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METHOD FOR CONTROLLING THE
QUALITY OF A BLIND FASTENER
INSTALLATION

BACKGROUND

The present invention concerns the installation of blind
tasteners. More specifically, this invention relates to a blind
fastener installation system whereby a blind fastener 1is
installed for the purpose of joiming several metal sheets
together, and a quality control inspection of the assembly 1s
carried out.

It 1s common practice to join two or more sheets using a
blind fastener, 1.¢. a fastener that requires access to only one
side of the sheets to be jomned. Such connections can be
made using a blind rivet with a core bolt 1nserted into a
sleeve, or using blind nuts installed via a threaded mandrel.
The core bolt 1s shaped at one end to enable it to be gripped
by a tool for pulling or screwing. The core bolt has at a
second end, opposite the first end, a thread engaged with an
internal tapping of the sleeve, or an enlarged diameter head
relative to the diameter of the core bolt, engaged with one
end of the sleeve.

A blind connection 1s typically formed by inserting the
blind nut or rivet into a pre-drilled bore hole 1n the sheets to
be joined. A tooling grips the first end of the core bolt or
mandrel and pulls or screws said core bolt or mandrel while
holding the blind nut or sleeve against an accessible face of
a sheet metal. The differential force exerted on the sleeve or
nut causes a physical deformation of the sleeve or the blind
side of the nut, creating a second bearing surface on the blind
side commonly referred to as the “bulb”.

The core bolts or mandrels typically include a shear
groove designed to fracture when the pulling or torques
applied exceed a certain level. Examples of such rivets or
mandrels are described in document FR3016417, document
FR1377442 or document EP1731773A2.

The side of the assembly where the bulb 1s formed is not
accessible making 1t impossible to wvisually determine
whether the bulb has properly formed, 11 1t 1s of suilicient
diameter, 1f 1t 1s 1n contact with the blind side, and whether
it has formed a suitable shape.

A defective blind fastener installation may not ensure the
proper joining ol the sheets since the bearing surface of the
bulb against the blind face 1s mnsuflicient, or non-existent, or
because the two walls of the bulb are not in abutment with
cach other.

The various defects relating to the bulb may include:

No bulb formation: the sleeve has buckled slightly, or has
not buckled sufliciently and the sleeve has formed a
barrel shape (FIG. 9); this defect may be due to a
number of factors including a manufacturing defect of
the sleeve, e.g. msutlicient or incorrectly placed anneal-
ing, the use of an incorrectly calibrated tool that does
not pull at the required force, or the choice of fastener
1s too short relative to the thickness of the structure to
be clamped;

Bulb formation which only partially bears on the blind
face: the sleeve deforms into a bulb, but the bulb 1s not
fully “seated” on the blind face and forms an umbrella
shape; this defect may occur when the length of the
inserted fastener 1s too long relative to the thickness of
the structure to be clamped (FIG. 6);

Improperly formed bulb shape: the sleeve deforms 1nto a
bulb where the two walls are not in contact with each

other; the bulb 1s bell-shaped;
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Bulb forms partially inside the drill hole: this defect
appears when the clamping capacity of the inserted
sleeve 1s too low relative to the thickness of the
structure, or when the diameter of the sleeve 1s too
small relative to the diameter of the drll hole.

In all cases, an improperly formed bulb shape, or one that
1s not fully “seated” against the blind face compromises the
strength of the assembly, particularly because the pre-load
applied 1n the assembly 1s non-existent or insuflicient.

To ensure the proper installation of a blind fastener, it 1s
common practice to use tools equipped with sensors capable
of detecting signals coming from the tooling during the
installation of the blind fastener, followed by the processing
of said signals through various algorithms to deduce, by
comparison with predefined curves or values, the status of
the fastener installation. The signals are frequently con-
verted into force-displacement curves, 1n which the pulling
force 1s plotted on the y-axis while the displacement of the
core bolt or mandrel 1s plotted on the x-axis.

Document U.S. Pat. No. 7,503,196 provides instructions
for the comparison of a force-displacement curve to an
envelope of force-displacement curves obtained empirically
through numerous tests. If the measured curve “breaks out”
of this envelope, then 1t 1s concluded that the fastener
installation 1s defective. The disadvantage of this process 1s
that the envelopes cannot rule out all types of defects
because the envelope would consequently be very large, nor
can they rule out all types of installations (particularly
installations with various configurations of structural thick-
ness). This process also has the disadvantage of requiring a
relatively long analysis time, since each point on the curve
must be compared with maximum and minimum values over
a certain range of displacement.

Document EP0970766 provides instructions for the com-
parison ol only selected points of the force-displacement
curve with empirically obtained force-displacement ranges.
This method also does not guarantee that the blind fastener
1s properly installed because it 1s unable to rule out all types
ol defects.

Other algornithms focus on using the force-displacement
curve 1n real time to stop a pulling force before 1t becomes
too great and 1rreparably damages the fastener.

For example, Document WO2018178186A1 describes a
method for controlling the quality of a process for assem-
bling two components together by means of a blind nut, in
which the force exerted by the tooling and the displacement
of the tooling are recorded during the installation of the blind
nut. This document provides instructions for calculating the
derivative of the displacement relative to the force in a
continuous or regular manner, and for interrupting the
installation process as soon as the value of this dernivative
exceeds a predetermined value. This predetermined value 1s
defined to indicate that the physical deformation of the
sleeve 1s complete, as any further pulling force would cause
an unnecessary and significant increase in the force exerted
by the tooling on the nut.

This real-time process, however, does not indicate the
proper or defective quality of the nut installation. It only
provides a clearer indication of when the pulling force
should be stopped.

This 1s an obstacle for the use of blind fasteners 1n certain
fields of application requiring a high level of reliability of
the assemblies, for example 1n the fields of automotive or
aeronautical construction.
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There 1s therefore still the need for a quality control
method of the blind fastener installation that can be per-

formed 1n a comprehensive, reliable, and time-ethicient
manner.

SUMMARY

The purpose of the present invention i1s to provide a
quality control method for a blind fastener installation to
ellectively determine the character of the defect of said blind
fastener installation.

