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the rod retaining structure blocking movement of a rod out
of the channel, and the releasing condition may be charac-
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1
FISHING ROD HOLDING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

Field

The present disclosure relates to fishing rod supports and
more particularly pertains to a new fishing rod holding
system which makes removal of the fishing rod from the
holder quicker and facilitates the setting of the hook 1n a
striking fish’s mouth.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present disclosure relates to a fishing
rod holder device for holding a fishing rod assembly having
a rod and a reel mounted on the rod. The holder device may
comprise a cradle for cradling a portion of the fishing rod,
and the cradle may be elongated with opposite ends and may
define a channel for receirving the portion of the rod. The
device may further comprise a saddle on the cradle and
being configured to engage a portion of the reel of the fishing,
rod assembly when the rod of the fishing rod assembly 1s
positioned in the cradle. The device may also comprise a rod
retaining structure on the cradle which 1s configured to
removably secure the rod of the fishing rod assembly 1n the
cradle. The rod retaining structure may have a blocking
condition and a releasing condition, with the blocking con-
dition being characterized by the rod retaining structure
blocking movement of a rod of the fishing rod assembly
positioned 1n the channel out of the channel, and the
releasing condition being characterized by the rod retaiming
structure permitting movement of a rod of the fishing rod
assembly positioned 1n the channel out of the channel.

In another aspect, the disclosure relates to a fishing rod
holder apparatus for mounting on a hull of the boat. The
apparatus may comprise a base mount device configured to
mount on the boat, with the base mount device being
clongated with an upper end and a lower end. The base
mount device may comprise a lower mount member for
mounting on the boat, and the lower mount member may be
located toward the lower end of the base mount. The base
mount device may further comprise an upper mount member
located toward the upper end of the base mount, and a
linking member linking the lower and upper mount members
together. The linking member may be connected to the lower
mount member with a lower joimnt structure and may be
connected to the upper mount member with an upper joint
structure. The rod holder apparatus may also comprise a
fishing rod holder device mounted on the base mount device
for holding a fishing rod assembly having a rod and a reel
mounted on the rod. The holder device may comprise a
cradle for cradling a portion of the fishuing rod, with the
cradle being elongated with opposite ends and defiming a
channel for receiving the portion of the rod. The cradle may
be mounted on the upper mount member of the base mount
device. The holder apparatus may comprise a saddle on the
cradle which 1s configured to engage a portion of the reel of
the fishing rod assembly when the rod of the fishing rod
assembly 1s positioned in the cradle. The holder apparatus
may also comprise a rod retaining structure on the cradle
which 1s configured to removably secure the rod of the
fishing rod assembly 1n the cradle. The rod retaining struc-
ture may have a blocking condition and a releasing condi-
tion. The blocking condition may be characterized by the rod
retaining structure blocking movement of a rod of the fishing,
rod assembly positioned 1n the channel out of the channel,
and the releasing condition being characterized by the rod
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retaining structure permitting movement of a rod of the
fishing rod assembly positioned in the channel out of the
channel.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, some of the
more important elements of the disclosure 1n order that the
detailed description thereof that follows may be better
understood, and in order that the present contribution to the
art may be better appreciated. There are additional elements
ol the disclosure that will be described hereinatter and which
will form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
or implementation in greater detail, it 1s to be understood
that the scope of the disclosure 1s not limited 1n 1ts appli-
cation to the details of construction and to the arrangements
of the components set forth in the following description or
illustrated 1n the drawings. The disclosure 1s capable of other
embodiments and implementations and is thus capable of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein are for the purpose of description and
should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the
conception, upon which this disclosure 1s based, may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures,
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes
of the present disclosure. It 1s important, therefore, that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc-
tions msofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope
of the present disclosure.

