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OPTICAL FIBER COUPLER HAVING
HYBRID TAPERED WAVEGUIDLE
SEGMENTS AND METAMATERIAL
SEGMENTS

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to optical couplers used
with optical fibers and more specifically to optical couplers
that use tapered waveguides.

Description of Related Art

Many communication systems utilize light to transmit
data in order to increase transmission speed and bandwidth.
For purposes herein the term “light” includes all forms of
clectromagnetic radiation including that within the human-
visible wavelengths and outside such wavelengths.

In order to perform light transmission, optical fibers are
made of materials that have high internal reflectivity such as
glass, plastic, etc. Such optical fibers are often connected to
clectronic circuitry that can discern the data within the light.
Optical couplers are commonly used to physically connect
the circuitry with the optical fibers. For example, light waves
within waveguides can have many modes including trans-
verse electromagnetic (TEM) modes, transverse electric
(TE) modes, transverse magnetic (1M) modes, etc. Some
optical fibers can transmit light waves of many modes
(multi-mode fibers) while other optical fibers can transmait
only a single mode (single-mode fibers).

One 1ssue that sometimes arises relates to the alignment of
the optical fibers with the coupler. Some couplers have
physical alignment mechanisms (V-grooves, etc.), while
others require manual alignment. Indeed, what 1s desirable 1s
for the entire light transmission system to have very high
internal reflection so that all of, or the majority of, the light
that 1s input 1nto the optical fiber reaches the circuitry; with
the goal being total internal reflection (TIR) within the
components transmitting the light. An optical fiber that 1s
properly aligned with the coupler 1s more eflicient at trans-
mitting the light to the circuitry; and 1t 1s, therefore, desirable
for the coupler to accommodate some misalignment.

SUMMARY

Coupler structures herein include, among other compo-
nents a substrate (e.g., silicon), a lower msulator layer (e.g.,
buried oxide (BOX)) on the substrate and a first insulator
(e.g., a shallow trench isolation (STI) material, etc.) on the
lower insulator. The lower insulator 1s between the first
insulator and the substrate. A second insulator layer (e.g.,
undoped silicate glass (USG), etc.) 1s on the first msulator
layer.

This structure also includes first (e.g., lower) and second
(e.g., upper) waveguides. The waveguide 1s in the first
insulator layer and the coupler structure 1s i1n the second
insulator. The waveguide can be formed of any appropriate
material, such as silicon, aluminum nitride, etc.; and the
coupler structure also can be formed of any appropriate
material, such as silicon nitride, aluminum nitride, etc. Also,
at least a portion of the waveguide overlaps at least a portion
of the coupler structure to allow the light transier between
the waveguides.

The waveguide can at least partially be 1n segments in the
first insulator layer (“waveguide metamaterial segments™).
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2

The waveguide metamaterial segments are adjacent to, and
separated from, one another and aligned along a single line
(a “first line””). The second 1nsulator layer 1s also on these
waveguide metamaterial segments. The coupler structure
also can at least partially be 1n segments in the second
insulator layer (“coupler metamaterial segments™). The cou-
pler metamaterial segments are adjacent to, and separated
from, one another and also aligned along a single line (a
“second line™).

The first line and the second line are parallel and within
the same plane (e.g., an arbitrary reference plane) meaning
that the waveguide and coupler structures lie along the same
plane, are parallel to one another. The waveguide metama-
terial segments intersect that same plane and have multiple
first widths (where the width 1s 1n a direction perpendicular
to the plane). The coupler metamaterial segments also
intersect the same plane and have second widths (again, 1n
the direction perpendicular to the plane).

The first widths of the waveguide metamaterial segments
can have a first taper (change in width between adjacent
segments) along the first line. Sumilarly, the second widths
can have a second taper along the second line that 1s different
from the first taper of the first widths (at least along where
the waveguide overlaps the coupler structure).

Generally, the relationship between the first and second
tapers controls the amount of light transier (energy
exchange) between the waveguide and coupler structures by
matching mode indices of light within the waveguide and
the coupler structure. Specifically, the tapers change the
index of refraction. Therefore, the first and second tapers of
the first and coupler metamaterial segments can be designed
and positioned relative to one another to achieve many
different levels of light transfer (coupling efliciency)
between the optical fiber and waveguide for many different
modes.

For example, the second taper of the second widths along
the second line can be opposite (or the reverse of) the first
taper of the first widths along the first line. For example, the
first widths of the waveguide metamaterial segments may
increase where the second widths of the coupler metamate-
rial segments decrease (e.g., along the overlapping portion
of the waveguide and coupler structures) 1n, for example, a
transmission direction that 1s within the plane and parallel to
the first line and the second line.