For this purpose, the present invention details the quality
control method for the installation of a blind fastener com-
prising a sleeve and a core bolt, the blind fastener being
inserted 1nto a pre-drilled bore hole 1n a structure, and then
locally deformed by means of a tool that pulls or screws the
core bolt to deform the sleeve 1nto a bulb on a rear side of
the structure until a driving portion of the core bolt fractures
indicating that the installation of the blind fastener 1s com-
plete, with at least one force-displacement signal or torque-
angle signal having been generated during the 1nstallation of
the blind fastener. The quality control process comprises the
following steps:

a) identification of at least two notable points from at least
one signal, the at least two notable points having been
selected from: a pulling start point, or a screwing start
point; a buckling point of the sleeve; a contact point of
the sleeve between the bulb and the rear side of the
structure or a contact point of the core bolt between the
head of the core bolt and the collar of the sleeve; and
a force setpoint or a fracture point of the driving portion
of the core bolt;

b) estimation of at least one first parameter as a function
of at least one of the at least two notable points
identified 1n step a), n order to check that the bulb is
formed and 1s 1n contact with the rear side of the
structure;

c) estimation of at least one second parameter as a
function of at least one of the at least two notable points
identified in step a) 1n order to check that a predefined
tension 1s applied 1n the corebolt once the blind fastener
has been 1installed;

d) for each estimated parameter, comparison with an
associated predefined condition that indicates the
proper installation of the fastener;

the 1nstallation 1s said to be defective 11 at least one result
of the comparison does not meet the predefined condition.

The method ensures that a bulb has been properly formed,
that the two walls of the bulb are 1n contact with each other,
and that the entire surface of the bulb 1s in abutment with the
blind side of the parts to be assembled.

According to specific embodiments of the invention, the
method includes the following steps:

an estimation of the first parameter comprising the cal-
culation of the pulling force at the buckling point with
a percentage range ol pulling force at the setpoint;

an estimation of the first parameter comprising the cal-
culation of a ratio of the difference in pulling force

between the contact point of the sleeve and the buck-

ling point relative to the difference in displacement

between the contact point of the sleeve and the buck-

ling point, and the comparison of the ratio to a mini-
mum value;

an estimation of the first parameter comprising the cal-
culation of the ratio of the difference 1n displacement
between the contact point of the sleeve and the buck-
ling point, and the displacement of the core bolt
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between the pulling start point and the force setpoint,
and a comparison of the ratio to a range of percentages;

an estimation of the first parameter comprising the cal-
culation of a difference 1n displacement between the
contact point of the sleeve and the buckling point and
comparing 1t with a percentage of the diflerence
between an expected theoretical bulb diameter and a
theoretical diameter of the drill hole into which the
fastener 1s inserted;

an estimation of the second parameter comprising a
comparison of the pulling force at the setpoint, or
torque at the fracture point, or a torque at the contact
point of the core bolt, with a predefined range of values;

an estimation of the second parameter comprising the
comparison of a ratio of torque difference and a dis-
placement of the core bolt between the fracture point
and the contact point of the core bolt with a predefined
range of values;

an estimation of the second parameter comprising the
comparison of a difference of rotation angle of the core
bolt between the contact point of the core bolt and the
rotation start point with a predefined range of values;

an estimation of the second parameter comprising a
comparison of the difference between the torque at the
fracture point and an average of a torque between the
contact points of the core bolt and the screwing start
point with a predefined range of values;

the method comprises an additional step of estimating at
least a third parameter, as a function of at least one of
the at least two notable points 1dentified 1n step a), in
order to check that a head of the core bolt 1s 1n contact
with the collar of the sleeve;

an estimation of the third parameter comprising the com-
parison of a torque diflerence between the contact point
of the core bolt and the screwing start point with a
percentage range of a pulling force diflerence between
the setpoint and the pulling start point;

the method comprises an additional step of estimating at
least a fourth parameter as a function of at least one of
the at least two notable points 1dentified in step a), 1n
order to check that the sleeve has not rotated while
screwing the core bolt mto the sleeve;

an estimation of the fourth parameter comprising the
calculation of a denivative of the torque-displacement
curve between the fracture point and the contact point
of the corebolt, and checking the sign of said deriva-
tive;

and estimation of the fourth parameter comprising the
calculation of a centered dertvative of the torque-
displacement curve between the fracture point and the
contact point of the corebolt over at least two adjacent
values, and checking the sign of said dernivative;

the method further comprises a filtering step of the at least
one signal;

the filtering step comprises: the application of an 1increas-
ing monotonicity filter to a force-displacement signal
corresponding to a pulling step of the core bolt, to
climinate potential points where the displacement
might decrease or stagnate, or the application of a
decreasing monotonicity filter to a force-displacement
signal corresponding to the screwing step of the core
bolt, to eliminate potential points where the displace-
ment might decrease or stagnate; and resampling in
base space.

The 1nvention also concerns a device for implementing,

the above-described 1nstallation quality control method, said
device comprising processing means capable of 1identifying
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the at least two notable points of the at least one signal and
estimating the at least first and second parameters.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The mvention will be better understood upon reading the
tollowing description, given only as a non-limiting example,
and made with reference to the drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a view of a state of the art blind fastener:

FIG. 2 1s a schematic view of a tooling for the installation
of a blind fastener of type FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a schematic view of an installation sequence of
a blind fastener of FIG. 1 by means of a tooling of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1s a schematic view of a device for controlling the
quality of a blind fastener installation of type FIG. 1;

FIG. 5A 1s the 1nstallation curve of a blind fastener of the
pull-screw type representing a pulling force and a torque
applied as a function of a displacement of the core bolt
during the pulling and screwing steps;

FIG. 56 1s an istallation curve of a blind fastener of the
screw type representing the torque applied as a function of
an angular displacement of the core bolt during the screwing
step;:

FIG. 6 1s the photograph of an umbrella-shaped bulb
formed on a blind face;

FIG. 7 1s the photograph of a bulb formed on a small
diameter blind face;

FIG. 8 1s the photograph of an umbrella-shaped bulb
formed on a blind face;

FIG. 9 1s the photograph of a bulb formed on a barrel-
shaped blind face,

FIG. 10 1s the photograph of a bulb formed on a sloping
blind face;

FIG. 11 1s the photograph of a bulb formed at a distance
from a blind face;

FIG. 12 1s another photograph of a bulb formed at a
distance from a blind face.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a blind fastener 100 marketed by the
applicant under the name of OPTIBLIND™ (registered
trademark). The blind fastener 100 comprises a core bolt 10
and a sleeve 20 1n which the screw 1s partially housed and
extends longitudinally along an X axis. The core bolt 10
comprises a countersunk head 11, a dniving portion 13
extending from the countersunk head, a shear groove 12 at
the junction between said head and the driving portion, and
a cylindrical shaft 15 located 1n the sleeve 20 comprising a
threaded portion 152. The sleeve 20 comprises a tubular
body 21 with, 1n the upper part, an enlarged collar 22
suitable for receiving the cylindrical shaft 15 and the coun-
tersunk head 11 of the core bolt 10 respectively. A section of
the sleeve includes an internal tapping 212 capable of
engaging with the thread 152 of the core bolt. The remainder
of the mner surface 211 of the sleeve 1s smooth.

The driving portion 13, 1s intended to operate with an
installation tool of the type shown schematically in FIG. 2
and described below. As shown in the illustration, the
driving portion 13 comprises a portion 14 capable of trans-
mitting a torque between the installation tool and the core
bolt 10. The driving portion 1s also capable of transmitting,
a pulling force exerted by said tool to the core bolt 10. The
shear groove 12 i1s designed to fracture when the torque
applied to the core bolt 10 exceeds a certain level.

