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a position where the outlet of the container 1s open to a
position where the outlet of the container 1s closed, being
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the atmospheric pressure. The invention further relates to a
multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing,
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MULTI-SERVING PRODUCT DISPENSER
SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a National Stage of Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/EP2020/053663, filed on Feb.
12, 2020, which claims priority to European Patent Appli-
cation No. 19156921.9, filed on Feb. 13, 2019, the entire
contents of which are being incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to a multi-serving prod-
uct dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product,
such as collee powder, a soluble product, tea leaves, collee
beans, or the like. The mvention further relates to a tight
product container and to a method for dispensing a product
from such a container one or a plurality of times.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Dispensing systems, particularly those used to dispense
certain amounts of coflee, such as coflee beans, typically
comprise a contaimner (called coflee bean hopper) where
these beans are stored, being then dispensed in one or a
plurality of servings of certain quantities. The beans are in
contact with air, aflecting both the aroma and the organo-
leptic characteristics of these. The o1l 1n the coflee goes
rancid and alters the composition of the volatile constituents
of the aroma of cofiee.

Besides, the absorption of moisture also promotes the
development of microorganisms, particularly when the cot-
tee dispenser 1s left mactive for long periods. The coflee
obtained from these beans 1s therefore of a much lower
quality, freshness and aroma than the one obtained from
well-preserved coflee beans. It becomes therefore of pri-
mary importance that the beans in the container are kept
preserved at optimal storage conditions, both for humidity
and oxvygen.

Document EP 2848168 Al 1n the prior art describes a
device for dispensing espresso coilee starting from cotlee
beans stored in a container which 1s preserved at vacuum, so
a low moisture level 1s maintained and almost no oxygen 1s
present in the container. In order to guarantee this, the device
comprises a vacuum pump so to create vacuum 1n the
container when the pressure 1side of 1t 1s below a certain
level. However, a pump adds complexity to the device, and
the device 1s more costly and bulky, so 1t 1s therefore less
convenient.

Another document in the prior art 1s U.S. Pat. No.
5,542,583 A disclosing a system and a method for storing
collee beans 1n a vacuum environment and dispensing them
into an external environment at atmospheric pressure. This
system also needs a vacuum pump or pressurizing pump in
order to keep the collee beans at vacuum so they are
correctly preserved 1n a correct atmosphere. The resulting
system 1s therefore complex, costly and bulky.

The aim of the present invention 1s therefore to provide a
multiserving product dispenser allowing product storage at
controlled atmosphere without oxidation, also keeping the
same controlled atmosphere conditions during the product
dosing procedure. The present mvention also solves the
drawbacks of the prior art providing a dispenser that 1s more
compact, lighter and less complex than that in the known
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prior art solutions. The system of the present invention
prevents or limits the deterioration over time of the charac-
teristics and the aroma of the product stored 1n 1t, while also
avoids additional costs with respect to prior art solutions.

The present invention aims at overcoming the limitations
mentioned 1n the existing dispensing systems. The invention
also aims at other objects and particularly the solution of
other problems as will appear in the rest of the present
description.

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect, the invention refers to a
product container for multiple dosing of a food product
comprising an mner volume with a food product, this inner
volume being pressurized with nitrogen gas: the product
container comprises a rotatable outlet element able to move
from a position where the outlet of the container 1s open to
a position where the outlet of the container 1s closed, being
able to open and close the volume of the container under
pressure. According to the invention, the pressure inside the
container 1s higher than the atmospheric pressure.

In the product container according to the invention, the
initial headspace typically determines the initial pressure 1n
the container volume. Preferably, the mnitial headspace and
the 1nitial container pressure determine the number of doses
allowed by the product container of the invention.

Typically, the initial headspace in the container of the
invention 1s comprised between one-third and one-half of
the total volume of the container. Preferably, the initial
pressure 1n the container (1) 1s comprised between 2 and 3.5
atm.

The product container according to the present invention
preferably comprises an oxygen and humidity barrier mate-
rial preventing oxidation of the food product 1n its inner
volume.

According to a second aspect, the invention relates to a
multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing,
ol a food product, the system comprising a product container
as the one disclosed and a dosing mechanism: the container
1s connectable to the dosing mechanism by means of the
rotatable outlet element 1n a tight manner and the dosing
mechanism comprises a moveable element which movement
1s sequential with that of the rotatable outlet element such
that the product can be stored, and can be dispensed 1nto a
dosing chamber 1n the dosing mechanism, keeping the inner
volume of the container at a pressure higher than the
atmospheric pressure.

Preferably, the moveable element in the multi-serving
product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food
product according to the mnvention is a linear piston. Accord-
ing to a different embodiment, the moveable element 1s a
pivotable piston. Yet according to another embodiment, the
rotatable outlet element 1s a rotatable valve, and the con-
tainer can comprise an inner spring which movement 1s
linked to the movement of the valve.

Typically, in the multi-serving product dispenser system
for multiple dosing of a food product according to the
invention, the rotatable outlet element 1s a spherical ball
valve, further comprising a mixing blade rotating jointly
with the ball valve.

Preferably, the container of the invention 1s attached to the
dosing mechanism either by screwing or by clamping.

Typically, in the multi-serving product dispenser system
for multiple dosing of a food product according to the
invention, the dosing mechanism further comprises an air
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channel that can be opened or closed allowing the evacua-
tion of air when in the open position.