Alternatively, the waveguide metamaterial segments may
lack taper (may all be the same width), while the second
widths of the coupler metamaterial segments can have
multiple tapers. For example, the second widths of the
coupler metamaterial segments 1ncrease to a central coupler
structure and then decrease from the central coupler struc-
ture (when comparing widths along the second line). In other
examples, the first widths of the waveguide metamaterial
segments can increase to a central waveguide and then
decrease from the central waveguide (when comparing
widths along the first line). In other options, the second taper
may decrease along the second line from the center of the
coupler structure to the ends of the coupler structure.

In other structures herein, one or more of the ends of the
waveguide can be a continuous, non-segmented structure. In
other embodiments, the spacing between the waveguide
metamaterial segments decreases as the waveguide meta-
material segments are closer to such a non-segmented struc-
ture. Similarly, one or more of the ends of the coupler
structure can be a continuous, non-segmented structure.
Here, the spacing between the coupler metamaterial seg-
ments can also decrease as the coupler metamaterial seg-
ments are closer to the non-segmented structure.
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Additionally, the substrate has a groove to receive a fiber
optic element that 1s bisected by the aforementioned plane
and that 1s parallel to the first and second lines. The groove
has a consistent shape in cross-section such as a V-shape, a
U-shape, a rectangular shape, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The embodiments herein will be better understood from
the following detailed description with reference to the
drawings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale and 1n
which:

FIGS. 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A are cross-sectional sche-

matic diagrams illustrating an optical coupler structure
according to embodiments herein;

FIGS. 1B, 2B, 3B, 4B, and 5B are cross-sectional sche-
matic diagrams 1illustrating an optical coupler structure
according to embodiments herein along line A-A shown 1n
FIGS. 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A;

FIGS. 1C, 2C, 3C, 4C, and 5C are top-view schematic

diagrams 1illustrating overlapping waveguide and coupler
structures according to embodiments herein along the ref-

erence plane shown in FIGS. 1B, 2B, 3B, 4B, and 5B;

FIGS. 1D, 2D, 3D, 4D, and 5D are top-view schematic
diagrams 1illustrating only the waveguide shown in FIGS.
1C, 2C, 3C, 4C, and 5C;

FIGS. 1E, 2E, 3E, 4E, and 5E are top-view schematic
diagrams 1illustrating only the coupler structure shown 1n
FIGS. 1C, 2C, 3C, 4C, and 5C;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are cross-sectional schematic diagrams

illustrating an optical coupler structure according to embodi-
ments herein along line A-A shown in FIGS. 1A, 2A, 3A,

4A, and 5A: and

FIG. 7 1s a schematic diagram illustrating an optical
coupler structure and circuitry according to embodiments
herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As mentioned above, an optical fiber that i1s properly
aligned with an optical coupler 1s more eflicient at transmit-
ting light to circuitry; and it 1s, therefore, desirable for the
coupler to accommodate some misalignment of the optical
fiber. The systems and methods herein address such 1ssues
by utilizing a metamaterial coupler (e.g., by tapering wave-
guide metamaterial segments 1n coordination with tapering
of adjacent metamaterial segments) so as to compensate for
light loss from the waveguide metamaterial segments that
may result from misalignment of optical fibers with cou-
plers.

More specifically, with the optical couplers described
herein, a groove 1s positioned on one side (that 1s arbitrarily
refer to as the “bottom™) of a waveguide having metamate-
rial segments, and a metamaterial coupler structure with
segments (elements) 1s positioned on the other side (that 1s
arbitrarily referred to as the “top”) of the waveguide, such
that the waveguide 1s between the bottom of the groove and
the metamaterial segments of the coupler.

The widths of the waveguide metamaterial segments are
tapered between segments that are too small to have accept-
able 1nternal reflection and segments that are too large to
have acceptable internal reflection. This tapering of the
waveguide metamaterial segments helps promote internal
reflection within the waveguide and adjusts the mode of the
light waves to match that used by the circuitry that will
process the light.
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The metamaterial segments are also tapered; however, the
tapering of the metamaterial segments 1s adjusted based
upon the tapering of the waveguide metamaterial segments
so as to tune/control the light transfer function of the
metamaterial segments. The tapering of the metamaterial
waveguide and the continuous waveguide (based on a non-
linear tapering function) minimizes the junction mode mis-
match of the waveguide metamaterial segments and the
metamaterial segments at different widths. Thus, the taper-
ing amount for Si1N, pure S1, and hybrid material utilizations
for the metamaterial waveguide and the continuous wave-
guide can be properly chosen to minimize mode mismatch.
That efliciently shortens the total length of the mode con-
verter without introducing additional perturbation to the
mode (which otherwise would contribute to the transmission
loss and internal reflection).