FIG. 2 schematically represents a cross-sectional view of
a tool 300 capable of nstalling the fastener 100. An example
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of such a tool and 1ts use are detailed 1n the applicant’s patent
FR3078906B1 and will not be described 1n detail here.

The tooling 300 comprises a body 310 with a bearing face
312, a housing 314 for receiving the gripping element 13 of
the blind fastener 100, and a rotating drive shaft 316 driven
by a motor 318, capable of driving the fastener 100 1n the
axial direction X by means of a ball screw or directly 1n
rotation around the X axis.

The tooling 300 comprises four strain gauges 320
installed on the outer surface of the body 310, equidistant
from each other, forming a Wheatstone bridge. Multiple
gauges may be installed on the body. The strain gauges
measure the bearing force exerted on the bearing face 312 on
the collar 22 of the sleeve during the pulling force which 1s
propagated into the body 310. Alternatively, the tooling may
not 1iclude a strain gauge but instead comprises a current
sensor for the drive mechanism. Regardless of the technol-
ogy used, the signals emitted by the strain gauges, or the
current sensor are representative of the pulling force F
exerted on the fastener 100.

The tooling further includes an angle sensor 322, capable
of measuring an angular position a of the drive shait 316.

FIG. 3 schematically shows the main steps for the instal-
lation of the fastener 100 for assembling a structure 200
comprising a first part 200a and a second part 2006 by
means ol a tooling 300.

The 1nstallation of the fastener 100 consists of the fol-
lowing main steps:

a) msertion of the fastener 100 1nto a bore hole pre-drilled
through two parts 200a and 2005 of the structure. The
fastener 100 1s inserted through the front face 210a of
the first part 200a opposite the rear face 2205, referred
to as the blind face, of the second part 2005; a layer of
interposing mastic 300 may possibly be present;

b) msertion of the driving portion 13 into the housing 314
of the tooling, then exertion of pulling force on the core
bolt 10 while simultaneously blocking the sleeve 20 by
pressure 1n the opposite direction, exerted by the bear-
ing face 312 of the tooling 300 on a surface 221 of the
collar 22, until the formation of a bulb 23 on the tubular
body 21 of the sleeve. When the bulb 1s properly
formed, it presses against the blind face of the assembly
so that the structural parts 200aq and 2005 are clamped
together between the bulb 23 on the one hand, and the

collar 22 and the core bolt head 11 on the other;

¢) screwing of the core bolt 10 into the sleeve 20 until the
head 11 of the core bolt meets the collar 22 of the
sleeve; and

d) further screwing until the driving portion 13 fractures

at the shear groove 12; the fracturing of the core bolt 10
determines that the required tension 1s applied 1n the
assembly. FIG. 3d shows the final state of assembly of
parts 200a and 2005 with the fastener 100 permanently
installed.

Other tooling can of course be used for the installation of
the fastener 100. For example, a first tooling can be used to
exert pulling force on the driving portion 13 and then a
second tooling can be used to screw the core bolt 10 into the
sleeve 20 and fracture the driving portion.

A blind fastener installation control device 400 will be
described in relation to FIG. 4. This device may be imple-
mented for blind fasteners installed by pulling force only,
not requiring a screwing step, and whose drniving portion
fractures when the pulling force applied exceeds a certain
level. This device can also be used for blind fasteners
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installed by torque only, not requiring a pulling step, and
whose driving portion fractures when the torque applied
exceeds a certain level.

The control device 400 preferably comprises an amplifier
330 capable of amplifying the electrical signals emitted by
the strain gauges 320 and the angle sensor 322. The con-

nection between the strain gauges 320, respectively the
angle sensor 322, and the amplifier may be wired or wire-

less.

After amplification, the electrical signals are preferably
filtered by filtering devices 332 with a bandwidth corre-
sponding to the frequency range of the received signals.

Processing devices 334 are configured to process the
clectrical signals, after amplification and filtering. These
processing devices are configured specifically to calculate
parameters during the pulling and screwing steps, specifi-
cally to 1dentify certain pulling or torque and displacement
values from the signals received.

Comparison devices 336 are further configured to com-
pare the parameters to a predefined value or range of values.
Depending on the result of this comparison, the deformation
of the threaded sleeve i1s considered to have a proper or
defective quality.

Transmitting devices 338 are further configured to trans-
mit a signal informing whether the installation of the blind
tastener 100 1s proper or defective, following the pulling
step, or the screwing step. This information signal can be a
sound signal, or a visual signal presented on a screen to an
operator, on a screen litted to the tooling 300, or a signal
transmitted through a communication protocol, directed to a
computer equipment or device of an industrial production
unit, for example an automated assembly line.

The control device 400 may be incorporated in a remote
computer, which may or may not be connected to the tooling
300 or integrated into the tooling 300.

The method for controlling the installation of a blind
tastener 100 described above will now be described. The
principle of the method lies 1n 1dentifying the specific points
of pulling force, torque and displacement, calculating
parameters based on some of these specific points to check
whether certain criteria are met, and comparing the results to
a predefined condition, usually established by testing groups
of fasteners, e.g. by diameter, 1n different configurations, e.g.
in structures of different thicknesses, within the clamping
range of the fastener and outside this clamping range, using
different tools.

For this purpose, during the pulling step, the force signals
emitted by the strain gauges 320 and the angle measure-
ments a emitted by the angle sensor 322 are sent to the
amplifier 330, each signal being sent at a frequency specific
to the strain gauges and the angle sensor, which are prefer-
ably 1dentical. The signals are then possibly filtered by the
filtering devices 332. The processing devices 334 process
the angle measurements to eventually transform them into
displacement X—some angle measurements, however, can
be processed without being transformed 1nto displacement.
The processing devices 334 sample the pulling force or
torque.

The processing devices 334 thus allows the pulling forces
F or torques C and angles o to be processed to create a
pulling force or torque versus displacement curve. FIG. 5A
shows a pulling force/torque versus translational and angular
displacement curve obtained during the installation of a
pulled and then screwed fastener. In this figure, the displace-
ment of the core bolt 10 and the angle of rotation A of the
screw are indicated on the X axis, while the pulling force F
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1s indicated on the Y axis on the left of FIG. 5, and the torque
C on the Y axis on the right of FIG. 5A.

According to studies conducted by the applicant, a blind
fastener of the type comprising a core bolt and a sleeve,
installed either by a pulling step followed by a screwing
step, or by a screwing step alone, or by a pulling step alone,
1s properly installed 11 the following two criteria are met:

1. the bulb 1s properly formed and in contact with the rear
face of the structure,

2. suilicient tension 1s applied in the screw.

