 1n
Alphabetical Order

The following 1s a list of the acronyms used in the
specification 1n alphabetical order.
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ASIC Application Specific Integrated Circuit
CATS5 Category 5 Cable

Cyour Body Capacitance
C Sensor Capacitance

SEFSOF

C.,.... Shade Material Capacitance

5

IR Infrared

k€2 Kiloohm

[LAN Local Area Network
LED Light Emitting Diode
PCB Printed Circuit Board
PoE Power over Ethernet

PVC Polyvinyl Chlonde

RAM Random-Access Memory
RF Radio Frequency

ROM Read-Only Memory

MODE(S) FOR CARRYING OUT TH.
INVENTION

(L]

For 40 years Crestron Electronics, Inc. has been the
world’s leading manufacturer of advanced control and auto-
mation systems, mnovating technology to simplify and
enhance modern lifestyles and businesses. Crestron designs,
manufactures, and offers for sale integrated solutions to
control audio, video, computer, and environmental systems.
In addition, the devices and systems oflered by Crestron
streamlines technology, improving the quality of life 1n
commercial buildings, universities, hotels, hospitals, and
homes, among other locations. Accordingly, the systems,
methods, and modes of the aspects of the embodiments
described herein can be manufactured by Crestron Electron-
ics, Inc., located 1n Rockleigh, N1J.

The different aspects of the embodiments described herein
pertain to the context of motorized shades, but 1s not limited
thereto, except as may be set forth expressly 1n the appended
claims. While a motorized shade 1s described herein for
covering a window, the motorized shade may be used to
cover any architectural opening, such as doors, wall open-
ings, or the like. Additionally, while the embodiments
described herein reference roller shades, the embodiments
described herein may be adapted m other types of window,
door, or wall opening coverings, such as iverted rollers,
Roman shades, Austrian shades, pleated shades, blinds,
shutters, skylight shades, garage doors, or the like.

Disclosed herein are systems, methods, and modes for a
local control of a motorized roller shade, more particularly
a touch actuated roller shade, and more particularly a
motorized roller shade that can be controlled via a capacitive
touch fabric or shade maternial. According to some aspects of
the embodiments, the user can touch any portion of the
shade maternial surface to cause the shade material of the
roller shade to automatically roll up, roll down, or stop
rolling.

Referring to FIG. 1, there 1s shown a front perspective
view of a roller shade 100 according to one aspect of the
embodiments. Roller shade 100 generally comprises a roller
tube 102, a motor drive unit 104, an 1dler assembly 101,
shade material 106, and a hem bar 110. Shade material 106
1s connected at 1ts top end to the roller tube 102 and at 1ts
bottom end to the hem bar 110. Hem bar 110 can comprise
a weighted bar that runs longitudinally and laterally across
the width of the shade material 106 to minimizes any
movement in the field and properly tensions the shade
material 106 to allow for a straight hang of the shade
material 106. Shade material 106 wraps around the roller
tube 102 and 1s unraveled from the roller tube 102 to cover
a window, a door, a wall opening, or the like.
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8

Roller tube 102 1s generally cylindrical in shape and
longitudinally and laterally extends from a first end 1084 to
a second end 1085. In various embodiments, the roller tube
102 comprises electrically conductive material such as alu-
minum, stainless steel, or other electrically conductive mate-
rials known to those skilled 1n the art. The first end 108a of
the roller tube 102 receives the motor drive unit 104 and the
second end 10856 of the roller tube 102 receives the idler
assembly 101.

The idler assembly 101 of the roller shade 100 may
comprise an idler pin 109 and an idler body 118 rotatably
connected about the idler pin 109. The 1dler body 118 1s
inserted 1into and operably connected to the roller tube 102
such that rotation of the roller tube 102 also rotates the 1dler
body 118. The idler body 118 may comprise a tlange 119 to
prevent the idler body 118 from slhiding entirely into the
roller tube 102. The idler body 118 may comprise ball
bearings therein (not shown) allowing the idler body 118,
and thereby the roller tube 102, rotate with respect to the
idler pin 109.

The motor drive unit 104 may comprise a motor head 111,
a crown adapter wheel 116, a motor housing 107 containing
a motor control module 112 and a motor 114 therein, and a
drive wheel 117. The motor drive unit 104 may be inserted
into first end 108a of the roller tube 102. The crown adapter
wheel 116 and the drive wheel 117 are generally cylindrical
in shape and are inserted into and operably connected to
roller tube 102 through 1ts first end 108a. Crown adapter
wheel 116 and drive wheel 117 may comprise a plurality of
channels 122 extending circumierentially about their exter-
nal surfaces that mate with complementary projections radi-
ally extending from the inner surface of the roller tube 102
to lock their respective rotation. Crown adapter wheel 116
can lfurther comprise a plurality of teeth 125 extending
circumierentially about its external surface to form a friction
fit between the crown adapter wheel 116 and the inner
surface of the roller tube 102. The crown adapter wheel 116
may be rotatably attached to a first end of the motor housing
107 via a ball bearing 600 therein (FIG. 6). Crown adapter
wheel 116 can further comprise a tlange 126 radially extend-
ing thereifrom to prevent it from sliding entirely into the
roller tube 102 and such that the motor head 111 remains at
least partially exterior to the roller tube 102. The drive wheel
117 1s operably connected, either directly or indirectly such
as through a clutch 121 and/or gears, to the output shaft of
the motor 114, such that rotation of the motor output shaft
also rotates the drive wheel 117.

