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(57) ABSTRACT

A system having a conveyor assembly, at least one scorch-
ing assembly, and a central controller. The conveyor assem-
bly has a conveyor that effects movement of at least one
board or panel relative to a movement axis. Each scorching
assembly has a combustion chamber, at least one burner, and
at least one processig unit. Each burner can be mounted to
the combustion chamber and at least partially received
within the combustion chamber. Each burner can be oriented
toward the conveyor. The at least one processing unit can be
communicatively coupled to the at least one burner and con-
figured to selectively control activation and operation of the
at least one burner. The central controller can be communi-
catively coupled to each processing unit of the at least one
scorching assembly and configured to receive a user mput
corresponding to a scorching profile for the at least one
board or panel.

23 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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DEVICES, SYSTEMS, AND METHODS FOR
SCORCHING BOARDS AND PANELS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and the benefit of the
filling date of U.S. Provisional Pat. Application No. 62/
729,731, filed Sep. 11, 2018, which 1s mcorporated herein
by reference 1n its entirety.

FIELD

This application relates generally to systems and methods
tor scorching boards and panels to produce desired aesthetic
appearances on the boards and panels. Optionally, the dis-
closed systems and methods can operate 1 an at least par-
tially automated manner.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, flamed wood aesthetics i boards and
panels are produced using a manual, time-consuming pro-
cess that 1s performed by hand-manipulation of a burner.
Such aesthetics cannot be reproduced etficiently—rather, a
worker must manually produce these aesthetics for each
respective board or panel. Consequently, no board or panel
has an 1dentical appearance, and it 1s difficult to produce
multiple boards or panels having a consistent overall look.
Additionally, given the manual nature of this process,
boards or panels are often charred or burned too heavily.
In these situations, the worker must attempt to re-work the
boards or panels to mask the charred/burned appearance,
creating additional mefficiency in the process. Further,
such conventional processes are typically limited to small,
solid-wood boards or panels. Large boards or panels are not
casily moved or accessed 1 a manual process, and engi-
neered woods are easier to burn through than solid woods,
creating a high nisk of burning through such boards or
panels. Still further, the manual scorching process 1s not
safe, requiring a worker to ensure that flames do not contact
supply hoses and other equipment.

SUMMARY

Described hereimn 1s a system comprising a conveyor
assembly, at least one scorching assembly, and a central con-
troller. The conveyor assembly can have a conveyor config-
ured to effect movement of at least one board or panel rela-
tive to a movement axis. Each scorching assembly can have
a combustion chamber, at least one burner, and at least one
processing unit. Each burner can be mounted to the combus-
tion chamber and at least partially received within the com-
bustion chamber. Each burner can be oriented toward the
conveyor. The at least one processing unit can be commu-
nicatively coupled to the at least one burner and configured
to selectively control activation and operation of the at least
one burner. The central controller can be communicatively
coupled to each processing unit of the at least one scorching
assembly and configured to receive a user mput correspond-
ing to a scorching profile for the at least one board or panel.

Methods of using the described system are also disclosed.
Optionally, the disclosed methods can comprise sequentially
scorching at least two boards using the same scorching pro-
file. Additionally, or alternatively, the disclosed methods can
optionally comprise scorching a first board or panel using a
first scorching profile and then scorching a second board or
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panel using a second scorching profile that 1s different than
the first scorching profiile.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects of the mvention will become
more apparent 1n the detailed description in which reference

1s made to the appended drawings wherem:
FIG. 1 1s a top schematic diagram of an exemplary system

as disclosed herem, depicting movement of scorching
assemblies relative to a conveyor assembly of the system.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram depicting exemplary com-
munication pathways within a system as disclosed herein.

FIG. 3 1s a partially transparent, side schematic diagram
depicting an exemplary scorching assembly as disclosed
herein.

FIG. 4 1s an mmage of an exemplary system as shown
herein, showing a conveyor assembly, a scorching assembly
having burners with air and propane inlet lines, a ventilation
assembly, and a frame.

FIGS. SA-SE are images depicting representative boards
or panels that have been scorched usmg the systems and
methods disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention can be understood more readily by
reference to the following detailed description, examples,
drawimgs, and claims, and their previous and following
description. However, before the present devices, systems,
and/or methods are disclosed and described, 1t 18 to be
understood that this mvention 1s not limited to the specific
devices, systems, and/or methods disclosed unless other-
wise specified, and, as such, can, of course, vary. It 1s also
to be understood that the terminology used herein 1s for the
purpose of describing particular aspects only and 1s not
intended to be limiting.

The following description of the mvention 1s provided as
an enabling teaching of the mvention 1n its best, currently
known embodiment. To this end, those skilled 1n the rele-
vant art will recognize and appreciate that many changes can
be made to the various aspects of the mvention described
herein, while still obtamning the beneficial results of the pre-
sent mvention. It will also be apparent that some of the
desired benefits of the present invention can be obtamed
by selecting some of the features of the present invention
without utilizing other features. Accordingly, those who
work 1n the art will recognize that many modifications and
adaptations to the present invention are possible and can
even be desirable 1n certain circumstances and are a part of
the present invention. Thus, the following description 1s pro-
vided as 1illustrative of the principles of the present invention
and not 1n limitation thereof.

As used throughout, the singular forms “a,” “an” and
“the” mclude plural referents unless the context clearly dic-
tates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference to “a burner”
or “a ventilation assembly” can mclude two or more such
burners or ventilation assemblies unless the context 1ndi-

cates otherwise.
Ranges can be expressed herein as from “about™ one pat-

ticular value, and/or to “about” another particular value.
When such a range 1s expressed, another aspect includes
from the one particular value and/or to the other particular
value. Stmilarly, when values are expressed as approxima-
tions, by use of the antecedent “about,” 1t will be understood
that the particular value forms another aspect. It will be
further understood that the endpoints of each of the ranges
are significant both 1n relation to the other endpoint, and
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independently of the other endpomnt. Optionally, 1n some
aspects, when values are approximated by use of the ante-
cedent “about” or “substantially,” 1t 1s contemplated that
values within up to 15%, up to 10%, or up to 5% (above
or below) of the particularly stated value or characteristic
can be mcluded within the scope of those aspects.

As used heren, the terms “optional” or “optionally” mean
that the subsequently described event or circumstance may
or may not occur, and that the description includes instances
where said event or circumstance occurs and instances
where 1t does not.