Optionally, an additional criterion i1s to check that the
screwing of the core bolt into the sleeve has been performed
without rotation of the sleeve when the core bolt 1s threaded.
Another optional criterion 1s to check that the head of the
core bolt 1s 1n contact with the collar of the sleeve, when the
core bolt of the blind fastener has an enlarged, usually
countersunk, or protruding head.

A method for controlling the installation of a blind
fastener of the above mentioned type 1n which the core bolt
10 1s a screw comprising an external thread, thus comprising,
the estimation of at least one parameter allowing the evalu-
ation of each of the aforementioned at least two criteria, and
the comparison with a predefined condition which may be a
threshold value (minimum or maximum) or an acceptable
range of values. If any of the criteria are not met, then the
installation 1s considered unsatisfactory.

For this purpose, the applicant has demonstrated that
during the installation of the fastener in structures to be
assembled, a signal representative of the displacement of the
core bolt as a function of the pulling force and/or the torque
exerted on said core bolt must be generated, then several
characteristic points must be detected. It 1s preferable for the
curve to be filtered to improve detection accuracy. For a
tastener 100 detailed above, at least two points among the
following seven characteristic points are to be 1dentified:

The pulling start point B0, corresponding to the pulling
force applied to the fastener, preferably when all the
clearances of the tooling and the fastener have been
compensated. The pulling force on the screw exerts a
compressive force between the threaded portion 212 of
the sleeve and the collar 22 of the sleeve that increases
with the displacement of the screw 10, as indicated by
the portion 502 of the curve;

The buckling point B1 of the sleeve, identified by the
pulling force F1 and the displacement X1, 1s reached
when the pulling force exceeds the compressive
strength of the sleeve 20 which then starts to buckle. As
the screw displacement continues, the sleeve continues
to deform to form a bulb 23. This sequence 1s repre-
sented 1n FIG. 5 by portion 503. The tension exerted on
the screw causes the bulb to compress axially, 1deally
until these two walls come 1nto tight contact with each
other;

The contact point of the sleeve B2 with the structure,
identified by the pulling force F2 and the displacement
X2, 1s reached when the bulb 23 1s compacted on 1tself
and 1n contact with the blind face 22056 of part 2005,
and the structural elements are clamped together and 1n
contact with each other, between the collar 22 and the
bulb 23 of the sleeve. In this curve, the pulling force F2
1s less than the buckling force F1, but in another
installation configuration the pulling force F2 may be
equal to or greater than the buckling force F1;

The setpoint B3 1s reached when the pulling force F3
reaches a given set force. The force increases substan-
tially between B2 and B3 with a slight displacement of
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the screw, as 1indicated by the portion 504 of the curve,
indicating an increase in stifiness 1n the assembly;

The screwing start point S1, corresponding to the torque
applied to the screw to bring 1t back into the sleeve, 1n
a reverse direction of movement. For the purpose of
illustration, the displacement of the screw 1n FIG. 5 1s
shown at the position at which the pulling force at set
point B3 1s reached and 1s represented 1n the same
direction as that of the pulling force, whereas 1n reality
the displacement 1s of course 1n the opposite direction
to that of the pulling force and may start at a position
reached after the pulling force has been reached. The
torque increases slightly during this displacement, as
indicated by the portion 505 of the curve, with only the
frictional forces between the screw thread and the
sleeve tapping to overcome;

The contact point of the screw S2 1s reached when the
screw head 11 1s 1n contact with the collar 22 of the
sleeve. In this configuration, the blind fastener com-
prises two bearing surfaces on each external face of the
structures to be assembled: the bulb 23 on the blind face
22056, and the assembly comprising the screw head 11
bearing 1n the collar 22 (for a countersunk fastener) of
the sleeve on the front face 210qa. The torque exerted to
the screw then increases substantially—portion 506 of
the curve—the additional torque resulting 1n a pulling
force 1 the screw and a compression force in the
assembly;

The fracture point S3, reached when the driving portion
fractures under a given torque, depends mainly on the
geometry ol the shear groove of the screw and the
material of the screw.

For a blind fastener installed only by pulling force, the
characteristic points to be i1dentified will be among points
B0, B1, B2 and B3. For a fastener installed only by
screwing, the characteristic points to be identified will be
among points C0, C1, C2, and C3 of the curve in FIG. 5B,
with the torque-angular displacement curve having the
appearance ol a pulling force curve like the pulling force
curve 1 FIG. 5A, between points B0 and B3.

Thus, for a screwing-only type of fastener 100 detailed
above, mn which the core bolt 1s a screw comprising an
external thread, at least two of the following four charac-
teristic points are to be identified (FIG. 5B):

The screwing start point C0, corresponding to the start of
the torque applied to the fastener, preferably when all
the clearances of the tooling and the fastener have been
compensated. Screwing in the screw exerts a compres-
sive force between the tapped portion of the sleeve and
the collar of the sleeve that increases with screw
rotation, as indicated by the portion 502B of the curve;

The buckling point C1 of the sleeve, i1dentified by the
torque C11 and the angular displacement All, 1is
reached when the pulling force exceeds the compres-
sive strength of the sleeve, which then starts to buckle.
As the rotation of the screw continues, the sleeve
continues to deform to form a bulb. This sequence 1s
represented 1 FIG. 5B by portion 503B. The rotational
force exerted on the screw causes the bulb to compress
axially until, 1deally, these two walls come 1nto close
contact with each other:;

The contact point of the sleeve C2 with the structure,
identified by the torque C12 and the angular displace-
ment Al2, 1s reached when the bulb 1s compacted on
itself and 1n contact with the blind face 22056 of part
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2005, and the structural elements are clamped together
and 1n contact with each other, between the collar and
the bulb of the sleeve;

The fracture point C3, reached when the driving portion
fractures under a given torque C13, depends mainly on
the geometry of the shear groove of the screw and the
material of the screw, as indicated by the portion 504B
of the curve, indicating an increase 1n stiflness in the
assembly.

For each of the criteria, one or more parameters based on
the values of these points can be used to check whether the
criterion 1s met. In the following description, a non-limiting
list of these parameters will be given as an example. Several
parameters can be used depending on the level of detection
that 1s desired. The greater the number of parameters used,
the better the detection of defective installations.

In the example parameters below, ‘X’ indicates the abso-
lute value of the core bolt displacement in mm, ‘A’ indicates
the angle of rotation of the fastener 1n degrees, ‘F’ indicates
the pulling force 1n N measured during installation, and *C’
indicates a torque i N.m measured during installation.
When the core bolt 15 a threaded screw, the angle of rotation
A of the fastener can be transformed into the displacement
of the screw or sleeve when the screw 1s not moving by
multiplying the angle of rotation A by the thread pitch of the
screw (or sleeve, normally equal to the thread pitch of the
SCIew ).