The advantages of the various embodiments of the present
disclosure, along with the various features of novelty that
characterize the disclosure, are disclosed in the following
descriptive matter and accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

The disclosure will be better understood and when con-
sideration 1s given to the drawings and the detailed descrip-
tion which follows. Such description makes reference to the
annexed drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic perspective view of a new {ishing
rod holding system according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic side view of the fishing rod
assembly and fishing rod holder apparatus of the system,
according to an 1illustrative embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic top view of the fishing rod holder
apparatus, according to an 1llustrative embodiment, showing
the securing fingers of the rod retaining structure in the
blocking position (in broken lines) and in the receiving
position (in solid lines).

FIG. 4 1s a schematic end view of the fishing rod holder
apparatus, according to an illustrative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference now to the drawings, and 1n particular to
FIGS. 1 through 4 thereof, a new fishing rod holding system
embodying the principles and concepts of the disclosed
subject matter will be described.

The use of fishing rod holders to support a ﬁshjng rod
assembly on a structure, such as the hull of a boat, 1s known,
and the use of multiple holders to support multiple fishing
rod assemblies on the boat hull simultaneously while fishing
can provide the greatest degree of “coverage” of the body of
water 1n which the boat 1s situated.

In such situations, the person fishing will wait until a *hit”
on the line of the fishing rod assembly 1s sensed, and then
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take hold of the rod assembly, remove the rod assembly from
the holder, and attempt to “set” the hook 1n the mouth of the
fish as quickly and as simultaneously as possible. Setting the
hook 1n the model for the fish typically requires moving the
fishing rod assembly away from the perceived location of

the fish to rapidly increase the tension 1n the fishing line in
a manner that causes the hook on the fishing line to snag on
the mouth of the fish before the fish can react to the
movement of the hook (such as by moving away from the
hook).

However, the applicant has recognized that the known
fishing rod holders tend to be less than optimum 1n these
situations, as those rod holders often require a movement or
movements of the fishing rod assembly to remove the rod
assembly from the holder that complicate, and may be
counterproductive to, the setting of the hook 1n the mouth of
the fish. Quite often, removal of the fishing rod assembly
from conventional rod holders requires movement of the rod
assembly toward or 1n the direction of the fish, and away
from the user of the fishing rod assembly, which can produce
slack 1n the fishing line that allows the fish to avoid
becoming snagged on the hook.

The applicant has developed a fishing rod holder device,
which may optionally be utilized 1n a larger fishing rod
assembly and system, which greatly improves upon the
known fishing rod holders by, for example, diminishing, 1
not eliminating, the need to make any movement of the
fishing rod assembly toward the fish when the user is
attempting to simultaneously remove the fishing rod assem-
bly from the fishing rod holder device and set the hook 1n the
mouth of the fish. For example, the user may be able to
dismount the fishing rod assembly from the holder device
without having to move the rod assembly forwardly, or in a
direction towards the tip of the rod, as such a movement can
make 1t more difficult to set the hook on a fish after a strike
on the hook. Instead, the user may be able to dismount the
fishing rod assembly from the holder device while moving
the rod assembly rearwardly, 1.e., 1n the direction towards the
handle of the rod, or at least in a direction lateral or
transverse to the length of the rod. Notably, forward move-
ment of the rod tends to create slack 1n the fishing line of the
fishing rod assembly which can be counterproductive to the
task of setting the hook on the fish, and therefore providing
a rod holder device that does not require forward rod
movement while dismounting the fishing rod i1s advanta-
geous.

In some applications, the fishing rod holder device may be
laterally tilted away from the direction that the fishing line
{ the fishing rod assembly 1s expected to drift (see, e.g.,
I1G. 1), and this tilt of the holder device may permit removal
{ the fishing rod assembly from the holder device in a
irection of movement that 1s completely opposite of the
irection 1n which the fishing line extends, further enhancing
the ability of the user to move the fishing rod (and connected
hook) 1n a direction that moves the rod and reel away from
the extension of the fishing line without any unnecessary
movements of the rod and reel 1n the direction of the fishing
line (and toward the hook and striking fish).

