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1
SURGICAL CLAMP AND CLAMP JAW

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 16/197.,911 filed Nov. 21, 2018, which 1s a continuation
of U.S. application Ser. No. 14/207,813 filed Mar. 13, 2014,
the contents of each of which are incorporated by reference
in their entirety.

FIELD

The claimed invention relates to clamping devices, and
more specifically to a surgical clamp and clamp jaw.

BACKGROUND

During certain surgical procedures, 1t may be necessary to
securely clamp and/or occlude body conduits (for example,
blood vessels) of various sizes and thicknesses. Gripping or
clamping instruments are often used in many types of
medical procedures such as heart, lung, barnatric, and vas-
cular surgeries. Existing clamps provide little feedback
regarding how tightly the clamp 1s attached to a particular
tissue. This can result in clamps which are holding tissue too
tightly or too loosely. In the case where tissue, such as a
blood vessel, 1s held too loosely, unexpected blood tlow or
blood loss may complicate a surgery, especially 11 the loose
clamp falls ofl. In the case where tissue 1s held too tightly,
the tissue may be physically damaged from an excessive
clamping force and/or biologically damaged due to exces-
sively reduced blood flow to the tissue in the region where
the clamp 1s applied. Furthermore, depending on the design,
if a surgical clamp 1s attached too tightly, it may have a
tendency to be forced ofl the clamped tissue 1f the tissue 1s
slippery.

In addition to clamping considerations to ensure surgical
clamps are able to properly occlude body conduits, the prior
art often overlooks concerns for how such clamps release.
As one example, surgeons frequently use aortic cross clamps
to occlude blood flow from the heart through the aorta as
part of many heart surgeries, such as coronary artery bypass
or aortic valve replacement surgeries. When such surgeries
are near completion, and the surgeon 1s ready to unclamp the
aorta, 1t may be desirable to remove the cross clamp slowly
in order to avoid profound hypertension which may result
from rapid reperfusion. This slow release can be diflicult
with some clamps as their jaws tend to create a V-shape as
they are opened, thereby increasing the likelithood that the
previously clamped vessel will suddenly push itself out of
the clamp towards the open end of the “V”, regardless of
how carefully or slowly the surgeon 1s trying to open the
clamp.

Therefore, there 1s a need for a surgical clamp and clamp
jaw which has a reliable indication of when it 1s properly
clamped 1n order to increase holding strength while reducing
potential tissue damage due to excessive clamping force.
Furthermore, there 1s also a need for a surgical clamp and
clamp jaw which enables a more controlled clamp release
process 1n order to reduce the risk of tissue damage due to
pressure spikes from reestablished blood tlow when clamps
are removed.

SUMMARY

A surgical clamp jaw 1s disclosed, having an inner profile
and a deflection control profile opposite the iner profile.
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Another surgical clamp jaw 1s disclosed, having an 1nner
profile. The inner profile has a first substantially concave
profile 1n an unclamped position and a second substantially
flat profile 1n a clamped position. The surgical clamp jaw
also has a deflection control profile opposite the inner
profile, the detlection control profile comprising one or more
sets of corresponding abutment surfaces. The abutment
surfaces 1n at least one of the one or more sets of corre-
sponding abutment surfaces are not contacting each other
when the imner profile 1s i the unclamped position. The
abutment surfaces in at least one of the one or more sets of
corresponding abutment surfaces are in contact with each
other when the 1nner profile 1s 1n the clamped position. The
surgical clamp jaw defines one or more flexion assistance
volds, wherein at least one of the one or more flexion
assistance voids 1s 1n contact with a gap between one of the
one or more sets of corresponding abutment surfaces.

A surgical clamp 1s also disclosed, having a first surgical
clamp jaw and a second surgical clamp jaw. The first
surgical clamp jaw has a first inner profile and a first
deflection control profile opposite the first inner profile. The
second surgical clamp jaw has a second 1nner profile and a
second deflection control profile opposite the second inner
profile. The surgical clamp also has one or more actuators
configured to create relative movement between the {first
inner profile of the first surgical clamp jaw and the second
inner proiile of the second surgical clamp jaw between an
unclamped position and a clamped position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A 1s a top view of one embodiment of surgical
clamp jaws pivotably held by a housing.

FIG. 1B 1s a side view of the embodied surgical clamp
jaws of FIG. 1.

FIG. 1C 1s an exploded perspective view of the embodied
surgical clamp jaws of FIG. 1.

FIG. 2A illustrates one embodiment of a surgical clamp
having an embodiment of the clamp jaws of FIG. 1 1n an
unclamped position.

FIG. 2B 1illustrates the embodied surgical clamp of FIG.
2A 1n a clamped position.

FIG. 3 1llustrates another embodiment of a surgical clamp
having an embodiment of the clamp jaws of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp having an embodiment of the clamp jaws of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4B 1llustrates an embodiment of the surgical clamp
of FIG. 4A with a spring biasing element.

FIG. 4C illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp having an embodiment of the clamp jaws of FIG. 1,
but with a single pivot axis.

FIG. 4D 1illustrates a further embodiment of a surgical
clamp having an embodiment of a single clamp jaw from
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5A illustrates one embodiment of a surgical clamp
jaw 1n an unclamped position.