Criterion No. 1—Bulb Formed and in Contact with the
Structure

A parameter to check this criterion can be the measure-
ment of the pulling force F1 at the buckling point Bl,
compared to a range of values that 1s a function of the force
value of the pulling set point F3. For example, the pulling
force F1 at the buckling point Bl 1s correct when it 1s
between 70% and 95% of the force F3, as indicated by
equation {1} below. The choice of value range depends on
the geometry of the sleeve, 1ts material, the hardness in the
portion to be buckled and the tooling used. A value outside
this range indicates improper buckling, this may be due to
the hardness of the sleeve being below or above an accept-
able hardness.

Another parameter may be the value of the slope of the
curve portion 504 between the contact point of the sleeve B2
and the setpoint B3. The slope of this curve can be calculated
as the ratio R1 between the difference in pulling force
(F3-F2) between the setpoint B3 and the contact point of the
sleeve B2, and the difference in displacement (X3-X2)
between the setpoint B3 and the contact point of the sleeve
B2. Alternatively, the ratio R1 can be calculated using the
least squares method applied to the curve portion 504.

The ratio R1 1s representative of the stiflness of the
assembly once the bulb 1s compacted on 1tself and on the
blind face of the structure, and the structural elements are
plated between the collar and the bulb of the sleeve. When
this ratio 1s less than a given value, this parameter indicates
that the stiflness of the assembly 1s less than the expected
stiflness, which may indicate an umbrella-shaped bulb, or a
reversal of the collar 22, that does not allow for the proper
clamping of the assembly. For an 332" diameter OPTIB-
LIND™ fastener, the R1 ratio must be greater than 3,500
N/mm, for example, as indicated by equation {2}.

This threshold value was established statistically on two
hundred installations, by distinguishing the proper installa-
tions from the deficient ones, and by calculating for each
curve the value of the R1 ratio.

Another parameter may be the difference of the displace-
ment X2 at the contact point of the sleeve B2 and the
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displacement X1 at the buckling point B1 compared to a
displacement range of the difference of the displacement X3
at the setpoint B3 and the displacement X0 at the pulling
start point B0. For example, the parameter range can be
between 38 and 57%, as indicated by the equation {3}.

The values of the range can be diflerent depending on the
tooling used for the installation, for example, between 35
and 60% when the installation 1s performed by a robot.

Another parameter can be the difference in distance
between the displacement X2 at the contact point of the
sleeve B2 and the displacement X1 at the buckling point B1,
depending on the expected diameter of the bulb. The dis-
placement X1-X2 1s representative of the reduction in length
of the blind-side of the sleeve, linked to the screw by the
engaged threads, and indirectly the diameter of the bulb
formed. Indeed, 11 the expected bulb 1s, for example, equal
to 1.5 times the diameter of the drill hole, then the theoretical
geometric length reduction 1s equal to twice the formed bulb
radius, minus the drill hole radius, as indicated by equation
Ny

For example, for an 32" (6.32 mm) diameter OPTIB-
LIND™ blind fastener intended to be installed 1n a 6.35 mm
drill hole, the difference 1n screw displacement between the
contact point of the sleeve B2 and the buckling point B1
must be greater than 3.01 mm using equation {4}.

When this parameter 1s less than 3.01 mm, 1t means that
the bulb has not reached its optimum diameter, either
because the 1nstalled fastener has a lower clamping capacity
than the thickness of the structure, or because the sleeve has
not been able to deform for structural reasons, because the
hardness of the sleeve 1s higher than the expected level, for
example.

Another parameter can be to compare the difference 1n
tastener angular displacement between the contact point of
the screw S2 and the screwing start point S1 to a range of
tastener angular displacement, using measurements from the
angle sensor 322 without processing this measurement
through the processing device 334. The angular displace-
ment between S1 and S2 1s an alternative to measuring the
displacement between the pulling start point B0 and the
setpoint B3—also possible, but more accurate. The angular
displacement of the screw corresponds to a translational
displacement of the screw. An angular displacement outside
the expected range indicates that the screw has too much or
too little travel relative to the thickness to be clamped, and
therefore that the fastener 1s not adapted to the thickness to
be clamped. An example for an 342" diameter OPTIB-
LIND™ blind fastener is given by the equation {5}.

70% F22 <fPl<959; F55 {1}
R1=(F?°-F5/(X?°-X?%)>3 500 N/mm {2}
38%(X77-XPN<(XP* - XP1)<57%(XP>-XP%) {31
(XP2-XP1>95%(1.5xdrill hole diameter—diameter of

the drill hole) {4)
1,800°<4 4y srener 2—A fastener 1<2,850° {5}

Criterion No. 2—Sufhlicient Tension 1s Applied to the
SCrew

One parameter to check this criterion may be to compare
the torque C3 at the fracture point S3 to the expected torque
range. I the fracture of the gripper element occurs below the
lower limit of the range, the gripper element was probably
fractured through a combination of bending and twisting, for
example because the tooling was applied to the fastener 1n
a direction other than the normal direction for the fastener.
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A consequence may be that the tension applied 1n the screw
may not be the expected tension. If the fracture occurs above
the upper limit of the range, it may indicate a problem 1n the
installation tooling, or 1t may indicate that the shear groove
does not meet the defimition. An example of this parameter
is given by equation {6}.

Another parameter may be to compare the diflerence 1n
the fastener rotation angle between the fracture point S3 and
the contact point of the screw S2 to a range ol angles.
Alternatively, the angle diflerence can be converted to
displacement by multiplying the angle of rotation by the
pitch of the screw thread. Indeed, at point S2, the head 11 of
the screw normally abuts in or on the collar 22 of the
sleeve—depending on the shape of the head, countersunk or
protruding. The application of additional torque 1s not
intended to move the screw, which 1s physically translation-
ally prevented by the sleeve, but 1s intended to apply tension
in the screw, until the force becomes greater than the level
of force that the shear groove 12 can support. A displace-
ment above or below a certain level indicates an 1nstallation
problem or a fastening problem (material, shear groove etc.).
An example is given by equation {7}.

Another parameter can be to calculate the slope of the
torque-displacement signal between the fracture point S3
and the contact point of the screw S2 and compare 1t to a
range of values. This slope 1s primarily representative of the
clastic deformation of the screw. When the value of this
slope 1s outside the expected range, 1t may mean that the
screw has not deformed enough or has deformed too much
in the longitudinal direction X. For example, an insuil-
ciently formed bulb after the pulling step may still be
deformed by the rotation of the screw, but the screw will not
be stressed, and the slope will be below the lower limit of the
range. An example is given by equation {8}.

Another parameter can be to compare the diflerence
between the torque at the fracture point S3 and the average
torque between the screw start point S1 and the contact point
of the screw S2 to the expected force range. This parameter
1s representative of the frictional torque between the screw
and the sleeve. Excessive Iriction torques can mean that
much of the torque exerted on the screw 1s not used to apply
tension 1n the screw, which can result 1n insuflicient tension
in the screw. An example is given by equation {9}.