As used herein, the term “scorching” refers to the applica-
tion of one or more flames to a surface (such as, for example,
a surface of a board or panel) to achieve a scorched, tlamed,
burned, incinerated, and/or Shou-Sugi-Ban look or appear-
ance as 1s known 1n the art.

As used herein, the term “communicatively coupled”
refers to a condition 1n which two components are capable
of communicating with each other using any conventional
wired or wireless communication protocol, including, with-
out limitation, direct/cable connection, Wi-F1 connection,
Bluetooth® connection, and the like.

The word “or” as used herein means any one member of a
particular list and also includes any combination of mem-
bers of that list.

Described herein are systems and methods for scorching
boards or panels to produce a desired aesthetic appearance.
As further described herein, the disclosed systems and meth-
ods can aesthetically modity the boards or panels without
thermally modifymg the material (and mechanical proper-
ties) of the boards or panels. Additionally, as further
described herein, unlike conventional manual systems and
methods that are limited to use with solid wood, the dis-
closed systems and methods can be used with any material,
including synthetic, hybrid, or engineered woods, wood
composites, fiber cement boards, and the like. In use, 1t 18
contemplated that the disclosed systems and methods can
remove the human varniables associated with the conven-
tional processes of manually burning wood using a propane
torch (by hand). It 1s further contemplated that the disclosed
systems and methods can dramatically increase the produc-
tivity and etliciency of the scorching process while allowing
for the creation of either consistent or random tlamed
appearances or textures, which can be selectively applied
to materials used 1n flooring, siding, fencing, turniture, and
other products that are conventionally constructed of wood
or simulated wood. In particular, it 1s contemplated that the
disclosed systems and methods can efficiently produce
Shou-Sugi-Ban (and other similar) looks on boards and
panels so that they can be mass produced at lower costs
and with consistent looks. It 1s further contemplated that
the disclosed systems can store recipes that increase the
variety of available flamed looks while also minimizing or
eliminating the need to re-work boards and panels that are
charred or burned too heavily. In some embodiments, the
system can process boards and panels at about ten to about
twenty feet per minute, which can significantly increase out-
put over hand scorching methods.

Systems for Scorching Boards or Panels

Described heremn with reference to FIGS. 1-4 1s a system
tor scorching boards or panels, including, for example and
without Iimitation, boards or panels comprising solid wood,
engineered wood, hybrid wood, wood composites (e.g.,
wood-plastic composites), fiber cement board, and combi-
nations thereof. Followig scorching of the boards or panels
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as disclosed herein, 1t 1s contemplated that the boards or
panels can be used for floors, walls, roofs, furmiture, cabi-
nets, fences, moldings, and other architectural and building
materials. More generally, 1t 1s contemplated that the dis-
closed boards and panels can be used mn any application
where 1t may be desirable for the boards and panels to
have a scorched appearance as described herein. Images of
exemplary boards that have been scorched as disclosed

herein are provided in FIGS. SA-5E.

In exemplary aspects, the system 10 can comprise a con-
veyor assembly 20. In these aspects, the conveyor assembly
20 can comprise a conveyor 22 configured to effect move-
ment of at least one board 120 or panel relative to a move-
ment axis 12. The conveyor 22 can be operatively coupled
to a motor 26 (or other actuator) that 1s configured to selec-
tively effect movement of the conveyor relative to the move-
ment axis. In further aspects, the conveyor assembly 20 can
comprise a processing unit 24 that 1s communicatively
coupled to the motor 26 and configured to selectively con-
trol activation and operation of the motor (and, thus, the
movement of the conveyor 22). In use, the processing unit
24 can be configured to selectively adjust a conveyor speed
at which the conveyor 22 advances the at least one board or
panel relative to the movement axis 12. Optionally, 1t 15 con-
templated that the conveyor speed can range from about 10
to about 15 feet per minute; however, the use of other con-
veyor speeds 1s contemplated. In some embodiments, each
roller can comprise a sprocket, and a motor-driven chain can

engage each sprocket to turn each roller.
In additional aspects, the system 10 can comprise at least

one scorching assembly 30 (optionally, a plurality of scorch-
ing assemblies). In these aspects, each scorching assembly
30 can comprise a combustion chamber 32 having an outer
wall that defines an interior space. In further aspects, each
scorching assembly 30 can further comprise at least one bur-
ner 36 mounted to the combustion chamber 32 and at least
partially received within the interior space of the combus-
tion chamber (optionally, through at least one opening 1n a
top portion of the outer wall of the combustion chamber). In
these aspects, the at least one burner 36 can be oriented
toward the conveyor 22. In still further aspects, each scorch-
ing assembly can further comprise at least one processing
unit 38 communicatively coupled to the at least one burner
36. In some aspects, each burner 36 can have one or more
mput lines for receiwving air and a flammable gas such as
propane. In these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the at
least one processing unit can comprise or be communica-
tively coupled to an automated 1gnmitor and/or valves that
control the flow of air and gas through the respective mput
lines. In use, the at least one processing unit 38 can be con-
figured to selectively control activation (turning on and off)
and operation of the at least one burner 36. It 15 contem-
plated that the use of forced air within the combustion cham-
bers can enhance burning i a way not achievable with a
propane torch). In exemplary aspects, the at least one
scorching assembly can comprise a first scorching assembly
and a second scorching assembly as shown i FIGS. 1-2 and
4. In turther exemplary aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the
disclosed burners 36 can have sigmificantly higher thermal
outputs (BTU amounts) 1n comparison to hand-held torches.
For example, and without limitation, 1t 1s contemplated that
the thermal output of the disclosed burners 36 can be about
250,000 BTUs; however, 1t 1s contemplated that this output
can be selectively increased or decreased as desired.

In further exemplary aspects, the system 10 can comprise
a central controller 40. In these aspects, the central control-
ler 40 can be communicatively coupled to each processing
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unit 38 of the at least one scorching assembly 30. In these
aspects, each processing unit 38 of each scorching assembly
30 can be configured to selectively modify a rate or volume
of tuel or a rate or volume of air supplied to a corresponding
burner 36 of the scorching assembly 30. Additionally, or
alternatively, 1n other aspects, the central controller 40 can
be communicatively coupled to the processing unit 24 of the
conveyor assembly 20. In these aspects, the central control-
ler 40 can be configured to receive a user mput correspond-
ing to a selected conveyor speed. In further exemplary
aspects, the central controller 40 can be configured to
receive a user mput corresponding to a scorching profile
for the at least one board or panel. Each of human-machine
interface (HMI) “recipes,” settings, tool paths, etc. can dic-
tate the scorching profile provided by the system.

