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SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE HAVING
SPACER RESIDUE

PRIORITY CLAIM AND CROSS-REFERENC.

L1

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-

tion Ser. No. 17/326,005, filed May 20, 2021, which 1s a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/927,799,
filed Jul. 13, 2020, now U.S. Pat. No. 11,211,383, 1ssued
Dec. 28, 2021, which a continuation of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 16/178,340, filed Nov. 1, 2018, now U.S. Pat.
No. 10,714,473, 1ssued Jul. 14, 2020, which claims priority
to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/591,133, filed
Nov. 27, 2017, both of which are herein incorporated by
reference 1n their entirety.

BACKGROUND

Transistors include semiconductor regions used to form
the source regions and drain regions. Since the contact
resistance between metal contact plugs and the semiconduc-
tor regions 1s high, metal silicides are formed on the surfaces
of the semiconductor regions such as silicon regions, ger-
manium regions, silicon germanium regions in order to
reduce the contact resistance. The contact plugs are formed
to contact the silicide regions, and the contact resistance
between the contact plugs and the silicide regions are low.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the present disclosure are best understood from
the following detailed description when read with the
accompanying figures. It 1s noted that, 1n accordance with
the standard practice 1n the industry, various features are not
drawn to scale. In fact, the dimensions of the wvarious
features may be arbitrarily increased or reduced for clarity of
discussion.

FIGS. 1-15 illustrate a method for manufacturing a semi-
conductor device at various stages 1n accordance with some
embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 16-22 illustrate a method for manufacturing a
semiconductor device at various stages 1n accordance with
some embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 23 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
device 1n accordance with some embodiments of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The {following disclosure provides many diflerent
embodiments, or examples, for implementing different fea-
tures of the provided subject matter. Specific examples of
components and arrangements are described below to sim-
plify the present disclosure. These are, of course, merely
examples and are not intended to be limiting. For example,
the formation of a first feature over or on a second feature
in the description that follows may include embodiments 1n
which the first and second features are formed in direct
contact, and may also mclude embodiments 1n which addi-
tional features may be formed between the first and second
teatures, such that the first and second features may not be
in direct contact. In addition, the present disclosure may
repeat reference numerals and/or letters in the various
examples. This repetition 1s for the purpose of simplicity and
clarity and does not in itself dictate a relationship between
the various embodiments and/or configurations discussed.
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2

Further, spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,”
“below,” “lower,” “above,” “upper” and the like, may be
used herein for ease of description to describe one element
or feature’s relationship to another element(s) or feature(s)
as 1llustrated in the figures. The spatially relative terms are
intended to encompass different orientations of the device 1n
use or operation in addition to the orientation depicted in the
figures. The apparatus may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein may likewise be interpreted accord-
ingly.

The fins may be patterned by any suitable method. For
example, the fins may be patterned using one or more
photolithography processes, including double-patterning or
multi-patterming processes. Generally, double-patterning or
multi-patterming processes combine photolithography and
self-aligned processes, allowing patterns to be created that
have, for example, pitches smaller than what 1s otherwise
obtainable using a single, direct photolithography process.
For example, in one embodiment, a sacrificial layer 1is
formed over a substrate and patterned using a photolithog-
raphy process. Spacers are formed alongside the patterned
sacrificial layer using a self-aligned process. The sacrificial
layer 1s then removed, and the remaining spacers may then
be used to pattern the fins.

Embodiments of the present disclosure provide some
improved methods for the formation of semiconductor
devices and the resulting structures. These embodiments are
discussed below 1n the context of forming finFET transistors
having a single fin or multiple fins on a bulk silicon
substrate.

FIGS. 1-15 1llustrate a method for manufacturing a semi-
conductor device at various stages in accordance with some
embodiments of the present disclosure. In some embodi-
ments, the semiconductor device shown in FIGS. 1-15 may
be intermediate devices fabricated during processing of an
integrated circuit (IC), or a portion thereof, that may include
static random access memory (SRAM), logic circuits, pas-
sive components, such as resistors, capacitors, and iduc-
tors, and/or active components, such as p-type field eflect
transistors (PFETs), n-type FETs (NFETs), multi-gate FETs,
metal-oxide semiconductor field eflect transistors (MOS-
FETs), complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS)
transistors, bipolar transistors, high voltage transistors, high
frequency transistors, other memory cells, and combinations
thereof.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the semiconductor device
in accordance with some embodiments of the present dis-
closure. A substrate 110 1s provided. The substrate 110 has
a first region 102 and a second region 104. In some embodi-
ments, the substrate 110 may include silicon (S1). Alterna-
tively, the substrate 110 may include germanium (Ge),
s1licon germanium, gallium arsenide (GaAs), or other appro-
priate semiconductor materials. In some alternative embodi-
ments, the substrate 110 may include an epitaxial layer.
Furthermore, the substrate 110 may include a semiconduc-
tor-on-insulator (SOI) structure having a buried dielectric
layer therein. The buried dielectric layer may be, for
example, a buried oxide (BOX) layer. The SOI structure may
be formed by a method referred to as separation by implan-
tation ol oxygen (SIMOX) technology, waler bonding,
selective epitaxial growth (SEG), or other appropriate
method.

A plurality of semiconductor fins 112 and a plurality of
semiconductor fins 114 are respectively formed over the first
region 102 and the second region 104 of the substrate 110.
The semiconductor fins 112 and 114 serve as channels and

bl 4 4




US 11,984,450 B2

3

source/drain features of transistors. It 1s noted that the
numbers of the semiconductor fins 112 and 114 in FIG. 1 are
illustrative, and should not limit the claimed scope of the
present disclosure. In addition, one or more dummy fins may
be disposed adjacent both sides of the semiconductor fins
112 and/or the semiconductor fins 114 to improve pattern
fidelity 1n patterning processes.

The semiconductor fins 112 and 114 may be formed, for
example, by patterning and etching the substrate 110 using
photolithography techniques. In some embodiments, a layer
ol photoresist material (not shown) 1s deposited over the
substrate 110. The layer of photoresist material 1s 1wrradiated
(exposed) 1n accordance with a desired pattern (the semi-
conductor fins 112 and 114 1n this case) and developed to
remove a portion of the photoresist material. The remaining
photoresist material protects the underlying matenial from
subsequent processing operations, such as etching. It should
be noted that other masks, such as an oxide or silicon nitride
mask, may also be used 1n the etching process. The semi-
conductor fins 112 and 114 may be made of the same
material as the substrate 110 and may continuously extend or
protrude from the substrate 110. The semiconductor fins 112
and 114 may be intrinsic, or appropriately doped with an
n-type impurity or a p-type impurity.

In some other embodiments, the semiconductor fins 112
and 114 may be epitaxially grown. For example, exposed
portions of an underlying material, such as an exposed
portion of the substrate 110, may be used 1n an epitaxial
process to form the semiconductor fins 112 and 114. A mask
may be used to control the shape of the semiconductor fins
112 and 114 durning the epitaxial growth process.

A plurality of 1solation structures 120, such as shallow
trench 1solation (STI), are formed in the substrate 110 to
separate various devices. The formation of the isolation
structures 120 may 1nclude etching a trench in the substrate
110 and filling the trench by an insulator material such as
s1licon oxide, silicon nitride, or silicon oxynitride. The filled
trench may have a multi-layer structure such as a thermal
oxide liner layer with silicon nitride filling the trench. In
some embodiments, the 1solation structures 120 may be
created using a process sequence such as: growing a pad
oxide, forming a low pressure chemical vapor deposition
(LPCVD) nitride layer, patterning an STI opening using
photoresist and masking, etching a trench in the substrate
110 (to form the semiconductor fins 112 and 114), optionally
growing a thermal oxide trench liner to improve the trench
interface, filling the trench with oxide, using chemical
mechanical planarization (CMP) to remove the excessive
oxide, and recessing the thermal oxide trench liner and the
oxide to form the 1solation structures 120 such that top
portions of the semiconductor fins 112 and 114 protrude
from top surfaces of the 1solation structures 120.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 2. A dummy dielectric layer
210 1s conformally formed to cover the semiconductor fins
112, 114, and the 1solation structures 120. In some embodi-
ments, the dummy dielectric layer 210 may include silicon
dioxide, silicon nitride, a high-k dielectric material, or other
suitable matenal. In various examples, the dummy dielectric
layer 210 may be deposited by an ALD process, a CVD
process, a subatmospheric CVD (SACVD) process, a tlow-
able CVD process, a PVD process, or other suitable process.
By way of example, the dummy dielectric layer 210 may be
used to prevent damage to the semiconductor fins 112 and
114 by subsequent processing (e.g., subsequent formation of
the dummy gate structure).