Another parameter, alternative to the previous one, can be
to compare the torque C2 at the contact point of the screw
S2, or the average torque between the screwing start point
S1 and the contact point of the screw S2, to a maximum
threshold torque value, or to a range of torque values. A
value below the lower limit may indicate the absence of a
braking device between the screw and the sleeve, which in
operation, may cause the screw to loosen. An example 1s
given by equation {10}.

For example, for an %432" diameter OPTIBLIND™ blind
fastener, these parameters may be:

6.5 Nm<C*3<8 Nm {6}
70°A prsrener 3~ Austener 2<240° 17}
5 Nm/mm<slope(S3-52)<30 Nm/mm {8}
5.8 Nm<C>?-Cveragetshiv2)<g Nm {9}
0.1 Nm<C**<2 Nm {10}

Optional Criterion No. 3—the Screw Head 1s 1n Contact
with Sleeve Head
The screw 10 of the OPTIBLIND™ fastener comprises a

countersunk or protruding head 11, of enlarged diameter
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relative to the diameter of the shaft 15, which, when 1nstalled
in or on the collar 22 of the sleeve, forms the fastener head.
For this type of fastener, it 1s necessary to check that the head
11 of the screw 1s 1n contact with the collar 22 of the sleeve.
These two elements being on the accessible side, the check-
ing can be done by means of a camera, or by an operator with
the use of a block once the fastener 1s 1nstalled.

It 1s also possible to measure the displacement of the
screw 10 on the clamping area between points S1 and S2 and
compare 1t to the displacement of the screw during the
pulling step between B0 and B3. Although intuitively the
two displacements should theoretically match 100%, a sta-
tistical analysis of these displacements can show that this
matching 1s only partial depending on the type of tooling
used. For example, for an 332" diameter OPTIBLIND™
blind fastener installed with a hand tool, the screw head 1s
in contact with the sleeve collar if the screw displacement
over the clamping area between S1 and S2 1s between 64%
and 90% of the screw displacement between points B0 and
B3 during the pulling step, as indicated by equation {11}:

6496(XB3—XBO)< (X5?—X51)<90%(XB3—X5O) 111}

For the same fastener installed with a robot using another
kinematics or installed using separate tools to apply the
pulling and torques, the head of the screw 1s in contact with
the collar of the sleeve if the displacement of the screw on
the clamping area between S1 and S2 is between 46% and
74% of the displacement of the screw between points B0 and
B3 during the pulling step.

Indeed, when the displacements are derived from conver-
sions of rotation angles of the drive shaft and/or rotation
angle of the fastener, when the tooling uses elastic means to
compensate the displacements of the different elements of
the tooling, the calculated displacements are not accurate
displacements, they are approximations. Furthermore, the
position of the screwing start point S1 may differ from the
actual screwing start point depending on the signal process-
ing and point detection algorithms used. The ranges indi-
cated therefore correspond to the correction ranges of the
above uncertainties.

Criterion No. 4 Optional—the Screw 1s Screwed into the
Sleeve without Rotation of the Sleeve.

The OPTIBLIND™ fastener 1s unique in that there are no
indentations or means of attachment using a tool on the front
face of the collar. During the screwing phase, the rotation of
the sleeve 1s prevented by the resistant friction generated
between the contact surfaces of the sleeve 20 and the
structure 200, the screw 11 being maintained 1n tension on
the accessible side of the structure. This phenomenon 1is
generally sufficient to prevent any rotation, except for
example 1f the fastener 1s installed 1n a too large diameter
drill hole, or if the bulb has not reached a sufficient diameter.

The fact that the driving portion breaks at the set force 1s
not in itself suthcient to establish that the sleeve did not
rotate during the screwing step and/or fracture point. A
rotation may mean that the bulb 1s not sufficiently pressed
against the rear face, or 1s pressed with some local contact
defects, which may induce a loss of pre-load of the structure
in operation. Conversely, a slight rotation 1s not necessarily
a sign of defective installation, as the residual preload in the
structure may be sufficient for the intended purpose.

I1 this criterion 1s used to control the installation of a blind
fastener, a first method for detecting a rotation of the sleeve
can be simply a visual one, for example a camera visualizing
one or more marks on the collar of the sleeve, placed on the
accessible side, during or after the installation. These marks
can be applied to the collar of the sleeve during manufacture.
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A second possible method 1s to calculate the derivative of
the torque-displacement curve on the fractured part between
points S2 and S3, and check that i1t 1s always positive.
Indeed, a negative derivative indicates an unexpected
decrease of the torque applied, which 1s a sign of rotation of
the sleeve. Such a parameter would thus comply with
equation {12}:

dY; (12}

> ()

dff¢f52,f¢f53

A preferred method 1s to calculate the derivative centered
on at least two values between points S2 and S3, and
preferably on at least five values, to avoid calculation errors
due to the sensitivity of the angle sensor 322 which can
induce locally false calculations.

Signal Processing

In the case of a “pull-torque” type blind fastener instal-
lation generating a signal covering both the pulling and
screwing phases of the core bolt, the processing of the
pulling and screwing signals may include three steps:

A step dividing the process into two phases, the first phase
corresponding to a pulling step leading to an increasing
evolution of the displacement X of the screw 10
between points B0 and B3, and a torquing step leading
to a decreasing evolution of the displacement X of the
screw 10 between points S1 and S3;

A step for processing the signals of the first phase, and

A processing step of the second phase.

Obviously, 1n the case of an installation of a fastener
installed through only pulling or only screwing, the separa-
tion of the two steps does not have to be made.

The step of processing signals from the first, or only,
pulling phase may include:

Applying an increasing monotonicity filter to eliminate
potential points where the X displacement might
decrease or stagnate,

A resampling 1n base space, for example every 0.01 mm.

Point B0 can be 1dentified when the pulling force exceeds
a certain threshold value, for example 200 N. This value 1s
indeed sufficient to filter the bearing forces of the tooling on
the collar of the sleeve.

Point B1 can be identified by studying the change in slope
of the force curve, for example by calculating the derivative
of curve portions 502 and 503, and then calculating the
difference between a left sliding average over N points and
a right sliding average over N points, where N 1s for example
5. Each of these averages generates a time delay whose
difference 1s a no-delay image of the rate of change of the
curve. A rolling average 1s then applied to filter out the
difference. Point B1 1s given at the zero-crossing of this
curve or at 1its minimum, 1f the zero-crossing does not exist.