During installation, the roller shade 100 1s mounted on or
in a window between the first and second mounting brackets
105a and 1055. The roller shade 100 may first be mounted
to the second mounting bracket 1056 by 1nserting the tip of
the 1dler pin 109 mto a keyhole 113 of the second mounting
bracket 1055. The roller shade 100 may then be mounted to
the first mounting bracket 105a by snapping the motor head
111 of the motor drive unit 104 to the first mounting bracket
105a or coupling the motor head 111 to the first mounting
bracket 1054 using screws 115. The mounting brackets 105a
and 1056 can comprise similar configuration to the CSS-
DECOR3 QMT®3 Series Decor Shade Hardware, available
from Crestron Electronics, Inc. of Rockleigh, NJ Other types
of brackets may be utilized without departing from the scope
of the present embodiments.

In operation, the shade material 106 1s rolled down and
rolled up between an upper limit and a lower limit via the
motor drive unit 104. Particularly, the motor 114 drives the
drive wheel 117, which 1n turn engages and rotates the roller
tube 102. The roller tube 102, 1n turn, engages and rotates
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the crown adapter wheel 116 with respect to the motor 114,
while the motor housing 107, including the motor 114 and
motor control module 112, remain stationary. As a result, the
shade material 106 may be lowered from an upper limit
where 1t 1s at an opened or rolled up position and substan-
tially tully wrapped about the roller tube 102, to a lower
limit where 1t 1s at a closed or rolled down position and
substantially unraveled from the roller tube 102, and vice
versa.

FIG. 2 1s an illustrative block diagram 200 of the motor
drive unit 104 according to one embodiment. The motor
drive unit 104 may comprise the motor 114 and a motor
control module 112. The motor control module 112 operates
to control the motor 114, directing the operation of the
motor, including 1ts direction, speed, and position. The
motor control module 112 may comprise fully integrated
clectronics printed on a printed circuit board (PCB). The
motor control module 112 can comprise a controller 201,
memory 203, capacitive touch sensor 2035, communication
interface 210, user interface 131, and light indicator 133.
Power supply 202 can provide power to the circuitry of the
motor control module 112 and 1n turn the motor 114. Power
can be supplied to the motor control module 112 through a
power cord 128 by connecting a terminal block 132 (FIG. 1)
to a dedicated power supply 202, such as the CSA-PWS40
or CSA-PWSI0S-HUBENET power supplies, available
from Crestron Electronics, Inc. of Rockleigh, NJ In another
embodiment, the motor drive unit 104 may be battery
operated and as such may be connected to an internal or
external power supply 202 1n a form of batteries. In yet
another embodiment, the motor drive unmit 104 may be
powered via solar panels placed in proximity to the window
to aggregate solar energy.

Controller 201 can represent one or more processors,
microprocessors, and the microprocessors can be “general
purpose” microprocessors, a combination ol general and
special purpose microprocessors, or application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs). Controller 201 can provide
processing capability to provide processing for one or more
of the techniques and functions described herein. Memory
203 can be communicably coupled to controller 201 and can
store data and executable code. In another embodiment,
memory 203 1s integrated into the controller 201. Memory
203 can represent volatile memory such as random-access
memory (RAM), but can also include nonvolatile memory,
such as read-only memory (ROM) or Flash memory.

Motor control module 112 may further comprise a com-
munication interface 210, such as a wired or a wireless
communication interface, configured for receiving control
commands from an external control point. The wireless
interface may be configured for bidirectional wireless com-
munication with other electronic devices over a wireless
network. In various embodiments, the wireless interface 210
can comprise a radio frequency (RF) transceiver, an infrared
(IR) transceiver, or other communication technologies
known to those skilled in the art. In one embodiment, the
wireless interface 210 communicates using the mmfiNET
EX® protocol from Crestron Electronics, Inc. of Rockleigh,
NJ infiNET EX® 1s a reliable and affordable protocol that
employs steadfast two-way RF communications throughout
a residential or commercial structure without the need for
physical control wiring. infiNET EX® utilizes 16 channels
on an embedded 2.4 GHz mesh network topology, allowing
cach mfiINET EX® device to function as an expander,
passing command signals through to every other infiNET
EX® device within range (approximately 1350 feet or 46
meters indoors), ensuring that every command reaches its
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intended destination without disruption. In another embodi-
ment, communication 1s employed using the ZigBee® pro-
tocol from ZigBee Alliance. In yet another embodiment,
wireless communication interface 210 may communicate
via Bluetooth transmission. A wired communication inter-
face 210 may be configured for bidirectional communication
with other devices over a wired network. The wired interface
210 can represent, for example, an Ethernet or a Cresnet®
port. Cresnet® provides a network wiring solution for
Crestron® keypads, lighting controls, thermostats, and other
devices. The Cresnet® bus offers wiring and configuration,
carrying bidirectional communication and 24 VDC power to
cach device over a simple 4-conductor cable. In various
aspects ol the embodiments, the communication interface
210 and/or power supply 202 can comprise a Power over
Ethernet (PoE) interface by which the controller 201 can
receive both electric power signal and control mput from a
network. For example, the PoE interface may be connected
through category 5 cable (CATJ) to a local area network
(LAN) which contains both a power supply and multiple
control points and signal generators. Additionally, through
the PoE interface, the controller 201 may interface with the
internet and receive control iputs remotely, such as from a
homeowner running an application on a smart phone.