A dummy gate structure 220 1s formed over the dummy
dielectric layer 210, the semiconductor fins 112, 114, and the
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4

1solation structures 120. In some embodiments, a dummy
gate layer (not shown) may be formed over the dummy
dielectric layer 210, and i1s then patterned to form the
dummy gate eclectrode 220. In some embodiments, the
dummy gate electrode 220 may be made of polycrystalline-
silicon (poly-S1), polycrystalline silicon-germanium (poly-
S1Ge), or other suitable materials. If a gate-first technology
1s employed, the dummy gate structure 220 and the dummy
dielectric layer 210 are used as a gate electrode and a gate
dielectric layer.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 3. Portions of the dummy
dielectric layer 210 uncovered by the dummy gate structure
220 are removed to expose portions of the semiconductor
fins 112 and 114. Then, spacer structures 310 are at least
formed on opposite sides of the dummy gate structure 220
and the dummy dielectric layer 210. The spacer structures
310 may include a seal spacer and a main spacer (not
shown). The spacer structures 310 include one or more
dielectric materials, such as silicon oxide, silicon nitride,
silicon oxynitride, S1CN, S1CxOyNz, or combinations
thereof. The seal spacers are formed on sidewalls of the
dummy gate structure 220 and the main spacers are formed
on the seal spacers. The spacer structures 310 can be formed
using a deposition method, such as plasma enhanced chemai-
cal vapor deposition (PECVD), low-pressure chemical
vapor deposition (LPCVD), sub-atmospheric chemical
vapor deposition (SACVD), or the like. The formation of the
spacer structures 310 may include blanket forming spacer
layers and then performing etching operations to remove the
horizontal portions of the spacer layers. The remaiming
vertical portions of the spacer layers form the spacer struc-
tures 310. In some embodiments, the 1solation structures 120
are recessed when the etching operation of the spacer layers
1s performed, and the etched amount H 1s in a range from
about 0.5 nm to about 20 nm.

In some embodiments, spacer residues 312 and 314,
which are remaining parts of the spacer structures 310 that
1s not removed 1n the operation of etching the spacer layer,
exist. Specifically, in the operation of the spacer layer
deposition process, the spacer layer also covers the semi-
conductor fins 112 and 114. When the spacer layer 1s etched
to form the spacer structures 310, the portions of the spacer
layer on sidewalls of the semiconductor fins 112 and 114 are
pullback-etched. Portions of the spacer structures 310 thus
remain at corners between the 1solation structure 120 and the
semiconductor fins 112/114 after the etching and form the
spacer residues 312/314. In some other embodiments, how-
ever, the spacer residues 312 and/or 314 may be omitted.
The vertical thickness T1 of the spacer residue 312 1s 1n a
range from about 0.5 nm to about 30 nm 1n some embodi-
ments. The vertical thickness T2 of the spacer residue 314 1s
in a range from about 0.5 nm to about 30 nm 1n some
embodiments.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 4. A first mask layer 410 1s
tormed over the second region 104 of the substrate 110 while
the first region 102 of the substrate 110 1s exposed. That 1s,
the semiconductor fins 112 are uncovered by the first mask
layer 410 while the semiconductor fins 114 are covered by
the first mask layer 410. First epitaxial structures 420 are
then formed on portions of the semiconductor fins 112
uncovered by the dummy gate structure 220, the spacer
structures 310, and the first mask layer 410 by performing,
for example, a selectively growing process. The first epi-
taxial structures 420 are formed by epitaxially growing a
semiconductor material. The semiconductor material
includes single element semiconductor material, such as
germanium (Ge) or silicon (S1), compound semiconductor
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materials, such as gallium arsenide (GaAs) or aluminum
gallium arsenide (AlGaAs), or semiconductor alloy, such as
silicon germanium (S1Ge) or galllum arsemide phosphide
(GaAsP). The first epitaxial structures 420 have suitable
crystallographic orientations (e.g., (110) and (111) crystal-
lographic orientations ), such that the first epitaxial structures
420 have hexagon cross sections. For example, the top
surfaces 422 and the bottom surfaces 426 of the first
epitaxial structures 420 are (111) facets (1.e., top surfaces
422 are upward facing facets facing upwards, and the bottom
surfaces 426 are downward facing facets facing down-
wards), and the sidewalls 424 of the first epitaxial structures
420 are (110) facets (sidewall facets). The first epitaxial
structures 420 may be separated from each other as shown
in FIG. 4 or be merged together. In some embodiments, the
first epitaxial structures 420 are source/drain epitaxial struc-
tures. In some embodiments, where an N-type device 1s
desired, the first epitaxial structures 420 may include an
epitaxially growing silicon phosphorus (SiP) or silicon car-
bon (S1C). The epitaxial processes include CVD deposition
techniques (e.g., vapor-phase epitaxy (VPE) and/or ultra-
high vacuum CVD (UHV-CVD)), molecular beam epitaxy,
and/or other suitable processes.

In some embodiments, the first epitaxial structures 420
includes a first epitaxial layer 432 formed on the semicon-
ductor fin 112, a second epitaxial layer 434 formed on the
first epitaxial layer 432, and a third epitaxial layer 436
formed on the second epitaxial layer 434. The first, second,
and third epitaxial layers 432, 434, 436 are crystalline
semiconductor layers, such as S1, SiC, SiCP, S1P, Ge and
S1Ge, having diflerent lattice constants from each other and
from the semiconductor fins 112. When Si1C, SiP and/or
S1CP are used, the C or P concentration of the first epitaxial
layer 432 1s different from that of the second and third
epitaxial layers 434 and 436. In some embodiments, a Group
I1I-V semiconductor layer 1s used for at least one of the first,
second, and third epitaxial layers 432, 434, and 436. In some
other embodiments, only one or two of the first, second, and
third epitaxial layers 432, 434, and 436 1s formed, and in
some other embodiments, more epitaxial layers are formed.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 5. The first mask layer 410 of
FIG. 4 1s removed, and a second mask layer 510 1s formed
over the first region 102 of the substrate 110 while the
second region 104 of the substrate 110 1s exposed. That 1s,
the semiconductor fins 112 and the first epitaxial structures
420 are covered by the second mask layer 510 while the
semiconductor fins 114 are uncovered by the second mask
layer 510. Portions of the second fins 114 uncovered by the
dummy gate structure 220 and the spacer structures 310 are
recessed, and second epitaxial structures 520 are then
formed on the recessed portion of the semiconductor fins
114 by performing, for example, a selectively growing
process. The second epitaxial structures 520 are formed by
epitaxially growing a semiconductor material. The semicon-
ductor material includes single element semiconductor
maternal, such as germanium (Ge) or silicon (S1), compound
semiconductor matenals, such as gallium arsenide (GaAs)
or aluminum gallium arsemide (AlGaAs), or semiconductor
alloy, such as silicon germanium (S1Ge) or galllum arsenide
phosphide (GaAsP). The second epitaxial structures 520
have suitable crystallographic orientations (e.g., a (100)
crystallographic orientation), such that the second epitaxial
structures 520 have diamond cross sections. In some
embodiments, the top surfaces 522 and the bottom surfaces
526 of the second epitaxial structures 520 are (100) facets
(1.e., top surfaces 522 are upward facing facets facing
upwards, and the bottom surfaces 526 are downward facing,
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facets facing downwards). The second epitaxial structures
520 may be merged together as shown in FIG. 5 or be
separated from each other. In some embodiments, the second
epitaxial structures 520 include source/drain epitaxial struc-
tures. In some embodiments, where a P-type device 1s
desired, the second epitaxial structures 520 may include an
epitaxially growing silicon germanium (S1Ge). The first
epitaxial structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures
520 have different conductivity types. The epitaxial pro-
cesses include CVD deposition techniques (e.g., vapor-
phase epitaxy (VPE) and/or ultra-high vacuum CVD (UHV-
CVD)), molecular beam epitaxy, and/or other suitable
Processes.