FIG. 5B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical
clamp jaw of FIG. 5A, featuring one embodiment of corre-
sponding abutment surfaces and one embodiment of flexion
assistance voids.

FIG. 5C 1illustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. 5A 1n a clamped position featuring a substantially flat
inner profile.

FIG. 6A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw 1n an unclamped position.
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FIG. 6B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical
clamp jaw of FIG. 6A, featuring another embodiment of
corresponding abutment surfaces and one embodiment of
flexion assistance voids.

FIG. 6C illustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of 4
FIG. 6A 1 a clamped position featuring a substantially
concave inner profile.

FIG. 7A illustrates a further embodiment of a surgical

clamp jaw 1n an unclamped position.

FIG. 7B 1illustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. 7A 1n a clamped position featuring a substantially
convex inner profile.

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate other embodiments of surgical
clamp jaws having examples of different flexion assistance
void distribution.

FIGS. 10-12 illustrate further embodiments of surgical
clamp jaws featuring examples of different flexion assis-
tance void shapes.

FIG. 13A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw where the sets of corresponding abutment sur-
faces are not contiguous with the flexion assistance voids.

FIG. 13B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical

clamp jaw of FIG. 13A.

FIG. 14 A illustrates an embodiment of the surgical clamp
jaw of FIG. 5A also having an example of an integral
gripping surface on the nner profile.

FIG. 14B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical
clamp jaw of FIG. 14A.

FIG. 15A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw having interlocking features on corresponding
abutment surfaces.

FIGS. 15B-1 and 15B-2 are enlargements of alternate
embodiments of the interlocking features for a surgical
clamp jaw based on the embodiment of FIG. 15A.

FIG. 16A illustrates a further embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw having interlocking features on corresponding
abutment surfaces.

FIG. 16B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical

clamp jaw of FIG. 16A.

FIG. 17A illustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. SA, 1n an unclamped position, with one embodiment of
a shod.

FIG. 17B 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. 17A 1 a clamped position.

FIG. 18A 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. 5A, in an unclamped position, with another embodi-
ment of a shod.

FI1G. 18B 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw of
FIG. 18A 1 a clamped position.

FI1G. 19 1llustrates an embodiment of a shod for a pair of
surgical clamp jaws.

FIG. 20 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp of FIG. 350
2A with the embodied shod of FIG. 19.

FIGS. 21 and 22 illustrate cross-sectional views of
embodiments of a surgical clamp jaw having a shod,
wherein the surgical clamp jaw has a deflection control
profile defining gaps which are separated by portions of the
shod.

It will be appreciated that for purposes of clanty and
where deemed appropnate, reference numerals have been
repeated 1n the figures to indicate corresponding features,
and that the various elements in the drawings have not
necessarily been drawn to scale 1in order to better show the
features.
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FIG. 1A 1s a top view of one embodiment of surgical
clamp jaws 30, 32 pivotably held by a housing 34. The

4

clamp jaw 30 pivots around pivot point 36, while clamp jaw
32 pivots around pivot point 38. FIGS. 1B and 1C show the
assembly of FIG. 1A 1n side and exploded views, respec-
tively, 1n order to better illustrate the embodiment. The
housing 34 in thus embodiment has a top plate 40 and a
bottom plate 42. In addition to locating the pivot points 36
and 38, the housing plates 40, 42 may also be coupled by one
Oor more supports 44.

Each surgical clamp jaw 30, 32 has an inner profile 46 and
a deflection control profile 48 opposite the imner profile 46.
The detlection control profile 48 may be configured to allow
the iner profile 46 to have one shape when the clamp jaws
30, 32 are 1n an unclamped position and another shape when
the clamp jaws 30, 32 are 1n a clamped position. Various
embodiments of the mnner profile 46 and the deflection
control profile 48 will be discussed later 1n this specification.

Since the surgical clamp jaws 30, 32 each are pivotable
around their respective pivot points 36, 38, cach jaw 30, 32
may be coupled to an actuator 50, 52 configured to rotate the
respective mnner proiile 46 of each surgical clamp jaw 30, 32
around 1ts respective pivot point 36, 38. Some examples of
actuators 50, 52 may include, but are not limited to levers,
arms, gears, pulleys, motors, or any combination or plurality
thereof. Such actuators are well known to those skilled 1n the
art and therefore, the actuators illustrated and discussed
herein are oiten shown as simple arms, such as arms 50, 52,
or the like, for simplicity. It should be understood, however,
that a wide varniety of actuators and their equivalents are
intended to be covered herein.

In the orientation of FIG. 1A, the actuator 50 can be
rotated 1n a clockwise arc around pivot point 36 to move
surgical clamp jaw 30 1n a stmilar direction towards surgical
clamp jaw 32. Likewise, the actuator 52 can be rotated 1n a
counterclockwise arc around pivot point 38 to move surgical
clamp jaw 32 1n a similar direction towards surgical clamp
jaw 30. The clamp jaws 30, 32 can also be moved apart from
cach other by reversing the direction of the actuators.

FIG. 2A 1llustrates one embodiment of a surgical clamp
54 having an embodiment of the clamp jaws 30, 32 of FIG.
1 1n an unclamped position. In this embodiment, the actua-
tors include clamp arms 56, 58 with finger holes 60, 62. The
clamp jaws 30, 32 are illustrated as positioned around a
conduit 64, shown 1n cross-section. Some non-limiting
examples of conduits may include arteries, veins, other
biological vessels, or even medical tubing.