Motor control module 112 can further comprise a local
user interface 131, such as a buttons disposed on the motor
head 111 (FIG. 1), that allows users to set up the motor drive
umt 104, for example to set the shade upper and lower limaits.
Furthermore, the motor control module 112 may comprise a
light indicator 133, such as a multicolor light emitting diode
(LED) disposed on the motor head 111 (FIG. 1), for indi-
cating the motor status.

The control commands received by the controller 201
may be a direct user mput to the controller 201 from the user
interface 131, through a capacitive touch sensor 2035 as
further discussed below, or through a wired or wireless
signal recerved by the communication interface 210 from an
external control point. For example, the controller 201 may
receive a control command from a wall-mounted button
panel or a touch-panel 1n response to a button actuation or
similar action by the user. Control commands may also
originate from a signal generator such as a timer or external
sensors, such as occupancy sensors. Accordingly, the motor
control module 112 can integrate seamlessly with other
control systems using the communication interface 210 to be
operated from keypads, wireless remotes, touch screens, and
wireless communication devices, such as smart phones.
Additionally, the motor control module 112 can be inte-
grated within a large scale building automation system or a
small scale home automation system and be controllable by
a central control processor, such as the PRO3 control pro-
cessor available from Crestron Electronics, Inc., that net-
works, manages, and controls a building management sys-
tem.

According to the aspects of the present embodiments, the
roller shade 100 1s activated by a user touching any exposed
surface of the shade material 106. Referring to FIG. 3, there
1s shown an exemplary enlarged swatch of shade material
106. Shade material 106 may comprise at least one or a
plurality of threads 300 comprising electrically conductive
material. While shade material 106 1s 1llustrated comprising,
warp and welt threads in plain weaving, shade material 106
may be made using other weaving techmques known 1n the
art without departing from the scope of the present embodi-
ments. Conductive threads 300 are connected to the capaci-
tive touch sensor 205 via an electric path as further discussed
below such that the capacitive touch sensor 205 may detect
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a user touching substantially any portion of the shade
material 106. According to one embodiment, all warp and/or
welt threads of shade material 106 may be made from
conductive material. However, to reduce cost, shade mate-
rial 106 may be constructed with only some warp or vertical
threads made of conductive matenal. For example, as shown
in FIG. 3, shade material 106 may comprise a plurality of
intermittently weaved conductive warp threads 300, each
extending vertically along the entire length of the shade
material 106. While FIG. 3 illustrates every fourth warp
thread 300 to be conductive, other intermittence variable
may be chosen. Preferably, the shade material 106 comprises
a plurality of conductive threads 300 disposed across sub-
stantially the entire width of the shade material 106. Addi-
tionally, the distance between any two conductive warp
threads 300 should be sutliciently small to allow the capaci-
tive touch sensor 2035 to detect a user touching an area right
in between such two conductive warp threads 300. This
allows the roller shade 100 to be actuated by touching any
point along the width of the shade material 106. Beneficially,
the symmetrical configuration of shade material 106 shown
in FIG. 3 allows the shade material 106 to be cut to any
length 1n production to accommodate any window frame
height, thereby simplifying the manufacturing process.

Referring to FIG. 4, there 1s shown a cross-sectional view
ol one such conductive thread 300. Conductive thread 300
may comprise a core 401 encased i an outer layer 402.
According to one embodiment, core 401 may be made from
a substantially conductive matenial, such as metal or metal
alloys (e.g., copper, aluminum, tungsten, etc.). The outer
layer 402 may comprise a material with low or substantially
no conductance, including pure or blends of organic and
synthetic materials (e.g., cotton, wool, wood, rubber, poly-
mers, vinyl, PVC, etc.). Outer layer 402 may be a decorative
layer made available 1n a variety of colors or may be made
of material capable of being printed such that shade material
105 can be chosen from a plurality of colors, patterns, and
designs. According to another embodiment, outer layer 402
may be infused with a substantially conductive material 403
to 1ncrease conductivity between inner core 401 and the
outer surface of thread 300. For example, outer layer 402
may comprise a vinyl material infused with copper particles
403. According to vet another embodiment, thread 300 may
comprise a substantially non-conductive core 401, such as
fiberglass core, coated with conductive outer layer 402 or
outer layer 402 mfused with conductive particles 403. Addi-
tionally, thread 300 may comprise no core but may be made
ol a single pure or composite material capable of conducting
clectricity. According to an embodiment, shade material 106
may comprise a single type of conductive threads, or it may
comprise variety of types and/or combinations of conductive
threads. For example, shade material 106 may comprise all
or some warp or vertical threads made with a substantially
conductive core 401 (e.g., copper) and a substantially non-
conductive outer layer 402 (e.g., vinyl) infused with a
substantially conductive material 403 (e.g., copper par-
ticles); while the remainder of the threads, including the weft
or horizontal threads, may be made of substantially non-
conductive core 401 (fiberglass) and substantially non-
conductive outer layer 402 (e.g., vinyl) infused with a
substantially conductive material 403 (e.g., copper par-
ticles). In such a configuration, fewer copper core threads
can be used to reduce cost.