In some embodiments, the second epitaxial structures 520
includes a fourth epitaxial layer 532 formed on the semi-
conductor fin 114, a fifth epitaxial layer 534 formed on the
fourth epitaxial layer 332, and a sixth epitaxial layer 536
formed on the fifth epitaxial layer 534. The fourth, fifth, and
sixth epitaxial layers 332, 534, and 336 are crystalline
semiconductor layers, such as S1, SiC, S1CP, S1P, Ge and
S1Ge, having different lattice constants from each other and
from the semiconductor fins 114. When Si1Ge are used, the
Ge concentration of the fourth epitaxial layer 532 1s different
from that of the fifth and sixth epitaxial layers 334 and 536.
In some embodiments, a Group I1I-V semiconductor layer 1s
used for at least one of the fourth, fifth, and sixth epitaxial
layers 532, 534, 536. In some other embodiments, only one
or two of the fourth, fifth, and sixth epitaxial layers 532, 534,
and 536 1s formed, and 1n some other embodiments, more
epitaxial layers are formed.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 6. The second mask layer 510
of FIG. 5 1s removed. A first contact etch stop layer (CESL)
610 1s then conformally formed over the first epitaxial
structures 420, the second epitaxial structures 520, the
dummy gate structure 220, the spacer structures 310, and the
1solation structure 120. In some embodiments, the CESL 61
1s not formed under the merged portion of the second
epitaxial structures 520. In some embodiments, the first
CESL 610 can be a stressed layer or layers. In some
embodiments, the first CESL 610 has a tensile stress and 1s
formed of S1;N,,. In some other embodiments, the first CESL
610 includes materials such as oxynitrides. In yet some other
embodiments, the first CESL 610 may have a composite
structure 1ncluding a plurality of layers, such as a silicon
nitride layer overlying a silicon oxide layer. The first CESL
610 can be formed using plasma enhanced CVD (PECVD),
however, other suitable methods, such as low pressure CVD

(LPCVD), atomic layer deposition (ALD), and the like, can
also be used.

A first mterlayer dielectric (ILD) 620 1s then formed on
the first CESL 610. The first ILD 620 may be formed by
chemical vapor deposition (CVD), high-density plasma
CVD, spin-on, sputtering, or other suitable methods. In
some embodiments, the first ILD 620 includes silicon oxide.
In some other embodiments, the first ILD 620 may include
s1licon oxy-nitride, silicon nitride, or a low-k material. Then,
a planarization process, such as a chemical mechanical
planarization (CMP) process, 1s performed to planarize the
first CESL 610 and the first ILD 620 to expose the dummy
gate structure 220.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 7. A replacement gate (RPG)
process scheme 1s employed. In the RPG process scheme, a
dummy polysilicon gate (the dummy gate structure 220 (see
FIG. 6) 1in this case) 1s formed 1n advance and 1s replaced
later by a metal gate. In some embodiments, the dummy gate
structure 220 1s removed to form an opening 702 with the
spacer structures 310 as its sidewalls. In some other embodi-
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ments, the dummy dielectric layer 210 (see FIG. 6) 1s
removed as well. Alternatively, in some embodiments, the
dummy gate structure 220 1s removed while the dummy
dielectric layer 210 retains. The dummy gate structure 220
(and the dummy dielectric layer 210) may be removed by
dry etch, wet etch, or a combination of dry and wet etch.

A gate dielectric layer 712 1s conformally formed in the
opening 702. The gate diclectric layer 712 1s over the
semiconductor fins 112 and/or 114. The gate dielectric layer
712 can be a high-k dielectric layer having a dielectric
constant (k) higher than the dielectric constant of S10.,, 1.e.
K>3.9. The gate dielectric layer 712 may include LaO, AlO,
/r0O, Ti0, Ta,0O., Y,0,, Sr110; (8TO), BaTiO; (BTO),
BaZrO, HiZrO, HiLaO, HIS10, LaSi10, AlS10, HiTaO,
HIT10, (Ba,Sr)T10, (BST), Al,O;, or other suitable mate-
rials. The gate dielectric layer 712 1s deposited by suitable
techniques, such as ALD, CVD, PVD, thermal oxidation,
combinations thereol, or other suitable techniques.

At least one metal layer 1s formed 1n the opening 702 and
on the gate dielectric layer 712. Subsequently, a chemical
mechanical planarization (CMP) process 1s performed to
planarize the metal layer and the gate dielectric layer 712 to
form metal gate stack 710 1n the opening 702. The metal gate
stack 710 crosses over the semiconductor fins 112 and/or
114. The metal gate stack 710 includes the gate dielectric
layer 712 and a metal gate electrode 714 over the gate
diclectric layer 712. The metal gate electrode 714 may
include work function metal layer(s), capping layer(s), fill
layer(s), and/or other suitable layers that are desirable 1n a
metal gate stack. The work function metal layer may include
n-type and/or p-type work function metal. Exemplary n-type
work function metals include Ti, Ag, TaAl, TaAlC, TiAIN,
TaC, TaCN, TaSiN, Mn, Zr, other suitable n-type work
function materials, or combinations thereol. Exemplary
p-type work function metals include TiN, TaN, Ru, Mo, Al,
WN, 7ZrS1,, MoSi1,, TaS1,, Ni1S1,, other suitable p-type work
function materials, or combinations thereot. The work func-
tion metal layer may have multiple layers. The work func-
tion metal layer(s) may be deposited by CVD, PVD, elec-
troplating and/or other suitable process. In some
embodiments, the metal gate electrode 714 1s a p-type metal
gate including a p-type work function metal layer. In some
embodiments, the capping layer 1n the metal gate electrodes
714 may 1include refractory metals and their nitrides (e.g.
TiN, TaN, W,N, TiSiN, TaSiN). The capping layer may be
deposited by PVD, CVD, metal-organic chemical vapor
deposition (MOCVD), ALD, or the like. In some embodi-
ments, the fill layer 1n the metal gate electrodes 714 may
include tungsten (W). The fill layer may be deposited by

ALD, PVD, CVD, or other suitable process.