Preferably, 1in the multi-serving product dispenser system
of the invention, the dosing mechamism further comprises a
secondary air channel to facilitate the emptying of the
product from the dosing chamber.
Typically, 1n the multi-serving product dispenser system
for multiple dosing of a food product according to the
invention, the dosing mechanism comprises an axis con-
nectable to the rotatable outlet element to move 1t from a
position where the outlet of the contamner 1s open to a
position where the outlet of the container 1s closed.
Preferably, the volume in the dosing chamber in the
multi-serving product dispenser system of the invention
defines the volumetric dose of product to be delivered by the
system.
According to a third aspect, the invention further relates
to a method for dispensing a food product one or a plurality
of times using a multi-serving dispenser system as the one
disclosed, the method comprising the steps of:
connecting a product container 1n a tight manner to a
dosing mechanism, the container being 1n a first closed
position defined by the rotatable outlet element;

opening the product container by changing the position of
the rotatable outlet element;

dosing a certain quantity of food product by moving the

moveable element to create a dosing chamber 1n the
dosing mechanism, keeping the inner volume and the
volume of the dosing chamber at a pressure higher than
the atmospheric pressure;

reclosing the product container by changing the position

of the rotatable outlet element, while the volume of the
dosing chamber remains at a pressure higher than the
atmospheric pressure;

moving the moveable element so the product delivered

into the dosing chamber 1s put at atmospheric pressure
and 1s later delivered.

Preferably, in the method of the invention, when the
product into the dosing chamber 1s put at atmospheric
pressure, air enters into this dosing chamber through a
second air channel to help delivering of the food product.

Typically, 1n the method for dispensing a food product one
or a plurality of times according to the present invention, at
the end of the process, the moveable element goes back to
its 1mitial position and air 1n the dosing chamber 1s pushed
out through an air evacuation tube.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features, advantages and objects of the present
invention will become apparent for a skilled person when
reading the following detailed description of embodiments
of the present invention, when taken 1n conjunction with the
figures of the enclosed drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a cut view of the product container accord-
ing to a first embodiment used 1n a multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows an overview of the product container
according to a first embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, used 1n
a multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing
of a food product according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a general view of the dosing mechanism
used 1 a multi-serving product dispenser system for mul-
tiple dosing of a food product according to the present
invention, where the product container will be connected to
the dosing mechanism by screwing.
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FIG. 4 shows a general view of the complete multi-
serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a
food product according to the present invention, comprising
a product container and a dosing mechanism.

FIG. 5 shows a detailed cut view of the container docking,
for connection of the product container to the dosing mecha-
nism, 1n a multi-serving product dispenser system for mul-
tiple dosing of a food product according to the present
invention, the product container will be connected to the
dosing mechanism by screwing.

FIG. 6 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, before the axis of the
dispensing motor 1s connected to the product container.

FIG. 7 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present imvention, once the axis of the
dispensing motor has connected to the product container.

FIG. 8 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, when the dispensing ball
valve has rotated and the product container 1s open.

FIG. 9 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, when a certain quantity
ol product has gonne 1nto the dosing cylinder, for delivery.

FIG. 10 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, after the position 1n FIG.
9, when a certain quantity of product has gonne into the
dosing cylinder and the dispensing ball valve has reclosed.

FIG. 11 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, after the position 1n FIG.
10, when the product from the dosing cylinder goes into the
product delivery tube.

FIG. 12 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, after the position in FIG.
11, when the dosing cylinder has gone up 1n order to remove
the air from the piston chamber.

FIG. 13 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, after the position 1n FIG.
12, when the dosing cylinder has gone up to the initial
position shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 14 shows a cut view of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to the present invention, after the position 1n FIG.
13, when the axis of the dispensing motor has been discon-
nected from the product container, and so the product
container can be removed from the dosing mechanism, 11 so
desired.

FIG. 15 shows a detailed cut view of the container
docking for connection of the product container to the
dosing mechanism, 1 a multi-serving product dispenser
system for multiple dosing of a food product according to
the present invention, after the container has been removed
from the dosing mechanism.

FIG. 16 shows a cut view of the product container
according to a second embodiment used 1 a multi-serving
product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food
product according to the present invention.

FIG. 17 shows a cut view of the product container
according to a second embodiment used 1 a multi-serving
product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food
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product according to the present invention in a different
position as the one shown 1n FIG. 16.

FIG. 18 shows a cut view of the product container
according to a second embodiment used 1n a multi-serving
product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food
product according to the present invention 1n still a different
position as the one shown 1n FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 shows in detail the configuration of the rotating
clement i the product container according to a second
embodiment used 1n a multi-serving product dispenser sys-
tem for multiple dosing of a food product according to the
present mvention.

FIG. 20 shows the connection of the product container to
the dosing mechanism, 1n a multi-serving product dispenser
system for multiple dosing of a food product according to
the present invention, according to a different embodiment,
where the product container will be fixed by clamps to the
dosing mechanism.

FIG. 21 shows a further detail of the connection of the
product container to the dosing mechamsm, 1 a multi-
serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a
tood product according to the present invention, as shown 1n
FIG. 20, where the product container 1s fixed by clamps to
the dosing mechanism.

FIG. 22 shows 1n section view the fixation by clamps of
the product container to the dosing mechanism, 1n a multi-
serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a
food product according to the present invention.

FIG. 23 shows a detail of the fixation by clamps of the
product container to the dosing mechamsm, 1 a multi-
serving product dispenser system for multiple dosing of a
food product according to the present invention.

FI1G. 24 shows a table with the values of nitrogen pressure
in the headspace volume of a product container according to
the present invention, showing how the headpace pressure
changes with the dosings made: two exemplary containers
are shown, with different imitial headspace volumes, difler-
ent 1n1tial nitrogen pressure and therefore allowing different
number of dosing.