The S1N/S1 metamaterial taper itself engineers the eflec-
tive core mndex ol the metamaterial to be close to the core
index of the cladding of the waveguide so that the modes at
the fiber interface expand in dimension to tolerate larger
fabrication oflset (misalignment and dimensional bias of the
components of the coupler) and larger misalignment of the
optical fiber with the coupler, without additional loss. The
same benellt of compensating for larger fabrication oflset
and for larger misalignment of the optical fiber applies to the
whole tapering region as well, since the mode 1s expanded
during the propagation. Therefore, this benefits robustness
towards oflset and shorter v-groove for alignment require-
ments.

Therefore, for example, specific widths and spacings of
the waveguide metamaterial segments are highly effective at
transierring specific modes of the light. Thus, 1n the struc-
tures herein, the metamaterial segments reduce the effective
index of the mode and expand the mode to be less confined
within the core of higher refractive index. This reduces the
mode sensitivity to the core dimension and offset and
increases the mode tolerance to confinement variation. This
promotes transmission of the target mode 1nto the wave-
guide, robustly and ethciently, helping to accommodate
larger fabrication oflset and larger misalignment of the
optical fiber.

Generally, the relationship between the tapers of the
waveguide and metamaterial segments controls the amount
of light transfer (energy exchange) between the waveguide
and coupler structures by matching mode indices and mode
overlap of light within the waveguide and the coupler
structure. Specifically, the tapers change the index of refrac-
tion of the waveguides. Therelore, the first and second tapers
of the first and coupler metamaterial segments can be
designed and positioned relative to one another to achieve
many different levels of light transfer (coupling efliciency)
between the optical fiber and waveguide for many different
modes.

For example, the second taper of the second widths along,
the second line can be the opposite or the reverse of the first
taper of the first widths along the first line. Thus, the first
widths of the waveguide metamaterial segments may
increase where the second widths of the coupler metamate-
rial segments decrease (e.g., along the overlapping portion
of the waveguide and coupler structures) 1n, for example, a
transmission direction that 1s within the plane and parallel to
the first line and the second line.

Alternatively, the waveguide metamaterial segments may
lack taper (may all be the same width), while the second
widths of the coupler metamaterial segments can have
multiple tapers. For example, the second widths of the
coupler metamaterial segments 1ncrease to a central coupler
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structure and then decrease from the central coupler struc-
ture (when comparing widths along the second line). In other
examples, the first widths of the waveguide metamaterial
segments can increase to a central waveguide and then
decrease from the central waveguide (when comparing
widths along the first line). In other options, the second taper
may decrease along the second line from the center of the
coupler structure to the ends of the coupler structure.

In other structures herein, one or more of the ends of the
waveguide can be a continuous, non-segmented structure. In
other embodiments, the spacing between the waveguide
metamaterial segments decreases as the waveguide meta-
material segments are closer to such a non-segmented struc-
ture. Similarly, one or more of the ends of the coupler
structure can be a continuous, non-segmented structure.
Here, the spacing between the coupler metamaterial seg-
ments can also decrease as the coupler metamaterial seg-
ments are closer to the non-segmented structure.

A metamaterial 1s a matenial having a refractive index of
value which 1s substantially equal to or less than about 1.0.
Specifically, a metamaterial 1s a matenial that gains its
property from the structure of the material rather than
directly from 1ts composition. Metamaterial may be distin-
guished from composite materials based on the properties
that may be present in metamaterial. As noted below, the
metamaterial herein can be formed of silicon nitride, alu-
minum nitride, etc. A reduction 1n the critical internal angle
for TIR of light within the waveguide 1s achieved by placing
the metamaterial adjacent the waveguide. With the adjacent
metamaterial, more light can be retained by TIR within the
waveguide and directed/guided along the waveguide.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1A 1s a cross-
sectional schematic diagram 1llustrating an optical coupler
structure 100 according to embodiments herein, FIG. 1B 1s
also a cross-sectional schematic diagrams illustrating the
same optical coupler structure 100 along line A-A shown 1n
FIG. 1A, FIGS. 1C-1E are top-view schematic diagrams
illustrating waveguide 110 and metamaterial 116 structures
according to embodiments herein along the reference plane
shown 1n FIG. 1B. Also, FIG. 1A 1s a cross-section along the
plane shown 1n FIG. 1B.

FIGS. 1A-1B show that optical coupler structures 100
herein include, among other components a substrate 102
(e.g., silicon), a lower 1nsulator layer 106 (e.g., buried oxide
(BOX)) on the substrate 100 and a first insulator 120 (e.g.,
a shallow trench 1solation (STI) matenal, etc.) on the lower
insulator 106. The substrate 102 1s patterned to include
groove 104 1n which an optical fiber 122 can be positioned.
The lower isulator 106 1s between the first msulator 120
and the substrate 102. A first insulator layer 120 (e.g.,
undoped silicate glass (USG), etc.) 1s on the lower insulator
layer 106. A separator layer 112 1s on the first insulator layer
120.