Point B2 can be 1dentified by minimizing the slope of the
portion of curve 504 before reaching the set force and
intersecting this slope with the X-axis displacements. From
the set point B3, the last points of the curve are scanned, and

the slope of the line thus formed 1s calculated. The minimum

of this slope gives the point B2.
Point B3 can be 1dentified as the first overshoot of the set
force, for example set at 12,400 N for an OPTIBLIND™

fastener of %32" diameter.
The signal processing step of the second screwing phase

may 1nclude:
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Applying a decreasing monotonicity filter to eliminate
potential points where the X displacement of the screw
could grow or stagnate,

A resampling 1n base space, for example every 0.01 mm,

Dividing of the signal into a screwing zone between S1
and S2, represented by curve portion 505 on FIG. 5 and
a fracture zone between S2 and S3 represented by the
curve 506 on FIG. 3.

When the blind fastener 1s installed only by screwing, the
screw does not move 1n translation, only the tapped portion
ol the sleeve moves 1n the X direction towards the rear side
when the bulb 1s formed. This displacement can be measured
indirectly by measuring the angle of rotation imposed on the
screw and multiplying this angle by the thread pitch of the
screw. For example, a screw with a nominal thread size of
0.1900-32 as per AS8879 UNJF-3A, the thread has a pitch
01 0.79 mm. Theretfore, a 360° rotation of the screw indicates

that the tapping of the sleeve has moved 1n translation by
0.79 mm.

Point S1 can be identified by looking for the maximum
difference between the torque curve and a line through a
point S1,, . corresponding to the largest displacement of a
set of points defined as less than a minimum torque, and a
point S1, . ., corresponding to the smallest displacement of
a set of points defined as greater than a maximum torque.

The S2 point can be 1dentified by looking for the maxi-
mum of the diflerence between the torque curve and a line
passing through a S2, . point corresponding to the smallest
displacement of a set of points defined as being less than a
minimum torque, and a S2,, ~point corresponding to the
largest displacement of a set of points defined as being
greater than a maximum torque.

Point S3 can be 1dentified as the last torque reached before
the fracture point.

In the following description, several examples of defec-
tive fastener 100 installations are shown. Table 1 gives a
summary ol the results for the twelve parameters used 1n
seven examples. A parameter meeting the criterion 1s noted
as “OK”, a parameter not meeting the criterion 1s noted as
“NOK™.

In some cases of pull-and-screw fastener installations, the
process allows you to determine that the installation 1s
defective as soon as the pull step 1s completed. When the
analysis 1s performed in real time, 1t 15 not necessary to
screw the screw 1nto the sleeve. It 1s more interesting for a
user to remove the screw by means of the gripping element
and then remove the partially deformed sleeve and proceed
to a new 1nstallation with another fastener. When the analy-
s1s 1s performed after installation, 1t 1s not necessary to
process the signal from the screwing stage.

Example 1

In this example, a blind fastener 100 with a diameter of
542" (6.32 mm) and a mimimum grip capacity of 12.50 mm
1s 1nstalled 1n a structure with a 6.35 mm drill hole and a
thickness of 11.90 mm. In this example, which represents an
erroneous choice of fastener length—Tar too long relative to
the thickness of the structure—FIG. 6 shows that the sleeve
has deformed incompletely, and has a formed an umbrella
shape, 1.¢., only a small annular portion 1s effectively pressed
against the rear face, with the edges of the bulb raised.

The choice of a fastener that 1s too long 1s detected by the
parameter in equation {5}, which is greater than the upper
limit of the expected force range, because the installation
required the screw 10 to be screwed 1nto the sleeve 20 over
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an angular range that 1s much greater than the angular range
of a fastener of correct length.

Example 2

In this example, an 842" (6.32 mm) diameter blind fastener
with a maximum grip capacity of 11.31 mm 1s 1nstalled 1n a
structure with a 6.35 mm drill hole and 11.90 mm thickness.
In this example, which represents an erroneous choice of
fastener length—{far too short for the thickness of the
structure, FI1G. 7 1s a photograph of the sleeve formed on the
blind side during this installation, showing that the sleeve
has deformed into a small diameter bulb.

Two defects were detected during the pulling step, notably
the parameter {4} relating to the external diameter of the
bulb: the calculated value 1s lower than the expected value,
which represents a defect linked to the choice of a fastener
that 1s too short relative to the thickness of the structure to
be clamped, having a deformable eflective length of the
sleeve that 1s msuflicient for this thickness.

Since two parameters only use characteristic points of the
pulling step, 1t would have been possible to stop the 1nstal-
lation without calculating the other parameters.

Examples 3 and 4

In these examples, a blind fastener with a diameter of 832"
(6.32 mm) and a grip capacity of 10.91 to 12.90 mm 1s
installed 1n a structure with a 942" (7.14 mm) drill hole, 1.e.,
larger than the fastener diameter, with a thickness of 11.90
mm. FIGS. 8 and 9 are photographs of the sleeve formed on
the blind side during these two installations, showing in one
image that the sleeve deformed into an umbrella shape and
in the second 1mage 1t formed a barrel shape, 1.e., only a
slight deformation of the sleeve occurred during the pulling
step.

The deformation of the sleeve during the installation of a
fastener 1n an oversized drill hole 1s unstable, probably due
to a lack of bearing of the bulb on the blind face of the
structure and/or a lack of coaxiality between the fastener
axis and the drill hole axis. Thus, depending on the extent of
the defect, the parameters for detecting a defective installa-
tion are not all the same.

However, we note that in both examples, the buckling
force FB' 1s well above the expected force range of the
parameter {1}.

Several parameters using only characteristic points of the
pulling step indicate a defective installation. It would have

been feasible to stop the installation without the need to
calculate the other parameters.

Example 5

In this example, a blind fastener with a diameter of 332"
(6.32 mm) and a grip capacity of 10.91 mm to 12.90 mm 1s
installed 1n a structure with a 32" (6.35 mm) drill hole, a
thickness of 12.90 mm, and a slope of 10° on the rear side,
1.e., greater than the recommended slope for installing
tastener 100. FIG. 10 1s a photograph of the sleeve formed
on the blind side during this installation.

In this test, the slope led to defects in the formation of the
bulb, which were 1dentified by the parameters in equations
{21 to {5}. It is also noted that the parameter in equation {9}
relating to the tension applied in the screw 1s below the
lower limit of the expected force range, presumably due to
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friction of the screw i the sleeve due to the sloping
deformation of the bulb, which also rubs on the shaft 15 of
the screw 10.

Example 6

In this example, a blind fastener with a diameter of 342"
(6.32 mm) and a grip capacity of 10.91 mm to 12.90 mm 1s
installed 1n a structure with an 832" (6.35 mm) drill hole and
a thickness of 12.90 mm, without bringing the collar 22 of
the sleeve into contact with the countersink in the structure.
It 1s therefore a defective installation. FIG. 11 1s a photo-
graph of the sleeve formed on the blind side during this
installation, at a distance from the rear side.

Detfects were detected during pulling step indicating a
bulb formation defect. A characteristic defect of a lack of
bearing of the bulb on the rear face 1s also indicated by
equation {12}, showing a rotation of the sleeve during the
screwing step, an axial play existing between the ends of the
sleeve 20 and the front 210a and rear 2206 faces of the
structure.