Referring to FIG. 6, there 1s shown a cross-sectional view
of roller shade 100 1llustrating the conductive path between
shade material 106 and capacitive touch sensor 2035 located
on the motor control module 112. Warp conductive threads
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300 of shade material 106 extend between and are connected
to the roller tube 102 at the upper end and hem bar 110 at the
opposite bottom end. Particularly, the roller tube 201 may
comprise an electrically conductive material, such as alu-
minum, containing at least one channel 103 (FIG. 1) longi-
tudinally extending and recessed within 1ts outer surface.
Channel 103 1s adapted to retain the upper terminal end of
the shade material 106 therein via a longitudinal spline. This
results 1n a contact, and thereby an electrically conductive
path, between the conductive threads 300 of the shade
material 106 and roller tube 102 across the entire width of
the shade material 106. Notably, the conductive threads 300
do not need to terminate at the roller tube 201—the shade
material 106 need only lay on the roller tube 102 to make the
clectrical contact. In terms of production, this allows the
roller shade 100 to be assembled as any other roller shade,
by cutting the shade material 106 to any required length and
conventionally attaching the shade material 106 to the roller
tube 102.

According to an embodiment, the hem bar 110 can also
comprise an electrically conductive material, such as alu-
minum, steel, or other electrically conductive materials
known to those skilled in the art. The hem bar 110 can
comprise a channel (such as channel 103) for receiving the
shade material 106, which can be retained therein via a
longitudinal spline. As such, the user can touch any portion
of the hem bar 110 to actuate the roller shade 100. According
to another embodiment, the hem bar 110 may not necessarily
comprise a conductive material (e.g., it may be made of
plastic or wood), but 1t may be covered by the conductive
shade material 106 such that the capacitive touch sensor 205
can detect a touch of the hem bar 110.

As discussed above, the crown adapter wheel 116 1is
located within and rotatably locked to the roller tube 102.
The crown adapter wheel 116 1s rotatably attached to the
motor head 111 at a first end of the motor housing 107 via
ball bearing 600 such that crown adapter wheel 116 and
roller tube 102 rotate with respect to the motor housing 107.
Ball bearing 600 may comprise an outer race 601, an inner
race 602, and a plurality of balls 603 disposed therebetween.
The ball bearing 600 may comprise an electrically conduc-
tive material, such as aluminum, stainless steel, or the like.
The outer race 601 may be coupled to the crown adapter
wheel 116 while the 1nner race 602 may be coupled to the
motor head to allow axial rotation with respect to each other.
The outer race 601 may be electrically coupled to the roller
tube 102 either directly via friction {it or mdirectly via an
clectrical contact 604, such as a conductive wire or plate.
The 1mnner race 602 may be electrically coupled to the motor
control module 112, and thereby to the capacitive touch
sensor 205 thereon, via electrical contact 606, such as a
conductive wire. Since the outer race 601 and the 1inner race
602 make physical contact with the balls 603 therein, the
ball bearing 600 creates an electrical path from the roller
tube 102 to the capacitive touch sensor 205 so that the
capacitive touch sensor 205 can sense touch of the shade
material 106.

The capacitive touch sensor 203 1s adapted to detect a user
touching the shade material 106 via an electric path extend-
ing from the conductive threads 300 of the shade material
106 through the roller tube 102, conductive contact 604, ball
bearing 600, conductive contact 606, and the capacitive
touch sensor 205 on the motor control module 112. In one
embodiment, the capacitive touch sensor 205 can comprise
an RC oscillator that uses the body of the user touching the
clectrically conductive material of the shade material 106 as
a capacitor. Referring to FIG. 2, the RC oscillator of the
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capacitive touch sensor 205 can comprise an mternal capaci-
tor 206 that generates an output signal that oscillates at an
oscillation frequency and thereby charges and discharges the
conductive threads 300 1n the shade material 106. The shade
material 106 by itself comprises a certain capacitance—
referred to herein as the shade material capacitance (C_,_ ;)
207. When a user 208 touches the shade material 106, the
user’s body acts as an additional capacitor—called body
capacitance (C,, ;) 209—which is used by the RC oscillator
of the capacitive touch sensor 203 to complete the circuit. As
such, when a person touches the shade material 106, the
overall capacitance of the RC oscillator (including the
sensor capacitance (C__, ) 206, shade material capacitance
(Capaze) 207, and body capacitance (C,;,) 209) 1s increased.
This increased capacitance lowers the frequency of the RC
oscillator. According to an embodiment, the user does not
need to actually touch the conductive shade material 106,
but only come within suflicient distance to the conductive
shade material 106. According to one embodiment, the
capacitive touch sensor 205 may sample the output signal of
the RC oscillator to detect and report these changes in
frequency to the controller 201. For example, the capacitive
touch sensor 205 may comprise a frequency comparator that
detects changes in frequency. According to another embodi-
ment, the capacitive touch sensor 205 may measure the
frequency of the output signal and report the detected output
frequency values to the controller 201, which uses these
values to determine changes in frequencies. The controller
201 may monitor these output frequency values and deter-
mine a baseline frequency. When a large enough difference
in Irequency 1s detected, 1.e., the output frequency 1is
decreased substantially below the baseline frequency, the
controller 201 may register this change in frequency as a
touch of the shade material 106 and decide how to operate
the motor 114. According to a further embodiment, the
controller 201 can decipher between a touch and proximity
to window, shade parts, a person moving, or other objects,
to prevent false triggers.