FIG. 25a shows an exemplary initial product container
according to the invention, having an initial headspace
volume of one third of the total container volume, where the
initial nitrogen pressure 1s of 3.3 atm.

FIG. 256 shows an exemplary iitial product container
according to the invention, having an imtial headspace
volume of one half of the total container volume, where the
initial nitrogen pressure 1s of 2 atm.

FIG. 26 shows a graph with the vanation of nitrogen
pressure 1n the headspace volume worth respect to the
number of dosing being made, for the product containers
according to FIGS. 25q and 255b.

FIGS. 27a-c show cut views of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to a different embodiment of the present inven-
tion, showing the container closed (FI1G. 275) and the open
(FI1G. 27¢).

FIGS. 28a-c show cut views of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to a different embodiment of the present mnven-
tion, showing the container open and the product starting
being delivered (FIG. 285) and the container closed again
with a dose delivered (FIG. 28¢).

FIGS. 29a-c show cut views of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to a different embodiment of the present inven-
tion, showing the container closed and the dosing chamber
with a bigger volume so as to lower its internal pressure
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6

(FIG. 29b) and the container closed and the piston 1n its final
course before opening (FIG. 29c¢).

FIGS. 30a-b show cut views of the multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product
according to a different embodiment of the present inven-
tion, showing the position where the piston tilts and opens
for dispensing the product in the dosing chamber.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The invention 1s directed to a multi-serving product
dispenser system for multiple dosing of a food product: the
food product can be different, and 1t can be for example
powder collee, a soluble product, tea leaves, collee beans, or
the like; typically, the food product will be sensitive to
oxygen and humidity. The product in the dispenser system of
the mvention will typically be a food product which 1s
sensitive to oxygen and to humidity, so 1t has to be preserved
in controlled atmosphere conditions. The system of the
invention will store the product in the container completely
isolated from oxygen at any time, during storage and also
during dispensing of the product: therefore, the same fresh-
ness as 1n single portioned products can be guaranteed.
Furthermore, packaging waste 1s strongly reduced with the
system of the invention as the containers serve to multiple
dispensings and are designed to be refilled 1n shops or
factories. Finally, the same ease of use 1s guaranteed as for
capsule systems, as the user connects the product container
to the dosing mechanism as easily as a capsule, as it will be
further explained: instead of ejecting the used capsule, the
user puts back the container into a storage place, where there
are for example multiple containers, each one comprising a
different food product. Such a concept allows multiple
product containers that can easily be exchanged on the same
dosing mechamism, depending on the desired food product.
The dosing done by the system of the invention 1s a
volumetric dosing.

The multi-serving product dispenser system of the mnven-
tion comprises a product container 1 and a dosing mecha-
nism 50, to which the container 1 1s connected for the
dispensing of the product.

The product container 1 according to the present imven-
tion comprises the food product flushed with nitrogen as
inert gas, such that the container 1s maintained pressurized
at every time, not only during storage but also during
dispensing of the product from 1t. The container comprises
an oxygen and humidity barrier packaging material in order
to prevent the food product 1nside of 1t to oxidize or cake.
The aim of the invention 1s to increase the size of the
container i order to have a multitude of servings from the
same container, without bringing the stored product into
contact with oxygen during the dispensing process of any of
the portions dispensed. Another goal 1s to assure a certain
simplicity of the dispensing device, without adding addi-
tional supplies of nitrogen gas.

The product container 1 1n the system of the invention 1s
pressurized with nitrogen gas: each time a product or dose
1s dispensed from 1t, the nitrogen gas occupying the head-
space of the container expands to the volume released by the
dispensed product dose, and no oxygen can go into the
container 1. The 1mitial pressure of the nitrogen gas in the
headspace of the container 1s calculated 1n such a way that,
even after the last food product or last dose being dispensed
out of the container, there 1s still a positive pressure difler-
ence with the outside pressure, ensuring that no oxygen gets
into the container.
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According to a first embodiment of the invention (shown
in FIGS. 1-15) the product container 1 1n the system of the
invention 1s a gas tight container having a tight closing under
pressure with a dispensing ball valve 7 allowing the dis-
pensing of the product. This configuration allows the open-
ing of the container and the dispensing of the product
(product dose) into a dosing chamber 70 by just rotating the
dispensing ball valve 7. The doses provided by the system of
the mvention are volumetric doses. The dosing chamber 70
works as a kind of bufler volume in the system of the present
invention, allowing the product dose exiting the container
remaining under pressure (no oxygen can enter this volume)
in this volume, which can be considered like an extended
total volume of the inner volume 3 of the container 1: once
the dispensing ball valve 7 has reclosed, this bufiler volume
or dosing chamber 70 volume can be put at atmospheric
pressure before the dose 1s finally delivered. Once the
container 1 1s closed again, the container 1s tight against
outside air, keeping therefore the remaiming product 1n 1t
fresh. Thus, the main goal of the invention 1s achieved, by
allowing both product storage and product dispensing in
controlled atmosphere, without any oxidation.

As described, the multi-serving product dispenser system
of the invention comprises a product contamner 1 and a
dosing mechanism 50, as represented 1n FIG. 4. The product
container 1 1s tightly connectable to a dosing mechanism 50,
the whole system (container and mechanism) being then
connectable to a beverage preparation machine delivering a
final beverage. The product container 1 comprises multiple
product doses: the product 1s pressurized with an inert gas,
typically nitrogen, and comprises a dispensing mechanism
(dispensing ball valve 7 according to a first embodiment of
the mvention) able to dispense the required product dose
into the dosing mechanism 50 preventing any oxidation
during the dispensing. The dosing mechanism 50 allows
dosing of the correct product weight out of the product
container 1, keeping the product 1n a controlled atmosphere
and prevented from any contact with oxygen during open-
ing, product dispensing and closing of the container. The
system of the imnvention is connectable to a beverage prepa-
ration machine collecting the dosed amount of product from
the dosing mechanism 30 and transforming it into a final
beverage (typically by brewing or the like).