In exemplary aspects, the system 10 can comprise a {frame
16 that 1s configured to support the at least one scorching
assembly 30. Optionally, as shown 1 FIGS. 1 and 4, the
frame 16 can at least partially overlie the conveyor 22. In
further exemplary aspects, the frame 16 can define rails 18
to which the at least one scorching assembly 30 1s movably
coupled (optionally, through other portions of the frame) to
thereby permit lateral movement of the scorching assem-
blies as disclosed turther herein. Optionally, 1n further
aspects, an operative height ot each burner 36 of the at
least one scorching assembly 30 can be selectively adjusta-
ble. In these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that at least a portion
of the frame 16 to which the scorching assembly 30 1s
secured can have a selectively adjustable height, thereby
providing for adjustment of the operative height of the
scorching assembly 30. Such adjustment of the height of
the frame 16 can be accomplished using conventional man-
ual mechanisms, icluding telescopmg legs with locking
pms and the like. In further embodiments, the burners can
be positioned on threaded rods, and rotation of the threaded
rods can adjust the position of the burners with respect to the
boards/panels. In still further embodiments, the effect of
changing the burner height can be replicated by adjusting
the flame mmtensity via controlling the fuel and air to the
burners. Additionally, or alternatively, it 1s contemplated
that the frame 16 can be coupled to at least one hydraulic
cylinder (optionally, a plurality of hydraulic cylinders) or
other linear actuators (such as, for example, a ball screw or
worm gear screw assembly) that are configured to selec-
tively adjust vertical positioning of the frame (and, thus,
the scorching assembly). Optionally, 1t 18 contemplated
that the at least one hydraulic cylinder can be communica-
tively coupled to at least one corresponding processing unit
that 1s configured to control activation and operation of the
at least one hydraulic cylinder. In these aspects, 1t 18 contem-
plated that the processing unit(s) associated with the at least
one hydraulic cylinder can be communicatively coupled to
the central controller 40 to thereby permit central control of
the height of the at least one scorching assembly 30 (in

response to one or more mputs provided by a user or in -

order to achieve a particular scorching profile). Optionally,
the height of the at least one scorching assembly 30 can be

adjusted as a board passes thereunder on the conveyor 22.
In additional aspects, a position of at least one combustion

chamber 32 (optionally, each combustion chamber 32) of
the at least one scorching assembly 30 can be selectively
adjustable relative to a transverse axis 14 that 1s perpendicu-
lar or substantially perpendicular to the movement axis 12.
In these aspects, the combustion chamber 32 of at least one
scorching assembly 30 (optionally, each scorching assem-
bly) can be movably coupled to a portion of the frame 16
(optionally, rails 18) as discussed above. It 1s contemplated
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that the combustion chamber 32 of the at least one scorching
assembly (optionally, each scorching assembly) can be
operatively coupled to a linear actuator such as a hydraulic
cylinder, servo motor, a motor connected to a tie rod (1n the
manner of a power-steering rack i1n a car or other vehicle),
and the like that 1s configured to selectively effect move-
ment and/or oscillation of the scorching assembly relative
to the transverse axis 14. Optionally, servo motors can posi-
tion the scorching assemblies relative to the transverse axis
14. In turther embodiments, a tie rod on a cam can cyclically
adjust the position of the scorching assemblies relative to
the transverse axis 14. Optionally, 1t 1s contemplated that
cach linear actuator coupled to a scorching assembly can
be communicatively coupled to a corresponding processing
unit, which can be communicatively coupled to the central
controller 40 to permit central control of the lateral move-
ment of at least one scorching assembly. Although described
above as permitting selective movement of the at least one
scorching assembly 30 relative to the transverse axis 14, 1t 1s
contemplated that the at least one scorching assembly can
alternatively (or additionally) be configured for selective
movement relative to the movement axis 12. Optionally, n
exemplary aspects, when the at least one scorching assem-
bly comprises a plurality of scorching assemblies, 1t 18 con-
templated that the scorching assemblies can be spaced along
the movement axis 12. In use, 1t 1s contemplated that one or
more scorching assemblies 30 can be selectively moved
relative to one or more of the transverse axis 14 and the
movement axis 12 i accordance with a selected scorching
profile to produce a desired aesthetic effect on the at least
one board or panel. Optionally, each of the plurality of
scorching assemblies can be moved relative to each other,
vertically, relative to the transverse axis, and relative to the

movement axis.
Optionally, 1n exemplary aspects, at least one scorchmg

assembly 30 can further comprise at least one baille 34
within the interior space of the combustion chamber 32 of
the scorching assembly. In these aspects, the at least one
baflle 34 can be configured to control a directional path of
a flame produced by at least one burner 36 of the scorching
assembly 30. In use, 1t 1s contemplated that the at least one
battle 34 can cooperate with the combustion chamber 32 of
the corresponding scorching assembly 30 to limit spread of
the tlame relative to the movement axis 12. The baftles can
be curved steel shields or hoods that limit lateral flame
spread. Optionally, 1t 18 contemplated that a configuration
of the at least one baffle or diffuser within the combustion
chamber 32 can be selectively adjustable to control the dis-
tribution of the flame and/or limit flame spread. In some
embodiments, the baflles can comprise a primary set of
fixed baftles and an mnterchangeable set of secondary bafiles.

In further embodiments, the baflles can be pivotably adjus-
table to control the angle of the flame. For example, servo
motors can rotate the baflles to change the angle at which
the flame mmpinges on the board. In further embodiments,
opposing baffles can pivot toward or away from each other
to adjust the spread of the flame. One suitable example of a
gas burner having a diffuser that 1s recervable within a com-
bustion chamber as disclosed herein 1s the EZGas Pro™ gas
burner manufactured by Carlin Combustion Technology,
Inc. When bailles are provided, 1t 1s contemplated that the
baftles can have a customized, user-selected shape produced
by bending heat-resistant steel sheets to the selected shape
and then welding the heat-resistant steel into place within

the combustion chamber.
In further exemplary aspects, each burner 36 can com-
prise a respective nozzle that can be selectively removed




US 11,772,298 B1

7

and replaced with another nozzle (1.e., a nozzle having dif-
ferent dimensions or a different shape) to selectively modity
the shape and size/spread of the flame generated by the bur-
ner. In some aspects, the system can be programmed so that
an operator can select a nozzle type, and the system can
provide certain “recipes” comprising various defined para-
meters (e€.g., burner height, baftle angle, air/fuel delivery
rate, etc.) based on the select nozzle type. In certain embodi-
ments, based on the nozzle type, the operator can select
between certain “recipes” that are compatible with the
oiven nozzle.