According to one embodiment, the controller 201 may
cease oscillating the RC oscillator of the capacitive touch
sensor 2035 while the shade material 106 1s moving such that
the shade material 106 1s not energized. In another embodi-
ment, the shade material 106 may continue to be energized,
but the controller 201 may 1gnore the feedback values of the
RC oscillator. When the shade material 106 stops moving,
the controller 201 may direct the capacitive touch sensor 205
to energize the shade material 106. The controller may then
monitor the output signal of the RC oscillator and determine
a baseline—which would normally be substantially constant
when the shade material 106 1s stationary. The controller 201
may register a touch when detecting a substantial change in
the outputted frequency of the RC oscillator from the
monitored baseline. According to another embodiment, the
controller 201 may be configured to detect a touch of the
shade material 106 as the shade material 106 1s 1n the
process ol being raised or lowered. In such configuration, as
the shade material 106 1s moving, the output frequency of
the RC oscillator will gradually change. The controller 201
may monitor this change 1n frequency and determine a
baseline frequency change—1lor example by computing a
slope. The controller 201 may register a touch of the shade
material 106 when the outputted frequency substantially
deviates from the monitored baseline frequency change. In
other words, the controller 201 may look for abrupt changes
in frequencies, discarding small changes.

The oscillation frequency at which the RC oscillator of
the capacitive touch sensor 203 oscillates the shade material

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

106 may change based on various factors, including the
width and height of the shade material 106, as well as the
distance the shade material 106 hangs below the roller tube
102 as it rolls or unrolls. For example, when the shade
material 106 1s at the lower limit, the bottom of the shade
material 106 will not get energized 11 the RC oscillator
oscillates at higher frequencies. According to one embodi-
ment, a set of a plurality of oscillation frequencies may be
predetermined at the factory based on the size of the shade
material 106 and stored to memory 203 of the roller shade
100. Each of these oscillation frequencies may be associated
with a position of the shade material 106 between the upper
and the lower limit. During operation, the controller 201
may keep track of the position of the shade material 106
between the upper and lower limit and based on this position
pick an oscillation frequency from the stored set to be used
by the capacitive touch sensor 205. As such, the controller
201 may decrease the oscillation frequency as the shade
material 106 rolls down and increase the oscillation fre-
quency as 1t rolls up.

According to another embodiment, instead of predeter-
mining the oscillation frequency values, the controller 201
may continuously self-calibrate during operation of the
roller shade 100 to update the oscillation frequency. Accord-
ing to yet another embodiment, the controller 201 may
sweep through a plurality of predetermined output imped-
ance values to determine a baseline frequency value for each
output impedance value and register a touch when detecting
a substantial change 1n the outputted frequency of the RC
oscillator from the monitored baseline. The output 1mped-
ance can be predetermined based on various factors of the
shade material, including its length, width, and material. A
large enough sweep of output impedance values can be
compiled such that a touch can be detected over different
sized shade material 106 and regardless of 1ts position
between the upper and lower limaits.

According to an embodiment, the shade material 106
and/or the hem bar 110 can be printed with 1ndicia 1denti-
tying the raise and lower functions, for example as shown 1n
FIG. 1, via a single touch 142 gesture, a double touch 143
gesture, and/or a swipe gesture 141. According to one
embodiment, in a simple implementation, the controller 201
may be adapted to only detect a single touch gesture to lower
or raise the shade material 106. For example, any single
touch of the shade material 106 may cause the controller 201
to always raise the shade material 106. According to another
embodiment, the controller 201 may track the position of the
shade material 106 and decide how to operate the roller
shade 100 when detecting a touch of the shade material 106.
Memory 203 can store various objects 1dentiiying the oper-
ating command to be executed by the controller 201 based
on the position of the shade material 106. An object can
comprise a combination of a data structure and a procedure
to manipulate the data. The various objects can be repre-
sented 1n a table.