Looking at FIG. 1, a product container 1 according to a
first embodiment of the ivention 1s represented: the mner
volume 3 of the container 1 1s pressurized with an inert gas,
typically N,. The container 1 comprises a dispensing mecha-
nism configured as a dispensing ball valve 7: this valve 7 1s
able to rotate from a closed position where no product can
be removed from the mner volume 3, to an open position
where the product can be delivered into a dosing chamber
70. Typically, the product container 1 1s filled and pressur-
1zed with N, through the dispensing ball valve 7 being open,
in the factory or at a shop refilling station (the containers of
the invention are configured to be reusable, so when the
product inside of them has been fully delivered, they can be
refilled with product 1n shops where refilling stations will be
provided). Once the container has been filled for the first
time or refilled, the valve 7 closes to a close position
(typically by rotation of it of 90° from an open position) and
the container 1 1s ready for shipping or storing, as shown in
FIG. 1 or in FIG. 2. As represented 1n FIG. 1, the ball valve
7 1s comprised in a technical cap 4, which 1s part of the
product container 1. The ball valve 7 1s rotatable actuated by
an axis connecting in an interface for rotation 3, so changing
from open to close positions. To allow a better dispensing of
the product in the inner volume 3, the container 1 can
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optionally further comprise an inner spring 10, which 1s
actuated by the rotation of the ball valve 7 via a gear wheel
8 and a rotatable spring support 9.

FIG. 2 shows an external view of the product container 1,
comprising a technical cap 4 with the ball valve 7 inside, and
also showing the interface for rotation 5, where an axis will
connect 1 order to rotate the ball valve 7 and the spring 10
together with 1t for an easier dispensing of the product.

The dosing mechamism 50 1s represented i FIG. 3.
According to a possible embodiment of the system, the
container 1 1s tightly connected to the mechanism 50 by
screwing. The dosing mechanism 50 comprises a chassis 13,
and also a container docking element 14 and a container
locking 15 1n order to properly fix the container 1. As further
shown i FIG. 3, the dosing mechanism 50 comprises a
dispensing motor 17 driving an axis 16 connecting to the
interface for rotation 5 in the container 1 and so actuate the
ball valve 7 (and optionally also the inner spring 10). The
dosing mechanism 50 also comprises a dosing cylinder 18
actuated by a delivery motor 19. The product 1s delivered to
a beverage preparation machine through a product delivery
tube 20.

FIG. 4 shows a complete overview of the system of the
invention, with the product container 1 tightly connected to
the dosing mechanism 50. According to a possible embodi-
ment of the invention, the product container 1 1s screwed to
the dispensing mechamism 50, as shown 1 FIGS. 3 and 4,
thus providing a tight connection of the said container 1.

Looking at FIG. 5, the part of the dosing mechanism 50
connecting to the product container 1 1s shown 1n further
detail, with a cut view: the container 1 will connect 1n a
corresponding container docking 14 and the axis 16 will
then connect to the container 1 through the interface for
rotation 5, and will thus rotate the dispensing ball valve 7 as
required. A piston 23 1s moved thanks to a piston screw 23,
all provided 1n the dosing mechanism 30. The piston 23 can
move 1n a tight manner thanks to a piston seal 24. A guide
clement 22 1s further provided: it allows the gmidance of the
movement of the piston 23 and it further allows a rotation of
this piston 23 of 180° 1n order to help the product fall out of
the piston 23. Furthermore, the dosing mechanism 50 1s also
provided with an air evacuation tube 27 1n order to evacuate
the remaining oxygen once the piston 23 1s moving back to
its 1nitial position: a second air channel 28 1n order to help
the emptying of the piston 23 1 open position 1s also
comprised in the dosing mechanism 50. FIG. 15 shows a
similar representation than that of FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 shows a cut view representative of the product
container 1 connected to the dosing mechanism 50 (piston
part). In this Figure it can also be seen that the tightness of
the connection of the container 1 to the dosing mechanism
1s remnforced by a tightness seal 21. The system of the
invention comprises a dispensing part (product container 1)
where the product 1n the inner volume 3 of the container 1
will be dispensed to the dosing mechanism 50, and a
delivery part (piston 23) where the product coming from the
container 1 will be sent through a product delivery tube 20
towards a beverage preparation machine.

FIG. 7 shows a cut view of the connection of the product
container 1 to the dosing mechanism in an 1nitial position,
where the dispensing ball valve 7 1s closed, also showing the
connection of the axis 16 into the mterface for rotation S 1n
the container 1. In the configuration shown in FI1G. 7, the air
evacuation tube 27 1s closed.

The operation and way of working of the system of the
invention will be described 1n what follows now, making

reterence to FIGS. 7-14.
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The 1mitial position of a connected product container 1 to
a dispensing device 30 1s represented 1n FIG. 7: the dispens-
mg ball valve 7 1s in a closed position and allows no
dispensing of product from 1its inner volume 3. In this Figure,
the pressurized product container 1 1s connected to the
dosing mechanism 50: the piston 23 in the dosing mecha-
nism 30 1s 1 closed position, and there 1s a zero gap between
the dispensing ball valve 7 and the piston 23.