When the clamp actuator arms 56, 38 are brought
together, the conduit 64 receives a first clamping force
nearer to the open end 66 of the clamp 54 and directed
inwards because the mner profile 46 of the clamp jaws 30,
32 is substantially concave in the unclamped position.
Without being tied to one particular theory, unlike conven-
tional surgical clamps, this tends to help prevent the conduit
64 from being pushed out of the clamp 34 as the jaws 30, 32
are brought together. On reversing this action, 1n the process
of unclamping, the concave inner profile 46 can also tend to
help keep the conduit 64 from being pushed prematurely out
of the clamp 54, thereby helping surgeons to have more
control over how quickly or slowly the clamp 1s released.
These benefits, enabled by the deflection control profile 48,
may be helpiul 1n allowing surgeons to avoid profound
hypertension which may result from rapid reperfusion by
having more control over the clamp when used as an aortic
cross clamp.

The deflection control profile 48, as will be discussed 1n
more detail later, allows the inner profile 46 to change shape
between the unclamped position of FIG. 2A and the clamped
position shown i FIG. 2B. In this embodiment, the inner
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profile 46 1s substantially flat in the clamped position, and
cannot be flexed further, thereby helping to indicate when
the clamp has been properly set and to avoid the need to
apply further clamping pressure. Some embodiments of the
clamp 54 may also have interlocking features 68 on the
actuators 36, 38 in order to help hold the clamp 54 1n a
closed position without the need for someone to maintain a
clamping pressure.

The embodiments of a surgical clamp jaw disclosed
herein, and their equivalents, may be used 1n a wide variety
of surgical clamps and 1n a wide variety of configurations.
As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 2A and 2B, the surgical clamp jaws
30, 32 may be used 1n a surgical clamp 54 which has levered
arms 56, 58 directly rotating the clamp jaws 30, 32 around
respective pivot points 36, 38. FIG. 3 illustrates another
embodiment of a surgical clamp 70 having an embodiment
of the clamp jaws 30, 32 which are actuated around respec-
tive pivot points 72, 74 by gears 76, 78. In this embodiment,
gears 76, 78 are driven, respectively, by gears 80, 82 coupled
to arms 84, 86. Geared arrangements may be used to provide
a more comiortable range of motion for the arms 84, 86 than
may be available 1n a direct lever arrangement. As will be
tamiliar to those skilled 1n the art, the gear ratios may also
be adjusted to provide specific mechanical advantage for the
person operating the clamp 70.

The surgical clamp jaws 30, 32 may also be used 1n clamp
embodiments which are more of a clip style clamp (a clamp
which does not have finger holes and which may have
shorter actuator arms), as illustrated the embodiments of
FIGS. 4A-4D. FIG. 4A 1illustrates an embodiment of a
surgical clamp 88 having an embodiment of the clamp jaws
30, 32 of FIG. 1. The features of these clamp jaws 30, 32
have been discussed previously, but 1t 1s worth noting 1n the
embodiment of FIG. 4A that the surgical clamp jaws 30, 32
are pivotable around respective pivot points 36, 38. In this
embodiment, these pivot points 36, 38 do not share a
common pivot axis. Instead, the pivot points 36, 38 are
separated by a pivot separation distance 90. While not
necessary in all embodiments, this separation distance 90
can be used to help keep tissue from being pinched by the
1aws 30, 32 as they are closed. The embodiment of FIG. 4A
also has actuators 92, 94 with ratcheting surfaces 96, 98 for
enabling the clamp 88 to be locked. The ratchet surfaces 96,
98 can also be deflected apart to release the clamp 88.

FIG. 4B illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp 100. This surgical clamp 100 1s similar to the clamp
of FIG. 4A, the features of which have been discussed
previously. The clamp 100 of FIG. 4B, however, also
includes a spring biasing element 102. Depending on the
embodiment, the spring biasing element 102 could be con-
figured to help push the actuator arms 92, 94 apart or pull
them together, thereby enabling the jaws 30, 32 of clamp
100 to be biased open or closed. Spring biasing element 102
1s drawn schematically since there are a wide variety of
springs or spring e¢lements which could be used to for
biasing element 102. Such spring elements are well known
to those skilled in the art.

FIG. 4C 1illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp 104. This surgical clamp 104 1s similar to the clamp
of FIG. 4A, the features of which have been discussed
previously. The clamp 104 of FIG. 4C, however, does not
have a pivot separation distance. Instead, the surgical clamp
jaws 30, 32 of clamp 104 have a common pivot axis 106.
Depending on the embodiment, a common pivot axis 106
can have the advantage of removing the need for a housing.
In one sense, the axle 108 which provides the common pivot
axis 106 can serve a similar function to the housing of
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previous embodiments by tying the surgical clamp jaws 30,
32 together so they can pivot relative to each other.

The embodiment of FIG. 4C also illustrates that the pivot
point 106 may be oflset from the inner profile 46 by an oflset
distance 110 1n order to mitigate any pinching effect which
might be caused by having a single pivot point 106. Such an
offset 110 enables approximation of the benefits of dual
pivot points from previous embodiments. Other embodi-
ments with a single pivot point may not have such an oflset
110.