For example, FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary objects 1n a
form of a table 700 for use by a controller 201. Table 700
comprises Shade_position objects 701 and Operating_com-
mand objects 702. Upon determining that the shade material
106 has been touched, the controller 201 can detect the
position of the shade material 106 and query table 700 to
determine the operating command. For example, when the
controller 201 detects a touch while the shade material 106
1s at the lower limait, object 704 would i1ndicate to raise the
shade material 106. The shade material 106 rises until the
controller 201 determines that 1t has reached the upper limat,
at which time the controller 201 stops raising the shade
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material 106. If the controller 201 detects a touch of the
shade material 106 while 1t 1s 1n the process of being raised,
object 706 may also indicate to stop raising the shade
material 106. As such, the controller 201 stops raising the
shade material 106 either when it reaches the upper limait or
if 1t 1s touched during the raise operation, whichever occurs
first. Adter the shade material 106 stops and i1 1t 1s partially
drawn, a subsequent detected touch of the shade material
106 within a predetermined period of time T would trigger
object 708 causing the controller 201 to lower the shade
material 106. As such, the user may slightly adjust the height
of the shade material 106 11 1t was raised too far.
Similarly, when the controller 201 detects a touch of the
shade material 106 when it 1s at the upper limit, object 710
would 1ndicate to lower the shade material 106. The shade
material 106 lowers until the controller 201 determines that
it has reached the lower limit. If the controller 201 detects
a touch of the shade material 106 while it 1s 1n the process
of being lowered, object 712 would indicate to stop lowering
the shade material 106. As such, the controller 201 stops
lowering the shade material 106 either when 1t reaches the
lower limit or if 1t 1s touched during the lower operation,
whichever occurs first. After the shade material 106 1s
stopped being lowered and 11 1t 1s partially drawn, a subse-
quent detected touch of the shade material 106 received
within a predetermined period of time T would trigger object
714 causing the controller 201 to raise the shade material
106. As such, the user may slightly adjust the height of the
shade material 106 11 1t was lowered too far. Finally, if the
controller 201 detects a touch outside of the predetermined
period of time T and while the shade material 106 1s 1n a
partially drawn position, object 716 would indicate to the
controller 201 to raise the shade material 106. The above
operating process 1s merely exemplary and can vary without
departing from the scope of the present embodiments.
According to yet another embodiment, the controller 201
can be adapted to decipher between various gestures and
operate the motor 114 of the roller shade 100 based on the
position of the shade material 106 and the detected gesture.
In one embodiment, the controller 201 can decipher between
a single touch gesture 142, a double touch gesture 143,
and/or another number of touches. The controller 201 can
register a double touch when the controller 201 detects two
touches occurring within a predetermined amount of time. A
single touch gesture 142 can be designated to lower the
shade material 106, while a double touch gesture 143 can be
designated to raise the shade material 106, or vice versa. In
another embodiment, touching the conductive surface of the
shade material 106 while 1t 1s 1n motion will cause the
controller 102 to stop the operation of the motor 114. In yet
another embodiment, the controller 201 can detect a hold
and release gesture. The controller 201 can register a hold
when 1t detects a substantial decrease in frequency of the RC
oscillator over a predetermined period of time. The control-
ler 201 can register a release when the frequency is subse-
quently substantially increased. Continuously holding or
touching the shade maternial 106 or the hem bar 110 may
cause the motor 114 to slowly lower the shade material 106
until the shade material 106 or the hem bar 1110 1s released.
Once the shade material 106 or the hem bar 110 1s released,
the shade material 106 will stop lowering. As such, a user
can choose how low the shade material 106 should hang. In
addition, the controller 201 can detect a tap-hold and release
gesture. A tap-hold gesture may slowly raise the shade
material 106 while the user 1s holding the shade material 106
until it 1s released. Once the shade material 106 or the hem
bar 110 1s released, the shade material 106 will stop rising.
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FIG. 8 illustrates exemplary objects in a form of a table
800 for use by a controller 201. Table 800 comprises Gesture
objects 801, Shade_position objects 802, and Operating_
command objects 803. Upon detecting a gesture using the
capacitive touch sensor 205, the controller 201 may deter-
mine the position of the shade material 106 and query table
800 to determine the operating command. For example,
when the controller 201 detects a single touch gesture while
the shade material 106 1s stationary and not at the lower
limit, objects 804 would indicate to lower the shade material
106. The shade material 106 lowers until the controller 201
determines that 1t has reached the lower limit. When the
controller 201 detects a double touch gesture while the shade
material 106 1s stationary and not at the upper limit, objects
806 would indicate to raise the shade material 106. The
shade material 106 1s raised until the controller 201 deter-
mines 1t has reached the upper limit. When the controller 201
detects either a single touch or a double touch gesture while
the shade material 106 1s moving, objects 808 and 810
would indicate to the controller 201 to stop lowering or
raising the shade material 106.

When the controller 201 detects a hold gesture while the
shade material 106 1s stationary but not at lower limit,
objects 812 would indicate to slowly lower the shade
material 106. In other words, the controller 201 lowers the
shade material 106 at a predetermined speed slower than
speed occurring in object 804 such that the user can com-
fortably maintain a hold of the shade material 106 (or the
hem bar 110). The controller 201 would stop lowering the
shade material 106 upon detecting that 1t reached the lower
limit or upon detecting that the user released the shade
material 106 (objects 814). When the controller 201 detects
a tap-hold gesture when the shade material 106 1s stationary
but not at the upper limit, objects 816 would indicate to
slowly raise the shade material 106. The controller 201 may
stop raising the shade material 106 upon detecting that 1t has
reached the upper limit or upon detecting that the shade
material 106 has been released (objects 818). When the
controller 201 detects either a hold or a tap-hold gesture
while the shade material 106 1s moving, objects 819 and 820
would 1ndicate to stop lowering or raising the shade material
106.