This structure also includes a waveguide 108 and a
coupler structure 114 and such are illustrated more clearly 1n
1solated views shown in FIGS. 1C-1E. FIGS. 1A-1B show
that the waveguide 108 1s 1n the first insulator layer 120 and
the coupler structure 114 1s 1n a third insulator 118. The
waveguide 108 can be formed of any appropriate material,
such as silicon, aluminum nitride, etc.; and the coupler
structure 114 also can be formed of any appropriate material,
such as silicon nitride, aluminum nitride, etc. Also, as shown
in FIGS. 1A and 1C, at least a portion of the waveguide 108
overlaps at least a portion of the coupler structure 114.

FIGS. 1A-1C show that the waveguide 108 can at least
partially be 1n segments 110 in the first insulator layer 120
(“waveguide metamaterial segments™). FIGS. 1C-1D show
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that the waveguide metamaterial segments 110 are adjacent
to, and separated from, one another and aligned along a
single line (a “first line”). The first insulator layer 120 1s also
on these waveguide metamaterial segments 110. FIGS.
1A-1C show that the coupler structure 114 also can at least
partially be 1n segments in the first insulator layer 120
(“metamaterial segments 1167). FIGS. 1C and 1E show that
the metamaterial segments 116 are adjacent to, and separated
from, one another and also aligned along a single line (a
“second line™).

The first and second lines are parallel and within the same
plane (e.g., an arbitrary reference plane shown vertically in
FIG. 1B) meaning that the waveguide 108 and coupler
structure 114 lie along the same plane (vertical plane in the
drawings) and are parallel to one another. The waveguide
metamaterial segments 110 intersect that same plane and
have multiple first widths W1-W4 (where these widths
W1-W4 are 1n a direction perpendicular to the plane). The
metamaterial segments 116 also intersect that same vertical
plane and have second widths W11-W14 (again, i the
direction perpendicular to the plane).

The first widths W1-W4 of the waveguide metamaterial
segments 110 can have a first taper (where “taper” results
from a continuous change 1n width between adjacent seg-
ments) along the first line. Therefore, W2 1s wider than W1,
and W3 1s wider that W2 because the widths are (taper 1s)
increasing in that portion of the wavegmde metamaterial
segments 110, but W3 1s wider than W4 because the widths
are decreasing in that portion of the waveguide metamaterial
segments 110. Similarly, the second widths W11-W14 can
have a second taper along the second line that 1s different
from the first taper of the first widths W1-W4 (at least along
where the waveguide 108 overlaps the coupler structure
114). Therefore, W12 1s wider than W11 because the widths
(taper) are increasing in that portion of the metamaterial
segments 116, but W12 1s wider than W13, and W13 1s wider
than W14 because the widths are decreasing in that portion
of the metamaterial segments 116.

Generally, the relationship between the first and second
tapers controls the amount of light transier (energy
exchange) between the waveguide 108 and coupler structure
114 by matching mode indices of light within the waveguide
108 and the coupler structure 114. Specifically, the tapers
change the imndex of refraction of the waveguide 108. Here,
the 1mitial increasing taper (from input to output) of the
coupler structure 114 allows the coupler structure 114 to
initially acquire more light energy of one mode. The sub-
sequent decreasing taper of the coupler structure 114 1n
combination with the increasing taper of the waveguide 108
causes light energy to evanesce (escape) from the coupler
structure 114 and be received into the waveguide 108.
Theretfore, the relationship between the first and second
tapers ol the waveguide metamaterial segments 110 and the
coupler metamaterial segments 116 can be designed and
positioned relative to one another to achieve many different
levels of light transfer (coupling etliciency) between the
optical fiber 122 and the waveguide 108 for many difierent
modes. In other words, the amount (degree or abruptness) of
taper of the waveguide 108 and/or the coupler structure 114
(or whether taper 1s even present 1n one or both structures),
the length of overlapping portions of the waveguide 108 and
the coupler structure 114 that are tapered, the thickness of
the third insulator 118 between the waveguide 108 to the
coupler structure 114, etc., can all be adjusted. This allows
the relationship between the spacing and taper of the meta-
material portions of the waveguide 108 and the coupler
structure 114 to accommodate specific coupler structure
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requirements and balance coupler efliciencies against
accommodations for misalignment and manufacturing varia-
tions.

In structures herein, the first widths W1-W4 of the wave-
guide metamaterial segments 110 can i1ncrease to a central
waveguide and then decrease from the central waveguide
(when comparing widths along the first line). Similarly, the
second widths W11-W14 of the metamaterial segments 116
can 1ncrease to a central coupler structure and then decrease
from the central coupler structure (when comparing widths
W11-W14 along the second line). In other options, the
second taper may decrease along the second line from the
center of the coupler structure 114 to the ends of the coupler
structure 114.