In further exemplary aspects, the system 10 can comprise
at least one fan assembly 50 (optionally, a plurality of fan
assemblies) positioned vertically above the at least one
scorching assembly 30. In these aspects, the at least one
fan assembly 50 can be communicatively coupled to at
least one processing unit 52 that 1s configured to selectively
control operation of at least one fan assembly 50. It 15 con-
templated that the at least one processing unit 52 can be
communicatively coupled to the central controller 40,
thereby permitting central and/or automated control of the
activation and operation of the at least one fan assembly.
Optionally, 1n exemplary aspects, each fan assembly 50
can comprise a large mdustrial fan as 1s known 1n the art.
In use, 1t 1s contemplated that the at least one fan assembly
can help cool the system to prevent too much heat from
collecting overhead as disclosed herein. According to
some aspects, the burners can increase their air/fuel flow
when the fan 1s on to compensate for changes m airflow

over the boards.
In still further exemplary aspects, the system 10 can com-

prise a ventilation assembly 60. In these aspects, the ventila-
tion assembly can be communicatively coupled to a proces-
sing umt 62 that 1s configured to selectively control
operation of the ventilation assembly 60. It 1s contemplated
that the processing unit 62 can be communicatively coupled
to the central controller 40, thereby permitting central and/or
automated control of the activation and operation of the ven-
tilation assembly. In exemplary aspects, the ventilation
assembly 60 can comprise at least one exhaust hood (option-
ally, a plurality of exhaust hoods) that are configured to
recerve gas by-products of the scorching process disclosed
herem. In use, 1t 1s contemplated that the ventilation assem-
bly can be configured to pull fumes and soot away from the

machine and machine operators.
It can be desirable to have separate systems for extraction

of dust and soot from wire brushing and for burner exhaust.
Accordmgly, 1n still further exemplary aspects, the system
10 can comprise a dust/soot extraction assembly 70. In these
aspects, the dust extraction assembly 70 can be communica-
tively coupled to a processing unit 72 that 1s configured to
selectively control operation of the dust extraction assembly
70. It 1s contemplated that the processing unit 72 can be
communicatively coupled to the central controller 40,
thereby permitting central and/or automated control of the
activation and operation of the dust extraction assembly 70.
In exemplary aspects, the dust extraction assembly 70 can
comprise a finishing machine having rotating brushes for
deburring and cleaning. Exemplary finishing machines sui-
table for this purpose include those manutactured by Dubois
Equipment Co. (Jasper, Indiana). Additionally, or alterna-
tively, 1t 18 contemplated that the dust extraction assembly
70 can comprise dispenser or nozzle/jet subassemblies that
are configured to dehiver compressed air or water. When
water jets are used, 1t 1s contemplated that the dust extrac-
tion assembly 70 can further comprise a squeegee-style
vacuum to remove dirty water from the system. In use, 1t
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1s contemplated that the dust extraction assembly 70 can
prevent or decrease the amount of soot that 1s breathed 1n
by workers. Thus, 1n use, 1t 1s contemplated that the soot
extraction assembly can use compressed air, nylon brushes,
suction, or combinations thereof to extract the soot. Option-
ally, 1t 1s contemplated that the dust/soot extraction assem-
bly can be positioned in-line with the texturizing assembly
as further disclosed herem (such that the soot extraction
occurs sequentially following the texturizing steps disclosed
herein).

In still further exemplary aspects, the system 10 can com-
prise at least one spray head 80 1n fluid communication with
a highlight or accent material (within a storage container). In
these aspects, the at least one spray head can be configured
to selectively spray highlights or accents on the at least one
board or panel. In these aspects, the at least one spray head
80 can be communicatively coupled to a processing unit 82
that 1s configured to selectively control operation of the at
least one spray head. It 1s contemplated that the processing
unit 82 can be communicatively coupled to the central con-
troller 40, thereby permitting central and/or automated con-
trol of the activation and operation of the at least one spray
head 80. Optionally, in further exemplary aspects, 1t 18 con-
templated that a spray head of the at least one spray head can
be configured to spray flame-retardant materials or coatings
to selected areas of a board or panel to prevent burning. For
example, when tongue-and-groove or other edge profiles are
provided on a board or panel, 1t can be helptul to cover por-
tions of the edge profiles with flame-retardant coatings or
treatments prior to scorching as disclosed herein. Flame
retardant can further be applied to control the scorched
look. In some embodiments, a first spray head can be posi-
tioned upstream of the burner assemblies for selectively
spraying flame retardant onto portions of the wood. A sec-
ond spray head downstream of the burners can apply pri-
mers and/or sealers onto the wood.

In still further aspects, the system can comprise at least
one roller (not shown) that 1s configured to apply a finish to
at least a portion of the at least one board or panel. In these
aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the at least one roller can be
positioned either downstream or upstream of the burners 36
relative to the movement axis 12. In some aspects, at least
one¢ finish can be applied to the wood prior to scorching. For
example, FIG. 5D depicts a board that was stained prior to
scorching. However, 1t 1s understood that in most applica-
tions, such finmishes will be applied subsequent to scorching
of the at least one board or panel. Optionally, mn exemplary
aspects, a variable-frequency drive (VFD) coupled to a PLC
can control feeding of panels or boards via belt or driven
rollers. In these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the PLC/
VFD can also control speed (RPMs) on rolls used to apply

coatings/fimishes as disclosed herein.

In still further aspects, the system 10 can comprise a tex-
turizing assembly 90 that 1s configured to apply texture to
the board or panel (either before or atter scorching of the
board or panel, or both before and after scorching of the
board or panel). In these aspects, the texturizing assembly
90 can be communicatively coupled to a processing unit 92
that 1s configured to selectively control operation of the at
least texturizing assembly. It 1s contemplated that the pro-
cessing unit 92 can be communicatively coupled to the cen-
tral controller 40, thereby permitting central and/or auto-
mated control of the activation and operation of the
texturizing assembly. In exemplary aspects, the texturizing
assembly 90 can comprise an automated distressing
machine or wire brush machine. In these aspects, 1t 18 con-
templated that the processing unit 92 can selectively adjust
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various operational parameters of the texturizing assembly
90, includmg, for example and without limitation, revolu-
tions per minute, feed speed, and downward pressure. It 1s
further contemplated that the brush types (wire, nylon, etc.)
used m the wire brush machine (when provided) can be 5
selectively changed. In some embodiments, the system can
automatically set the brush settings (e.g., RPM, feed speed,
and downward pressure) based on an operator inputting the
type of brush mto the HMI Optionally, in exemplary
aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the texturizing assembly 10
can be used mn-line with the scorching assembly (sequen-
tially followimng scorching) to remove softer scorched
wood and promote adhesion of one or more coatings as