According yet to another embodiment, the controller 201
may detect an up and down swiping gesture 141 such that
when a user swipes up on the shade material 106 the
controller 201 causes the shade material 106 to roll up, for
example to the upper limit, and when a user swipes down on
the shade material 106 the controller 201 causes the shade
material 106 to roll down, for example to the lower limut.
According to an embodiment, each of the conductive threads
300 may be made from a material having large resistance.
For example, the conductive thread 300 may comprise a
substantially non-conductive core 401 (such as fiberglass)
and an outer layer 402 having a somewhat conductive
additive matenal having large resistance. Referring to FIG.
5, a single vertical conductive thread 300 will comprise
different resistance between 1ts upper end (which 1s closer to
sensor 205) and 1its lower end (which 1s farther from sensor
205)—this diflerence 1n resistance can be represented using
a plurality of resistors 501a-n. Particularly, the upper end of
the conductive thread 300 will comprise smaller resistance
(e.g., 501a comprises 1 kilo £2 of resistance) and the lower
end of the conductive thread 300 will comprise a larger
resistance (e.g., 501z comprises 1 mega €2 of resistance). As
such, depending on where the user touches the shade mate-
rial 106 along the vertical path of the conductive thread 300,
the energized output frequency of the shade material 106
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will change. The capacitive touch sensor 205 may detect this
change 1n output frequency and report 1t to the controller

201. The controller 201 may track the changes of the output
frequency values and upon detecting a progressive growth of
the output frequency values (that deviates from the baseline
frequency), the controller 201 may determine that a user 1s
swiping down on the shade material 106. Upon detecting a
progressive decline in the output frequency values (that
deviates from the baseline frequency), the controller 201
may determine that a user 1s swiping up on the shade
material 106.

According to a further embodiment, the plurality of
conductive threads 300 may be electrically connected to an
array of capacitive touch sensors via a plurality of discrete
landings such that horizontal gestures, as well as any com-
bination of horizontal and vertical gestures, may be detected.
It 1s also contemplated that the controller 201 can detect
other types of gestures using the capacitive touch sensor 203
and the conductive touch material 106, enabling custom
operations of the motor drive unit 104.

In addition, or alternatively, the aspects of the present
embodiments can be used as a safety mechanism. As the
shade material 106 lowers, the weighed hem bar 110 may hit
a person causing njury. This 1s especially a concern 1n large
shades with heavy hem bars. Additionally, the roller shade
may hit an object, such as furniture, window sill, floor, or the
like, causing damage to the object or to the roller shade
itself. The controller 201 can detect that the hem bar 110 has
hit or about to hit an obstacle using the capacitive touch
sensor 205 during lowering of the shade material 106. The
controller 201 can register a touch of an obstacle when the
conductive surface of the shade material 106 and/or the hem
bar 110 has been touched or brought close to an obstacle
causing the controller 201 to detect a decrease 1n frequency
of the RC oscillator below the detected baseline frequency.
Memory 203 of the motor control module 112 can store one
or more object identifying the operating commands to be
executed by the controller 201 upon detecting a touch while
the shade material 106 1s 1n the process of being lowered. In
one embodiment, in response the controller 201 may stop
lowering the shade material 106. In another embodiment, the
controller 201 may stop lowering the shade material 106 and
then raises 1t by a predetermined distance. In yet another
embodiment, upon detecting a hold gesture while the shade
material 106 1s 1 the process of being lowered, the control-
ler 201 may stop lowering the shade material 106 and then
raise 1t until the controller 201 no longer detects the obstacle
in proximity to the shade material 106 and/or the hem bar
110—1.e., when the controller 201 detects a release of the
hold. The controller 201 may stop raising the shade material
106 when it reaches a fully raised state, or when 1t deter-
mines that the shade material 106 and/or the hem bar 110 has
been released, whoever occurs first. The controller 201 no
longer detects the obstacle 1n proximity to the shade material
106 and/or the hem bar 110 when the frequency of the RC
oscillator 1s subsequently increased above the detected base-
line frequency.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

To solve the aforementioned problems, the aspects of the
embodiments are directed towards a touch actuated roller
shade. The disclosed embodiments provide a system, soft-
ware, and a method for a roller shade that can be actuated by
touching the shade matenial. It should be understood that this
description 1s not intended to limit the embodiments. On the
contrary, the embodiments are intended to cover alterna-
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tives, modifications, and equivalents, which are included in
the spirit and scope of the embodiments as defined by the
appended claims. Further, 1n the detailed description of the
embodiments, numerous specific details are set forth to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the claimed
embodiments. However, one skilled 1in the art would under-
stand that various embodiments may be practiced without
such specific details.

Although the features and elements of aspects of the
embodiments are described being in particular combina-
tions, each feature or element can be used alone, without the
other features and elements of the embodiments, or in
various combinations with or without other features and
clements disclosed herein.

This written description uses examples of the subject
matter disclosed to enable any person skilled 1n the art to
practice the same, including making and using any devices
or systems and performing any incorporated methods. The
patentable scope of the subject matter 1s defined by the
claims, and may include other examples that occur to those
skilled 1n the art. Such other examples are intended to be
within the scope of the claims.

The above-described embodiments are intended to be
illustrative 1 all respects, rather than restrictive, of the
embodiments. Thus the embodiments are capable of many
variations in detailed implementation that can be derived
from the description contained herein by a person skilled 1n
the art. No element, act, or instruction used 1n the description
ol the present application should be construed as critical or
essential to the embodiments unless explicitly described as
such. Also, as used herein, the article “a” 1s intended to
include one or more items.

All United States patents and applications, foreign pat-
ents, and publications discussed above are hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entireties.