FIG. 4D illustrates a further embodiment of a surgical
clamp 112. This surgical clamp 112 1s similar to the clamp
of FIG. 4C 1n that 1t has a shared pivot axis 106 and actuators
with ratchet surfaces 96, 98. The embodiment of FIG. 4D
differs, however, 1n that 1t has one surgical clamp jaw 30 as
discussed previously, while the other clamp jaw 114 has a
fixed profile. In this example, the fixed profile clamp jaw 114
has a flat profile, but in other embodiments, the profile for
the fixed profile clamp jaw 114 could have other shapes. In
embodiments with a single surgical clamp jaw 30 which has
an iner profile 46 and a deflection profile 48 opposite the
inner profile 46, the substantially concave shape of the inner
profile 46 1n the unclamped position can still work with the
fixed profile clamp jaw 114 to help contain a conduit being
clamped between the jaws with similar benefits as described
previously.

The deflection control profile 48, opposite the inner
proflle 46, 1s an 1mportant concept for the embodiments
disclosed herein. FIG. SA 1llustrates one embodiment of a
surgical clamp jaw 116 in an unclamped position. The
surgical clamp jaw 116 has an inner profile 118 and a
deflection control profile 120 opposite the mnner profile 118.
Although a portion 122 of the clamp jaw has a straight
profile in this embodiment, when taking into account the
totality of the inner profile 118, the inner profile 118 still has
a substantially concave profile 1n the unclamped position.
The clamp jaw 116 also has a pivot point 124 and an arm 126
which can be used as an actuator or coupled to another
actuator.

In this embodiment, the deflection control profile 120
comprises one or more sets of corresponding abutment
surfaces which are best seen 1n the enlarged view of FIG. 5B.
FIG. 5B shows a first set of corresponding abutment surfaces
128A, 128B and a second set of corresponding abutment
surfaces 130A, 130B. For convenience, only one set of
corresponding abutment surfaces 128A, 128B will be dis-
cussed, however, it should be understood that the other sets
of corresponding abutment surfaces will operate 1n a similar
fashion. In the unclamped position shown in FIG. 3B, the set
of corresponding abutment surfaces 128A, 128B are not
contacting each other. Instead, they are separated by an
abutment separation distance 132. Depending on the
embodiment, the abutment separation distance 132 between
cach set of corresponding abutment surfaces 128A, 128B
may be the same or diflerent. As the surgical clamp jaw 116
1s moved from an unclamped position (shown 1n FIG. 5A)
to a clamped position (shown in FIG. 5C), the nner profile
118 will be able to deflect back towards the deflection
control profile 120 until the abutment surfaces 128 A, 128B
come 1nto contact with each other. A clamping force 134,
from the clamp jaw 116 acting 1n concert with another clamp
jaw (not shown, but discussed previously), acts on the clamp
jaw 116 1n order cause the deflection. The abutment sepa-
ration distance 132 can be established to control the amount
of deflection possible for the inner profile 116. Smaller
abutment separation 132 will enable less deflection, while
larger abutment separation 132 will enable more detlection.
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In this embodiment, the inner profile 118 1s substantially tlat
in the clamped position, as illustrated in FIG. 5C.

In order for the 1nner profile 118 to be able to deflect until
the corresponding abutment surfaces 128A, 128B contact
cach other, some embodiments may include one or more
flexion assistance voids 136. The flexion assistance voids
136 reduce the eflective thickness 138 of the clamp jaw 116
in certain places behind the mner profile 118, thereby
making the mner profile 118 more flexible. In the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 5A-5C, the flexion assistance voids 136 have
a substantially triangular shape, although other embodi-
ments may use other shapes. Also, 1n this embodiment, each
flexion assistance void 136 1s 1n contact with the gap 132
between the set of corresponding abutment surfaces 128 A,
128B. This continuity between the gap 132 and the flexion
assistance void 136 may be desirable from a manufacturing
point of view, but 1t 1s not necessary 1n all embodiments.

FIG. 6A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw 140 in an unclamped position. The surgical clamp
jaw 140 has an iner profile 142 and a deflection control
profile 144 opposite the mnner profile 142. Although a portion
146 of the clamp jaw 140 has a straight profile, 1n this
embodiment, when taking into account the totality of the
inner profile 142, the inner profile 142 has a first substan-
tially concave profile 1n the unclamped position. The clamp
1aw 140 also has a pivot point 148 and an arm 150 which can
be used as an actuator or coupled to another actuator.