In other examples, the second taper of the second widths
W11-W14 along the second line can be the opposite or the
reverse of the first taper of the first widths W1-W4 along the

first line. Thus, the first widths W1-W4 of the waveguide

metamaterial segments 110 may increase where the second
widths WI11-W14 of the metamaterial segments 116
decrease (e.g., along the overlapping portion of the wave-
guide 116 and coupler structures 114) 1n, for example, a
transmission direction. This transmission direction 1s within
the plane and parallel to the first line and the second line.

FIG. 1C illustrates that the vertical reference plane dis-
cussed above can be considered to have an “mput” end that
1s adjacent the optical fiber 122; and an “output™ end that 1s
opposite the input end. FIG. 1D illustrates that the (same, but
separately illustrated) waveguide 108 similarly has ends,
one of which 1s referred to herein as a “input” end that 1s
relatively closer to the input end of the plane; and an
“output” end that 1s relatively closer to the output end of the
plane. FIG. 1E 1illustrates that the (same, but separately
illustrated) coupler structure 114 also has ends, one of which
1s referred to as an “mnput” end relatively closer to the mput
end of the plane; and an “output” end that 1s relatively closer
to the output end of the plane.

Given such nomenclature, because the waveguide 108
and the coupler structure 114 may only partially overlap, the
input end of the coupler structure 114 may be closer to the
input end of the plane than the input end of the waveguide
108 1s to the mput end of the plane. Corresponding, the
output end of the waveguide 108 may be closer to the output
end of the plane than the output end of the coupler structure
114 1s to the output end of the plane. Thus, the waveguide
108 may only overlap the coupler structure 114 from the
input end of the wavegmide 108 to the output end of the
coupler structure 114.

Many different manufacturing processes could be utilized
to form of structure shown in FIGS. IA-IE. For example, a
s1licon-on-1nsulator (SOI) water could be supplied or manu-
tactured to supply the substrate 102 and lower insulator
layer 106. A matenial layer (e.g. silicon, aluminum nitride)
could be deposited on the lower msulators layer 106 and
then patterned to form the waveguide 108. The first insulator
layer 120 could then be formed (deposited, grown, etc.) on
the waveguide 108, and the separator player 112 could
similarly be deposited and pattern on the first insulator layer
120. Following this, a layer of additional matenal (e.g.,
silicon nitride, aluminum nitride) can be deposited on the
first msulator layer 120 and then patterned into the coupler
structure 114. The second 1nsulator layer 118 can be formed,
followed by various back-end-of-line (BEOL) containing
wiring connections for the various circuit elements. The
BEOL structures can be removed and replaced with an
insulator (e.g., thermal oxidization of silicon (TEOS)),
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recesses can be formed down to the substrate 102, and an
undercut can be performed to create the groove 104.

FIGS. 2A-2E show alternative optical couplers using the
same viewing angles as shown in FIGS. 1A-1E, where the
same c¢lements are 1dentified using the same numbers and a
redundant discussion of the same 1s avoided for brevity.
FIGS. 2A-2E show that alternatively all or a portion of the
waveguide metamaterial segments 110 may lack taper (may
all be the same width W23-W24), while the second widths
W11-W14 of the metamaterial segments 116 can have
multiple tapers. Thus, while W22 1s wider than W21 and
W23 1s wider than W22, from that point on W23 1s the same
width to the output end of the first line. In this example,
using a more abrupt and only increasing width taper for the
waveguide metamaterial segments 110, as 1s shown in FIGS.
2A-2E, helps the waveguide 108 maintain more of any
received light energy relative to the increasing and decreas-
ing taper waveguide metamaterial segments 110 shown 1n
FIGS. 1A-1E (at the expense of possible mode distinction).
In some embodiments, the spacing between the waveguide
metamaterial segments 110 can decrease as the waveguide
metamaterial segments 110 are closer to the output end of
the first line, as illustrated 1in FIGS. 2C-2D.

FIGS. 3A-3E show alternative optical couplers using the
same viewing angles as shown in FIGS. 1A-1E, where the
same elements are 1dentified using the same numbers and a
redundant discussion of the same 1s avoided for brevity. In
the structures shown 1n FIGS. 1A-1E, one or more of the
ends of the waveguide 108 can be a continuous, non-
segmented structure. In contrast, in the structures shown 1n
FIGS. 3A-3E, all of the waveguide 108 can be a continuous,
non-segmented structure. In this example, avoiding wave-
guide metamaterial segments 110, as 1s shown 1 FIGS.
3A-3E, also can promote the waveguide 108 maintaining
more of any received light energy relative to the increasing,
and decreasing taper waveguide metamaterial segments 110
shown 1 FIGS. 1A-1E (at the expense of possible mode
distinction). Therefore, as shown 1 FIGS. 3C-3D, the wave-
oguide 108 can be a continuous, non-segmented structure
with constantly increasing widths W31-W34.