In a broad sense, the disclosure relates to a system 1 which
may include a boat 2 having a hull 3 with an upper perimeter
edge 4 of the hull. In some embodiments, the system 1 may
also encompass a fishing rod assembly 10 for use 1n catching
fish from a body of water. The fishing rod assembly 10 may
include a fishing rod 12 which is elongated with a handle end
14 and a tip end 15 at a location opposite of the handle end.
The fishing rod assembly 10 may further include a reel 16
mounted on the rod, and the reel may be configured to
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dispense and retract fishing line with respect to the rod 12.
Typically, a fish hook 1s located at the free end of the fishing
line, opposite of the portions of the fishing line positioned on
the reel 16. Illustratively, the reel 16 may include a reel
housing 18 which may close at least a portion of the reel
fishing line.

The disclosure may also relate to a fishing rod holder
apparatus 20, either in combination with other elements of
the system 1 or independently of those elements. The fishing
rod holder apparatus 20 may be mountable on the hull 3 of
the boat 2 for use. In greater detail, the rod holder apparatus
20 may include a base mount device 22 for mounting on the
boat 2, and typically on the upper perimeter edge 4 of the
home 3. Illustratively, the base mount device 22 may be
clongated with an upper end 24 and a lower end 25, and the
lower end 25 1s typically mounted on the perimeter edge 4
of the hull and mount device 22 generally extends upwardly
or outwardly from the edge 4 so that the upper end 24 is
located upwardly and/or outwardly from the edge 4.

The base mount device 22 may include a lower mount
member 26 for mounting on a supporting structure, such as
the upper perimeter edge 4 of the boat, and the lower mount
member 26 may be located toward the lower end 25 of the
base mount 22. The base mount device 22 may further
include an upper mount member 28 located toward the upper
end 24 of the base mount 22. The base mount device 22 may
also include a linking member 30 which links the lower 26
and upper 28 mount members together. The linking member
30 may be connected to the lower mount member 26 with a
lower joint structure 32, and may be connected to the upper
mount member 28 with an upper joint structure 34. In some
embodiments, the joint structure may permit iree rotation of
one element with respect to the other element, while pre-
venting translation of the elements with respect to each other
in any direction. In the 1llustrative embodiments, each of the
joint structures may comprise a ball and socket joint struc-
ture. For example, a socket 36 of the respective ball joint
structure may be mounted on the linking member 30 and a
ball 38 of the ball joint structure may be mounted on a
respective one of the mount members.

The disclosure will further relate to a fishing rod holder
device 40 for holding the fishing rod assembly 10, and the
rod holder device 40 may be utilized with, or independent of,
other elements of the system 1ncluding the fishing rod holder
apparatus 20. The rod holder device 40 may include a cradle
42 for cradling a portion of the fishing rod, such as a portion
of the rod close to and sometimes 1including the handle end
14 of the rod 12.

In general, the cradle 42 may be elongated with opposite
ends 44, 45, including an mboard end 44 and an outboard
end 45. The inboard end 44 may be oriented toward the user
(or toward the interior of the boat) and the outboard end may
be oriented away from the user (or away from the interior of
the boat). The cradle 42 may define a channel 46 for
receiving the portion of the rod, and the cradle may have a
channel top opening 48 to permit the rod portion to be
moved through the channel top opening into the channel 46,
as well as of the channel. The channel 46 may have channel
end openings 50, 52 located at respective opposite ends of
the cradle 42 such that portions of the rod are able to extend
through the ends 44, 45 and outwardly from the ends of the
cradle. The channel end openings may include an iboard
end opening 30 and an outboard end opening 352.