As with the previous embodiment, 1n this embodiment,
the detlection control profile 144 comprises one or more sets
of corresponding abutment surfaces which are best seen 1n
the enlarged view of FIG. 6B. FIG. 6B shows a first set of
corresponding abutment surfaces 152A, 152B and a second
set of corresponding abutment surfaces 154A, 154B. For
convenience, only one set of corresponding abutment sur-
faces 152A, 152B will be discussed, however, 1t should be
understood that the other sets of corresponding abutment
surfaces will operate 1n a similar fashion. In the unclamped
position shown i FIG. 6B, the set of corresponding abut-
ment surfaces 152A, 152B are not contacting each other.
Instead, they are separated by an abutment separation dis-
tance 156. The abutment separation distance 156 in the
embodiment of FIGS. 6A-6C 1s smaller than the abutment
separation distance 132 from the embodiment of FIGS.
5A-3C. As a result, by comparison, the embodiment 1llus-
trated 1n FIGS. 6 A-6C is not able to deflect as far. Accord-
ingly, as the surgical clamp jaw 140 1s moved from an
unclamped position (shown i FIG. 6A) to a clamped
position (shown in FIG. 6C), the mner profile 142 will be
able to detlect back towards the deflection control profile
144 until the abutment surfaces 152A, 152B come into
contact with each other, resulting 1n the mnner profile 142
having a second substantially concave profile in the clamped
position of FIG. 6C. While having a concave profile 1n the
clamped position may not be useful for completely occlud-
ing some conduits, the concave clamped profile may allow
a surgeon to partially occlude a conduit. Such a clamp could
be used 1n conjunction with a completely occluding clamp in
order to help avoid sudden pressure changes inside the
conduit. For example, the conduit could be partially
occluded with one clamp and then completely occluded with
a second clamp, each clamp having differing iner profiles
in the clamped position. Near the end of the surgical
procedure, the completely occluding clamp could be
removed first, allowing some fluid to flow through the
partially occluded clamp. This might allow the surgeon to
case the patient’s related biological systems 1nto full use as
the partially occluded clamp would later be released.
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As with the previous embodiment, a clamping force 158,
from the clamp jaw 140 acting 1n concert with another clamp
1aw (not shown, but discussed previously) acts on the clamp
1aw 140 1n order cause the deflection. The clamp jaw 140 1n
this embodiment also has flexion assistance voids 136, the
features of which have been discussed previously.

FIG. 7A illustrates another embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw 160 1in an unclamped position. The surgical clamp
jaw 160 has an inner profile 162 and a detflection control
proiile 164 opposite the inner profile 162. Although a portion
166 of the clamp jaw 140 has a straight profile in this
embodiment, when taking into account the totality of the
inner profile 162, the mner profile 162 has a substantially
concave profile in the unclamped position. The clamp jaw
160 also has a pivot point 168 and an arm 170 which can be
used as an actuator or coupled to another actuator.

As with the previous embodiments, in this embodiment,
the deflection control profile 164 comprises one or more sets
of corresponding abutment surfaces. For convenience, only
one set of corresponding abutment surfaces 172A, 1728 will
be discussed, however 1t should be understood that the other
sets ol corresponding abutment surfaces will operate 1n a
similar fashion. In the unclamped position shown i FIG.
7A, the set of corresponding abutment surfaces 172A, 1728
are not contacting each other. Instead, they are separated by
an abutment separation distance 174. The abutment separa-
tion distance 174 in the embodiment of FIGS. 7A-7B 1s
larger than the abutment separation distance 132 from the
embodiment of FIGS. SA-5C. As a result, by comparison,
the embodiment of FIGS. 7A-7B 1s able to deflect farther.
Accordingly, as the surgical clamp jaw 160 1s moved from
an unclamped position (shown i FIG. 7A) to a clamped
position (shown in FIG. 7B), the mner profile 162 will be
able to detlect back towards the deflection control profile
164 until the abutment surfaces 172A, 172B come into
contact with each other, resulting 1n the mnner profile 162
having a substantially convex profile 1n the clamped position
of FIG. 7B. While having a convex inner profile in the
clamped position would not be useful 1n many situations,
such a clamp might be useful where softer gripping forces
are needed or where the clamp had to be used to hold or
steady an unusually shaped structure. The clamp jaw 160 1n
this embodiment also has flexion assistance voids 136, the
features of which have been discussed previously.

In the embodiments discussed up to this point, the flexion
assistance voids 136 have been located in a section of the
surgical clamp jaws starting near the pivot point and ending
before a straight section at the tip of the clamp. Other
embodiments may have different distributions of flexion
assistance voids. As just two examples, FIGS. 8 and 9
illustrate embodiments of surgical clamp jaws 176 and 178
having examples of different flexion assistance void distri-
bution. In FIG. 8, surgical clamp jaw 176 has flexion
assistance voids 180 which are located near to the tip of the
clamp jaw 176, while the clamp jaw 176 also has a straight
section 182 nearer to the pivot point 184. Even with the
straight section 182, the clamp jaw 176 still has a substan-
tially concave inner profile 186 in the unclamped position
illustrated 1n FIG. 8. The clamp jaw 176 also has a deflection
control profile 188 opposite the inner profile 186. The
features of deflection control profiles have been discussed
previously.

In FIG. 9, surgical clamp jaw 178 has flexion assistance
volds 190 which are distributed continuously between the
pivot point 191 and the tip of the clamp jaw 178. The clamp
jaw 178 has a substantially concave inner profile 192 1n the
unclamped position illustrated 1n FIG. 9. The clamp jaw 178
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also has a detlection control profile 194 opposite the inner
profile 192. The features of deflection control profiles have
been discussed previously.

FIGS. 10-12 illustrate further embodiments of surgical
clamp jaws featuring examples of different flexion assis-
tance void shapes. Up to thus point, the flexion assistance
voids have been 1illustrated as substantially triangular, how-
ever, as has been noted above, the flexion assistance voids
are not limited to one particular shape. For example, as with
the surgical clamp jaw 196 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10, the flexion
assistance voids 198 are substantially rectangular. As
another example, the surgical clamp jaw 200 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 11 has flexion assistance voids 202 which are substan-
tially circular. Depending on the embodiment, the shapes of
flexion assistance voids 1n a given surgical clamp jaw do not
have to be uniform. As just one example, the surgical clamp
1aw 204 illustrated 1n FIG. 12 has substantially triangular
flexion assistance voids 206, a substantially circular flexion
assistance void 208, and diflerently sized substantially rect-
angular assistance voids 210, 212. Other flexion assistance
void shapes may be used 1n other embodiments.