further disclosed herein.
In these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the scorching pro- 15

file produced by the central controller 40 (optionally, based

on one or more user mputs) can correspond to a combination

ol user-specified or default or stored values for one or more
scorching parameters, mcluding, without limmitation: type of
wood, board size, board type, conveyor speed, transverse 20
oscillating speed, flame size, flame intensity, flame duration,
flame depth, scorching assembly (burner) position, applica-
tion of stamns/finishes before or after scorching, texturing
(e.g., wire brush, contour sand, etc.) before or after scorch-
ing, and the like. Optionally, 1n exemplary aspects, the 25
scorching profile can be configured to generate a random
pattern, for example, via changes 1n burner position or set-
tings during movement of the board or panel along the
movement axis. Computer-generated algorithms can be gen-
crated using methods consistent with those disclosed m U.S. 30
Pat. No. 10,071,456 to Rees ¢t al., 1ssued Sep. 11, 2018, the
entirety of which 1s hereby incorporated by reference. In
exemplary aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the central con-
troller 40, 1n response to a user selecting a randomized
scorching profile, can be configured to randomly select var- 3>
1ous scorching parameter values (optionally, within prede-
termined operational ranges) to achieve the randomized
scorching profile. For example, 1 these aspects, 1t 1s con-
templated that the randomized scorching profile can be pro-
duced following random selection, by the central controller,
ol parameter values for one or more (optionally, a plurality
or each) of the followimng scorching parameters: conveyor
speed, transverse oscillating speed, flame size, flame 1nten-
sity, flame duration, flame depth, scorching assembly (bur-
ner) position, application of stains/finishes before or after
scorching, and texturing (e.g., wire brush, contour sand,
ctc.) before or after scorching.

In additional aspects, the system can comprise a memory
42 communicatively coupled to the central controller 40. In
these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the memory can store a
plurality of scorching profiles. It 1s further contemplated that
the central controller 40 can be configured to receive a user
input corresponding to a selection of a stored scorching pro-
file. In response to recerving the user mput, the central con-
troller can be configured to mitiate activation and operation
of the disclosed system components (through communica-
tion with the disclosed processing units) to achieve the
scorching profile corresponding to the user mput. In further
aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that the central controller 40 can
be configured to store (or seek user input requesting storage
of) randomized scorching profiles so that such profiles can
be easily retrieved to reproduce a similar appearance on

future boards or panels.
Optionally, 1n exemplary aspects, the central controller

can be provided as a part of a computing device or other
human-machine interface, such as, for example and without
limitation, a desktop computer, a laptop computer, or a
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remote computing device, such as a tablet, a smartphone,
and the like. The central controller can therefore mnclude a
display (optionally, a touchscreen display) or other user
mput devices, such as, for example and without limitation,
a keyboard and/or dials that permit adjustment of scorching
parameters as further disclosed herein. Optionally, mn still
further aspects, 1t 15 contemplated that at least a portion
(optionally, all) of the processing units within the disclosed
system comprise programmable logic controllers (PLCs).

In still further exemplary aspects, the system 10 can com-
prise at least one sensor 100 communicatively coupled to the
central controller 40. In these aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that
cach sensor of the at least one sensor 1s selected from the
oroup consisting of: a flame detection sensor or flame rod; a
smoke detection sensor; and a high-temperature sensor.
Exemplary flame rods mclude those made by Carlin Com-
bustion Technology (for example, the Model 60200FR Gas
Primary Control manutfactured by Carlin Combustion Tech-
nology), which provide satety features such as activating the
1gnitor prior to gas valve opening, sensing flames and turn-
ing 1gnitor off 1f tflame not detected or if preset time has
expired, ensuring that the Carbon Monoxide detector 1s
working when gas 1s turned on, and the like. An exemplary
smoke detection sensor can be an 1omization- and/or photo-
clectric-based smoke detection sensor. Optionally, the at
least one sensor can comprise an air flow detection switch
in front of the gas valve that can prevent air from being
added to the gas unless combustion has already occurred.
Optionally, the at least one sensor can comprise safety
proximity switches on the conveyor that automatically shut
off the burner 1f feeding stops for more than a preset time,
thereby preventing the flame from continually scorching
wood 1n the same spot and decreasing the chance of exces-
sively burning the wood.

In use, the at least one sensor can be configured to pro-
duce one or more outputs that are recerved by the central
controller 40. After the central controller 40 receives the
outputs tfrom the at least one sensor, the central controller
can determine whether the current operation of the system
violates or 18 mconsistent with predefined safety protocols
(corresponding to threshold values for parameters moni-
tored by the at least one sensor) and/or a previously selected
scorching profile. Optionally, when the outputs from the at
least one sensor indicate a violation or inconsistency, the
central controller 40 can be configured to automatically
communicate with one or more processing unts to modify
operation of the system to relieve or eliminate the violation
or mconsistency. In some aspects, such modification can
include completely stopping operation of the system by
iactivating the various system components. In one non-
limiting example, the at least one sensor 100 can comprise
a temperature sensor, and the central controller can be con-
figured to stop operation of the system when the temperature
sensor detects a temperature exceeding a maximum tem-
perature threshold. The flame and smoke detection sensors
disclosed herein can likewise cause the central controller to
stop operation when unsafe flame or smoke conditions are
detected.

In still further exemplary aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that
the system components can generally comprise heat-resis-
tant matenials (that do not melt 1 response to the conditions
encountered during typical scorching procedures as dis-
closed heremn). For example, 1t 1s contemplated that the con-
veyor 22, the frame 16, the combustion chambers 32, and
the baffles 34 (when provided) can comprise heat-resistant
materials.
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In st1ill further exemplary aspects, 1t 1s contemplated that
the system can further comprise various safety equipment
configured to elimmate or reduce the risk of dangerous con-
ditions during operation of the system. For example and
without limitation, 1t 1s contemplated that the system can
comprise spark detection and extinguishing systems as are
known 1n the art. It 1s contemplated that such systems can be
communicatively coupled to the central controller 40 dis-
closed herein such that the central controller can deactivate
some or all system components 1n response to an alarm con-
dition detected by the spark detection and extinguishing sys-
tem. Suitable examples of such spark detection and extin-
guishing systems are manufactured by Flamex Inc.
(Greensboro, NC). As another example, 1t 1s contemplated
that the system can comprise an overhead sprinkler system
as 1s known 1n the art. It 1s contemplated that such sprinkler
systems can be communicatively coupled to the central con-
troller 40 such that the central controller can deactivate
some or all system components 1n response to an alarm con-
dition detected by the sprinkler system. As another example,
the system can comprise a thermal 1maging camera that 1s
optionally communicatively coupled to the central control-
ler 40 and can be used 1n combination with a temperature
sensor as disclosed herein to detect conditions when the sys-
tem should be deactivated in response to an undesirably high
temperature. As another example, the system can comprise
high and low gas cut-oft valves that are optionally commu-
nicatively coupled to the central controller 40 and contig-
ured to detect conditions when the gas supply 1s undesirably
high or low.