The cradle 42 of the rod holder device 40 may comprise
a cradle wall 54 which forms the channel 46 of the cradle,
and 1n some 1mplementations, the cradle wall 34 may be
substantially semi-cylindrical 1n shape. The cradle wall 54
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may comprise a pair of side wall portions 56, 58 which are
positioned on opposite sides of the channel 46, and the side
wall portions may extend between the opposite ends 44, 45
of the cradle. Each of the side wall portions 56, 58 may have
an upper edge 60. The upper edges 60 of the side wall
portions may be oriented substantially parallel to each other,
and may define an edge plane. A major portion of the side
wall portions 56, 58 may be oriented substantially perpen-
dicular to the edge plane. A saddle section 62 of each of the
upper edges 60 may be semi-circular in shape. The cradle 54
may also comprise a bottom wall portion 64 that extends
between the side wall portions 56, 58 and also between the
opposite ends 44, 45 of the cradle. The bottom wall portion
64 may be substantially semi-cylindrical in shape to provide
greater engagement with substantially cylindrical outer sur-
tace of the rod 12 when the rod 1s located in the cradle.
Optionally, an opening 66 may be located in the bottom wall
portion 64 to accept or accommodate protrusions present on
some types of rods 12.

The cradle 42 may further include a cradle bracket 68
which 1s attached to the cradle wall 54, such as at a location
opposite of the channel top opening 48. The upper mount

member 28 of the fishing rod holder apparatus 20 may be
mounted on the cradle bracket 68 to support the cradle 46 of
the boat hull.

The fishing rod holder device 40 may further include a
saddle 70 for engaging a portion of the reel 16 of the fishing
rod assembly 10 when the rod 12 of the assembly 10 1s
positioned 1n the cradle 42. The saddle 70 may be formed on
the cradle 42, and may be located toward the outboard end
45 of the cradle. The saddle 70 may be formed by a pair of
saddle structures 72, 74, with each of the saddle structures
being mounted on one of the side wall portions 56, 58 of the
cradle wall 34.

In some embodiments, each of the saddle structures 72, 74
may comprise a saddle tlange 76 mounted on the upper edge
60 of one of the side wall portions 56, 58 of the channel. The
saddle flange 76 may be substantially arcuate 1n shape, and
may open upwardly away from the bottom wall portion 64
of the cradle wall 54. Each saddle flange 76 may extend
outwardly from the side wall portion on which 1t 1s mounted.
The saddle flange 76 may be at least partially positioned 1n
the semicircular saddle section 62 of the upper edge of the
side wall. The saddle flange 76 may have a shape which 1s
formed by a portion of a cylinder shape.

The fishing rod holder device 40 may also include a rod
retaiming structure 78 which 1s configured to removably
secure the rod 12 of the fishing rod assembly 10 1n the cradle
42. The rod retaining structure 78 may have a blocking
condition (see the broken lines in FIG. 3) and a releasing
condition (see the solid lines 1n FIG. 3). The blocking
condition of the rod retaining structure 78 may be charac-
terized by the retaining structure 78 blocking movement of
a rod 12 positioned in the channel out of the channel, such
as 1n a direction of movement perpendicular to the extent of
the bottom wall portion 64 of the cradle wall. The releasing
condition of the rod retaining structure 78 may be charac-
terized by the retaiming structure 78 permitting, or at least
not signmificantly impeding, movement of a rod 12 positioned
in the channel 46 out of the channel, such as 1n a movement
direction perpendicular to the bottom wall portion. The rod
retaining structure 78 may be mounted on the cradle 42, and
may be mounted on the side wall portions 56, 58 of the
cradle wall. The rod retraining structure 78 may be located
toward the iboard end 44 of the cradle, and may be located
between the saddle 70 and the mboard and.
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In some embodiments, the rod retaining structure 78 may
comprise securing lingers 80, 82 which are movable
between a blocking position corresponding to the blocking
condition of the rod retaining structure and a releasing
position corresponding to the retaiming condition of the rod
retaining structure. The blocking position of the fingers 80,
82 may be characterized by each of the securing fingers
extending mmwardly from a respective side wall portion 56,
58 of the channel 46 toward the other securing finger so that
a section of each of the securing fingers extends at least
partially across the channel of the cradle to resist movement
of the rod out of the channel of the cradle. The securing
fingers may comprise a pair ol securing fingers, although 1t
1s anticipated that fewer or more securing fingers may be
utilized. Each of the securing fingers 80, 82 may extend
approximately haltway across the channel 46. The releasing
position of the securing fingers may be characterized by
cach of the securing fingers extending substantially parallel
to, and 1n some cases alongside, the channel top opening 48
in order to permit movement of the rod 12 out of the channel
46. Each securing finger 80, 82 may be pivotally mounted on
one of the side wall portions to permit the respective fingers
to pivot between the blocking and releasing positions. Each
of the securing fingers 80, 82 may be movable or pivotable
in a movement plane such that movement of the securing
fingers between the blocking and releasing positions occurs
in the movement plane. The movement plane may be
oriented at an angle a with respect to the edge plane defined
by the upper edges 60 of the side wall portions 56, 58 of the
cradle wall. In some embodiments, the angle a may be an
oblique angle. The angle a may have a measurement 1n the
range of between 0 degrees and approximately 90 degrees,
and 1n some further embodiments the angle a may have a
measurement ol less than approximately 60 degrees. In
embodiments, the angle a may have a measurement in the
range ol between approximately 30 degrees and approxi-
mately 45 degrees.