Reference 1s made to FIGS. 8A and 8B. FIG. 8B 1s a
cross-sectional view taken along line B-B of FIG. 8A. The
first ILD 620 of FIG. 7 1s removed to expose the first CESL
610. In some embodiments, the first ILD 620 1s fully
removed. In some other embodiments, the first ILD 620 1s
partially removed from areas around the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures 520. Then,
portions of the first CESL 610 over the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures 520 are
removed to expose the top surfaces 422 of the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the top surfaces 522 of the second
epitaxial structures 520. The sidewalls 424 and the bottom
surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420 and the
bottom surfaces 526 of the second epitaxial structures 520
are still covered by the CESL 610. In some embodiments,
the first CESL 610 1s anisotropic etched by performing, for
example, a reactive 1on etch (RIE) process or other suitable
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processes. Anisotropic etching means different etch rates in
different directions in the material. That 1s, an anisotropic
ctching removes the material being etched at different rates
in different directions. For example, 1n FIGS. 8 A and 8B, the
anisotropic etching removes the horizontal portions of the
first CESL 610 faster than the vertical portions thereof. A
such, the portions of the first CESL 610 over the top surfaces
422 and 522 are removed and other portions of the first
CESL 610 remains. Furthermore, the portions of the CESL
610 over the 1solation structures 120 are also removed 1n this
stage.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 1s taken along the
same line as FIG. 8B. A metal material 1s directionally (or
anisotropically) formed over the structure of FIG. 8B, such
that a first metal layer 910 and a second metal layer 920 are
respectively formed over the top surfaces 422 and 522. The
anisotropic deposition method employed to deposit the
metal material can be methods that provide a directional
deposition so that more metal maternial 1s deposited on
horizontal surfaces than on vertical surfaces. For example,
the amsotropic deposition method can be a collimated
physical vapor deposition (PVD) method, in which the metal
material 1s directed downward in directions substantially
parallel to the vertical direction of the exemplary semicon-
ductor structure. The term “substantially” as used herein
may be applied to modily any quantitative representation
which could permissibly vary without resulting 1n a change
in the basic function to which 1t 1s related. Alternately, the
anisotropic deposition method can employ radio frequency
physical vapor deposition (RFPVD) sputtering and/or with
constant voltage substrate bias, 1.e., constant electrical volt-
age bias applied to the substrate. Also, the amisotropic
deposition method may be an 1on CVD, or other suitable
processes. The deposition rate depends on the angle of
incidence ol incoming particles, resulting 1n a higher depo-
sition rate on the top surfaces 422 than surfaces of the first
CESL 610. Hence, the first metal layer 910 1s in contact with
the top surfaces 422 and not 1n contact with other surfaces
of the first epitaxial structures 420, and the second metal
layer 920 1s 1n contact with the top surfaces 522 and not 1n
contact with other surfaces of the second epitaxial structures
520. In some embodiments, portions of the metal material
are formed over the isolation structures 120 to form an
excess metal layer 930. The metal material (1.e., the first
metal layer 910, the second metal layer 920, and the excess
metal layer 930) 1s made of N1, Co, Pt, W, Ru, combinations
thereol, or other suitable materials. The first metal layer 910
and the second metal layer 920 have high work function, for
example, 1n a range from about 4.4 ¢V to about 5.2 eV.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 10. An annealing process 1s
performed on the first metal layer 910 (see FIG. 9), the
second metal layer 920 (see FIG. 9), the first epitaxial
structures 420, and the second epitaxial structures 320 to
form a first top metal alloy layer 1010 and a second top metal
alloy layer 1020 respectively. The annealing process 1s also
referred to as a silicide process 1f the first epitaxial structures
420 and the second epitaxial structures 520 are made of
silicon. The silicide process converts the surface portions of
the first epitaxial structures 420 and the second epitaxial
structures 520 into silicide contacts (1.e., the first top metal
alloy layer 1010 and the second top metal alloy layer 1020
in this case). Silicide processing mvolves deposition of a
metal material (1.e., the first metal layer 910 and the second
metal layer 920 1n this case) that undergoes a silicidation
reaction with silicon (S1). In order to form silicide contacts
on the first epitaxial structures 420 and the second epitaxial
structures 520, the first metal layer 910 and the second metal
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layer 920 are respectively blanket deposited on the top
surfaces 422 of the first epitaxial structures 420 and the top
surfaces 522 of the second epitaxial structures 520. After
heating the water to a temperature at which the metal reacts
with the silicon of the first epitaxial structures 420 and the
second epitaxial structures 520 to form contacts, unreacted
metal (such as the excess metal layer 930 of FIG. 9) 1s
removed. The silicide contacts remain over the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures 520, while
unreacted metal 1s removed from other areas.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 11. The remaining first CESL
610 of FIG. 10 1s removed, such that the sidewalls 424 and
the bottom surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420
and the bottom surfaces 526 of the second epitaxial struc-
tures 520 are exposed. Moreover, the top surfaces 422 are
covered by the first top metal alloy layer 1010 and the top
surfaces 522 are covered by the second top metal alloy layer
1020. In some embodiments, the first CESL 610 1s 1sotropic
ctched by performing, for example, a wet chemical etching
process or other suitable processes. An “isotropic etching’” 1s
an etching process that 1s not a directional etching. An
1sotropic etching removes the material being etched at the
substantially same rate in each direction. That 1s, 1sotropic
etching does not etch in a single direction, but rather etches
horizontally as well as vertically into the first CESL 610.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 12. Another metal material 1s
conformally (or non-directionally) formed over the structure
of FIG. 11, such that a third metal layer 1210 and a fourth
metal layer 1220 are respectively formed on the first epi-
taxial structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures 520.
That 1s, the third metal layer 1210 1s 1n contact with the first
top metal alloy layer 1010 and the sidewalls 424 and the
bottom surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420, and
the fourth metal layer 1220 1s 1n contact with the second top
metal alloy layer 1020 and the bottom surfaces 526 of the
second epitaxial structures 520. In some embodiments, the
tourth metal layer 1220 1s not formed under the merged
portion of the second epitaxial structures 420. The third
metal layer 1210 and the fourth metal layer 1220 are made
of T1, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Th, Lu, Th, Sc, Hf, Zr, Ta, combinations
thereof, or other suitable matenials. The third metal layer
1210 and the fourth metal layer 1220 have low work
function, for example, 1n a range from about 2.5 eV to about
4.4 eV. That 1s, the third metal layer 1210 and the fourth
metal layer 1220 have a work function lower than that of the
first metal layer 910 and the second metal layer 920 as
shown 1 FIG. 9. The third metal layer 1210 and the fourth
metal layer 1220 are formed by performing a conformally
(or 1sotropic) deposition process, such as PECVD, PEALD,
or other suitable processes. That 1s, the metal material 1s
deposited over not only one direction, but different direc-
tions of the first epitaxial structures 420 and the second
epitaxial structures 520.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 13. Another annealing process
1s performed on the first top metal alloy layer 1010 (see FIG.
12), the second top metal alloy layer 1020 (see FIG. 12), the
third metal layer 1210 (see FIG. 12), the fourth metal layer
1220 (see FIG. 12), the first epitaxial structures 420, and the
second epitaxial structures 520. The first top metal alloy
layer 1010, the third metal layer 1210, and the first epitaxial
structures 420 are annealed to form a third top metal alloy
layer 1310, the second top metal alloy layer 1020, the fourth
metal layer 1220, and the second epitaxial structures 520 are
annealed to form a fourth top metal alloy layer 1320, the
third metal layer 1210 and the first epitaxial structures 420
are annealed to form a first bottom metal alloy layer 1330,
and the fourth metal layer 1220 and the second epitaxial
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structures 520 are annealed to form a second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340. The annealing process 1s also referred to as
a silicide process 1f the first epitaxial structures 420 and the
second epitaxial structures 520 are made of silicon. After the
annealing process, the unreacted metal 1s removed. The third
top metal alloy layer 1310 1s in contact with the top surfaces
422 of the first epitaxial structures 420, the fourth top metal
alloy layer 1320 1s 1n contact with the top surfaces 522 of the
second epitaxial structures 520, the first bottom metal alloy
layer 1330 1s in contact with the sidewalls 424 and the
bottom surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420, and
the second bottom metal alloy layer 1330 i1s 1n contact with
the bottom surfaces 526 of the second epitaxial structures
520.