Methods for Scorching Boards or Panels

A method of scorching at least one board or panel can be
performed using the systems disclosed herem. In exemplary
aspects, the method can comprise loading or positioning the
at least one board or panel on the conveyor of the conveyor
assembly as disclosed herein. Boards and panels can be
placed on the conveyor via a pick and place robot or trans-
ferred from another conveyor belt/roller. According to some
aspects, the boards and panels can be manually aligned with
the movement axis and positioned on the conveyor with
respect to the transverse axis. In further aspects, a vertical
surface can engage an edge of the boards/panels to align and
position the boards/panels. In these aspects, the method can
further comprise receiving, using the central controller, at
least one 1mput corresponding to a selected scorching profile
for the at least one board or panel. Optionally, the at least
one mnput can comprise a plurality of inputs corresponding
to respective parameters that are combined by the central
controller to produce a scorching profile. Alternatively, the
at least one 1nput can comprise one or more mputs corre-
sponding to a selection of a stored scorching profile or para-
meter. In still further alternative aspects, the at least one
input can comprise an 1nstruction for the central controller
to randomly generate a scorching profile as further disclosed
herein.

Optionally, the method can comprise sequentially scorch-
ing at least two boards or panels using the same scorching
profile.

Optionally, the method can comprise simultancously
scorching at least two boards or panels using a single
scorching profile designed for both boards or panels.

Optionally, a first board or panel can be scorched using a
first scorching profile, and a second board or panel can be
scorched using a second scorching profile that differs from
the first scorching profile. In exemplary aspects, the second
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scorching profile comprises a different positional arrange-
ment of burners than the first scorching profile. Optionally,
n these aspects, at least one burner has a different vertical
position 1n the second scorching profile than 1n the first
scorching profile. Additionally or alternatively, at least one
burner can have a different horizontal position 1n the second
scorching profile than m the first scorching profile. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, 1t 1s contemplated that the second
scorching profile can comprise different fuel or air supply
settings for at least one burner to modify tlame size/spread
or mtensity (by, for example, modifying the amount of fuel
and/or air and the nozzle type). Thus, 1t 1s contemplated that
the second scorching profile can produce a different flame
spread or flame 1ntensity than the first scorching proiile.
Optionally, both the first profile and the second profile can
be randomized as further disclosed herein.

Although methods of sequentially scorching two boards
or panels are disclosed herein, 1t should be understood that
the same methods can be repeated to scorch additional board
or panels using either the same or different scorching
profiles.

In further exemplary aspects, and as disclosed herein, at
least one scorching assembly can comprise at Ieast one bat-
fle within the combustion chamber of the scorching assem-
bly, with the at least one batlle controlling a directional path
of a flame produced by at least one burner of the scorching
assembly. In these aspects, 1t 15 contemplated that the first
and second scorching profiles can be produced using respec-
tive first and second baflle configurations, with the second
baflle configuration being different than the first baiflle
configuration.

Optionally, mn the disclosed methods, and as further
described herein, each board or panel can comprise, without
limitation, solid wood, engmeered wood, hybrid wood, a
wood composite, or fiber cement board. In exemplary
aspects, the board or panel can comprise engineered wood
having a thin face (e.g., about 1 mm) veneer, and the scorch-
ing profile can have a tlame depth and flame size that 1s
configured to avoid burning completely through the thin
tace veneer. In turther exemplary aspects, 1t 1s contemplated
that the board or panel can be a 48-1nch panel as 1s known 1n
the art.

Optionally, mn the disclosed methods, the board or panel
can comprise at least one edge profile (e.g., a tongue-and-
groove edge profile) configured to permit joining with at
least one other board or panel. In exemplary aspects, 1t 1s
contemplated that the scorching profile can be selected to
avold damage or alteration to the shape of such edge
profiles.

Optionally, the method can comprise applying a finish to
the at least one board or panel. Exemplary fimishes include a
lacquer, a wax, a urethane, or combinations thereof. Option-
ally, the finish can be applied using a roller as 1s known 1n
the art.

Exemplary Aspects

In view of the described devices, systems, and methods
and variations thereof, herein below are described certain
more particularly described aspects of the mnvention. These
particularly recited aspects should not however be inter-
preted to have any limiting effect on any different claims
contaming different or more general teachings described
herein, or that the “particular” aspects are somehow limited
in some way other than the inherent meanings of the lan-
guage literally used theren.
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Aspect 1. A system comprising: a conveyor assembly
comprising a conveyor configured to ef
at least one board or panel relative to a movement axis; at
least one scorching assembly, each scorching assembly
comprising: a combustion chamber; at least one burner
mounted to the combustion chamber and at least partially
recetved within the combustion chamber, wherein the at
least one burner 1s oriented toward the conveyor, and
wherein each burner; and at least one processing unit com-
municatively coupled to the at least one burner, wherein the
at least one processing unit 1s configured to selectively con-
trol activation and operation of the at least one burner; and a
central controller communicatively coupled to each proces-
sing unit of the at least one scorching assembly, wherein the
central controller 1s configured to receive a user mput corre-
sponding to a scorching profile for the at least one board or
panel.

Aspect 2: The system of aspect 1, wherein the at least one
scorching assembly comprises a plurality of scorching
assemblies.

Aspect 3: The system of aspect 1 or aspect 2, wherein
cach processing unit of each scorching assembly 1s config-
ured to selectively modily a rate or volume of fuel or a rate
or volume of air supplied to a corresponding burner of the
scorching assembly.

Aspect 4: The system of any one of the preceding aspects,
wherein an operative height of each burner of the at least
one scorching assembly 1s selectively adjustable.