In the embodiments of FIGS. 10-12, each flexion assis-
tance void 1s 1n contact with a gap 214 between a set of
corresponding abutment surfaces. However, depending on
the embodiment, a flexion assistance void does not need to
be 1n contact with a gap between corresponding abutment
surfaces. For example, FIG. 13 A 1llustrates one embodiment
of a surgical clamp jaw 216 1n an unclamped position. The
surgical clamp jaw 216 has an iner profile 218 and a
deflection control profile 220 opposite the inner profile 216.
Although a portion 222 of the clamp jaw 216 has a straight
profile, 1n this embodiment, when taking into account the
totality of the inner profile 218, the mnner profile 218 has a
substantially concave profile in the unclamped position. The
clamp jaw 216 also has a pivot point 224 and an arm 226
which can be used as an actuator or coupled to another
actuator.

In this embodiment, the deflection control profile 220
comprises one or more sets ol corresponding abutment
surfaces which are best seen in the enlarged view of FIG.
13B. FIG. 13B shows a set of corresponding abutment
surfaces 228A, 228B. For convenience, only one set of
corresponding abutment surfaces 228A, 228B will be dis-
cussed, however 1t should be understood that the other sets
of corresponding abutment surfaces will operate 1n a similar
fashion. In the unclamped position shown i FIG. 13B, the
set of corresponding abutment surfaces 228A, 228B are not
contacting each other. Instead, they are separated by an
abutment separation distance 230. Depending on the
embodiment, the abutment separation distance 230 between
cach set of corresponding abutment surfaces 228A, 2288
may be the same or diflerent. As the surgical clamp jaw 216
1s moved from an unclamped position (shown in FIG. 13A)
to a clamped position (not shown), the inner profile 218 will
be able to deflect back towards the detlection control profile
220 until the abutment surfaces 228A, 228B come into
contact with each other. As with previous embodiments, the
abutment separation distance 230 can be established to
control the amount of detlection possible for the inner profile
218. In this embodiment, the surgical clamp jaw 216 also has
flexion assistance voids 232 which are not in contact with
the gap 230 between a set of corresponding abutment
surfaces 228A, 228B. The flexion assistance voids 232 will
still serve to increase the flexibility of the mner profile 218.

Although the mner profiles of the surgical clamp jaws
illustrated to this point have had a smooth surface, other
embodiments may have a rough surface for the inner profile.
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For example, FIG. 14A illustrates one embodiment of a
surgical clamp jaw 234 in an unclamped position. The
surgical clamp jaw 234 has an inner profile 236 and a
deflection control profile 238 opposite the inner profile 236.
In this embodiment, the inner profile 236 1s textured. This
could be usetul, for example, to increase the grip of the inner
profile 236.

Although a portion 240 of the clamp jaw 1s straight 1n this
embodiment, when taking into account the totality of the
inner profile 236, the inner profile 236 still has a substan-
tially concave profile in the unclamped position. FIG. 14B
shows an enlarged view of a portion of the surgical clamp
1aw 234 of FIG. 14A. The remainder of the features of the
surgical clamp jaw 234 are similar to the embodiments
discussed previously and have corresponding element num-
bers.

The advantages of having a surgical clamp jaw with a
concave inner profile in the unclamped position have been
discussed above. These advantages include, but are not
limited to, helping to prevent a conduit from being pushed
out of the clamp as the clamp 1s tightened into a clamped
position and helping to prevent the conduit from popping out
of the clamp too soon as the clamp 1s opened (thereby giving
surgeons more control over the release of the clamp). For
embodiments where the clamp jaws need to be held 1n a
clamped position without the need for a person holding the
clamp shut, various locking elements can be applied to the
clamp jaw actuators to help hold the clamp together. As just
some examples, there are the ratchet features shown on the
arms of the clamps 1n FIGS. 4A-4D, discussed previously. In
some embodiments, however, 1t may be desirable to replace
or supplement the actuator locking features with interlock-
ing features located in one or more sets of corresponding
abutment surfaces of the detlection control profile. As one
example, FIG. 15A illustrates another embodiment of a
surgical clamp jaw 242 having interlocking features (dis-
cussed below) on corresponding abutment surfaces. The
surgical clamp jaw 242 has an inner profile 244 and a
deflection control profile 246 opposite the inner profile 244.
The 1nner profile 244 has a substantially concave profile 1n
the unclamped position. The clamp jaw 242 also has a pivot
point 248 and an arm 250 which can be used as an actuator
or coupled to another actuator.