In some embodiments, the third top metal alloy layer 1310
and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 include the high
WF metals including N1, Co, Pt, W, Ru, or combinations
thereol and the low WF metals including Ti, Er, Y, Yb, Eu,
Th, Lu, Th, Sc, Hi, Zr, Th, Ta, or combination thereot, and
the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330 and the second
bottom metal alloy layer 1340 include the low WF metals
including Ti, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Tb, Lu, Th, Sc, Hf, Zr, Th, Ta,
or combinations thereof. As such, the third top metal alloy
layer 1310 and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 have
higher work function than the first bottom metal alloy layer
1330 and the second bottom metal alloy layer 1340. For the
first epitaxial structures 420, the contact areas between the
first bottom metal alloy layer 1330 and the first epitaxial
structures 420 1s larger than the contact areas between the
third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the first epitaxial
structures 420, such that the equivalent work function of the
source/drain feature of N-type device (1.e., the first epitaxial
structures 420, the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330, and
the third top metal alloy layer 1310 1n this case) 1s between
the work functions of the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330
and the third top metal alloy layer 1310 but close to the first
bottom metal alloy layer 1330. For the second epitaxial
structures 3520, the contact areas between the fourth top
metal alloy layer 1320 and the second epitaxial structures
520 1s larger than the contact areas between the second
bottom metal alloy layer 1340 and the second epitaxial
structures 520, such that the equivalent work function of the
source/drain feature of P-type device (1.e., the second epi-
taxial structures 520, the second bottom metal alloy layer
1340, and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 1n this case)
1s between the work functions of the second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340 and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320
but close to the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320. Therelore,
the source/drain features of N-type and P-type devices have
different work functions. In some embodiments, the third top
metal alloy layer 1310 has a thickness 1n a range from about
2 nm to about 7 nm, the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 has
a thickness 1n a range from about 2 nm to about 7 nm, the
first bottom metal alloy layer 1330 has a thickness 1n a range
from about 2 nm to about 6 nm, and the second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340 has a thickness 1n a range from about 2 nm
to about 6 nm. If the thicknesses of the layers 1310, 1320,
1330, and 1340 are too small, such as less than about 2 nm,
the schottky barrier of the source/drain features 1s affected,
and the electrical properties of the source/drain features
become worse.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 14. A second contact etch stop
layer (CESL) 1410 1s conformally formed over the structure
of FIG. 13. In some embodiments, the CESL 1410 1s not
formed under the merged portion of the second epitaxial
structures 520. In some embodiments, the second CESL
1410 can be a stressed layer or layers. In some embodiments,
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the second CESL 1410 has a tensile stress and 1s formed of
S1,N,. In some other embodiments, the second CESL 1410
includes materials such as oxynitrides. In yet some other
embodiments, the second CESL 1410 may have a composite
structure including a plurality of layers, such as a silicon
nitride layer overlying a silicon oxide layer. The second
CESL 1410 can be formed using plasma enhanced CVD
(PECVD), however, other suitable methods, such as low
pressure CVD (LPCVD), atomic layer deposition (ALD),
and the like, can also be used.

A second interlayer dielectric (ILD) 1420 1s then formed
on the second CESL 1410. The second ILD 1420 may be
formed by chemical vapor deposition (CVD), high-density
plasma CVD, spin-on, sputtering, or other suitable methods.
In some embodiments, the second ILLD 1420 includes silicon
oxide. In some other embodiments, the second 1ILD 1420
may include silicon oxy-nitride, silicon nitride, or a low-k
material.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 15. The second ILD 1420 and
the second CESL 1410 are partially removed to form a
plurality of openings 1422 and 1424 by various methods,

including a dry etch, a wet etch, or a combination of dry etch
and wet etch. The openings 1422 and 1424 extend through

the second ILD 1420 and the second CESL 1410 and
respectively expose the third top metal alloy layer 1310 and
the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320.

Contacts 1510 and 1520 are respectively formed 1n the
openings 1422 and 1424 and respectively over the third top
metal alloy layer 1310 and the fourth top metal alloy layer
1320. The contacts 1510 and 1520 are respectively and
clectrically connected to the first epitaxial structures 420 and
the second epitaxial structures 520. The contact 1510
includes a barrier layer 1512 and a filling material 1514
formed over the barrier layer 1512. The contact 1520
includes a barrier layer 1522 and a filling material 1524
tformed over the barrier layer 1522. In some embodiments,
metal materials can be filled 1n the openings 1422 and 1424,
and excessive portions of the metal materials are removed
by performing a planarization process to form the filling
materials 1514 and 1524. In some embodiments, the barrier
layers 1512 and 1522 may include one or more layers of a
material such as, for example, titanium, titanium nitride,
titanium tungsten or combinations thereof. In some embodi-
ments, the filling materials 1514 and 1524 may be made of,
for example, tungsten, aluminum, copper, or other suitable
materials. In some embodiments, the depth of the contact
1510/1520 1s 1n a range from about 15 nm to about 60 nm,
depending on node and the semiconductor fin heights.

In FIG. 15, the third top metal alloy layers 1310 and the
first bottom metal alloy layers 1330 are formed on the third
epitaxial layer 436. The third top metal alloy layers 1310 and
the first bottom metal alloy layers 1330 are formed by a
reaction between the material of the third epitaxial layer 436
and metal layers formed thereon. The third epitaxial layer
436 of one of the first epitaxial structures 420 1s separated
from the third epitaxial layer 436 of the other one of the first
epitaxial structure 420. In some embodiments, the first
bottom metal alloy layers 1330 are separated from each
other as shown 1n FIG. 15; in some other embodiments, the
first bottom metal alloy layers 1330 {ills the space between
the two first epitaxial structures 420; in still some other
embodiments, one or more void(s) and/or hole(s) 1s(are)
formed 1n the first bottom metal alloy layers 1330 and
between the two first epitaxial structures 420. The shapes of
the voids 1n the cross section may include a rhombus, a
circle, an oval, or an wrregular shape. The shapes may be
symmetry or asymmetric. The number of the voids may be
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as small as one 1n some embodiments, and more than one 1n
some other embodiments. Sizes of the multiple voids and
spaces between voids may be substantially the same or
different.

In some embodiments, the semiconductor fin 112 has a
width (thickness) W1 1n a range from about 4 nm to about
10 nm; the first epitaxial layer 432 has a width (thickness)
W2 1n a range from about 0 nm to about 3 nm; the second
epitaxial layer 434 has a width (thickness) W3 in a range
from about 2 nm to about 8 nm; and the third epitaxial layer
436 has a width (thickness) W4 1n a range from about 0 nm
to about 3 nm.

Further, the fourth top metal alloy layers 1320 and the
second bottom metal alloy layers 1340 are formed on the
sixth epitaxial layer 536. The fourth top metal alloy layers
1320 and the second bottom metal alloy layers 1340 are
formed by a reaction between the maternial of the sixth
epitaxial layer 536 and metal layers formed therecon. As
shown 1n FIG. 15, the sixth epitaxial layer 536 of one of the
second epitaxial structures 520 1s merged with the sixth
epitaxial layer 536 of the other one of the second epitaxial
structure 520.

In some embodiments, the fourth epitaxial layer 532 has
a thickness (height) T3 1n a range from about 0 nm to about
3 nm; the fifth epitaxial layer 534 has a thickness (height) T4
in a range from about 2 nm to about 8 nm; and the sixth
epitaxial layer 536 has a thickness TS 1n a range from about
0 nm to about 3 nm. Moreover, the width W5 of the fourth
epitaxial layer 532 may be greater than, less than, or equal
to the thickness T3 of the fourth epitaxial layer 532. For
example, T3:W5=1:1.2 to 1:2 1n some embodiments. In
some embodiments, the space between two semiconductor
fins 114 1s greater than about 15 nm.

Furthermore, it 1s noted although in FIG. 15, the spacer
residues 314 formed on opposite sides of the semiconductor
fin 114 have the same height, the spacer residues 314 may
have different heights 1n some other embodiments. For
example, the spacer residue 314:i formed between two semi-
conductor fins 114 1s higher than the spacer residue 314
formed on opposite side of the semiconductor fins 114. This
1s because the dense space between the two semiconductor
fins 114 results 1n slow etching rate during the etching
operations 1n FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the difference
between the spacer residues 314; and 3140 1s 1n a range from
0 nm to about 10 nm.

In FIG. 15, the first epitaxial structure 420 1s in contact
with the third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the first bottom
metal alloy layer 1330. As such, the equivalent work func-
tion of the first epitaxial structure 420 can be tuned by
applying different materials of the third top metal alloy layer
1310 and the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330. Further-
more, the second epitaxial structure 520 1s in contact with
the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 and the second bottom
metal alloy layer 1340. Since the first epitaxial structure 420
and the second epitaxial structure 520 have different cross
sections, the source/drain features of the devices on the
regions 102 and 104 have different equivalent work func-
tions even though the third and fourth top metal alloy layers
1310 and 1320 have the same work function and the first and
second bottom metal alloy layers 1330 and 1340 have the
same work function. As such, the N-type and P-type devices
can achieve their desired source/drain equivalent work func-
tions 1n the same metal alloy layers formation process and
without additional photo patterming flows.