Once a certain quantity of product (dose) from the con-
tainer 1 1s desired, the dispensing ball valve 7 1s first rotated
180° (by the actuation of the axis 16) to an open position that
would allow the product 1nside to go out of the inner volume
3, as represented 1n FIG. 8.

Once a certain dose of product (certain quantity) has been
selected, after the ball valve 7 has rotated to the open
position in FIG. 8, the piston 23 moves down (thanks to the
piston screw 25) 1n order to free a certain volume 1n the so
called dosing chamber 70. Therefore, once the piston 23 has
moved down, the required dose of product to be later
delivered fills the volume of the dosing chamber 70. Accord-
ing to a preferred embodiment, the rotation of the valve 7 1s
linked with the rotation of the inner spring 10 1n the 1mner
volume 3 of the container 1: the rotation of the spring 10
occurs thanks to the gear wheel 8 and the spring support 9.
This rotating spring 10 allows a better dispensing of the
product into the dosing chamber 70. Thanks to the over-
pressure of the product container 1 and the tight connection
of the container to the dosing mechanism 50 by the tightness
seal 21, the inner volume 3 of the container and also the
dosing chamber 70 (now making a unique bigger chamber)
remain in a controlled pressurized N, atmosphere, keeping
oxygen out. During the moving of the piston 23 down, the
air evacuation tube 27 remains closed.

Once the required product dose 1s dispensed into the
dosing chamber 70, the dispensing ball valve 7 rotates again
180° and gets to a closed position, as represented 1n FI1G. 10.
The air evacuation tube 27 1s still closed and so the product
in the dosing chamber 70 1s under pressure (N,).

The following step is represented in FIG. 11: the piston 23
continues to move down, thanks to the piston screw 25: as
the dosing chamber 70 1s opened to the product delivery tube
20, the product in the chamber 70 goes under atmospheric
pressure and 1s delivered via the tube 20 to the beverage
preparation machine (it 1s only at this moment that the
product goes 1nto contact with oxygen). The piston 23 1s
turned 180° thanks to the piston guide element 22, as shown
in FIG. 11, 1n order to help the product fall into the tube 20.
Also, air 1s blown through a second air channel 28 to help
product emptying (from the dosing chamber 70 into the
delivery tube 20).

In the next step, as shown 1n FIG. 12, once the product has
been delivered out through the product delivery tube 20, the
piston 23 starts to move back to its original position, and the
remaining air in the dosing chamber 70 1s pushed out into the
atmosphere through the air evacuation tube 27: when the
product has been delivered and the piston moves back to its
position, the air evacuation tube 27 1s opened by actuation
of a valve (not shown). FIG. 13 then shows the piston 23,
which has moved back to its original position: the valve
acting on the air evacuation tube 27 closes this tube and so
the system 1s then ready for a delivery of the next dose, as
this next dosing has to be done at controlled pressure, once
again. As 1t will be further explained with more detail, the
pressure in the product container 1 initially (imitial status
with no dosing made) 1s calculated in such a way that a
positive pressure inside 1s always maintained during the
emptying of the container (i.e. throughout the whole dosing
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cycles). After a dosing of product has been made, the
product container 1 can stay plugged or attached to the
dosing mechanism 30 (and so, typically arranged on the
beverage preparation machine) or the container can be
removed so another product container 1s plugged, for
example (1n this case, the axis 16 disconnects from the
interface 5 as shown 1n FIG. 14 and so the product container
1 can be properly removed).

A different embodiment alternative to the dispensing ball
valve 7 described 1s represented 1n FIGS. 16, 17, 18 and 19.

In FIG. 16, it 1s represented 1n a cut view the container 1
having the lower aperture through where the product inside
the volume 3 will be dispensed to the dosing chamber 70.
Instead of a dispensing ball valve 7, a spherical ball valve 30
(partial valve and not configured in 360°) 1s used now
instead for this embodiment. This configuration is more
simple and has less complexity than the one with the
dispensing ball valve 7, and 1s also lighter. By rotating the
valve 30, the container 1s opened or closed towards the
dosing mechanism 30. The valve 30 further comprises a
blade element 31 jointly rotating with the valve, so the
product 1n the container 1s mixed before being dispensed, in
order to prevent bridging or caking of the product. The blade
31 will be configured having a certain shape in order to
allow a better and more homogeneous mixing of the product.
The configuration of the complete rotatable tool i1s repre-
sented 1 FIG. 19, with the spherical ball valve 30 on one
side and the mixing blade 31 on the opposite side. Both parts
rotate jointly and as one single piece, with a double objec-
tive: mixing the product and opening/closing the container’s
communication with the dosing mechanism 350 (towards the
dosing chamber 70). As 1n the first embodiment, the con-
nection with the dosing mechanism 50 1s done through the
interface for rotation 5, with an axis 16 actuated by a
dispensing motor 17. FIG. 16 shows the spherical ball valve
30 closing the container 1; FIG. 17 and FIG. 18 show the
valve 30 leaving the contamner 1 open (two diflerent
moments during the rotation of the valve 30 and the mixing
blade 31).

Still another possible embodiment of the invention 1s to
have a vertical piston element 23, 1.e. moving vertically and
aligned with the product contaimner 1, placed i1n vertical.
Once the volumetric product dose has been dispensed to the
dosing chamber 70, this element 1s configured to be able to
t1lt so as to dispense the product to the outside or to the
corresponding beverage preparation machine. Once the dos-
ing chamber 70 tilts, air enters 1nto contact with the dose,
which 1s therefore under atmospheric pressure, similar as in
FIG. 11, where the piston element 23 has descended and air
enters through the product delivery tube 20. FIGS. 27 a-b-c,
28 a-b-c, 29 a-b-c and 30 a-b show this other embodiment
of the system of the invention, and 1t will be explained 1n
more detail in what follows.