The rod retaining structure 78 may also further include
biasing elements 84 which are configured to bias the secur-
ing fingers toward the blocking position, and may resist
movement of the fingers out of the blocking position wall
being capable of stopping movement of the fingers out of the
blocking position. In some embodiments, the biasing ele-
ments 84 may comprise tension springs, with each tension
spring being secured to the cradle 42 and a location on one
of the securing fingers 80, 82.

It should be appreciated that 1n the foregoing description
and appended claims, that the terms “substantially” and
“approximately,” when used to modily another term, mean
“for the most part” or “being largely but not wholly or
completely that which 1s specified” by the modified term.

It should also be appreciated from the foregoing descrip-
tion that, except when mutually exclusive, the features of the
vartous embodiments described herein may be combined
with features of other embodiments as desired while remain-
ing within the intended scope of the disclosure.

In this document, the terms “a” or “an” are used, as 1s
common 1n patent documents, to include one or more than
one, independent of any other instances or usages of “at least
one” or “one or more.” In this document, the term “or” 1s
used to refer to a nonexclusive or, such that “A or B”
includes “A but not B,” “B but not A,” and “A and B,” unless
otherwise indicated.

With respect to the above description then, 1t 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the disclosed embodiments and implementations, to
include variations in size, materials, shape, form, function
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and manner of operation, assembly and use, are deemed
readily apparent and obvious to one skilled 1n the art in light
of the foregoing disclosure, and all equivalent relationships
to those illustrated in the drawings and described 1n the
specification are intended to be encompassed by the present
disclosure.

Therefore, the foregoing 1s considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the disclosure. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the disclosed subject
matter to the exact construction and operation shown and
described, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to that fall within the scope of
the claims.

I claim:

1. A fishing rod holder device for holding a fishing rod
assembly having a rod and a reel mounted on the rod, the
holder device comprising;:

a cradle for cradling a portion of the fishing rod, the cradle

being elongated with opposite ends, the cradle defiming

a channel for receiving the portion of the rod, the

channel of the cradle being elongated along a channel

axis, the cradle being configured to cradle the portion
of the rod such that a length of the rod 1s oriented
substantially parallel to the channel axis and a direction
transverse to the length of the rod 1s substantially

perpendicular to the channel axis, the cradle having a

channel top opening extending from an inboard end

opening at an mboard end of the cradle to an outboard
end opening at an outboard end of the cradle;

a saddle on the cradle and being configured to engage a
portion of the reel of the fishing rod assembly when the
rod of the fishing rod assembly is positioned in the
cradle; and

a rod retaining structure mounted on the cradle and
configured to removably secure the rod of the fishing
rod assembly 1n the cradle, the rod retaining structure
having a blocking condition and a releasing condition,
the blocking condition being characterized by the rod
retaining structure blocking movement of a rod of the
fishing rod assembly positioned in the channel out of
the channel, the releasing condition being characterized
by the rod retaining structure permitting movement of
the rod of the fishing rod assembly positioned in the
channel out of the channel, the rod retaiming structure
being biased toward the blocking condition, the rod
retaining structure comprising:

a pair of securing fingers movable between a blocking
position corresponding to the blocking condition of
the rod retaining structure and a releasing position
corresponding to the releasing condition of the rod
retaining structure, the blocking position being char-
acterized by each of the securing fingers extending
inwardly from the respective side wall portion of the
channel toward the other securing finger so that a
section of each of the securing fingers extends at
least partially across the channel of the cradle to
resist movement of the rod out of the channel of the
cradle;

wherein the securing fingers move from the blocking
position to the releasing position in a movement
plane, the movement plane extending outwardly
from the channel top opening and toward the out-
board end such that the movement plane 1s inclined
toward the outboard end of the cradle and removal of
the rod of the fishing rod assembly 1includes move-
ment of the rod 1n a direction toward the inboard end
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of the cradle to cause the securing fingers to move in
the movement plane from the blocking position
toward the releasing position.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the cradle comprises a
cradle wall with two side wall portions on opposite sides of
the channel; and

wherein the saddle 1s formed by a pair of saddle struc-
tures, each of the saddle structures being mounted on
one of the side wall portions of the cradle wall.

3. The device of claim 1 wherein the saddle 1s located
toward one of the opposite ends of the cradle and the rod
retaining structure 1s located toward another one of the
opposite ends of the cradle.

4. The device of claim 2 wherein each of the saddle
structures comprises a saddle flange mounted on an upper
edge of one of the side wall portions of the channel.

5. The device of claim 4 wherein the reel of the fishing rod
assembly includes a reel housing; and

wherein the saddle flange 1s arcuate in shape to embrace
a portion of the reel housing of the reel.

6. The device of claim 4 wherein the saddle flange extends
outwardly from the side wall portion on which the saddle
flange 1s mounted.

7. The device of claim 3 wherein each of the saddle
flanges 1s at least partially positioned in a semicircular
section of the upper edge of the respective side wall.

8. The device of claim 1 wherein each of the securing
fingers extend approximately haltway across the channel.

9. The device of claim 1 wherein the cradle comprises a
cradle wall with two side wall portions on opposite sides of
the channel; and

wherein each securing finger 1s pivotally mounted on one
of the side wall portions to pivot between the blocking
and releasing positions.

10. The apparatus of claim 1 additionally comprising:

a base mount device configured to mount on the boat, the
base mount device being elongated with an upper end
and a lower end, the fishing rod holder device being
mounted on the base mount device, the base mount
device comprising:

a lower mount member for mounting on the boat, the
lower mount member being located toward the lower
end of the base mount;

an upper mount member located toward the upper end
of the base mount; and

a linking member linking the lower and upper mount
members together, the linking member being con-
nected to the lower mount member with a lower joint
structure and being connected to the upper mount
member with an upper joint structure; and

wherein the cradle of the fishing rod holder device 1s
mounted on the upper mount member of the base
mount device;

wherein each of the joint structures comprises a ball and
socket joint structure.

11. The device of claim 1 wherein the rod retaining
structure additionally comprises biasing elements config-
ured to bias the securing fingers toward the blocking posi-
tion and resist movement of the fingers out of the blocking
position.

12. The device of claim 1 wherein the releasing position
of the securing fingers 1s characterized by each of the
securing fingers extending substantially parallel to and
alongside a channel top opeming of the cradle to permait
movement of the rod out of the channel.
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13. The device of claim 1 wherein each securing finger 1s
pivotally mounted on opposite sides of the cradle to pivot
between the blocking and releasing positions.

14. The device of claaim 1 wherein the rod retaining
structure 1s spaced from the mnboard end and spaced from the
outboard end in the direction of the channel axis, the rod
retaining structure being located on the cradle toward the
inboard end of the cradle between the saddle and the inboard
end.

15. The device of claim 14 wherein the channel top
opening 1s open irom the rod retaining structure to the
inboard end opeming and the channel top opening 1s open

from the rod retaining structure across the saddle to the
outboard end opening.
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