FIGS. 16-22 illustrate a method for manufacturing a
semiconductor device at various stages 1n accordance with
some embodiments of the present disclosure. The manufac-
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turing processes of FIGS. 1 to 7 are performed 1n advance.
Since the relevant manufacturing details are similar to FIGS.
1 to 7, and, therefore, a description in this regard will not be

repeated hereinatter. Reference 1s made to FIG. 16. The first
ILD 620 of FIG. 7 1s removed to expose the first CESL 610

of FIG. 7. Then, the first CESL 610 1s removed to expose the
first epitaxial structures 420 and the second epitaxial struc-
tures 520. In this stage, the top surfaces 422, the sidewalls
424, and the bottom surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the top surfaces 3522 and the bottom
surfaces 326 of the second epitaxial structures 3520 are
exposed.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 17. A metal material 1s direc-
tionally (or anisotropically) formed over the structure of
FIG. 16, such that a first metal layer 910 and a second metal
layer 920 are respectively formed over the top surfaces 422
and 522. That 1s, the first metal layer 910 1s 1n contact with
the top surfaces 422 and not 1n contact with other surfaces
of the first epitaxial structures 420, and the second metal
layer 920 1s 1n contact with the top surfaces 522 and not 1n
contact with other surfaces of the second epitaxial structures
520. In some embodiments, portions of the metal material
are formed over the 1solation structures 120 to form the
excess metal layer 930. The first metal layer 910 and the
second metal layer 920 are made of Ni, Co, Pt, W, Ru,
combinations thereof, or other suitable materials. The first
metal layer 910 and the second metal layer 920 have high
work function, for example, 1n a range from about 4.4 eV to
about 5.2 ¢V. The first metal layer 910 and the second metal
layer 920 are formed by performing a directionally deposi-
tion process, such as PVD, REPVD, 1on CVD, or other
suitable processes.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 18. An annealing process 1s
performed on the first metal layer 910 (see FIG. 17), the
second metal layer 920 (see FIG. 17), the first epitaxial
structures 420, and the second epitaxial structures 520 to
form a first top metal alloy layer 1010 and a second top metal
alloy layer 1020 respectively. The annealing process 1s also
referred to as a silicide process 11 the first epitaxial structures
420 and the second epitaxial structures 520 are made of
silicon. After the annealing process, the unreacted metal
(such as the excess metal layer 930 of FIG. 17) 1s removed.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 19. Another metal material 1s
conformally (or 1sotropically) formed over the structure of
FIG. 18, such that a third metal layer 1210 and a fourth metal
layer 1220 are respectively formed on the first epitaxial
structures 420 and the second epitaxial structures 520. That
1s, the third metal layer 1210 1s 1n contact with the first top
metal alloy layer 1010 and the sidewalls 424 and the bottom
surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420, and the
fourth metal layer 1220 1s in contact with the second top
metal alloy layer 1020 and the bottom surfaces 526 of the
second epitaxial structures 520. In some embodiments, the
fourth metal layer 1220 1s not formed under the merged
portion of the second epitaxial structures 420. The third
metal layer 1210 and the fourth metal layer 1220 are made
of T1, Er, Y, Yb, Fu, Tb, Lu, Th, Sc, Hf, Zr, Th, Ta,
combinations thereof, or other suitable materials. The third
metal layer 1210 and the fourth metal layer 1220 have low
work function, for example, 1n a range from about 2.5 eV to
about 4.4 eV. That 1s, the third metal layer 1210 and the
fourth metal layer 1220 have a work function lower than that
of the first metal layer 910 and the second metal layer 920
as shown i FIG. 9. The third metal layer 1210 and the fourth
metal layer 1220 are formed by performing a conformally
deposition process, such as PECVD, PEALD, or other
suitable processes.
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Reference 1s made to FIG. 20. Another annealing process
1s performed on the first top metal alloy layer 1010 (see FIG.
19), the second top metal alloy layer 1020 (see FI1G. 19), the
third metal layer 1210 (see FIG. 19), the fourth metal layer
1220 (see F1G. 19), the first epitaxial structures 420, and the
second epitaxial structures 3520. The first top metal alloy
layer 1010, the third metal layer 1210, and the first epitaxial
structures 420 are annealed to form a third top metal alloy
layer 1310, the second top metal alloy layer 1020, the fourth
metal layer 1220, and the second epitaxial structures 520 are
annealed to form a fourth top metal alloy layer 1320, the
third metal layer 1210 and the first epitaxial structures 420
are annealed to form a first bottom metal alloy layer 1330,
and the fourth metal layer 1220 and the second epitaxial
structures 520 are annealed to form a second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340. The annealing process 1s also referred to as
a silicide process 1f the first epitaxial structures 420 and the
second epitaxial structures 520 are made of silicon. After the
annealing process, the unreacted metal 1s removed. The third
top metal alloy layer 1310 1s 1n contact with the top surfaces
422 of the first epitaxial structures 420, the fourth top metal
alloy layer 1320 1s 1n contact with the top surfaces 522 of the
second epitaxial structures 520, the first bottom metal alloy
layer 1330 1s in contact with the sidewalls 424 and the
bottom surfaces 426 of the first epitaxial structures 420, and
the second bottom metal alloy layer 1330 1s 1n contact with
the bottom surfaces 526 of the second epitaxial structures
520.

In some embodiments, the third top metal alloy layer 1310
and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 are made of a
material including the high WF metals including N1, Co, Pt,
W, Ru, or combinations thereof and the low WF metals
including Ti, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Tb, Lu, Th, Sc, Hf, Zr, Th, Ta,
or combination thereot, and the first bottom metal alloy layer
1330 and the second bottom metal alloy layer 1340 include
the low WF metals including 11, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Th, Lu, Th,
Sc, Hi, Zr, Th, Ta, or combinations thereof. As such, the
third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the fourth top metal
alloy layer 1320 have higher work function than the first
bottom metal alloy layer 1330 and the second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340. For the first epitaxial structures 420, the
contact areas between the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330
and the first epitaxial structures 420 1s larger than the contact
areas between the third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the
first epitaxial structures 420, such that the equivalent work
function of the source/drain feature of N-type device (i.e.,
the first epitaxial structures 420, the first bottom metal alloy
layer 1330, and the third top metal alloy layer 1310 1n this
case) 1s between the work functions of the first bottom metal
alloy layer 1330 and the third top metal alloy layer 1310 but
close to the first bottom metal alloy layer 1330. For the
second epitaxial structures 520, the contact areas between
the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320 and the second epi-
taxial structures 520 1s larger than the contact areas between
the second bottom metal alloy layer 1340 and the second
epitaxial structures 520, such that the equivalent work
function of the source/drain feature of P-type device (1.e., the
second epitaxial structures 3520, the second bottom metal
alloy layer 1340, and the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320
in this case) i1s between the work functions of the second
bottom metal alloy layer 1340 and the fourth top metal alloy
layer 1320 but close to the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320.
Theretfore, the source/drain features of N-type and P-type
devices have different work functions.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 21. A second contact etch stop
layer (CESL) 1410 1s conformally formed over the structure

of FIG. 20. In some embodiments, the CESL 1410 1s not
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formed under the merged portion of the second epitaxial
structures 520. In some embodiments, the second CESL
1410 can be a stressed layer or layers. In some embodiments,
the second CESL 1410 has a tensile stress and 1s formed of
S1,N,. In some other embodiments, the second CESL 1410
includes materials such as oxynitrides. In yet some other
embodiments, the second CESL 1410 may have a composite
structure including a plurality of layers, such as a silicon
nitride layer overlying a silicon oxide layer. The second
CESL 1410 can be formed using plasma enhanced CVD
(PECVD), however, other suitable methods, such as low
pressure CVD (LPCVD), atomic layer deposition (ALD),
and the like, can also be used.