Example 7

In this example, a blind fastener with a diameter of 842"
(6.32 mm) and a grip capacity of 10.91 mm to 12.90 mm 1s
installed 1n a structure with a %32" (6.35 mm) drill hole and
a thickness of 10.91 mm, without securing the head of the
sleeve 1to the structure’s countersink. It 1s therefore a
defective installation. FIG. 12 1s a photograph of the sleeve
formed on the blind face during this installation, also at a
distance from the rear face. During this installation, the head
11 of the screw could not be secured 1n the collar 22 of the
sleeve, without breaking the gripping element 13.

Many parameters indicate a defective installation, relating,
to defects 1n the shape of the bulb, the tension applied 1n the
screw, the rotation of the sleeve and of course, a lack of
tension applied in the screw.

Table 1 below shows the results of the above examples:

TABLE 1

18

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. A method for controlling the quality of installation of
a blind fastener comprising a sleeve and a core bolt, the blind
fastener being inserted into a pre-drilled bore hole 1 a

Criterion

Properly
shaped bulb

Tensions
applied n
the screw

Screw head
contact with
sleeve collar
screwing the

screw 1nto the
sleeve 1s
performed
without
rotation of
the sleeve

Equation

1}
12

3}
141
15

16}
U}

18
19}
10}
U1}

2]

Parameter

(FBS_FEE)/O(BS_XBE) =
3,500 N/mm
38% (X53-X59) <
(XBE_XBI) <
57% (X53-X59)
(XB2-XB1 > 3.01 mm
1,800° <A oner S2-
A pcrenerS1 < 2,850°
6.5 Nm < C>? < 8 Nm
707 < AfasrenerSS_

A fctenerS2 < 240°
5 Nm/mm < (C>3-C52)/
(X*3-X*?) < 30 Nm/mm
58 N]T.l < CSS_cAverage
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> structure, and then locally deformed by a tool that pulls or
torques the core bolt to deform the sleeve into a bulb on a
rear side of the structure until a driving portion of the core
bolt fractures indicating that the installation of the blind
fastener 1s complete, with at least one force-displacement
10 signal and a torque-angle signal having been generated
during the installation of the blind fastener, the checking
process comprising the following steps:
a) 1dentifying at least two notable points from at least one
5 signal, the at least two notable points having been
selected from: a pulling start point (B0) or a screwing
start point (S1); a buckling point of the sleeve (B1); a
contact point of the sleeve (B2) between the bulb and
the rear side of the structure or a contact point of the
0 core bolt (52) between the head of the core bolt and the
collar of the sleeve; and a force setpoint (B3) or a
fracture point (S3) of the driving portion of the core
bolt;
b) calculating at least one first parameter as a function of
55 at least one of the at least two notable points 1dentified
in step a), in order to check that the bulb 1s formed and
1s 1n contact with the rear side of the structure;
¢) calculating at least one second parameter as a function
of at least one of the at least two notable points
30 identified 1n step a) i order to check that a predefined
tension 1s applied in the core bolt once the blind
fastener has been installed:
d) for at least one of the first and second parameters,
comparing the at least one parameter with an associated
35 predefined condition that indicates a proper installation
of the fastener; and
producing a result signal that the installation 1s defective
if’ at least one result of the comparison does not meet
the predefined condition.
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2. The method according to claim 1 comprising an addi-
tional step of calculating at least a fourth parameter as a
function of at least one of the at least two notable points
identified 1n step a), to check that the sleeve has not rotated
while screwing the core bolt mnto the sleeve.

3. The method according to claim 2, whereby calculating
the fourth parameter includes calculating a derivative of a
torque-displacement curve between the fracture point (S3)
and the contact point of the core bolt (52) and checking a
sign of said dertvative.

4. The method according to claim 2, whereby calculating
the fourth parameter includes calculating a centered deriva-
tive of the torque-displacement curve between the fracture
point (S3) and the contact point of the core bolt (S2) over at
least two adjacent values and checking a sign of said
derivative.

5. The method according to claim 1, comprising an
additional step of calculating at least a third parameter, as a
function of at least one of the at least two notable points
identified 1n step a), to check that a head of the core bolt 1s
in contact with the collar of the sleeve.

6. The method according to claim 5, whereby calculating
the third parameter includes comparing a torque difference
between a torque at the contact point of the core bolt (52)
and a torque at the screwing start point (S1) with a percent-
age range ol a pulling force diflerence between the setpoint
force (B3) and the pulling start point force (B0).

7. The method according to claim 1, comprising filtering
at least one signal.

8. The method according to claim 7, whereby the filtering
comprises: at least one of applying an increasing monoto-
nicity filter to a force-displacement signal corresponding to
a pulling step of the core bolt, to eliminate potential points
where the displacement (X) might decrease or stagnate, or
applying a decreasing monotonicity filter to a force-dis-
placement signal corresponding to a screwing step of the
core bolt, to eliminate potential points where a displacement
(X) might decrease or stagnate; and resampling in base
space.

9. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the first parameter includes calculating the pulling force at
the buckling point (B1) relative to a percentage range of
pulling force at the setpoint (B3).
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10. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the first parameter includes calculating a ratio of the differ-
ence 1n pulling force between the contact point of the sleeve
(B2) and the force setpoint (B3) relative to a difference 1n
displacement between the contact point of the sleeve (B2)
and the force setpoint (B3), and comparing the ratio to a
minimum value.

11. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the first parameter includes calculating a ratio of a difference
in displacement between the contact point of the sleeve (B2)
and the buckling point (B1), and a displacement of the core
bolt between the pulling start pomnt (B0) and the force
setpoint (B3), and comparing the ratio to a range of per-
centages.

12. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the first parameter includes calculating a difference in dis-
placement between the contact point of the sleeve (B2) and
the buckling point (B1) and comparing 1t with a percentage
of a difference between an expected theoretical bulb diam-
cter and a theoretical diameter of the drill hole into which the
fastener 1s inserted.

13. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the second parameter includes comparing a pulling force at
the setpoint (B3), or a torque at the fracture point (S3), or a
torque at the contact point of the core bolt (82), with a
predefined range of values.

14. The method according to claim 1 whereby calculating
the second parameter includes comparing a ratio of a torque
difference and a displacement of the core bolt between the
fracture point (S3) and the contact point of the core bolt (S2)
with a predefined range of values.

15. The method according to claim 1, whereby calculating
the second parameter includes comparing a difference of a
rotation angle of the core bolt between the contact point of
the core bolt (S2) and the screwing start point (S1) with a
predefined value range.

16. The method according to claim 1 whereby calculating
the second parameter includes comparing a difference
between a torque at the fracture point (S3) and an average of
a torque between the contact points of the core bolt (82) and
the screwing start point (S1) with a predefined range of
values.
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