Aspect 5: The system of any one of the preceding aspects,
wherein a position of at least one combustion chamber of the
at least one scorching assembly 1s selectively adjustable
relative to a transverse axis that 1s perpendicular or substan-
tially perpendicular to the movement axis.

Aspect 6: The system of any one of the preceding aspects,
wherein at least one scorching assembly further comprises
at least one batfle within the combustion chamber of the
scorching assembly, wherem the at least one baftle 1s con-
figured to control a directional path of a flame produced by
at least one burner of the scorching assembly.

Aspect 7: The system of aspect 6, wherein the at least one
baflle cooperates with the combustion chamber of the corre-
sponding scorching assembly to limit spread of the flame
relative to the movement axis.

Aspect 8: The system of any one of the preceding aspects,
wherein the conveyor assembly further comprises a proces-
sing unit communicatively coupled to the conveyor, wherein
the processing unit 1s configured to selectively adjust a con-
veyor speed at which the conveyor advances the at least one
board or panel relative to the movement axis, wherein the
central controller 1s communicatively coupled to the proces-
sing unit of the conveyor assembly.

Aspect 9: The system of aspect 8, wherein the central
controller 1s configured to recerve a user mput correspond-
ing to a selected conveyor speed.

Aspect 10: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising at least one fan assembly posi-
tioned vertically above the at least one scorching assembly.

Aspect 11: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising a ventilation assembly.

Aspect 12: The system of aspect 11, further comprising a
dust extraction assembly.

Aspect 13: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising a spray head m fluid communi-
cation with a highlight or accent matenal, wherein the spray
head 1s configured to selectively spray highlights or accents
on the at least one board or panel.

‘ect movement of
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Aspect 14: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising a memory communicatively
coupled to the central controller, wherein the memory stores
a plurality of scorching profiles, and wherein the central
controller 1s configured to recerve a user iput correspond-
ing to a selection of a stored scorching profile.

Aspect 15: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, wherein the central controller 1s provided as a part
of a computing device, and wherein the processing units
within the system comprise programmable logic controllers.

Aspect 16: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising a texturizing assembly commu-
nicatively coupled to the central controller, wherein the tex-
turizing assembly 1s configured to apply texture to the board
or panel.

Aspect 17: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, wheremn the conveyor assembly comprises heat-
resistant maternals.

Aspect 18: The system of any one of the preceding
aspects, further comprising at least one sensor communica-
tively coupled to the central controller, wherein each sensor
of the at least one sensor 1s selected from the group consist-
ing of: a flame detection sensor; a smoke detection sensor;
and a temperature sensor.

Aspect 19: The system of aspect 18, wherein the at least
one sensor comprises a temperature sensor, and wherein the
central controller 1s configured to stop operation of the sys-
tem when the temperature sensor detects a temperature
exceeding a maximum temperature threshold.

Aspect 20: A method of scorching at least one board or
panel using the system of any one of the preceding aspects.

Aspect 21: The method of aspect 20, further comprising
applying a finish to the at least one board or panel.

Aspect 22: The method of aspect 21, wherein the finish 1s
a lacquer, a wax, a urethane, or combinations thereof.

Aspect 23: The method of aspect 20, wherein at least two
boards or panels are sequentially scorched using the same
scorching profile.

Aspect 24: The method of aspect 20, wherein a first board
or panel 18 scorched using a first scorching profile, and
wherein a second board or panel 1s scorched using a second
scorching profile.

Aspect 25: The method of aspect 24, wherein the second
scorching profile comprises a different positional arrange-
ment of burners than the first scorching profile.

Aspect 26: The method of aspect 25, wherein at least one
burner has a different vertical position 1n the second scorch-
ing profile than 1n the first scorching profile.

Aspect 27: The method of aspect 26, wherein at least one
burner has a different horizontal position m the second
scorching profile than 1n the first scorching profile.

Aspect 28: The method of any one of aspects 24-27,
wherein the second scorching profile comprises different
fuel or air supply settings for at least one burner.

Aspect 29: The method of any one of aspects 24-28,
wherein the second scorching profile produces a different
flame spread or tlame intensity than the first scorching

profile.
Aspect 30: The method of any one of aspects 24-29,

wherein at least one scorching assembly comprises at least
on¢ baffle within the combustion chamber of the scorching
assembly, wherein the at least one baflle controls a direc-
tional path of a flame produced by at least one burner of
the scorching assembly, wherein the first and second scorch-
ing profiles are produced using respective first and second
baflle configurations, and wherein the second baflle config-
uration 1s different than the first baftle configuration.
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Aspect 31: The method of any one of the preceding

aspects, wherem the board or panel comprises solid wood.
Aspect 32: The method of any one of the preceding

aspects, whereimn the board or panel comprises engineered
wood.
Aspect 33: The method of any one of the preceding
aspects, wherein the board or panel comprises hybrid wood.
Aspect 34: The method of any one of the preceding
aspects, wheremn the board or panel comprises a wood

composite.
Aspect 35: The method of any one of the preceding

aspects, wherein the board or panel comprises fiber cement

board.
Aspect 36: The method of any one of the preceding

aspects, wherein the board or panel comprises at least one
edge profile configured to permit joining with at least one
other board or panel.

Although several embodiments of the mvention have
been disclosed 1n the foregoing specification, 1t 1s under-
stood by those skilled in the art that many modifications
and other embodiments of the mvention will come to mind
to which the mvention pertains, having the benefit of the
teaching presented 1n the foregomg description and asso-
clated drawings. It 1s thus understood that the mnvention 1s
not limited to the specific embodiments disclosed hereina-
bove, and that many modifications and other embodiments
are mtended to be mcluded within the scope of the appended
claims. Moreover, although specific terms are employed
heremn, as well as 1n the claims which follow, they are used
only 1n a generic and descriptive sense, and not for the pur-
poses of limiting the described invention, nor the claims
which follow.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system comprising:

a conveyor assembly comprising a conveyor configured to
cifect movement of at least one board or panel relative to

a movement axis;
at least one scorching assembly, each scorching assembly

comprising:

a combustion chamber;

at least one burner mounted to the combustion chamber
and at least partially received within the combustion
chamber, wherein the at least one burner 1s oriented

toward the conveyor, and

least one processing unit communicatively coupled to

the at least one burner, wherein the at least one proces-

simg unit1s configured to selectively control activation
and operation of the at least one burner;

a central controller communicatively coupled to each pro-
cessimng unit of the at least one scorching assembly,
wherein the central controller 1s configured to receive a
user mput corresponding to a scorching profile for the at
least one board or panel;

a texturizing assembly communicatively coupled to the
central controller, wherein the texturizing assembly 1s
configured to apply texture to the board or panel, wherein
the texturizing assembly comprises a wire brush posi-
tioned m-line with the scorching assembly, wherein the
wire brush 1s configured to remove soft sections of the

board or panel; and
a first spray head positioned upstream of the at least one

scorching assembly along the movement axis, wherein

the first spray head 1s configured to selectively spray
flame retardant onto portions of the board or panel.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the atleast one scorching
assembly comprises a plurality of scorching assemblies.
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3. The system of claim 2, whereimn each processing unit of
cach scorching assembly 1s configured to selectively modify a
rate or volume of fuel or a rate or volume of air supplied to a
corresponding burner of the scorching assembly.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein an operative height of
cach burner of the at least one scorching assembly 1s selec-
tively adjustable.