FIGS. 4A-4E show alternative optical couplers using the
same viewing angles as shown i FIGS. 1A-1E, where the
same elements are 1dentified using the same numbers and a
redundant discussion of the same 1s avoided for brevity. In
the structures shown i FIGS. 4A-4E, all of the coupler
structure 114 can be a continuous, non-segmented structure.
Here, the widths W41, W42 increase from the mput end to
the midpoint of the coupler structure 114 and then decrease
W43, W44 when progressing from the midpoint to the
output end. In this example, using a non-segmented coupler
structure 114, as 1s shown 1n FIGS. 4A-4E, helps the coupler
structure acquire more light energy relative to the metama-
terial segments 116 shown 1n FIGS. 1A-1E (at the expense
ol possible mode distinction).

FIGS. SA-5E show alternative optical couplers using the
same viewing angles as shown i FIGS. 3A-3E, where the
same elements are 1dentified using the same numbers and a
redundant discussion of the same 1s avoided for brevity.
While FIGS. 3A-3E show the coupler structure 114 having
non-linear tapers, 1n the structures shown in FIGS. SA-SE,
the coupler structure 114 has increasing and decreasing
linear tapers and larger segments (e.g., that are longer 1n the
transmission direction from input end to output end along
the vertical reference plane). Therefore, the increasing
widths (e.g., W51 and W52) progress in equal width incre-
ments between adjacent metamaterial segments 116; and
similarly the decreasing widths (e.g., W53 and W54) prog-
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ress 1 equal width increments between adjacent metama-
terial segments 116. In this example, making coupler meta-
material segments 116 larger and/or more regularly
progressing 1n width, as 1s shown in FIGS. SA-5E, also can
promote the coupler structure acquiring more light energy
relative to the smaller, more progressively tapered metama-
terial segments 116 shown 1n FIGS. IA-IE (at the expense of
possible mode distinction).

FIGS. 1B, 2B, 3B, 4B, and 3B show that the groove 104
can have a V-shape. In contrast, FIG. 6A shows that the
groove 124 can have a rectangular shape, and FI1G. 6B shows
that the groove 134 can have a U-shape. These diflerent
groove shapes can help with proper physical placement and
alignment of the optical fiber 122.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic diagram illustrating such an optical
coupler structure 100 and circuitry 146. The optical fiber 122
1s shown 1n the groove 104 i FIG. 7. Additionally, the
coupler structure 100 transmits the light from the optical
fiber 122 into a waveguide 142 that transiers the light to the
light-processing circuitry 146 that i1s on the integrated circuit
device 144.

As used herein, “implantation processes” can take any
appropriate form (whether now known or developed 1n the
future) and can be, for example, 1on 1mplantation, etc.
Epitaxial growth occurs 1n a heated (and sometimes pres-
surized) environment that 1s rich with a gas of the material
that 1s to be grown.

When patterning any material herein, the material to be
patterned can be grown or deposited 1n any known manner
and a patterning layer (such as an organic photoresist) can be
formed over the matenal. The patterning layer (resist) can be
exposed to some pattern of light radiation (e.g., patterned
exposure, laser exposure, etc.) provided 1n a light exposure
pattern, and then the resist 1s developed using a chemical
agent. This process changes the physical characteristics of
the portion of the resist that was exposed to the light. Then
one portion of the resist can be rinsed ofl, leaving the other
portion of the resist to protect the material to be patterned
(which portion of the resist that i1s rinsed off depends upon
whether the resist 1s a negative resist (1lluminated portions
remain) or positive resist (1lluminated portions are rinsed
oil). A material removal process 1s then performed (e.g., wet
etching, anisotropic etching (orientation dependent etching),
plasma etching (reactive 1on etching (RIE), etc.)) to remove
the unprotected portions of the material below the resist to
be patterned. The resist 1s subsequently removed to leave the
underlying material patterned according to the light expo-
sure pattern (or a negative image thereot).

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not mtended to be
limiting of the foregoing. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
Furthermore, as used herein, terms such as “right”, “leit”,
“vertical”, “horizontal”, “top”, “bottom”, “upper”, “lower”,
“under”, “below™, “underlying”, “over”, “overlying™, “par-
allel”, “perpendicular”, etc., are intended to describe relative
locations as they are oriented and 1illustrated in the drawings
(unless otherwise 1ndicated) and terms such as “touching”,
“in direct contact”, “abutting”, “directly adjacent to”,
“immediately adjacent to”, etc., are intended to imndicate that
at least one element physically contacts another element
(without other elements separating the described elements).
The term “laterally” 1s used herein to describe the relative
locations of elements and, more particularly, to indicate that
an element 1s positioned to the side of another element as
opposed to above or below the other element, as those
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clements are oriented and illustrated in the drawings. For
example, an element that 1s positioned laterally adjacent to
another element will be beside the other element, an element
that 1s positioned laterally immediately adjacent to another
clement will be directly beside the other element, and an
clement that laterally surrounds another element will be
adjacent to and border the outer sidewalls of the other
clement.