FIGS. 27b and 27c¢ show a multi-serving product dis-
penser system according to a further embodiment of the
invention, where the piston element 23 1s arranged vertically
and also moves vertically with respect to the container 1,
which 1s arranged 1n a vertical position with respect to the
dosing mechanism 30, as shown in these Figures. FI1G. 275
shows the piston 23 1n an upper position pushing towards the
spherical ball valve 30 which 1s 1n a closed position, 1.e.
closing the outlet of the container 1. The same connection of
the ball valve 30 i1s done as 1n the other embodiments of the
invention, by means of an axis 16 actuated by a motor 17
which rotates the valve 30. FIG. 27¢ shows the position
where the spherical ball valve 30 has rotated and has left
open the outlet of the container 1. The next step 1n the
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delivering of a certain product dose 1s shown 1 FIG. 285,
where the valve 30 1s open and the piston element 23 starts
descending so to deliver the product dose 1nto the bufler or
dosing chamber 70: once the dose 1s into the dosing chamber
70, as represented 1n FIG. 28¢, the spherical ball valve 30
rotates again and closes the container outlet. The next step

1s shown 1n FIG. 295, where the spherical ball valve 30 1s
still closing the container outlet and the piston element 30
has displaced vertically further down so the volume of the
dosing chamber 70 1s bigger: this allows the pressure to go
down before the piston 23 will open 1n a later stage. This 1s
a security measure for the case when the pressure in the
dosing chamber 70 1s too high: 11 the container volume 3 1s
highly pressurized, the pressure inside the dosing chamber
70 can go up to even 1.5 bar and be pushed back violently
by the residual pressure. FIG. 29¢ shows the position where
the piston element 23 has reached its final course or position
betore 1t will be tilted and will open: the spherical ball valve
30 1s still 1n a closed position and closes the outlet of the
container 1. Finally, in order to deliver the content of the
product dose kept in the dosing chamber 70, the piston
clement 23 tilts or pivots as shown 1 FIG. 305 so the dose
content 1 the dosing chamber 70 1s put to atmospheric
pressure and 1s then delivered. As represented 1n this Figure,

the spherical ball valve 30 1s 1n closed position and closes
the outlet or exit part of the contamner 1, so no air (no
oxygen) can enter inside the volume 3 of the container and
thus the remaining product (not delivered) inside the con-
tainer 1s preserved 1n a controlled atmosphere for subsequent
dosing.

In FIGS. 20, 21, 22 and 23 it 1s shown another possible
embodiment for the connection of the product container 1 to
the dosing mechanism 30: instead of using screwing, as
already described, the container 1 1s directly clamped to the
dosing mechanism 50, using a lever mechanism 40 com-
bined with a clamping motor 80, allowing to block the
container automatically onto the dosing mechamsm 50.
FIGS. 20 and 21 show the dosing mechamism 30 so config-
ured, comprising the lever mechanism 40 and the clamping
motor 80 acting on 1t in order to tightly adjust to the
container 1. In fact, the lever mechanism 40 and the clamp-
ing motor 80 configure a motorized clamping mechanism.

As represented 1n FI1G. 22, the product container 1 1s also
provided with grooves 6 for clamping, which are arranged in
the lower part of the product container 1, where the lever
mechanism 40 will come to grab or clamp the container.
FIG. 23 shows the product container 1 1n a position where
it 1s fixed by clamping to the dosing mechanism 0.

The 1dea behind the present immvention 1s to be able to
change different containers connected to a same dosing
mechanism 30 so a different product type can be delivered
(for example, different types of coflee can be prepared) or
removing the contamner from the mechanism once 1t 1s
empty, after all the dosings have been made out of it, so 1t
1s refilled and connected once again to the said mechanism
50. In any case, the connection and removal of the product
container 1 to the dosing mechanism 50 occurs a plurality of
times: when using the solution of screwing the container to
the mechanism it requires a bit more time than 11 you use the
solution of clamping, which 1s faster and easier for the
consumer.