In this embodiment, the deflection control profile 246
comprises one or more sets ol corresponding abutment
surfaces which are best seen 1n the alternate enlarged views
of FIGS. 15B-1 and 15B-2. The features of corresponding
abutment surfaces have been discussed previously. There-
fore, for convenience, only one set of corresponding abut-
ment surfaces 252A, 252B will be discussed. It should be
understood, however, that the other sets of corresponding
abutment surfaces will operate 1n a similar fashion. In the
embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 15B-1 and 15B-2, the first
abutment surface 252A has a first mnterlocking feature 254 A,
while the second abutment surface 2352B has a second
interlocking feature 254B. In the embodiment of FIG. 15B-1
the first and second 1nterlocking features 254 A, 254B are not
in contact with each other when the inner profile 244 1s 1n an
unclamped position. In the alternate embodiment of FIG.
15B-2, the first and second interlocking features 254 A, 2548
are contacting each other when the inner profile 244 1s 1n an
unclamped position. In either case, 1n the unclamped posi-
tion, the abutment surfaces 2352A, 2528 are still separated
and the first and second interlocking features are not inter-
locked.

As the surgical clamp jaw 242 1s moved from an
unclamped position (shown i FIG. 15A) to a clamped
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position (not shown), the mner profile 244 will be able to
deflect back towards the deflection control profile 246 until
the abutment surfaces 252A, 252B come 1nto contact with
cach other. As the corresponding abutment surfaces 252A,
252B come together, the corresponding interlocking features
254 A, 2548 will also be forced together mto an interlocking
arrangement. This can help to offset the tendency of the
inner profile 244 to want to return to a concave position,
which may be desirable 1n some situations.

FIG. 16A illustrates a further embodiment of a surgical
clamp jaw 256 having a different arrangement of interlock-
ing features 238A, 258B on corresponding abutment sur-
faces 260A, 260B. These features are best seen in the
enlarged view of FIG. 16B which highlights a portion of the
surgical clamp jaw 256 of FIG. 16A. The interlocking
features 258A, 258B 1n this embodiment are oriented
approximately ninety degrees from the interlocking features
254 A, 2548 of the previous embodiment. After seeing these
examples, those skilled in the art will appreciate that other
types of interlocking features in corresponding abutment
surfaces are possible.

Up to this point, the surgical clamp jaw embodiments
have been discussed and shown as 11 the iner profile of the
clamp jaw would be 1n direct contact with any tissue that 1t
1s clamping. While such embodiments are very usetul, 1t
may also be advantageous to provide a shod (in this case a
covering) for at least a portion of the clamp jaw. As one
example, FIG. 17A 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp
jaw 116 of FIG. 5A (previously discussed), in an unclamped
position, with one embodiment of a shod 262. The shod 262
has an opening 264 on a {irst end where the clamp jaw 116
may be inserted. In this embodiment, the opposite end 266
of the shod 262 1s closed. FIG. 17B illustrates the embodied
surgical clamp jaw 116 of FIG. 17A 1n a clamped position.
The shod 262 1s preferably flexible enough to move with the
inner profile 118 as it changes shape moving from the
unclamped position to the clamped position. The shod 26
(and all shod embodiments to be discussed herein) may be
made from a wide variety of materials, including, but not
limited to plastics, rubber, silicone, polymers, thermoplas-
tics, resins, fabric, cotton, and fibers.

FIG. 18 A 1illustrates the embodied surgical clamp jaw 116
of FIG. 5A (previously discussed), in an unclamped posi-
tion, with another embodiment of a shod 268. The shod 268
has a first opening 270 on a first end where the clamp jaw
116 may be inserted. In this embodiment, the shod 268 also
has a second opening 272 1n a second end. In some embodi-
ments, the second opening 272 may be a by-product of the
tact that the shod could be manufactured from tubing that is
cut to a particular length. In other embodiments, the second
opening 272 may be specifically molded or formed. The
second opening 272 can have the advantage of making the
shod 268 easer to put on the surgical clamp jaw 116 since air
cannot be caught and/or compressed into a closed end of the
shod 268. FIG. 18B 1illustrates the embodied surgical clamp
jaw 116 of FIG. 18A 1n a clamped position. The shod 268 1s
preferably tlexible enough to move with the inner profile 118
as 1t changes shape moving from the unclamped position to
the clamped position.

Although clamp jaw shods have been discussed and
shown to this point as being configured to {it a single clamp
1aw, 1n other embodiments, a shod could be formed to cover
more than one surgical clamp jaw. For example, FIG. 19
illustrates an embodiment of a shod 274 for a pair of surgical
clamp jaws (not shown 1n this figure). Shod 274 has a first
set of openmings 276 A, 276B (not visible from this angle) on
a first end and a second set of openings 278A, 2788 on a
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second end. FIG. 20 1llustrates the embodied surgical clamp
54 of FIG. 2A with the embodied shod 274 of FIG. 19,
showing that the shod 274 1s able to flex with the surgical
clamp jaws. The shod 274 may include a notch 280 which
can be pulled over a corresponding feature 282 on the clamp
54 1n order to help anchor the shod 274 in place. The shod
274 may also include a tab 284 to make 1t easier to install
and remove the notch 280 from the corresponding feature
282 on the clamp 34.