S. The system of claim 1, wherein a position of at least one
combustion chamber of the at least one scorching assembly 1s
selectively adjustable relative to a transverse axis that 1s per-
pendicular or substantially perpendicular to the movement

axis.
6. The system of claim §, wherein the system comprises an

actuator that 1s configured to adjust the position of the at least
one combustion chamber of the at least one scorching assem-
bly relative to the transverse axis, wherein the central control-
ler 1s communicatively coupled to the actuator, wherein the
central controller 1s configured to cause the actuator to adjust
the position of the at least one combustion chamber of the at
least one scorching assembly 1n an oscillating pattern relative

to the transverse axis i accordance with the scorching profile.
7. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one scorching

assembly further comprises at least one batile within the com-
bustion chamber of the scorching assembly, wherein the at
least one baflle 1s configured to control a directional path of
a flame produced by at least one burner of the scorching
assembly.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the at least one batile
cooperates with the combustion chamber of the correspond-
ing scorching assembly to limit spread of the flame relative to
the movement axis.

9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a memory
communicatively coupled to the central controller, wherein
the memory stores a plurality of scorching profiles, and
wherein the central controller 1s configured to receive a user
mnput corresponding to a selection of a stored scorching
profile.

10. The system of claim 1, further comprising a temperature
sensor, wheremn the central controller 1s configured to stop
operation of the system when the temperature sensor detects
a temperature exceeding a maximum temperature threshold.

11. The system of claim 1, further comprising at least one of

the following sensors:
a flame detection sensor that 1s configured to shut off fuel to

an 1gnitor of the at least one burner when (a) a flame 1s not
detected tollowing activation ofthe 1gnitor or (b) a preset
time has expired; or

a smoke detection sensor, wherein the central controller 18

configured to stop operation of the system when the
smoke detection sensor detects a presence of smoke.

12. The system of claim 1, further comprising a soot extrac-
tion assembly mm-line with the texturizing assembly, wherein
the soot extraction assembly 15 configured to extract soot
resulting from contact between the wire brush and the board
or panel, and wherein the soot extraction assembly 1s config-
ured to use compressed air, nylon brushes, suction, or combi-
nations thereof to extract the soot.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein the scorching profile

comprises at least one randomized parameter.
14. The system of claim 13, wherein the at least one rando-

mized parameter 1s associated with at least one of conveyor
speed, transverse oscillating speed, flame size, flame nten-
sity, flame duration, flame depth, or position of the at least
on¢ burner.

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the scorching profile
comprises a change 1n setting of at least one of the at least
one burner or a position of at least one burner during
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movement of the at least one board or panel below the at least

ong¢ of the at least one burner.
16. The system of claim 1, wherein the scorching profile

comprises a change 1n at Ieast one parameter while the at
least one board or panel 1s below at least one of the at least
one burner, wherein the change 1n the at least one parameter
comprises a change 1 conveyor speed, transverse oscillating
speed, flame s1ze, flame mtensity, flame duration, flame depth,
or position of the at least one burner.

17. A method comprising:
scorching at least one board or panel with a system
comprismng:

a conveyor assembly comprising a conveyor configured
to effect movement of at least one board or panel rela-
five to a movement axis;
least one scorching assembly, each scorching assem-
bly comprising;:

a combustion chamber;

at least one burner mounted to the combustion cham-

ber and at least partially received within the com-

bustion chamber, wherein the at least one burner 18
oriented toward the conveyor, and

at least one processing unit communicatively coupled
to the at least one burner, wherein the at least one
processing unit 1s configured to selectively control
activation and operation of the at least one burner;

and
a central controller communicatively coupled to each

processing unit of the at least one scorching assembly,
wherein the central controlleris configured toreceive a
user input corresponding to a scorching profile for the
at least one board or panel;

a texturizing assembly communicatively coupled to the
central controller, wherein the texturizing assembly 1s
configured to apply texture to the board or panel,
wherein the texturizing assembly comprises a wire
brush positioned 1n-line with the scorching assembly,
wherein the wire brush 1s configured to remove soft

sections of the board or panel; and
a first spray head positioned upstream of the at least one

scorching assembly along the movement axis, wherein
the first spray head 1s configured to selectively spray
flame retardant onto portions of the board or panel.
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18. The method of claim 17, further comprising receiving a
user input corresponding to the scorching profile.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein at least two boards or
panels are sequentially scorched using the same scorching
profile.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein a firstboard or panel 1s
scorched using a first scorching profile, and wherein a second
board or panel 1s scorched using a second scorching profile.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the first and second
scorching profiles are randomly generated by the central
controller.

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the second scorching
profille comprises a different positional arrangement of bur-
ners than the first scorching profile.

23. A system comprising:
a conveyor assembly comprising a conveyor configured to

citect movement of at least one board or panel relative to
a movement axis;

at least one scorching assembly, each scorching assembly

comprising:

a combustion chamber;

at least one burner mounted to the combustion chamber
and at least partially received within the combustion
chamber, wherein the at least one burner 1s oriented
toward the conveyor, and

at least one processing unit communicatively coupled to
the at least one burner, wherein the at least one proces-
sing unit 18 configured to selectively control activation
and operation of the at least one burner;

a central controller communicatively coupled to each pro-
cessimng umt of the at least one scorching assembly,
wherein the central controller 1s configured to receive a
user 1nput corresponding to a scorching profile for the at
least one board or panel;

a texturizing assembly communicatively coupled to the
central controller, wherein the texturizing assembly 1s
configured to apply texture to the board or panel; and

a first spray head positioned along the movement axis,
wherein the first spray head 1s configured to selectively
spray flame retardant onto portions of the board or panel.
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