The system of the invention can be integrated ditferently:
it can be integrated to a collee machine, for example, or 1t
can remain as standalone so the product (coflee, for
example) 1s delivered to a spoon or the like that will be used
in a coilee machine, of the professional or barista type.
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Furthermore, the present invention 1s directed to a product
container 1 to be used i a multi-serving product dispenser
system for multiple dosing of a food product, as described.
The container 1 of the invention 1s pressurized with nitrogen
gas and 1s provided with a rotatable outlet element (dispens-
ing ball valve 7 or spherlcal ball valve 30, as diflerent
embodiments) allowing opening and closing of the inner
volume 3 of the container 1 1n a tight manner. There 1s an
initial headspace HS, 1n the container 1, as provided betore
being used. The initial pressure of the nitrogen gas in the
headspace of the container 1s calculated 1n such a way that,
even after the last food product or last dose being dispensed
out of the container, there 1s still a positive pressure difler-
ence with the outside pressure (atmospheric pressure of 1
atm), ensuring that no oxygen gets into the container vol-
ume.
Looking now at the Table shown 1n FIG. 24 and at the two
exemplary mitial product containers in FIGS. 25q and 255,
an 1nitial container as shown i FIG. 25aq will be provided
with an 1nitial headspace HS, of around one third of the total
container volume. For the calculations shown, an exemplary
container of 1 litre (1000 ml) 1s taken, so 1n a container as
the one shown 1n FIG. 254, the HS, will be of about 300 ml.
Considering a standard coflee dose delivered of 20 mg (per
dose), the nitrogen gas in HSO will be at 3.3 atm and will
allow a total of 36 servings (1.e. 36 doses of collee of 20 mg
cach), leaving a final pressure at the headspace of 1 atm. If
the 1nitial headspace HS, 1s bigger, of halt the volume of the
container (1.e. HS, 1s of 500 ml) the initial pressure will then
be reduced to 2 atm, but 26 servings will be possible 1n that
case. For a maximum number of servings and a minimum
initial headspace HS, (around V10 of the total inner volume
of the container), the initial pressure that the container will
have to withstand will be of 10 bar, which will make the
container too expensive for such a system. This means that,
when you want to provide a container with a mimmized
initial headspace, you need to increase the initial pressure of
the nitrogen gas in the headspace which makes that the
container and the container material has to withstand the
said pressure, so i1t 1s more expensive than a container with
a lower such requirement. Thus, a compromise has to be
reached between the headspace value and the pressure
withstood by the container.
FIG. 26 represents a graph with the values of pressure and
number of servings, for a container as the one represented in
FIG. 25a and for a container as per FI1G. 25b. In the vertical
Y axis, the pressure of the nitrogen gas 1n the headspace 1s
represented, depending on the number of servings having
been made by the container 1, which are represented in the
horizontal X axis.
The invention further relates to a method for dispensing a
tood product one or a plurality of times using a multi-serving
dispenser system as the one just described.
The method of the mvention comprises the following
steps:
first, the product container 1 1s connected in a tight
manner to the dosing mechanism 30: the container 1 1s
in a first closed position defined by the rotatable outlet
element 7, 30:

alter that, the product container 1 1s opened by changing
the position of the rotatable outlet element 7, 30;

subsequently, a certain quantity of food product 1s dosed
by moving the moveable element or piston 23 to create
a dosing chamber 70 in the dosing mechanism 50,
keeping the inner volume 3 and the volume of the
dosing chamber 70 at a pressure that 1s higher than the
atmospheric pressure;
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then, the product container 1 is reclosed by changing the
position of the rotatable outlet element 7, 30, while the
volume of the dosing chamber 70 remains at a pressure
higher than the atmospheric pressure;

finally, the moveable element or piston 23 moves so the

product delivered into the dosing chamber 70 1s put at
atmospheric pressure and 1s later delivered.

In the method according to the invention, when the
product ito the dosing chamber 70 1s put at atmospheric
pressure, air enters 1mto this dosing chamber 70 through a
second air channel 28 to help delivering of the food product
as 1t helps pushing out the product in the chamber 70 through
the product delivery tube 20 (see FIG. 11, for example). At
the end of the process, the moveable element or piston 23
goes back to its mitial position and the air that could remain
in the dosing chamber 70 i1s pushed out through an air
evacuation tube 27, so the system 1s back to its initial
position (as 1 FIG. 6 or 7) and 1s ready for a new dosing of
food product.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments thereof, many modifi-
cations and alternations may be made by a person having
ordinary skill 1n the art without departing from the scope of
this invention, which 1s defined by the appended claims.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A product container for multiple dosing of a food
product, the product container comprising;:

an nner volume with the food product, the inner volume

being pressurized with nitrogen gas;

a rotatable outlet element configured to move between:

an open position, wherein the rotatable outlet element
of the product container i1s open; and

a closed position, wherein the rotatable outlet element
of the product container is closed,

the rotatable outlet element being configured to open
and to close the inner volume of the product con-
tainer under pressure;

the pressure inside the product container being higher

than an atmospheric pressure,

wherein an 1nitial pressure of the nitrogen gas 1n an 1nitial

headspace of the product container 1s calculated such
that a positive pressure difference 1n the product con-
tainer with an outside pressure after a last food product
1s dispensed out of the product container 1s maintained.

2. The product container according to claim 1 wherein the
initial headspace 1n the product container determines the
initial pressure in the mner volume.

3. The product container according to claim 1 wherein a
number of doses allowed by the product container 1s deter-
mined by the mitial headspace and the initial pressure.

4. The product container according to claim 1 wherein the
initial headspace 1s between one-third and one-half of the
inner volume of the container.

5. The product container according to claim 1 wherein the
initial pressure 1n the product container 1s between 2 and 3.5
atm.

6. The product container according to claim 1 comprising
an oxygen and humidity barrier material configured to
prevent oxidation of the food product in the inner volume.

7. A multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple
dosing of a food product, the multi-serving product dis-
penser system comprising:

a product container for the multiple dosing of the food

product, the product container comprising:
an inner volume with the food product, the inner
volume being pressurized with nitrogen gas; and
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a rotatable outlet element configured to move between:

an open position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s open; and

a closed position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s closed,

the rotatable outlet element being configured to open
and to close the mmer volume of the product
container under pressure; and

a pressure 1nside the product container being higher
than an atmospheric pressure; and

a dosing mechanism,

the product container configured to be connected to the

dosing mechanism by the rotatable outlet element 1n a
tight manner,

the dosing mechanism comprising a moveable element,

wherein movement of the moveable element 1s sequen-
tial to movement of the rotatable outlet element such
that the food product can be stored and dispensed 1nto
a dosing chamber in the dosing mechanism while
maintaining the pressure inside the product container
higher than the atmospheric pressure,

wherein an 1nitial pressure of the nitrogen gas in an 1nitial

headspace of the product container i1s calculated such
that a positive pressure diflerence 1n the product con-
tainer with an outside pressure after a last food product
1s dispensed out of the product container 1s maintained.

8. The multi-serving product dispenser system according,
to claam 7, wherein the container 1s attached to the dosing
mechanism either by screwing or by clamping.