At the beginning of this specification, one embodiment of
a surgical clamp jaw was described as having an inner
profile and a deflection control profile opposite the inner
profile. In the ensuing embodiments discussed up to this
point, the detlection control profile included one or more sets
ol corresponding abutment surfaces which are not 1n contact
with each other when the inner profile 1s 1n an unclamped
position, but are in contact with each other when the inner
profile 1s 1n a clamped position. Other embodiments of a
deflection control profile are possible, however. For
example, FIG. 21 1illustrates a cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of a surgical clamp jaw 286 having a shod 288,
wherein the surgical clamp jaw 286 has a deflection control
profile 290 defining gaps 292 which are separated by por-
tions ol the shod 288. The clamp jaw 286 also has a
substantially concave mner profile 294 opposite the detlec-
tion control profile 290. As the mner profile 294 1s caused to
deflect back towards the deflection control profile 290, the
shod 288 material in the gaps 292 will be compressed. At
some point, depending on the properties of the shod 288
material, the material 1n the gaps 292 will not compress
further under normal clamping forces, and the 1nner profile
will have a second profile shape in the clamped position. In
this case, a shod 288 material may be chosen to compress in
such a way that this second profile shape (not shown here)
1s substantially concave, substantially flat, or substantially
convex.

In some embodiments, the properties which might make
for a good shod maternial (in terms of gripping ability, for
example) might not make for a desired compression prop-
erty in the gaps defined by the deflection control profile. In
such a situation, the shod could include more than one
matenal. For example, FIG. 22 illustrates a cross-sectional
view ol an embodiment of a surgical clamp jaw 296 having
a shod 298 with a first material 300 at least over a portion
of the mmner profile 302. The shod 298 also has a second
material 304 separating the gaps defined by the deformation
control profile 306. Alternatively, this second material 304
could be separate from the first material 300 and therefore
not part of the shod 298. The second material 304 may be
selected for its compression properties independently of the
properties of the first material 300. The mner profile 302 1s
substantially concave in the unclamped position illustrated
in FIG. 22. As the mner profile 302 1s caused to detlect back
towards the detlection control profile 306, the second mate-
rial 304 1in the gaps of the detlection control profile 306 will
be compressed. At some point, depending on the properties
of the second material 304, the second material 304 will not
compress further under normal clamping forces, and the
inner profile 302 will have a second profile shape in the
clamped position. In this case, the second material 304 may
be chosen to compress 1n such a way that this second profile
shape (not shown here) 1s substantially concave, substan-
tially flat, or substantially convex.

Various advantages of a surgical clamp and clamp jaw
have been discussed above. Embodiments discussed herein
have been described by way of example 1n this specification.
It will be apparent to those skilled 1n the art that the forgoing
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detailed disclosure 1s intended to be presented by way of
example only, and 1s not limiting. Various alterations,
improvements, and modifications will occur and are
intended to those skilled in the art, though not expressly
stated herein. These alterations, improvements, and modifi-
cations are intended to be suggested hereby, and are within
the spirit and the scope of the claimed invention. Addition-
ally, the recited order of processing elements or sequences,
or the use of numbers, letters, or other designations there-
fore, 1s not intended to limait the claims to any order, except
as may be specified in the claims. Accordingly, the invention
1s limited only by the following claims and equivalents
thereto.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A surgical device, comprising:
a first clamp jaw;
a second clamp jaw rotatably coupled to the first clamp
jaw such that the first clamp jaw and the second clamp
jaw pivot between a first unclamped position and a
second clamped position, the second clamp jaw com-
prising:
an 1nner profile; and
a deflection control profile opposite the inner profile,
wherein the detlection control profile comprises a first
abutment surface formed 1n the second clamp jaw and
a second abutment surface formed 1n the second clamp
jaw.
wherein 1n the first unclamped position, the first abutment
surface 1s disposed remote from the second abutment
surface, and wherein 1n the second clamped position,
all or a portion of the first abutment surface contacts all
or a portion of the second abutment surface, and
in the first unclamped position, the mner profile of the
second clamp jaw has a first shape and 1n the second
clamped position, the inner profile of the second clamp
jaw has a second shape that 1s substantially linear.
2. The surgical device of claim 1, the second clamp jaw
turther comprising a tlexion assistance void formed in the
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second clamp jaw, wherein the flexion assistance void 1s
defined by one or more surfaces.

3. The surgical device of claim 2, wherein a first portion
of the one or more surfaces defining the flexion assistance
vold 1s 1n contact with or adjacent to a portion of a surface
at least partially defimng the first abutment surface.

4. The surgical device of claim 3, wherein a second
portion of the one or more surfaces defining the flexion
assistance void 1s 1n contact with or adjacent to a portion of
a surface at least partially defiming the second abutment
surtace.

5. The surgical device of claim 4, wherein a first planar
surface at least partially defines the first abutment surface
and a second planar surface at least partially defines the
second abutment surface, wherein in the first unclamped
position, the first planar surface and the second planar
surface cooperate to define a slot formed 1n the second clamp
1aw.

6. The surgical device of claim 2, wherein the flexion
assistance void 1s defined by a plurality of surfaces, and the
plurality of surfaces cooperate to form a substantially trian-
gular shape.

7. The surgical device of claim 1, wherein the inner profile
comprises a smooth surface.

8. The surgical device of claim 1, the second clamp jaw
further comprising a plurality of flexion assistance voids
formed 1n the second clamp jaw, and wherein each of the
plurality of flexion assistance voids 1s defined by one or
more surfaces.

9. The surgical device of claim 1, wherein the first
abutment surface and the second abutment surface define a
first set of abutment surfaces formed in the second clamp

jaw, and the deflection control profile comprises at least a
second set of abutment surfaces and a third set of abutment
surfaces.
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