A second iterlayer dielectric (ILD) 1420 1s then formed
on the second CESL 1410. The second ILD 1420 may be
formed by chemical vapor deposition (CVD), high-density
plasma CVD, spin-on, sputtering, or other suitable methods.
In some embodiments, the second IL.D 1420 includes silicon
oxide. In some other embodiments, the second ILD 1420
may include silicon oxy-nitride, silicon nitride, or a low-k
materal.

Reference 1s made to FIG. 22. The second ILD 1420 and
the second CESL 1410 are partially removed to form a
plurality of openings 1422 and 1424 by various methods,

including a dry etch, a wet etch, or a combination of dry etch
and wet etch. The openings 1422 and 1424 extend through

the second ILD 1420 and the second CESL 1410 and
respectively expose the third top metal alloy layer 1310 and
the fourth top metal alloy layer 1320.

Contacts 1510 and 1520 are respectively formed in the
openings 1422 and 1424 and respectively over the third top
metal alloy layer 1310 and the fourth top metal alloy layer
1320. The contacts 1510 and 1520 are respectively and
clectrically connected to the first epitaxial structures 420 and
the second epitaxial structures 520. The contact 1510
includes a barrier layer 1512 and a filling material 1514
formed over the barrier layer 1512. The contact 1520
includes a barrier layer 1522 and a filling material 1524
tformed over the barrier layer 1522. In some embodiments,
metal materials can be filled 1n the openings 1422 and 1424,
and excessive portions of the metal materials are removed
by performing a planarization process to form the filling
materials 1514 and 1524. In some embodiments, the barrier
layers 1512 and 1522 may include one or more layers of a
material such as, for example, titanium, titanium nitride,
titanium tungsten or combinations thereof. In some embodi-
ments, the filling materials 1514 and 1524 may be made of,
for example, tungsten, aluminum, copper, or other suitable
materials.

In some embodiments, the N-type device (the device over
the region 102) in FIGS. 15 and 22 can be an N-type target
critical dimension (TCD) device, and the P-type device (the
device over the region 104) in FIGS. 15 and 22 can be a
P-type TCD device. FIG. 23 i1s a cross-sectional view of a
semiconductor device in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. The semiconductor device
includes an N-type device over a first region 102' of the
substrate 110 and P-type devices over a second region 104’
of the substrate 110. The semiconductor device may be a part
of a SRAM device. The P-type devices can be pull-up (PU)
transistors and the N-type device can be a pull-down (PD)
transistor or a pass gate (P(G) transistor. It 1s noted that the
numbers of the N-type device and P-type devices 1n FIG. 23
are 1llustrative, and should not limit the claimed scope of the
present disclosure.

The N-type device includes a first epitaxial structure 420
and a gate structure (e.g., the metal gate stack 710 shown 1n
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FIG. 7) adjacent the first epitaxial structure 420", and the
P-type device includes second epitaxial structures 520" and
a gate structure (e.g., the metal gate stack 710 shown 1n FIG.
7) adjacent the second epitaxial structures 520'. The first
epitaxial structure 420" includes a first epitaxial layer 434'
formed on the semiconductor fin 112 and a second epitaxial
layer 436' formed on the first epitaxial layer 434'. The first
and second epitaxial layers 434' and 436' are crystalline
semiconductor layers, such as S1, SiC, S1CP, S1P, Ge and
S1Ge, having different lattice constants from each other and
from the semiconductor fins 112. When Si1C, SiP and/or
S1CP are used, the C or P concentration of the first epitaxial
layer 434' 1s different from that of the second epitaxial layer
436'. In some embodiments, a Group III-V semiconductor
layer 1s used for at least one of the first and second epitaxial
layers 434" and 436'. In some other embodiments, only one
of the first and second epitaxial layers 434" and 436' is
formed, and in some other embodiments, more epitaxial
layers are formed. In some embodiments, a lateral extension
distance L1 of the first epitaxial structures 420" extending
from a sidewall of the semiconductor fin 112 1s less than
about 7 nm.

The third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the first bottom
metal alloy layer 1330 are formed on the second epitaxial
layer 436'. The third top metal alloy layer 1310 and the first
bottom metal alloy layer 1330 are formed by a reaction
between the material of the second epitaxial layer 436' and
metal layers formed thereon.

The second epitaxial structures 520' each include a third
epitaxial layer 5334' formed on the semiconductor fin 114 and
a fourth epitaxial layer 536' formed on the third epitaxial
layer 534'. The third and fourth epitaxial layers 534' and 536’
are crystalline semiconductor layers, such as Si1, S1C, SiCP,
S1P, Ge and S1Ge, having different lattice constants from
cach other and from the semiconductor fins 112. When Si1Ge
are used, the Ge concentration of the third epitaxial layer
534' 1s diflerent from that of the fourth epitaxial layer 536'.
In some embodiments, a Group I1I-V semiconductor layer 1s
used for at least one of the third and fourth epitaxial layers
534" and 536'. In some other embodiments, only one of the
third and fourth epitaxial layers 534" and 536' 1s formed, and
in some other embodiments, more epitaxial layers are
formed. In some embodiments, a lateral extension distance
[.2 of the second epitaxial structures 520" extending from a
sidewall of the semiconductor fin 114 1s less than about 7
nm. Furthermore, 1n some embodiments, the spacer residues
316 are formed on the sidewalls of the semiconductor fins
114, and the height Hs of the spacer residues 316 1s 1n a
range of O nm to about %3 of the fin height. The height Hs
of the spacer residues 316 1s associated with the size of the
second epitaxial structures 520",

Further, the fourth top metal alloy layers 1320 and the
second bottom metal alloy layers 1340 are formed on the
tourth epitaxial layer 536'. The fourth top metal alloy layers
1320 and the second bottom metal alloy layers 1340 are
formed by a reaction between the matenial of the fourth
epitaxial layer 536' and metal layers formed thereon. As
shown 1n FIG. 23, the fourth epitaxial layer 536' of one of
the second epitaxial structures 520" i1s separated from the
fourth epitaxial layer 536' of the other one of the second
epitaxial structure 520'. For example, a distance D1 between
the second epitaxial structures 520' 1s 1n a range from about
10 nm to about 15 nm, and a distance D2 between the
semiconductor fins 114 1s in a range from about 15 nm to
about 30 nm. If the distance D1 1s less than about 10 nm
and/or the distance D2 1s less than about 15 nm, the second
epitaxial structure 520' may be merged. If the distance D2 1s
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greater than about 15 nm and/or the distance D2 1s greater
than about 30 nm, the layout area of the semiconductor
device may be increased. Moreover, the surface 526' and the
top surface of the substrate 110 form an angle 0 1n a range
from about 35 degrees to about 60 degrees, e.g., about 40
degrees or about 34.7 degrees.

According to some embodiments, the first epitaxial struc-
ture 1s 1n contact with the third top metal alloy layer and the
first bottom metal alloy layer. As such, the equivalent work
function of the first epitaxial structure can be tuned by
applying diflerent materials of the third top metal alloy layer
and the first bottom metal alloy layer. Furthermore, the
second epitaxial structure 1s in contact with the fourth top
metal alloy layer and the second bottom metal alloy layer.
For a semiconductor device including different types (e.g.,
N-type and P-type) devices, since the first epitaxial structure
and the second epitaxial structure have different cross sec-
tions, the source/drain features of the N-type and P-type
devices have different equivalent work functions even
though the third and fourth top metal alloy layers have the
same work function and the first and second bottom metal
alloy layers have the same work function. As such, the
N-type and P-type devices can achieve their desired source/
drain equivalent work functions in the same metal alloy
layers formation process and without additional photo pat-
terming tlows.

According to some embodiments, a semiconductor device
includes first and second epitaxial structures, first and sec-
ond top metal alloy layers, and first and second bottom metal
alloy layers. The first and second epitaxial structures have
different cross sections. The first and second top metal alloy
layers are respectively in contact with the first and second
epitaxial structures. The first and second bottom metal alloy
layers are respectively 1n contact with the first and second
epitaxial structures and respectively under the first and
second top metal alloy layers. The first top metal alloy layer
and the first bottom metal alloy layer are made of different
materials.