Alternate Embodiments

Alternate embodiments may be devised without departing
from the spirit or the scope of the different aspects of the
embodiments. In various embodiments, the motorized shade
described herein may be used to cover a window, a door, a
wall opening, or the like. In addition, the embodiments
described herein may be adapted 1n varies types of window
or door coverings, such as roller shades, iverted rollers,
Roman shades, Austrian shades, pleated shades, blinds,
shutters, skylight shades, garage doors, or the like.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A motorized shade for covering an architectural open-
Ing comprising:

a shade material comprising and extending between an
upper end and a lower end, wherein the shade material
at least partially comprises electrically conductive
material;

a roller tube comprising an electrically conductive mate-
rial, wherein the upper end of the shade matenal 1is
attached to the roller tube, wherein the roller tube
creates an electrically conductive path between the
conductive material of the shade material and the roller
tube;

a capacitive touch sensor electrically connected to the
roller tube via at least one electrical contact; and

a controller electrically connected to the capacitive touch
sensor and adapted to detect a touch of the shade
material via the capacitive touch sensor and 1n response
generate a command.
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2. The motorized shade of claim 1, wherein the shade
material comprises at least one thread comprising the elec-
trically conductive material.

3. The motorized shade of claim 2, wherein the conduc-
tive thread comprises a core and an outer layer, wherein the
core comprises the electrically conductive material.

4. The motonzed shade of claim 3, wherein the outer layer
comprises material with substantially no conductance.

5. The motorized shade of claim 3, wherein the outer layer
1s mnfused with electrically conductive material.

6. The motorized shade of claim 1, wherein the shade
material comprises a plurality of warp threads comprising
the electrically conductive material, wherein each of the
plurality of conductive warp threads extends vertically along,
substantially the entire length of the shade material.

7. The motorized shade of claim 6, wherein the plurality
of conductive warp threads are intermittently weaved 1n the
shade material.

8. The motorized shade of claim 1, wherein the roller tube
comprises a channel adapted to retain the upper end of the
shade material therein.

9. The motorized shade of claim 1 further comprising a
ball bearing having an outer race electrically connected to
the roller tube, an ner race electrically connected to the
capacitive touch sensor, and a plurality of balls disposed
between the outer race and the inner race, wherein the ball
bearing creates an electrically conductive path between the
roller tube and the capacitive touch sensor.

10. The motorized shade of claim 1 further comprising a
hem bar attached to the lower end of the shade material,
wherein the hem bar comprises an electrically conductive
material, wherein the controller 1s further adapted to detect
a touch of the hem bar via the capacitive touch sensor.

11. The motorized shade of claim 1 further comprising a
hem bar at the lower end of the shade material, wherein the
lower end of the shade material 1s at least partially wrapped
about the hem bar, wherein the controller 1s further adapted
to detect a touch of the hem bar via the capacitive touch
SENnsor.

12. The motorized shade of claim 1, wherein the capaci-
tive touch sensor comprises an RC oscillator adapted to
generate an output signal that oscillate at an oscillation
frequency, wherein the output signal 1s used to charge and
discharge the conductive shade material, wherein the con-
troller 1s adapted to measure the output signal to detect
output frequency values.

13. The motorized shade of claam 12, wherein the con-
troller determines a touch of the shade material when
detecting a change 1n the output frequency values.

14. The motorized shade of claim 12, wherein the con-
troller determines a touch of the shade material when an
output frequency value deviates from a monitored baseline
frequency.

15. The motorized shade of claim 14, wherein the con-
troller stores a set of a plurality of oscillation frequencies
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cach associated with a position of the shade material
between an upper limit and a lower limat.

16. The motorized shade of claim 14, wherein during
operation, the controller 1s adapted to keep track of the
position of the shade matenial, and based on the tracked
position, pick an oscillation frequency to use by the capaci-
tive touch sensor.

17. The motorized shade of claim 1, wherein the control-
ler 1s adapted to detect at least one gesture comprising at
least one selected from the group consisting of a single
touch, a double touch, a swipe gesture, a hold and release
gesture, and a tap-hold and release gesture.

18. The motorized shade of claim 1 further comprising a
communication interface in communication with the con-
troller and adapted for commumcation with at least one
electronic device.

19. A motorized shade for covering an architectural open-
Ing comprising:

a shade material comprising and extending between an
upper end and a lower end, wherein the shade material
comprises a plurality of warp threads each comprising,
an electrically conductive matenal;

a roller tube comprising an electrically conductive mate-
rial, wherein the upper end of the shade matenal 1is
attached to the roller tube, wherein the roller tube
creates an electrically conductive path between the
conductive warp threads of the shade material and the
roller tube;

a capacitive touch sensor electrically connected to the
roller tube via at least one electrical contact; and

a controller electrically connected to the capacitive touch
sensor and adapted to detect a touch of the shade
material via the capacitive touch sensor.

20. A motorized roller shade for covering an architectural

opening comprising;

a shade material comprising and extending between an
upper end and a lower end, wherein the shade material
at least partially comprises electrically conductive
material;

a roller tube comprising an electrically conductive mate-
rial, wherein the upper end of the shade material 1s
attached to the roller tube, wherein the roller tube

creates an electrically conductive path between the
conductive material of the shade matenial and the roller
tube;

an RC oscillator electrically connected to the roller tube
via at least one electrical contact and adapted to gen-
erate an output signal that oscillates at an oscillation
frequency, wherein the output signal 1s used to charge
and discharge the conductive material of the shade
material; and

a controller adapted to measure the output signal to detect
output frequency values and in response to detect at
least one gesture.
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