Each respective figure, in addition to illustrating methods
of and functionality of the present embodiments at various
stages, also 1llustrates the logic of the method as 1mple-
mented, 1n whole or 1n part, by one or more devices and
structures. Such devices and structures are configured to
(1.e., include one or more components, such as resistors,
capacitors, transistors and the like that are connected to
cnable the performing of a process) implement the method
described above. In other words, one or more computer
hardware devices can be created that are configured to
implement the method and processes described herein with
reference to the figures and their corresponding descriptions.

Embodiments herein may be used in a variety of elec-
tronic applications, including but not limited to advanced
sensors, memory/data storage, semiconductors, micropro-
cessors and other applications. A resulting device and struc-
ture, such as an itegrated circuit (IC) chip can be distributed
by the fabricator in raw wafer form (that 1s, as a single water
that has multiple unpackaged chips), as a bare die, or 1n a
packaged form. In the latter case the chip 1s mounted 1n a
single chip package (such as a plastic carrier, with leads that
are athxed to a motherboard or other higher level carrier) or
in a multichip package (such as a ceramic carrier that has
either or both surface interconnections or buried intercon-
nections). In any case the chip 1s then integrated with other
chips, discrete circuit elements, and/or other signal process-
ing devices as part of either
(a) an mtermediate product, such as a motherboard, or (b) an
end product. The end product can be any product that
includes integrated circuit chips, ranging from toys and
other low-end applications to advanced computer products
having a display, a keyboard or other mput device, and a
central processor.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function 1n combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present embodiments has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but 1s not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the embodiments 1 the form disclosed.
Many modifications and variations will be apparent to those
of ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope
and spirit of the embodiments herein. The embodiments
were chosen and described 1n order to best explain the
principles of such, and the practical application, and to
enable others of ordinary skill 1n the art to understand the
various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.

While the foregoing has been described in detail 1n
connection with only a limited number of embodiments, 1t
should be readily understood that the embodiments herein
are not limited to such disclosure. Rather, the elements
herein can be modified to incorporate any number of varia-
tions, alterations, substitutions or equivalent arrangements
not heretofore described, but which are commensurate with
the spirit and scope herein. Additionally, while various
embodiments have been described, it 1s to be understood that
aspects heremn may be included by only some of the
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described embodiments. Accordingly, the claims below are
not to be seen as limited by the foregoing description. A
reference to an element 1n the singular 1s not intended to
mean “one and only one” unless specifically stated, but
rather “one or more.” All structural and functional equiva-
lents to the elements of the various embodiments described
throughout this disclosure that are known or later, come to
be known, to those of ordinary skill 1n the art are expressly
incorporated herein by reference and intended to be encom-
passed by this disclosure. It 1s therefore to be understood that
changes may be made 1n the particular embodiments dis-
closed which are within the scope of the foregoing as
outlined by the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An optical coupler structure comprising:

a waveguide 1n a {irst insulator and comprising waveguide
metamaterial segments separated from one another and
aligned along a first line;

a second insulator on the first msulator and the wave-
guide; and

a coupler structure 1n the second insulator aligned along
a second line,

wherein the first line and the second line are parallel and
within a plane,

wherein a portion of the waveguide overlaps a portion of
the coupler structure,

wherein the waveguide metamaterial segments intersect
the plane and have first widths 1n a direction perpen-
dicular to the plane, and the first widths have a first
taper along the first line,

wherein the coupler structure has a second taper along the
second line, and

wherein the first taper 1s different from the second taper
where the waveguide overlaps the coupler structure.

2. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,
wherein along an overlapping portion of the waveguide and
the coupler structure in a transmission direction within the
plane and parallel to the second line, the coupler structure
first 1increases and then decreases 1n width.

3. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,
wherein along the second line the coupler structure increases
in width to a central coupler structure and decreases 1n width
from the central coupler structure.

4. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,
turther comprising;:

a lower insulator layer contacting the first insulator; and

a substrate contacting the lower insulator layer,

wherein the lower insulator layer 1s between the first
insulator and the substrate,

wherein the substrate has a groove bisected by the plane
and parallel to the first line and the second line, and

wherein the groove has a shape in cross-section compris-
ing one of: a V-shape, a U-shape, and a rectangular
shape.

5. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,
wherein the coupler structure comprises a continuous, non-
segmented structure.

6. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,

wherein the plane has an input end and an output end
opposite one another,

wherein the waveguide has an iput end relatively closer
to the mput end of the plane and an output end
relatively closer to the output end of the plane,

wherein the coupler structure has an mnput end relatively
closer to an input end of the plane and an output end
relatively closer to the output end of the plane,
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wherein the mput end of the coupler structure 1s closer to
the mput end of the plane than the iput end of the
waveguide 1s to the input end of the plane,

wherein the output end of the waveguide 1s closer to the
output end of the plane than the output end of the
coupler structure 1s to the output end of the plane, and

wherein the waveguide overlaps the coupler structure
from the input end of the waveguide to the output end
of the coupler structure.

7. The optical coupler structure according to claim 1,
wherein the waveguide comprises one of silicon and alumi-
num nitride, and wherein the coupler structure comprises
one of silicon nitride and aluminum nitride.

8. A structure comprising:

a waveguide comprising a segmented portion comprising,
waveguide metamaterial segments separated from one
another, wherein the segmented portion has at least one
section that 1s tapered; and

a coupler structure, wherein at least the at least one
section of the segmented portion of the waveguide that
1s tapered and the coupler structure are overlapping.

9. The structure according to claim 8, wherein the coupler
structure first increases 1n width and then decreases in width.

10. The structure according to claim 8, wherein the
waveguide 1s aligned along a first line and the coupler
structure 1s aligned along a second line that 1s parallel to the
first line and wherein along the second line the coupler
structure increases 1 width to a central coupler structure and
decreases in width from the central coupler structure.

11. The structure according to claim 8, further compris-
ng:

a {irst insulator, wherein the waveguide 1s within the first

isulator and aligned along a first line;

a second insulator on the first insulator, wherein the
coupler structure i1s within the second insulator and
aligned along a second line parallel to the first line;

a lower isulator layer contacting the first insulator; and

a substrate contacting the lower insulator layer,

wherein the lower insulator layer 1s between the first
insulator and the substrate,

wherein the substrate has a groove bisected by the plane
and parallel to the first line and the second line, and

wherein the groove has a shape 1n cross-section compris-
ing one ol: a V-shape, a U-shape, and a rectangular
shape.

12. The structure according to claim 8, wherein the
coupler structure comprises a continuous, non-segmented
structure.

13. The structure according to claim 8,

wherein the segmented portion of the waveguide and the
coupler structure are parallel and vertically aligned
within a plane,

wherein the plane has an mmput end and an output end
opposite one another,

wherein the waveguide has an input end relatively closer
to the mput end of the plane and an output end
relatively closer to the output end of the plane,

wherein the coupler structure has an mput end relatively
closer to an input end of the plane and an output end
relatively closer to the output end of the plane,

wherein the mput end of the coupler structure 1s closer to
the mput end of the plane than the iput end of the
waveguide 1s to the input end of the plane,

wherein the output end of the waveguide 1s closer to the
output end of the plane than the output end of the
coupler structure 1s to the output end of the plane, and
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wherein the waveguide overlaps the coupler structure
from the mput end of the waveguide to the output end
of the coupler structure.

14. The structure according to claim 8, wherein the
waveguide comprises one of silicon and aluminum nitride,
and wherein the coupler structure comprises one of silicon
nitride and aluminum nitride.

15. A structure comprising:

a waveguide comprising a segmented portion comprising,
waveguide metamaterial segments separated from one
another and aligned along a first line, wherein at least
one section of the segmented portion 1s tapered
decreasing 1n width toward an end of an optical fiber;
and

a coupler structure aligned along a second line parallel to
the first line and adjacent to the end of the optical fiber,
wherein at least the at least one section of the seg-
mented portion of the waveguide that 1s tapered and the
coupler structure are overlapping.

16. The structure according to claim 14, wherein the
coupler structure first increases in width away from the end
of the optical fiber and then decreases 1n width.

17. The structure according to claim 14, wherein along the
second line the coupler structure increases i width to a

central coupler structure and decreases 1n width from the
central coupler structure.
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18. The structure according to claim 14, further compris-
ng:
a {irst insulator, wherein the waveguide 1s within the first
insulator;

a second 1nsulator on the first insulator, wherein the
coupler structure 1s within the second insulator;

a lower insulator layer contacting the first insulator; and
a substrate contacting the lower isulator layer,

wherein the lower insulator layer i1s between the first
insulator and the substrate,

wherein the substrate has a groove bisected by the plane
and parallel to the first line and the second line, and

wherein the groove has a shape 1n cross-section compris-
ing one ol: a V-shape, a U-shape, and a rectangular
shape.

19. The structure according to claim 14, wherein the
coupler structure comprises a continuous, non-segmented
structure.

20. The structure according to claim 14, wherein the
waveguide comprises one of silicon and aluminum nitride,
and wherein the coupler structure comprises one of silicon
nitride and aluminum nitride.
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