9. The multi-serving product dispenser system according
to claim 7, wherein the dosing mechanism further comprises
an air channel which can be opened or closed allowing the
evacuation of air when 1n the open position.

10. The multi-serving product dispenser system according
to claim 7, wherein the dosing mechanism further comprises
a secondary air channel to facilitate the emptying of the
product from the dosing chamber.

11. The multi-serving product dispenser system according
to claim 7, wherein the dosing mechanism comprises an axis
connectable to the rotatable outlet element to move 1t from
a position where the outlet of the container 1s open to a
position where the outlet of the container 1s closed.

12. The multi-serving product dispenser system according
to claim 7, wherein a volume in the dosing chamber defines
a volumetric dose of the food product to be delivered by the
multi-serving product dispenser system.

13. A multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple
dosing of a food product, the multi-serving product dis-
penser system comprising:

a product container for the multiple dosing of the food

product, the product container comprising:
an inner volume with the food product, the inner
volume being pressurized with nitrogen gas; and
a rotatable outlet element configured to move between:
an open position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s open; and
a closed position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s closed,
the rotatable outlet element being configured to open
and to close the mmner volume of the product
container under pressure; and
a pressure 1nside the product container being higher
than an atmospheric pressure; and

a dosing mechanism,

the product container configured to be connected to the

dosing mechanism by the rotatable outlet element 1n a
tight manner,
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the dosing mechamism comprising a moveable element,
wherein movement of the moveable element 1s sequen-
tial to movement of the rotatable outlet element such
that the food product can be stored and dispensed nto
a dosing chamber in the dosing mechanism while
maintaining the pressure inside the product container
higher than the atmospheric pressure, and wherein the
moveable element 1s one of a linear piston or a p1vot-
able piston.

14. A multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple
dosing of a food product, the multi-serving product dis-
penser system comprising:

a product container for the multiple dosing of the food

product, the product container comprising;:
an mner volume with the food product, the inner
volume being pressurized with nitrogen gas; and
a rotatable outlet element configured to move between:
an open position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s open; and
a closed position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment ol the product container 1s closed,
the rotatable outlet element being configured to open
and to close the mmner volume of the product
container under pressure; and
a pressure mnside the product container being higher
than an atmospheric pressure; and

a dosing mechanism,

the product container configured to be connected to the

dosing mechanism by the rotatable outlet element 1n a
tight manner,

the dosing mechanism comprising a moveable element,

wherein movement of the moveable element 1s sequen-
tial to movement of the rotatable outlet element such
that the food product can be stored and dispensed into
a dosing chamber in the dosing mechanism while
maintaining the pressure inside the product container
higher than the atmospheric pressure,

wherein the rotatable outlet element 1s a rotatable valve,

and

wherein the product container further comprises an inner

spring, a gear wheel, and a rotatable spring support,
wherein rotation of the rotatable valve actuates the
inner spring through the gear wheel and the rotatable
spring support.

15. A multi-serving product dispenser system for multiple
dosing of a food product, the multi-serving product dis-
penser system comprising:

a product container for the multiple dosing of the food

product, the product container comprising:
an inner volume with the food product, the inner
volume being pressurized with nitrogen gas; and
a rotatable outlet element configured to move between:
an open position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s open; and
a closed position, wherein the rotatable outlet ele-
ment of the product container 1s closed,
the rotatable outlet element being configured to open
and to close the imner volume of the product
container under pressure, wherein the rotatable
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outlet element 1s a spherical ball valve, the spheri-
cal ball valve comprising a mixing blade config-
ured to rotate jointly with the spherical ball valve;
and
a pressure 1nside the product container being higher
than an atmospheric pressure; and
a dosing mechanism,
the product container configured to be connected to the
dosing mechanism by the rotatable outlet element 1n a
tight manner,
the dosing mechanism comprising a moveable element,
wherein movement of the moveable element 1s sequen-
tial to movement of the rotatable outlet element such
that the food product can be stored and dispensed 1nto
a dosing chamber 1n the dosing mechamism while
maintaining the pressure inside the product container
higher than the atmospheric pressure.
16. A method for dispensing a food product one time or
a plurality of times using a multi-serving dispenser system,
the method comprising the steps of:
connecting a product container 1 a tight manner to a
dosing mechanism, the product container being 1n a
first closed position defined by a rotatable outlet ele-
ment;
opening the product container by changing the first closed
position of the rotatable outlet element to a second open
position;
dosing a certain quantity of the food product by moving
a moveable element to create a dosing chamber 1n the
dosing mechanism while maintaining a pressure higher
than an atmospheric pressure in the inner volume of the
product container and a volume of the dosing chamber;
closing the product container by changing the second
open position of the rotatable outlet element to the first
closed position while maintaining a pressure higher
than the atmospheric pressure in the volume of the
dosing chamber; and
moving the moveable element so the food product deliv-
ered into the dosing chamber 1s provided at the atmo-
spheric pressure,
wherein an 1nitial pressure of the nitrogen gas 1n an itial
headspace of the product container i1s calculated such
that a positive pressure diflerence 1n the product con-
tainer with an outside pressure after a last food product
1s dispensed out of the product container 1s maintained.
17. A method for dispensing a food product according to
claam 16, wherein when the food product in the dosing
chamber 1s dispensed at atmospheric pressure, air enters the
dosing chamber through a second air channel to help deliver
the food product.
18. The method according to claim 16 wherein returning
the moveable element to an 1ni1tial position, causing air to be

pushed out of the dosing chamber through an air evacuation
tube, after the food product 1s dispensed from the dosing
chamber.
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