According to some embodiments, a semiconductor device
includes a first epitaxial structure, a second epitaxial struc-
ture, first and second top metal alloy layers, and first and
second bottom metal alloy layers. The first epitaxial struc-
ture has an upward facing facet facing upwards and a
downward facing facet facing downwards. The second epi-
taxial structure has an upward facing facet facing upwards
and a downward facing facet facing downwards. The {first
epitaxial structure and the second epitaxial structure have
different conductivity types. The first and second top metal
alloy layers are respectively in contact with the upward
facing facet of the first epitaxial structure and the upward
facing facet of the second epitaxial structure. The first and
second bottom metal alloy layers are respectively in contact
with the downward facing facet of the first epitaxial struc-
ture and the downward facing facet of the second epitaxial
structure. The first top metal alloy layer and the first bottom
metal alloy layer have different work functions.

According to some embodiments, a method for manufac-
turing a semiconductor device includes forming first and
second epitaxial structures over a substrate, wherein the first
and second epitaxial structures have different conductivity
types, and the first and second epitaxial structures each has
an upward facing facet facing upwards and a downward
facing facet facing downwards. First and second metal
layers are formed respectively on the upward facing facets
of the first and second epitaxial structures. The first and
second metal layers and the first and second epitaxy struc-
tures are annealed to form a first top metal alloy layer on the
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upward facing facet of the first epitaxial structure and a
second top metal alloy layer on the upward facing facet of
the second epitaxial structure. A third metal layer 1s formed
at least on the downward facing facets of the first and second
epitaxial structures. The first and third metal layers have
different metals. The third metal layer and the first and
second epitaxial structures are annealed to form a first
bottom metal alloy layer on the downward facing facet of the
first epitaxial structure, and a second bottom metal alloy
layer on the downward facing facet of the second epitaxial
structure.

The foregoing outlines features of several embodiments
so that those skilled 1n the art may better understand the
aspects ol the present disclosure. Those skilled 1n the art
should appreciate that they may readily use the present
disclosure as a basis for designing or modilying other
processes and structures for carrying out the same purposes
and/or achieving the same advantages of the embodiments
introduced herein. Those skilled 1n the art should also realize
that such equivalent constructions do not depart from the
spirit and scope of the present disclosure, and that they may
make various changes, substitutions, and alterations herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A device comprising:

a semiconductive fin;

an 1solation structure surrounding a bottom portion of the
semiconductive fin;

a gate structure over the semiconductive fin;

dielectric spacers on opposite sides of the semiconductive
fin and over the 1solation structure, wherein the dielec-
tric spacers comprise nitride;

source/drain epitaxial structures on opposite sides of the
gate structure and over the dielectric spacers, wherein
the source/drain epitaxial structures have hexagon
shapes, and bottommost surfaces of the dielectric spac-
ers are higher than a topmost surface of a portion of the
semiconductive fin below one of the source/drain epi-
taxial structures; and

a first metal alloy layer on a first sidewall of one of the
source/drain epitaxial structures and 1n contact with at
least one of the dielectric spacers, wherein tops of the
dielectric spacers are higher than a bottom position of
the first metal alloy layer.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the gate structure
extends 1n a first direction, one of the dielectric spacers has
a first width 1n the first direction, and one of the source/drain
epitaxial structures has a second width greater than the first
width.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the gate structure
extends 1n a first direction, a distance between the dielectric
spacers 1n the first direction 1s smaller than a width of one
ol the source/drain epitaxial structures in the first direction.

4. The device of claim 1, further comprising:

a gate spacer on a sidewall of the gate structure, wherein
the dielectric spacers are 1n contact with the gate spacer.

5. The device of claim 1, further comprising:

a second metal alloy layer in contact with a second
stdewall of said one of the source/drain epitaxial struc-
tures and 1n contact with the first metal alloy layer,
wherein the first metal alloy layer and the second metal
alloy layer comprise different materals.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein a topmost surface of the

first metal alloy layer 1s lower than a topmost surface of said
one of the source/drain epitaxial structures.
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7. The device of claim 1, wherein a bottommost portion
ol said one of the source/drain epitaxial structures 1s lower
than the tops of the dielectric spacers.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the first metal alloy
layer has a top position lower than top surfaces of the
source/drain epitaxial structures, and the first metal alloy
layer 1s a silicide of a metal element, and the metal element
1s 11, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Th, Lu, Th, Sc, Hf, Zr, Th, or Ta.

9. A device comprising:

a fin structure protruding from a substrate, wherein the fin
structure comprises a first portion and second portions
on opposite sides of the first portion;

a gate structure crossing the first portion of the fin
structure;

first and second source/drain epitaxial structures on oppo-
site sides of the gate structure and respectively over the
second portions of the fin structure, wherein the first
source/drain epitaxial structure has a plurality of facets;

a silicon-oxynitride residue on a sidewall of one of the
second portions of the fin structure, wherein one of the
facets of the first source/drain epitaxial structure
extends to the silicon-oxynitride residue, and the first
source/drain epitaxial structure covers an outer side-
wall of the silicon-oxynitride residue; and

a metal alloy layer on a sidewall of the first source/drain
epitaxial structure, wherein a top position of the metal
alloy layer 1s lower than a top position of the first
source/drain epitaxial structure.

10. The device of claim 9, further comprising:

an STI structure between the silicon-oxynitride residue
and the substrate.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the first source/drain
epitaxial structure 1s separated from the STI structure by the
s1licon-oxynitride residue.

12. The device of claim 9, wherein the metal alloy layer
1s 1n contact with the outer sidewall of the silicon-oxynitride
residue.

13. The device of claim 9, wherein a portion of the
silicon-oxynitride residue 1s embedded in the first source/
drain epitaxial structure.

14. The device of claim 9, wherein a portion of the
silicon-oxynitride residue 1s sandwiched between the first
source/drain epitaxial structure and the fin structure.

15. The device of claim 9, further comprising:

a contact over the first source/drain epitaxial structure,

wherein a bottom position of the contact 1s higher than
the top position of the metal alloy layer.
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16. A device comprising:
a semiconductor fin;
an 1solation structure adjacent to the semiconductor fin;

first and second spacer residues on opposite sides of a first
portion of the semiconductor fin and over the 1solation
structure;

a gate structure covering a second portion of the semi-
conductor fin; and

first and second source/drain epitaxial structures on oppo-
site sides of the gate structure, wherein the first source/
drain epitaxial structure comprises:

a first epitaxial layer sandwiched between the first and
second spacer residues; and

a second epitaxial layer connected to the first epitaxial
layer and over the first and second spacer residues,
wherein the second epitaxial layer 1s spaced apart
from sidewalls of the first epitaxial layer; and

a first metal alloy layer 1n contact with a bottom portion
of the second epitaxial layer of the first source/drain
epitaxial structure and the first spacer residue, wherein
a top position of the first spacer residue 1s higher than
a bottom position of the first metal alloy layer.

17. The device of claim 16, further comprising:

a second metal alloy layer in contact with a top portion of
the second epitaxial layer of the first source/drain
epitaxial structure and spaced apart from the first spacer
residue, wherein the first metal alloy layer and the
second metal alloy layer are made of different materi-
als.

18. The device of claim 17, further comprising:

an etch stop layer covering and in contact with both the
first metal alloy layer and the second metal alloy layer;
and

an interlayer dielectric layer covering the etch stop layer.

19. The device of claam 16, wherein the first source/drain
epitaxial structure further comprises a third epitaxial layer
between the first epitaxial layer and the second epitaxial
layer.

20. The device of claim 16, wherein the first metal alloy
layer has a top position lower than a top surface of the first
source/drain epitaxial structure, and the first metal alloy
layer 1s a silicide of a metal element, and the metal element

1s 11, Er, Y, Yb, Eu, Tb, Lu, Th, Sc, Hi, Zr, Tbh, or Ta.
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